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THE LIFE 

OR THE ' 

EC CLE SI A STIC ALL 

HIST OKIE 

OF S. THOMAS 

ARCHBISHOPS 

OF CANTERBVRX 

...... . _ 

>. v’ • , *■ •' 








TO THE MOST REVERENT 

father in god 

RICHARD SMYTH 

BISHOPE OF 

CHALCEDONE See. 


OST Rcucrentand my 
moft honored good 
Lord, 

I haue alvayes appre¬ 
hended the life and Martirdome of chat 


moftcxcellent Prelate, and vndaunted 
Champion,S.Thomas A rchbishopc of 
Canterburie,a moft perfedt Patcrnc of a 
,ood Paftor,ycaand of a good fubiedf 
too, as one rifely difeerning Gods part 






from Cxfars, and giuing to ether their 
ownc, without which there can be no 
Chriftian iuftice. Take his owne gol¬ 
den , and {aft words for it, written to 


King Henry his foucraigne > Prepared \ 
l am , Hot onely to die,but alfoto fujfer a 
thou find deathes , and all torments vhat^ 
fieuer for Chrifi's fakg : Y et whether I die , 
£ d *‘ or Hue y I am and shall euer he yours » and , 
5 4,* ** vbat euer becomes of ys and ours, God euer 
bleffeyou and your iffue. So that I haue 
iudged no tyme mifpent, in culling ; 
the pecccs out of the moft authcnticall 
and beft Authors, which haue con- . 


curred to the making vp of this Utlc 
bulke , or Epiftolarie procefic of his 
life and death ; which 1 hope will ap- 
pearc moft contcntfull and iatisfa&o- 
rie to all, and fitteft to frame a right . 
judgment in any : as not being croo- . 
kedand fitted to felfe cndcs by arti- . 
ficall amplifications, but furnished by j 
knownc faft, and made good by fo 
many and fo irrcprochabic witnclTcs, , 
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as it cannot indeed be fuCpefted to be 
in any part difguilecl or forced by cor¬ 
ruption or malice,but to deliuer a na¬ 
ked truth. 

Nov amongft all thofe whom I 
duely reuerence and honor in earth , I 
could find none, to whofc patronage 
this poorc workc ofmyne, might Iaye 
a more iuft clayme then to your Lord- 
ship:likcas,in my iudgment,yourLord- 
shipc can pretend noPatronc in Hea- 
uen, to whom you may hauc a more 
confident rccourfc, or with whom you 
might haue more fympathie , being 
confidered fuch as he liued in this earth¬ 
ly habitation, for Rcligioufncife, zealc, 
contric, caufc,conftancie. None which 
comes more home to your vfe in ref* 
pc€t of your long delay in banishment, 
and the oppofidon you hauc found, 
cucn amongft fomc of your children, 
and thofe domcfticalls of faith. In a 
word , in rcading it you will not fayle 
before your death, to readca great part 
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of your ownc renowned life. May it, I 
bclccch almighnc God, be long, con- 
tentfull, profperous in earth ; and fol¬ 
lowed out with an crernally blcflcd one 
in hcauen. Thefe are, and cuer shall be, 
the zealous wishes of all good men>and 
in particular of 


Your Lord*, moft humble 
and deUoted feruanc. 

A. B. ' 
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THE PREFACE TO THE 
Epiftolaric and Ecclefiaftical Hiftory 
of faindfc Thomas Archbishop 
of Canterbury. 


TIT ENDING to prefent •vnto your 
<viev?e out of that reuerent an renowned t 
author Cardinall Baronius the great con- 
. trouerfie beetweene the Chtirchand king- 
dome ofEnglandrWhcrein the'thnfe a&ors 
in this our dtjlurbed nation, were , 'that migbtie King 
Henry the fecond,andourMetropolitahe fainft Tho¬ 
mas Archbishop of Canterbury , and in farraine coun - 
tryes that moft holy & wife fope Alexander the j. and 
Lewes the pious king of- France, with many Catholicise 
Winces, and among the Sciftnatickes the poteitt Empe- 
rourFrederickewtth his idoll Offauian, feekjngby atl 
meants to intrude tbemfehtes,and put theirfickjes into 
this harueft, where the Diuel the father of their execrable 
fcyfme, like a deepe polmtian takjngaduantage of their 
hellish difcord had in this Unfortunate! land fowed the 
cockle of dijfentfon , Ithought be fin regard this canker 
foefpreade. it felfe thWughfhe Chriftiun World iandthis 
hiftory was colle&edoufof the Epiftles written by the 
cheifeft rulers mtbat^,'todayopenbri^felftheftdte of 
the wtfterne Church,and kinjgdvmes'Vttitedtherein iwhei. 
reby your mindes retiauing light may better, difeontt 
thinges other wife obfiured. Firfttherefore todelineate the 
time, I muftfomewhat touch iheraigne of Tope Adrian , 
Alexanders predecejfoun, who being tbeWtly tiiah df our 
English nation that euer fteered fairit^etten ship, and' 
vtaspot only for his fingular_ 'fertues, wfedomt and 
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Nicolas 

Breake- 

fpcarc af* 

tcrwajds 

PopeAdria, 

borne in 

England. 


x ' The Preface. 

learning preferred to the%Apoftolih^ Sea y but alfo him- 
fetfethe lApofile who conuerftd the Horwegyans to the 
Chrifihsn faith y l thinks it no ‘Vnnccejfary dtgrefiioft 
to treat? of his origine , progrejfe 3 and mojl high pre¬ 
ferment* 

xAt MboPts Langley in the County of Hertford, were 
kinges Langley, where Edmund, of Langley receaued his 
firfi breath, from whom all the kinges of England and 
Scotlandhauethefemany yeeres defended, was borne^u 
colas Brea^efpeare,^^ after warde exalted to thegouer- 
went of the Church ofEjme y and called Adrian thefourth> 
ruled inmatters offaith andRjligion,the whole Chriftian 
World. His father was Robert Breakefpear eayonger 
brother of the family ofEreakefpeare,whofe plate concur¬ 
ring with the name isfooted necreVxbvidge inMiddeUex 
no w in thepoffcf ion ofjLshby. His father ( faith Iohn 
Stowe ) after the death of his wife , and before the depar¬ 
ture ( as l conceaue) of his fonne out of the readme y pro- 
fejfed a Religious life in tbeMonafteyy of faint*Abbans> 
wherein Storveignoyantly,notmalicioujlyran into oner- 
your, for fope Adrians mother ( as shall bee after wards 
showed) oucrltucdhim. It appeareth in a Counfell cele¬ 
brated in 'Hoxmaqdie by Tope *Alexanders Legates with 
the Jlrchhishop ofBjoane and Bishops of the fame Tro- 
uince anno Dorn. 1171. how before that time men might 
enter into religion leaning their wines in the world , for 
there\x»as : , tuadea Cano? afterwords prohibiting it • 
iAndfo might Robert Breakefpeare in this precedent 
age (as it is affirmed) bee aMouke in faint+Abbans,and 
his wife ( as it is certaine) ledda retyred life <vnder the 
•Archbishop in Canterbury. The name ofBreakefpearebee- 
ing truly English y and about the time ofthe Conqueft y in* 
uincibly proUeth they were of the Saxon not of the Her¬ 
man race. Break efpeare it felfe was in theraigne of king 
hints the inheritable impfionofa knight 2 and bowgreat 

WglnAdbyC . )glc 


The Preface. $ 

in firepaffeddayes, Godkriorveth. B ut (asfaintlThomas 
fayth in his Epiftle to Gylhert Bishop of London) what 
both a priefi , a religious than to doe with thefe worldly 
flourishes* l voilldrfeend to his humiliation, which was 
his afcent,firfi to honor , then to heauen. Leauingas Abl‘a- 
hzm bis countrey and hundred , bee travelled in his youth 
to pour chafe learning, and comming toArnulateprofejJed 
religion in thcMonaftcry offaint Bjtfus, where hee mas 
calledfir ft to hee Prior, then Abbot ofthehoufe, whereu¬ 
pon it fortuned that for ferious occafions of the Church 
commended to his charge hee went to the Apojiolihe Sea, 
and having fully finished all bisbufihts',and now intend- 
ingtoreturne , TopeEugeniusof blejftd tnentory retayned 
hm there, andbpchnfeiit of his btetlmn, did confecrate 
him Bishop of Alba. Awhtleafterfeetng his <vettuesdnd 
wife dome, hee dejigned hint Legate -4 L atereof the Apof 
tolikp Seainto'Norwdye tofreacb the faith intbat Vto~ 
uince,andpurchaJeto aihntghty C odtheirmifdebeltemng 
fonles, where hee likeaworthie and difcreeteftewardaria 
dtfciple of Chrift , diligently irtfttu&ed that rude and 
Barbarous nation in the LbrtJhanlameand'Ecthfiaftied 
ordinances . -After bp the diuine providence <vpon, the 
death of Eugenius and pr ferment of Attajlactus to the 
Papal throne,hee returned to his mother the holy Church 
of Hjtmc, leaning bethind him peace to the kfngdome, 
tamest*the barbarous,-tranqutlity toihe Churches,ordir 
and cftfcipline to the Cleargie , and a people acceptable to 
Godand fruitfull idgood worses* \fif ithiha shorte tyme 
ifterdyed Anafiatius,and the Bishops and Cardinals af 
femblingtoget her in faint Pecters Church by the difpen- 
fation eftthe diuine counfell,fpeeMly chefe himPope, and 
with great acclamation of.the Cleargie and layetie,asa 
man elefted by AlimightyGod (although hee laboured 
With all his power to'auoydeit) they inthroniwd him in 
the papal chaire, calling him Adrian the fourth 3. Hon. 

gij , 
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Alhhat fol 
loweth is 
collected 
outofCard. 
B a roams. 


Pope Euge¬ 
nius Adrian 
Bishoppc 
of Alba. 

Adrian A- 
poftle of 
Norwayc^ 


Pope Ana* 
ftaciitt* 


PopeAdiia 



4 The Preface? 

Decemb. \An. Horn. 1156. He was a man offingular be— 
of Pope ' n % nity ’ meeke and patient, learned in thcGreekedntL La- 
Adriau, ttne t0 ”gues > eloquent in Speech ,, a perfect Orator , -very 

ski llfull in Church mufi c\e , a famous preacher, feldome 
angrse,voiUing topardon,bountsfyll in beejloiv mg^tgreate 
•Almefma , and for demeanour and beehauioub renowned. 
Thus much out of the Vattcane library. Notv to show? 

, that hee ejleemed his honor a burdenftsdtgnity a mijery. 

And that hee would neuer haue vndergonC the weighty 
charge of this fupretne authority y .hut only to fatisfie the 
mill of almighty God,I doe hetre recite his owne hordes 
fpoken to that morthic Iohn ofSalusbury in Volichrati 
lib. 8. cap. iy,Hee confeped hee found in that high efiate 
foe great tribulations, asm comparifon ofthemall bis for¬ 
mer bitter aduerfitys, Jeemedftpecteandpleafing ; Hee 
fay d j the feate ofthe Ifomane Vopt was a thorny throne 
heegirt. with mofl sharpe 1}urres y of that huge-meyghtias it 
mas able to prep,to bend, yea bye skim peecet thejlrong- 
efl shoulders, and but that ( faidhee ) twill not Jlruggle 
- " "* Againft,tfe;Ji.uine prouidejice, 1 meiuldl had neuergbu 

AHtof mymtiue foyle of Englanderdfe euerlurked-in 
my poors CeMpffaint Rjtffts., miter then to bee plunged 
S-. V in thefeexitvme difficultyes :\ft4.hee prppdthxtln 
• all his afcentesfromMsfolttamcbyferM the, fupreame 
heygth of the Papacy. bee found rioe Contentment or plea,-. 
Jure", yt*{qMthbee)gpdbatkpmkid'Q'nt myymhote 
life beet means.the anstile and thi,hammer, but noxvfif.it 
pleafeth bis diuinegoodnes) Iftkimjkppottemithhitalb- 
" mighty hadthehurdi that hei hath impofedtm my infimir 
ty, or otbervp'ife)*tis intollerable.Thus hee teachethfrom 
the higheft throne of, this world to. fyehmors) thushee 
freachetbfrom tbegrcatefteminency to all Potentates not 
to rep oft tkcriftlues ingtory, riches,andplpa/ures, which 
Are hut the shadow** of their ferns % butdeepely to conf¬ 
er the charge ? that by reafon oftheir authority they vn z 
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, The preface? ^ *5 

deYgoe, which is to employ their •vttertiefi forces to ho,- 
nor Almighty god in the ryghtuous gouerment of the peo¬ 
ple fuhieThd to their powers, for otberwife Potentes 
potenter punientUr. Tlether watildl cucrhaue dilated 
myftlfejbe ftrrcjn praifioffope Adrian, hut that fotne j 

of aw Cbr.onick l lfjigubriwjy 9 fithcr*vitillf!illy omiit his 
comjtM^wi$rif.h<y.t«HfeJ[ebeetMt#rt?d' : &ortoaye i 4nd 
gaw the dominion of tre fond toj be fringes, of England-,hut 
asthefirfi^asonlyforxn^mingthe^ngdjittte of Chnfh 
foe was thejaft y asyat{niayifeti>ifkEpijHeto .Henry the 
fecond. Kojy. crating paYdefor gtydtgrcjlm in,thep rayf* 
eftbisyn*** the gmy of eur noised* tithe, fireferedgod 
beef ore his contreyandnGJjaiiJxetW/tf teAkcniafter. - 
Fredetichp /{tug (fthfEjmauss in hisfrfl entrance into Frederick 
hisroyaltie y began impiously teaifcveafi bh deminiotf., kingeof the 

with thefupprcfmtphe Chwchandhykoiv much hti * a 

paver,was the greater (for bee commanded,tilpemanfa enemy of 
and mightily priuoyledin ttalie\fo 'much.ibfwti ip&M the Church. 
enahlfdtofnfcheifeiThUwttfing.fiam^mhifhfatnuch 
tjendangcredtbe whole Ckriflian world,shewedstfelfe as 
tiftk jparfejM tbe.raigneof Tope Eugfnius -j gathered 
jlrengthby the connivancy of his JucceJfor ^inaftacius .,... , , 
-heganto waft thepower four noble Adrianand laftly 
firedAlexander the third out of ltalie,Mtddeuo.mtdfSr the i. 
jimeall his iurifdtQion inGcr.nuny,andhad ftet Chxifl : 
■mtivfayned k» Church againfi the gates of.Hell-, Eranc'ef"' . .. 

England? Spayne,with all the reft had hiW.rtiwEedi The Th^prigi,- 
originalwas the firfi yeareofhisraigntiinthe.Churihof «al qf IcLc 
T^dgdeburghextheMetropoHtane of Saxouy'y.ivhere>ppqn <Ufcpr4.bc*- 
tke death of the Archbishop, a dtjfention aryfing. about tv f cen ? 1 ^ 
tboofing bisfuccejfoy, theyoppcaledto Fredericks then re- ^“tcJp ‘f 
fding in$axouie,ivhonot able to compofe the controuerfie, rtoI * 

petfwadcd the pea/ic and Chapter.of Magdehourgbe to, ac¬ 
cept, of Gtficman BishqptfCtcens, a uobkyong gentleman 

SogeuertislkeirChHych,prettndingthafwhsnyuchqiff- 

'• ' c iii 
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: 'f The Preface? 

ft ions drofe, the\ing with aduice of hit counfelhmgbt to 
di tyofc therin, nether wot anyBishopin that cafe to bee 
tonfectateditill bee bad receaved bis authority from the. 
kingly fcepter.^tit all this Was afalfeprttentesfor it lay 
Hot inth'e kingks or Emperorspowtr,caufelrJflyto translate 
ftishoppesfrom fteate tofeate, iththoVt dffent ofthe^Apofto- 
tike Sea ,' which .My PopeEugrnias eighty conftdering % ; 
With fingularcbnflamy withftoodthekiHges vnlawfull 
attempt, sharpely,reptottingtheBishoppes oft Germany, 
that labouridfor him, betattfefheyyatherjourht to flatter ^ 

their prince infoncdrring mthhis ftnne , wen to pleafte 
Gorf} andihis'did hit not only Wtthhis learned and pious 
Epiftle, but alfo Vehemently perftiied the fame by hit Le- ' 

;! '-ft gates; Bitt Eugenius preuentedbydeath, lefte all to' his 
• " 1 ", : . ft ucce Jfatr Anaflacius, a man of a gentle andyeelding dtf- 

fofition: Poritotwit,hftandinghis Legate was difgracefully 
. . ;:;L ahufted by Frediricke', and ended his life in bis retume 
/.'vzt.J'zii bomtr-heeneturiheiefle [ratifyd the kingesblettion,and 
granted'. &uicmanyms fall} whereupon Fveitrkkfde- 
eliidngfrom his religiom \edle iHcreafedyetre by yeere in 
obflinacy againft the Church- And Anoftacius not long 
Po»e kina. After departing the world dttr countreyman beeinginfiantby 
affaulted by elected bythe name of Adrianr&f/ ourih yj found the flirt- 1 

the King of ges infoleruymuthftrengibned againft biih by bif prede- 
Cecil. eeffots facility of nature; In tbebeeginningofbtsVbpe- 
J, he * io Z? f dome bee was troubled with the inuafiohs of William 
mudtataT hihgof€ecti}wherefore againft his temporall /word fhbc 
Pope Adria drewt bisfpirituall frord and. excommunicated hint. 
terrifyed by Frederickp aiftb k*ng of the Hymans with hisjuddaiite 
Frederick^ approach towarde the Citty terrifyed him} whereupon hee 
king ft enf i e g ates t0 treate with Fredericks , and Fredericks 
omanes. hb^^ifte twoPmbaffadors y being Archbishoppes,to the 
Odauian Pope} which Legates and Embaffadors meeting together, 
*£'!?? , went ioyntly to Fredericks at Viturbi : where firft Ofta- 

r C !° P 'ie S> man, after war ds_ that firebra nd of Chr iftendome t began 


Digitized by 


Google 


The Preface' T 

.to she we bis turbulent fpirit. This man ftobly borne fit 
Thorne,and defended from tbcEarl.es of Tuftan, Treift » 

Cardinal! of the title of Saint Cecill, like another ludas 
ener endeauouring what hee could againfi the tope , the 
Church, and Colledg of Cardiualls, hoeing difmiffed from 
his Holynes, inregard bee fought totaifeafeditton by the 
Scyfmatickfs, intruded hmfelfe without commifiion to 

confound the peace, which was now to bee concluded by . 

the medication of the Legates, and Archbishoppes, hee~ : ' 

tweene the Tope and Frederick^; but beeing sharpely re- 
prouedby his brethren the Legates, bee, was for this time 
with shame, reprejf ed: and foe fuppreffed the poyfots 
whichfince he<Vomited. This beeing, thusouerblajled^ 
the k*ng in a great andmoft folemme ajfcmbly of his no¬ 
bility and kpightes , caufed his fealty to bee fwerne by 
his deputy to the Tope.W hich was to prtftrue the Tope and The 
Cardinally with their fate, and not to doe any iniury, or perours oa- 
fuffer any iniuryto bee douneto them or theires ; and if the of fealty 
any should offer to wrong them , hee would withfland.it to the Pope 
to hit <vttermofi power, and if wronger' wereJfbe remitted, att ®*'*hurch. 
hee would by all meaner reareffe them : Whereupon the 
Tope beeing fatisfyd, refolued to inuejl him With the Em- 
ptriallcrowne,andaday andplace was for their meeting 
appointed. But the king negle fling to bouldthe Topesfiyr- 
rup( a cujlome formerly <vfed hy the Emperors in honor The eaufe 
of the potties faint Tetter apd'faint fault (.atwaspre - andcuftome 
fently made manifefl by autbenttcatt recorde, and otherr °f the Em- 
wife ) the Cardinalls wtth drewe themfelues to places 
fifety, and the-Tope beeing left in thepowerff Frederick, Popes 

and his army , wouldnot for allthis perylladmit the king fty irU p. 
to the kijfe of peace ,<vnttll hee preformed this bis dutyto .. , 
him and theChurchy which the king in the end,feeingibe, . 
ancient pra&tfe thereof,with humility condcf endedyn.- 
to. This TA after Camden in his fitruey of England notetb 
off opt . Adrian, which hee bcetng expert in htftorys could 
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8 Thfe Preface. 

Hot chafe but knoWeto hauebin donne by diners EmpeYdrs 
And hinges to fundry Topes. But to thdpurpbf : the ping 
proccedingtohisimperialcvronation', was hketohaut bin 
pYfuentedby the hfoMatte •Am6t<Kflfes'( ’■’A’fcyfmAticAll’ 
ftBiort then fwaying in tie itomnut-WfAltb) bid not 
Frederick "Pope .Adrian with his counfell and power 1, made way to 
croumed him for bis coronation in Bj>m e, when bee received wit h 

Emperor hj tUceremottyesfrbin the Pope, the Crowne and Emperialt 
Pope Adria. t y„'amentes:Wbithfinished,the feditiousBjmAnts with 
a sharpefight defaultedthe Gerrrianes, in whichconjhB 
many hieing hilled, the Germane? in the end obtained 
. the ’vt&ory withthe slaughter, And captiuity oftheir ad- 
iterfaries, wherein the Pope shewedhimfelfe to his Citti- 
cetts A pious father , for bee neuer left follieitinge the 
Emperour runtill hee hadprocuredtheir rdeafeiSoe paf- 
’ ifingfretH the Emperour, who by this perfeB or politick^ 

• Amity concluded with the Pope, found thereupon good 
■ fucceffe in the wanes which bet wndertooft in his re- 

turne towards Germany : let rvs fee what beefell to 
’tyilliam king of Cecyll after hee Was excommunicated. 
The kingintenfed heerewith, commanded the Princes of 
his army to lay a flreyght jfege to Beneuent , the Popes 
Beneuent familiar couyte of refidencv i torepell whichiniury, the 
the km o( exc * te( ^ f he niightyefi Parle in his kjnd'ome,Piobext 
Cecill. : de Baflauyll his coufen-german,withrnany others of the 
nobilitytomahe war re *vpen him ,moreouer hee called in 
The great diuers others exiled, andfpoyled of their goods by the 
cobination ping and his father, as Robert-of Surent a Prince of 
ia war of Campany and Earle de Rape canirta x with others re* 
others ^ noVone ^ for parentage andpower , toYcturne into their 
gainft the Count rey And ret otter their lofipofefiions ,promifingthem 
the king of the afiiftanceof the Ejrmane Se*: lafilyhee fohcttedrhe 
Cecyll. Emperors both ofIgome And Confiantmople to tnuade -the 

kfngdome of Cecyll: whereupon*he Emperor of Conftan- 
-tinople^r ftrong in meti as tnoney rfK>4f H a drant «* fta- 

town^ 
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tonne Apulia, the Citty\ens yielding Onto him. Earle ' 

Robert alfo with his followers, what for the loueofhim,ad 
hatred of the king, 'violently wonnfFaruntand Barum 

two renoWedMetropolhaneSeaSiXotthollthefea coafes to 

the very houiides of his kindomr.f he famous and worthy 
fteres the f since of Capua and fount JfndSew cholenged 
alt COmpanyTommonly named the land of labour, euento •• 

Salem, Kopies and faint Germans foe as the whole re- * * 

gion wash a mighty combuftionfredertc^Emperour of 
Bomieneampingbis army about the coafies of%Ancon, en¬ 
dured foe great a mortality amoughis fouldiers, as lofeing 
bnmtfpuiffantlerdes Jcarce the tenth manremayned 
aline, whereupon Feeing notable to -retdyne hit powers 
that were willfully bent to retufne into their countrey, _ - * 

though 'ohwiiling, rx>as ready to departe . Now the fag ^ekwgoj 
if Cetyl thus beegirt with tfaultes, retyrtng htmjfelfe £ 
with dew repcntdnce dnddll humility to obedience ,fent fcjmfyfg tQ 
tbeEleSe of Cat and with the choyfef of his noble atten- the Popej 
domes as.far as interne towards the Tope ,fubmifinely 
beefeechtng ahflisttonfrom thts excommunication, and 
promifing to doe homage and fweare Fealty tobis H olints > 
and withall to ref ore all the Churches of his \ingfome 
with ample liberty,andgiue therefore thfee\Caflles called 
?alud, Montfufcal, andMuropi, with theijrappurtenan- ~ 


( UHlUr rftUHXI rj ----- y | 

f Bj>me , would beef ow on them fo much money as 
the Emperour of Conflantinople promifed :• The Vope the¬ 
refore atfured that all thefe should bee profirmed, was 
mof willing to embrace thefe conditions, beeingfoe hono¬ 
rable andprofitable to the Church: but the Cardmals that, 
were of the Bjman Emperors faBion, beeingtoofingular 
intheirowneconceites, witbftood andrnetled all thts, 
and did afterwards often the life to. the Church of^jms 

exceeding - 
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Vet keerettpen thf next yeerea world of miferyes tnfutd, 
inregardthcfag of Ce (y l gathringa m<£ power full ar~ 
Anno i. tnywCetilldud Calabria y xs? it bgreate tourneys marched 
Hadr ra. ■ i#i : &mf» t , Vrinft B^bert beetahtnghtmfelfe 

Cccyl ouer- t *? i $t'bt( fWkttotf *kmhrundufismat the M 
throwing ° 0 et *■ GrecianId oft t fafingtheir Coptayns capttues 
hi* enemy* chaynes, a,nd enriching k^dfHfe TQVk their trtafires, 
befiegeth and bringing the whole count reybttafubieSion , kee 
the Pope, vpeqt forward and beefitged in Meneufttube tope , with 

thf fordinals , where they and all the Ciuy bring otter-* 
Tie ft P ?P e . vehfbned in eafamityes Adrian «f#r cpnflrawed fir rr* 
t^craue* deemtnghmfelfe\ the Clergy andinkakttaiftsje receive- 
peace vppon W?W«W king* pe4fe<ypo% ntoffetn0' ter* 
vniuft con- ntfstneitherfouldthe'Pope i innironed’rpiththef ( fireyghts i 
dikiojtf. imcfeie- hi* officiates with in theprecinfbssf theft con* 
dspotiti hut thus Itft to them fives, were fopql to feefe 
: : fwaitifsftmryesfprrefuge , where thefriveeaf Capua 
mpe mjfertdile then the refijallinginto the bands of the 
kfnges fmnde. was •violently deprived if h*teyes t and 
fhrawneimperpetvaUimprfonnetnent. . . . 

Godes re- t JU« this attempt of the fang <f Cecylagftittfi theCburch, 
uenge ypon tp,as by gods 'Onfcarchabh tudgetpent fivcrely pftnished t 

the king of fajnfh? fee end getiprationivaafeHorn>a*$ac*fe femes. 
opprefling 1 outyfedtbeCrewne trafficked, rothefyjfeatvhi* 

the Church. **&»*, :*qfc 4 *#mys -.Moreover femg bisownelife* 
tkxtntuer ceafed tekalliwiWm S* ryfeagatnfi him x 
t&hm Although hee conquered* yet, life Hydras header 
they fell encreafe d, ‘VntiH int-bralling him- in battdes* 
thfycrowned iLflger his fanm mhutbroney and qfier-i 
WOfds, res feed by the people out of.COftiftity^hee filled 
hisoWm child to recover his hjpfegntfyfayliughia.putr.-* 
pk tobt mkb hi* Jomer blood idaflyMaypuhis^dmi-. 
rantithechetfe c onttyucr of this mifibetfeyndedhis dayej* 

, Tpithamtfi. cruel death* 

Jdfii *h* efiadfltfkfdmth th King*? cpyll 
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Thd Preface/ It 

•VtHf muchdifpleafci the Emperor Frederiche , heetaafe 
the Fope making of this thiferable Calamity fame comtno- The Empe- 
dity,hadgtt hereby the kiagto firengthen him agatnfl rourdifplea- 
ifaeEmperour y ifhteshouldattemptarty thingagainjt him f*d at the 
or the Chnrth for other Wife the EmferOkr had bin eUerofVf M . wich 
power to haite Commaded the Cleargie.HeereupongreW the ec ^' 
dijfention among the COrdihdti , fine favouring the Etn- 
ferour , others this <Vnion with Cecil , which difeord T .b e Cardi- 
sfter Jtdridbs death bred the terrible Icyfine that rente d H? a y** ^ c *. 
ChriftendeWe in funder. mded * , 

The EmpetoWd trangrejfit of the Etclefiajliull Can¬ 
nons thought tidWethe Fopi, that hee should not tstrcB 
but cmdefeendtohis affayres. For to ofitift the dtfmi fieri A# * >-Had. 
»f his Wifetdridthe Wattage fan other i beecaufitt is a **’ • 

OUUfter cottttouerted, in regard they were Withm degrees 
fconfanguinify: l will come to Edward Bishop of Un- Edward Bi- 
dtn , who , pdf mg in htsreturne from the Sea JtpOjtitilpe sll ®P o(L5~ 
through the EmtpetoUrs dommitioits y w*s dfdrttted With don P r [* 
£*kf a fifrrdty * fobbed ef M his goods jditki 'itiolertity FmoerililL 0 

w Jk C aufe 

periUr^ tequmngeheBishZppes rf-leafi y mdeihidiglit pet- of diflention 
ftishentehtforaht offenders. YhtHike&rHpetoU? tUgieBed betweeneche 
all,wherehy the malefaBorsbetngetinUrraged y withheld po P e and 
the Bishop fiill in captimty. The Fope Hot tndurin* he Etn P crour - 
ffeateaWrongand indignity ', addreffed tWoLegdte%the 
oneEjrWldndVrieft Cardinal of thttytk of\fafiti Marfa 
Chancellor <f,the K°m*ne Clmrch, afterwards Alexander 
mthtrdf Whofe'Very per fin infhiscafi yielded matter 
u theenfmg diffemenythoorherBernardFriefi, c#- 
dsnalfthe tytle of faini Clement,fending by them letters, 
wherin, hatung expofiniafed this beynous and ficrili- 
gimoffhtee,- w*ththe impumyybeYofas yet n&med, 

* de/fcttoted to f]fe beHe fates' l&tty ctiitftrfcd by the 
Church on the Empty our , namely that hee rkeauedthe 
^hif dignitynndhydoiitogethtr xtidt'bthe'mfigfie 
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of bis Emperiall Crowne from the Popy handss, nor yer 
did it repent him if hee had conferredgreater henefitts on 
him , conftdering what fingular dugtnentdtions and com- 
modityesmightby him betrendtedtotbe Churcha^ine. 
Thefi worries tbeprinces ofthe Empyretookpto the fart*'» 
dt if the Emperour should receaue from the ¥ ope the Em- 
fyre of Byrne and kingdom* ofltdly, remembring withall 
■ certryne verfes. and4 pttture in Rj>me mode to tbdtpur- 

fofe, which beeing offenfiue to the Germanef, ¥opt Adrian 
had beefore commanded to hee abolishedJeafte foe <vayne d 
Vur ond~ tri A e other wifi brteck mutter of difiord among 

Empeiialles Princes : Bar dll thefe now concurring tnoiie^ndbeeing 
vehemently tumultuously argued among the prime nobility, adding 
incenfed a- fill fire totbefcwel,one ofthe Legates isfaid to baue dn~ 
gamft the fatredi And from whom hath hee his'Empire ,if not 
Cardin atles. from my Lord the Pope?y#r whichveordes one of them* 

* and as it was reported Otto Count Palantine of Batoa- 
ria , outragious in anger , was drawing bis fword , 
threatning to kill him y fadnot the Emperour interpofing 
hts authority, appe/fedthebroyle, commdndingthe Lega¬ 
tes to bee fofe conducted to theire lodging, and the next 
' morning early to departs , and got on ftrayght to 1\ome, 
neither declyning on the . right nor left hand to the Pa¬ 
laces of Bisoppes,or Monafierys of Mbottes. TbtEmpe- 
tour dlfo profecuttd his indignation coneeaued againfi 
the Pope and Legate sfor this caufe, by finding letters, fi- 
gnifying thefe wordes, and bis dtfpleaJUrevehemtptly 
diftoffing thefame entry where, to, hisPrelates andPrin - 
cts 5 foe whetting their myndes to execute with him the 
malice y which vpon thf next occafion offeredjseviolently 
purjued, r venting the 'Very ho we lies of his mother the holy 
Churchy yea the Clergy from the Church, by GBamans 
fey fine. Thus hte diuulged the wrong offered him by the 
P opeand Legates, concealing thereafin of the Legatiott, 
beeing for the delivery of ayvext uout English Bishop rr- 
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firaynedtn his dominions impiously and>Vmufllyinpry- 
fon.Ha fent outalfthi^Emperiall EdiH that no Clcarkf . 
orBjltgtousmans haul dtrauaiLto Ejimt, faynedly pre¬ 
tending it to& to exempt themfrom charges, dndthdt the 
religious should not ledue thetr M onajlaatl difcipline,and 
fo Uyd watch and wardtt deharre them. The Legates on 
the otherfyde returning horn, appealed to the tope for re- 
ire ffeof the tmuryes iky fufteynedywhereupon the courte 
of Cardin alls was deuided, for fontsfauouring the Empe- 
rour imputed thefault to the Legates cdrelejfefolly,others 
aggreed with the Tope, who wrote heereupon to the Bt- 
sToppes of Germany, perfuading them to recall thcEm- 
per our from bis finfull procecdtngcs, and caufe Reynold 
his Chancellor and the Count Palanane, who had openly 
dhufed the Legates , and vomited bUfphemyes againjhhe 
Church of God to mah{ therefore publicise fatisfdclionyin- 
timating alfo by them to the Emperour, that if hee would 
rebellagainft the Church, it was all insvaine yfnee shoe 
was founded on foe firtnie a roc he, as neither hee nor hell 
it felfe couldeuer ouerthrotoe her. The Bishoppes blinded 
with affeclion and fears to their Emperour,, confejfcd,that 
although faint Teeters ship could not bee drowned , yet 
they themfelues, were neuertbeltjfe shaken with this tern- 
pefifdnd reporting the Emperours kpo logit of hit regal 
potter , beef lUgbt the tope to mollify and fvoeeten thofe 
wordes of his letter which the Emperour *nd Germans 
could not difgefi, and Joe certifying theabfence of Count 
Talantine in wanes, by rtafon whereof hee could not 
tlcere bimfclfe, and that Reynold the Chancellor was m 
the opinion of all, innocent, they ended their temporifing 
Utter her upon ^idriatn topleafe them fought to pacify 

the Emperour. ‘ 

Tope Adrian labouring to appeafethe Emperour ,fent ^ /*• a ‘ 


Henry preifi Car dirndl offkmcl Kerens and *dchy Ucus 9 
pnd Hyacinth BeatonQard mal l tfj*™*?^*-** 9fiZ 
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cianfchoole, mtrt praSt/id tu the nor Id and ajfdket of the 
to paeifie Courte, nith letters to the Smperour tending to that pnr- 
* oar Emfe ’f 9 fiy&ho t* f hen their greater hnmility, went out of their 
rosy to mete Reynold toe Chancellor, and Otto Connt Td- 
dentine, the Emperourt Embaffadours, declaring to them 
the eanfe of their Legation, hitting for a peaceable treaty to. 
tJ)t honor oft he Empyrejbeydepartcd*.Their tourney t bo • 
rone thefireyghfes of the montaynes heeinr publicity l(no * 
nne,and alf »bon theEmperastr was offended mith the 
if ope, ftyrred'Vp diners (. nbo mere defyrotos to enrich 
tbemfelucs nith the fpttyks of others, and hoped voder 
the coulor of tbittnmycit to patronife their rapine , as sc 
tbingferuieeablctotheState)to m*hf apreyoftbe Lega 
The Lega- tes\ among whom the Caunte Ftedenckf and Henry , mm. 

f aces job- in thofe partes violent andponerfull,mt only robbed amt 
‘‘Uudim- imprtfened the Legates, btotdfo Albect R »shop Trent 

theEm e C9mm * n £ it longwitbtbemfersheir fffe conduit. The Lea. 
rial &*** l*yinbandes till leaning a pledge they were dtfibar. 

ged,andtbe dtutntprostidemt dadfee free the Archbishop: 
But the noble Dnhe. of Batoana andSaxony for his teste- 
rence to the Rinnan Church^andthe honor of the Tmpyre 
revenges this vilany, enforcing, the Comtes to delintp'tbt 
fledge,and ntth canfiramtof deferutd calami tyes toyreld 
' mdgine. fast sfatl ton. The Legates camming nith theft 
dtfficultyesvnto the Emperonr at Augufta , prefentrd 
math humidity the Topes- letters ywherimhee interpreted 
the meaning of bitwerdes r nbicbwere,tbatbet coitfer- 
red tbeEmperialcronne vpmhim as a benefitteydleage- 
ing that conferring , was impojfhg, and a benefit a good 
A3ederivedof bonnm, foear incrowneinghim, if war 
to beereputedagoodailedone^htto binr, Thttsthe l Poptby> 
writing, and the Legates by nordof month r tomplying or 
be«weMe*-^ <rrf ** heycoiddia pleaft btm , the TLmperoVr fetmed 
thePope* c ^ M G^^/^ w °f pMcc wre fentd, tthithfailrj 
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tor Top Adrian beefides the intolleyahleandfacrili- Aa.f, Had.' 
IHVS mrntytf offered to bit legates » teat <Vrged with 4. 
tucrocbmnts and infmtiatiopr of the fumeyorsfor tin 
imr<rwtM!">4nJwnfii MS hy tbeLUuetenants of 
btEmjjendl Caflbt , and, hafity beecaufe tie Buhofftt 
*nd~4hbottes 4s well as the layety bad athyoteledred 
u ^y^fjej-V/berefore Adrian condemning kit intro* 
tmdt sbarfely reprehended him. Fredericke in the New eon 
nt4nt tsme, 'V^tn the vacancy eftbtBiskeecrieheefR*- tro "“ f [“ 

/m«:»ejfa rAc Hymnme Churchy bee required homage a nd 

of the fame Church, 
tounflUnlhm tedefififrom tbefc •vnlawfullvfurpo* 
^s.Uafitbermfe-GadsbauU defriuebtm ofbJlJm* 

-esssssitta^vr^s 

but from the eleBimof #rc- 
K ^*° nret ^front them. Hee- 
2”* 'nfnd deept fmfyniinsan. all ftdes,nitb <vncer~ 
me rumors,as tf,the Tope dtdfircretly incite the MiJa- 
tojvsand other Cutyesjosbakeof the Emperiatl yoake: 
ytt Henry Cardinal of fa tytle of faintt Kerens and 
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xArchylleus, the lute Legote, ond Eberard Eishop of RJL-« 
benberg.-inaw ofgreut >vertue leArttingond wifidemet 
tndthe Emperours entyreji cou»felior,inde4uoured( as by 
their mutuoll.lettersopputreth) to Appeofethefe turbulent - 
winder which rAyfed the worrts of dtjfentiott. *dfter~ 
words there were meetinges,beefore the Emperour, ofte- 
,Ates4»dPrinces ferxomp*fi% Afeoee^Uth was neuer 
likely to proceeds, the dinioundesonetther fidfbeetngfoc 
repugnont, And the JLmperqurbreotbing opt htsdtfcon* 

topeAdna G od ended theft treotyes wubthe deotb ofUdnom 

^ eth * the fourth.,Andnow After thefi light s\yrmshes tnfiAm- 

the enfued the terrible bottel ifScyjme tbot shook? the 
whole fiAteefCbrtftcndcme: Yet before! enter mo foe 

trAricAllodifcourfedcuttepAYdontof^ndA 

fcl . At the deAtb ondproyfe of turMv^ W'hofjltng 
* Anagm. 0 f . dSt ,uinfey 4 t * Anagni tntbe Kolendesof Sep* 

tember deported this 

wonder ot Ttiofter Camden, whefrefernttgA tole of a 
• fryuolous fcyfmoticAll Author beeforc a fnowne truth , 
wryteth ibAf bee dyed beeing 

boaddifeouerirtg it felfrfer Us Author,foyth ***## 
hee hAdexcommunicoted the Emferour , 

, fountAineoflye tntredhis mouth M cleouedfoe to hu 
throote, os me Arte couldremue it till hee ^JjJ 
the rhotle. Hut none cAneuer preue tbot Adrian extern- 
tnuniJted the Emperour, wherefore wetmoy fithot one 

The com . fAbkirAweth on Another. TUiW pof ing from this n his 

a«o of *<«■«#/P' 

Vopo Airii.ffrjt bff greotiy Augmented the butldwges on poy 

theruhhoftheKothonScAMwith 

inUried thepofsefionsyondencreofedthe fotrymny oj 

2f h “S’? , ZdJ'Zi 

^ theeuesfrittingthefo^e pU<*4 

Digitized by Google 


The Preface. _ 17 

ttftlc to defend the countrey from their innafons* [And 
fir which this redime shouldeuer extoll him, hee confirm 
mid to our kings the dominion of Ireldnd: %And dll this 
hee did in d shorte rdigne of fower yeeres eight mon~ 
tbes and fower and twenty dayes * Ldfly dboue dll, he? 
left to his fucceffors one admirable exdmfle , which is 9 
that hee neuer beef owed any thing 'Xfpon his fdmily or 
freindes, but nude god dnd his Church the heire ofdill ift 
fo much as ht$ mother furuyuing him, was mdyntdyncd by 
the charity of the Church of Canterbury, as lihn of Salts* 
bury reporteth out of an Epifle written by P ope >Alex4n* 
der to faint Thomas . 

jlfter Tope ^Adrian was buryed in the Church of faint AtLilAhtJ 
Teeter, ^Alexander the third was chof n his lawful!fuc* Alcxanies 
ceffor. Hee was by byrtls of Sene in T if cany, his father i 

Sjmufius, his name Rowland, who becingfrf a Cannon? osc 
inthe Church of Vifa^andaCledrke ofgr eat e accompt, was 
much ejleemed by all , and called to the Church of Byjme 
by blejfed Eugentus, who knowing himworthie of high 
preferment, aduancedSim firfl to bee Deane of fainte Cof- ' ^ 

thus and Damianus 9 then preift Cardinal l of the title tffibn&ent* 
faint Hrlarke, and laflly Chancellor of the *Apoftolike Sea , 

Hee was an Orator of fingular eloquence, in facre'd and ^ 
humane learning well inputted* and fufficiently appto- 
uedin the explanation^ both, as alfo excercifed in fcho - 
lafical dottrine iMoreouer hee was wife, grattous,fjd~ 
ticnt'merctfull ,meekp, fiber, chafe, charitable in aimfi 
giuing, and euer ready to execute all worker pleafing to 
allmightygod . Qn'the day beef ore the Hones of September^ 
the bisboppes and Cardinals beeingajfembled together in 
faintt Teeters Church,andhauing three dayes deliberated 
about the elettion, didall y excepting only Ottauian of the 
tytle offaint Cecill, John of the tytle of faint Martine,andt 
Guido of the tytle offaint Calif us , bceing three preifes 
£ardinalls, withmmmlconfent toyntly thofe E^wUnd 

' - r- • -* 5 
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the Chantellorf opefy the name of Alexander the thyrd t 
tphereunte etneurrd the Approbation of the Cleargy And 
people of Rome. W huh notw'itbjlandtng Iohn And Guido 
two of the Cardinals aforenamed following ORouians fac¬ 
tion , willfully and wickedly named him afterwardes 
Tope.The bishoppes of Ofiia and other Seas , together with 
the f reifies and Deacons Cardinals, did by the handes of 
thefame Deacons aceordingto the ancient cufiome of the 
Church fnuefi with the papal robe and ornament, Alexan¬ 
der,although hee refiifed,excufed,andby all meantsfought 
. toauoydit. . 

W hereupon O&auianmhofeambition had longaymed 
th c at theApofiolike throne , feeing himfelfe defeated of his 
PopcdotDC afpiring expe&ation, brake out into that audacious fury, 
as with his owne handes hee violently pulled the papal 
ornament [as if it were ohtayned byfiealth ) from Ale¬ 
xanders necks, and with tumultuous outrage attempted 
tecary it away :But one of the Senators there prefent, 
Vpon the fight of foe heynous ana&e, tncenfed with a 
virtuous %eale,dffayling this notorious offender,andtooke 
the papal cleave from him : W hereupon Ottoman touched 
inwardly with exceeding greefe, cafi his eyes on his Cha- 
feiaine, who came readily preparedfor thepurpofefran- 
tiekjy railing and beckning to him, togiue him inftantly 
the lifepapal cloaksthat hee brought with him ; which 
treeing prefently donne, catching the Cloake, hee bowed 
dotene his head,andfromihe handes of his Chaplayne,and 
fifth an other ordinary ClearMf ( ashamefull thing to. 

Jfieake) impudently ajfumed the papal cloake-But this foe 
rashly bandied fell out foe ridiculously, as hee turned- 
, the fore parte beehind, God making him thus a dcryfion to. 
the httboulders, andfeektng to mend all, hee madett 
Worje , for quite httfides himfelfe in hafie, mifiing 'his 
♦ Caputium * hoodt hee riuerjed bis cloaks', * traytcuous showe of a 
^fttr^da^nnrmdAmmifefi token of bis reprobation. 
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lathis rebellious proceeding were the gates of the Church 
throwne open , which were before locked<vp by the Senar 
torsj and an armedtroofe whom hec had with money nut- 
fired together , with nakgd fwordes came ruftling m, 
running fpeedsly toafiifte thtsfcyjmatte\e. Soe in plate 
ofbis happesand-Cardinals 9 hee was tnuironed with rou¬ 
tes offouldiers . The Clergy beeheuldtng this extecrabh 
afle y the like whereof was neuerfeene fearing they should 
hee enforced by the aduerft petoerto adore this exalted 
Idol, retyred themfilues with tbeii cleBed Pope mm a p . j 
fife munition of the fame Churchy where Q Bouton with xai ^ cr & 
affent offome of thefinatorsywbS hee had corrupted ivitb t he Cardi- 
hrihesy kept tbemftrcyghtly with a diligent and farmed nalcs re- 
watche andwards fornynedayesyfoe heefteged and re - 
jtrayned, as* they could not by any memet f oft ibU come 1 ^ Q$~ m 

f ortb - : ' man. 

But the people of Home exceedingly crying omagainft 

this intolerable abuji y and extending their 'Vttevimft 
forces againfi thefe fenators, who were authors of this 
mifeheife > the Cieargy with thetr defied Pope wcH *d*~ 
liueredmt of this thr old 0 me;yet malice fiepreuayled^ao 
they were inftantly by the fame finators , beeing wonfif 
thereunto by rewards, caft into another morefireygbt and 
clofe imprisonment beyond Tyber, where beeing aitnoft 
three dayestnhould y the whole titty rofe to redriffejfh 
greate anenor>mty$ andfuch anapparam treafin 9 yeawet- 
men and children dettftingO Banian ^excloymed agmnfl 
him ycallinghim anacturfedmm , an HcrccicfcesWtt- 
tinghimyreuy ling him > and thirfitngafter ^Alexander % in 
ft much as to his <very face they contemned and condemn 
nedbim. Thuswasad ina karnble combuftion.TheXlcar- 
gie mourned , the Iudges lamented, old men wafted in 
greife , and all men were aftopished with amazement* 

W herefore the Cicty no longer indnringfhcb an outragious 
rebellion yfOmc with HcQot ft*n%ipznt and others of 
~ 6 i i 
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the Mobility to the place where the Pope and Cardinals 
Alexander wereinfireyghtcufiody, compelling thofe dforderly fc* 

Car din ales ** tors to c ^ e *f* nt he prifon gates,and flifter Alexander 
ttftorcVs 9 **dbis followers to departe in free liberty. Thus where 
liberty, h *bt meritts of faints Teeter and famt Tank deli* 

<veredfrom theirepcrfecutor , and pafiing through the 
Cittywith acclamations and ringing of belles, the whole 
army of horfeand foote, with the hingbtes ofHomcaccom- 
fanyng them , they came by Goddes afiiftance onfaint Ida- 
thewrEueto Kympha\where the bishoppesandCardinals, 

\ Treifics, Deacons, *Abotts and Pryors, with the ludges, 

- %Aduotats and other officers, together with the nobility, 

<dnfafrat*d 4 number of the Romanes beeingprefent * Tope *Ale+- 
^md crow- zander amidfi the quires ofexultation y wi$h inuocationaf 
ped Ppfq. the holy Ghojl, was confecrattd high bishop by the hands 
of the bishop of OJlia ( to whom that office only appertay* 
tteth) and according to the folemnity of the Church inuc- 
jlcd in the hfngdome with his triple croWnc* 

Oclauian on the other fyde refiding at faint Teeters , the 
, t wo, Cardinals I ohn and Guido hlinde with their hellish 

tryor,would not reclayme t hemfe lues from their damnable 
frefumPtion, but with headlong rebellion honored their 
N : ended Idol , and leauing the Churches r vnity fell at his 
feetCy and hee the shadow e of*Anticbriflfoe exalted abotie 
0Ctmhtk% himfelfe^furpedthe Chayre , as if hee had bin lawfull 
feifine, . which many with weeping eyes and exceeding for - 

tome beehoulding, remembred what Tope *Anaflacius as 
it wertprofecying foretold him in theft wordes:*Accur~ 
fedandexcommuni cated forme, thou shah neuer haue this 
papal ornament, which thou foe much tbirjtejl and impu¬ 
dently feehejl, but to tbyne owne ruine,and the confufion 
sof many* *And whenhee had laboured for fower weef^es 
Jfracc , and wearyed bimfclfe , his military bandes, and 
great hundred to ajfemble bishoppes for his forged injlale* 
mnti in the end the Jbisfap of Mclpbifana fugitive, the 
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iishojp of TerentyneVope Alexanders aduerfary y and the 
bishopofTufcnlan who of a follower of*Alexander> bee - 
camenow bts fables enemy , in showe confecrated , but 
indeede execrated Q&anian. Key they had Oclamm ( as 
bimfelfe afterwards openly profejfed ) attempted a finne 
foe beynousds this againft the Church of G$d y hadhee not 
bin thereunto animated by the fauour and power of the OAscaUd 
Smperiour j for there was fnfficient froofe that bee was animated 
reftrayned by an oatbe of fealtte not to attempt the Vote* ty the Em-J 
dome . f P«f°r to 

In this turbulency of the fiate^Pope Alexander firfi of Xi% 
all found Palatine Otto and Guido Blanderan y the Empe~ 
rottrs Embajfadors to Pope * Adrian , though they kjiewe 
their Matfiers affeBion toOElauian^and hts dijlafie of the 
\omane Pope y yet faynedly dtjfe mb ling with him. Tbefi 
thinges thus pacing , Alexander neuertkelef]c with the 
Qounfell of the Cardinales fent his Kuntios with letters p -- , 
to the Empcrour beeing then in Lumbardy^f the fiege of x ^fj cr 
Cremdyfecbjng w ith al l patience and humility to re cldyme kcth the/" 
him y who Jwollen with pride contemned to reade the let- Empcroura 
ttJSydndhad not Tffelpbus & the Dukj of Saxony ^ tuoujr * 
dijfwaded him , hee had in his inadncs hanged the &#/»- 
tm > and although at the injbance ofthe Du^eskeeadmit- *^“ c * 

ttdthem in the end y and did reade theletnrs y yetbee df- ccaut^cri- 
faded them nofauourable * anfwere. The relation^ this city again® 
fiyfme thus aryfing <vp$nAdrians death s hmdufe it foe the Pope 
touch dijlurhetb Cbrijlendome y l translated ait I found i> and Cardif 
tn the Atmalesof Cardinally aronius y alledged out of the na ^ cf * 
woke of the <*/aticannvhatfolloweth l will abridge* ' 
Alexanderheereuponexcommunicated03auian,andall , . 

ficbas should afitjl him in his count erfetconfecration y an( j attX ^? 
owinggiuertthem firjl eyght dayes warning for reforma - complices 
t*onof their error. Hee wrote moreouer his letters tat he excommu* 

* Cleargi* andnumuerfity of Bononi, beeing men mcaccd. 
yaffofnpt forwrtueand iearning , andasit is 
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to bee thought tofundry other Churches, to decUre the 
truth of his eleBion^tnd OBauians reprobation,all which 
\ puBually agreethwith the former relation. OBauian urn 
. the other fide beeing inflated in hit vfurped place, not 

by letters rVnt *k^ f he dtuell who endeauoureth to bee AdoredAs God, 
fortifyeshis affumingtohimfelfe the name of VtBor, and facing his 
y filiation. letters withapparent lyes, wrote efpecially to the Empe- 
r our And bis inwardfavorites as vpon whofe pother ( his 
calling beeingnotfromGod but man) bee principally re- 
lyed, Audalfo to others ,fignifying his election or rather 
inuafioni where <vmler a formalsbowe offanBity, hee i 
flattereth the mighty to compajfebis ambitious endes. See i 
likewife his Cardinals encreafednow, as it feemtd, With i 
the number of two more, wall fireas the spirits that fell 
with Lucifer, following OBauianftnt every where their ] 
tirculer letters, which, to show* they favoured not God v 
hut flesh , were eSpecially grounded vpon the league con- ■ 
eluded in tfoe tytne of Adrian w*th the king of Cecill ( of i 
wbichbteftre) and hereupondmfion aryfing among the i 
? Car diddles was the caufiof Alexanders eleBion,main - 

9&?®* 1 ** ^yntng byfalshoodes xffhat theytoroUgfully gott: where- \ 
tUJ °» sylvB * H *lthovgh theywntruly multiply0Banians Cardinales , 
letters coa- f r * w nyne, yet they drt enforced to confejfe that \ 

fute them* fowerteeneconturredinthe theyfeof Alexander, andJoe 
(dipt?. heeing infer tour not only in vert Me Just dlfo in number \ 

; tbeycflablitb with tbetr owntwordes the truth of Ale- , 

€oMtstO tto xanders title which they foe wickedly oppofed: For now 
'mhba.tmct Otto fount Valentine, firft of dll for the adUencemtnt of , 
the Pope* OBauianand the Vopes ouerthrdwecentred violently \ 
doViuiott. intoCampaniednd the Patrimony of faint feeter, feeding i. 
The'Card*- tofltbdueit: whereupon the whole colledge ofCardinalles ;! 
nafles ap- (excepting thefe feyfmatickes) fued for redreffe to the t 
t0 ™ e Emperour, the cheife fountains of this mifeheife. B ut noe , 
aeainft iniuftice it foe great as that which is sbadowedwitha ^ 

Q«o. teulour 1 
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4 pretence of piety to determine thisgreate consrouerfy 
and conclude an <Vniorhbeefnmmond tope Alexander and 
OBauian to 4 counfell , Me aging thereof the examples of 
luftiman Theodofius and Charles [ruing nothing to bis 
furpofc j for thefeEmpcrour* were frtindesmt foes to the 
Churchy as Frederichjsadmw y proved himfelfe : they 
lihgwife fummoned thefe Counfells <vpon the topes per - 
f wafiony or the tope at the leaf affenting thereunto , hut 
4 Alexander neyther perfuaded nor sjjfented\ lafily matters 
were there controverted , not concluded, as •Alexanders 
tleSiomwas. Thus Frederick^ with the Conn fell of the 
impious would bane advanced 0Banian to feme not God % 
hnthis owne turns . Hereupon bee fent his Embajfadors 
the Bishopes oftrageandVerdm with letters to the P ope $ 
fiyling him only Rowland the Chancellory imperiously 
commanding him and the iardmales to appeare at a Coun¬ 
cil held at Tauy*vpon the OBaues ofthe Epiphanie to re~ 
crave his [entente from the Cledrgie there affembkd. Hee 
hkfwi/e wrote to alt the Bishoppes nor only oftheEmpire, 
hut alfo ofFrancey Englandfpayne and Hungary enioyn- 
ing them all to bee then and there prefint to dtcyde this 
controuerjys thefinallfentenee whereof in his firfi letters 
hee referuedto himfelfe, but aftery beeing by fome of more 
*vnderftanding better inftuBedyhet left that to theC lear- 
gie* \n the meant time thinking to make *voydthe priui- 
ledge grannted byGod*ttnPo his Church, and todiifofe 
$the Tapacy at his owne pleafurey not as an advocate and 
defenderybut as the fupreme iudge of the Churchy his Em -■ 
baffadors tracing the jtepes of their Wafers pridey came to 
the tope at Anagnia y wherein the prefenceofthe Cardi* 
nallesand a great ajfembly of the Clergie and Layette,they 
fate downepuing him no reuerence at ally and there in bis 
foliate deliveredtheir embajfage , showingtheir hordes 
tmmifiion authorized with his goldenfeale , commanding 
the tope andCardmalles on the Churches keckalfe to apy 
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ThcEmpc- pc/trtttVmy beefore his prefence. Whereupon the tope 
r0 “ r andCardinalles difeouered on eyther fide apparont dan-* 
uiaa Pope, gers,hceretbreatning perfecution of a mighty Emperour, 
and A lota- there the mine of the Churches liberty -yOgaine bee named 
dec Row- in his letters OUauianPope y/ind Alexander hut Rowland 


land the the Chancellor ; neuertbelejfe in the end, theqealeand 
Chiccllor. g rdce 0 fGod difperfingtheyr fearer ft hey re foisted all in 
* defence of the Churches liberty and>vnity t and for theyre 

and'cartfi- obedience to the “Pope ( ifoccafion were)toftcrtfice theyre 
nalles re- bines. T be Emperours Enthajfadors infant ly vrging them 
folue to dye for an anfvoere, the Vopefaydt T bat aboue all "Princes 
in defence they would honor the Emper our as theChurchcs^iduocate, 
cl 'u* f oe b° n i ds{ bey dishonored not God, but when they could 

urc ‘ not pleafe the one t without offence of the other t then they 

would abfolutely preferreGad. Heemaruayled much, hee 
denyd him. the reuerent refpecl due to hit place t and fum- 
tnoneda counfell without his authority, and aboue all that 
hee would cyte him to appears before that Cmucntickfe. 
The print ledge of the Church graunted by Chrifiand con¬ 
tinued from fatnt Teeter to that prefentage, hath euer 
bin, that inCaufesEcclefiaJltcallthe fupreame iudgemeut 
tpas euer in the Church , and the Church it felfe neuer 
iudged by any : fince therefore hee wh o ought to defend 
the Church, did now offend itand in contemning the 


Church diff or aged hts mother, hee could not but admire 
it. For appearing athisCourte,tbe Canonical! tradition 
forbad him. *4nd fince meaner prelates in matters ffiri- 
tuall doe gouerne theyre princes , it were intolerable in 
him to fuffer the authority of hit place, which was pur - 
chafed with the blood of Chrtjl , through his pufilanimity 
or ignorance to bee fubie&ed to the temporall power . 
Wherefore as hit Tredeceffors had endured death for the 
Churches liberty yfoe t >?as hee ready to Sfcndbis blood in 
her caufe. The Embaffadors offended with his anfwere 
footumeliously departed,cowning to Signta adored the 
"" ’ ' fht 
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tie I doll 0 cl am An j And fie did Count Otto the palatine The Eirtpe- 
whom the Emperour bud fent with his Gcrmdnes to wards toms F.m • 
tbeCitty-j which exceedingly puffed <vp thepryde of this 
Mchberetickf , not confidering that fcyfme , though at the a( j orc q c , 
firft it flou/yshetb y yet after a while it <vantsheth. Thus tauian. 
Fredericke by his Embajfadors accepted of OBauian^rv he¬ 
re fire Alexander had r eafin to except againft Frederiche 
as no tndtffcrent ludge ; The Emperourfor aauancement of 
this Antipope fought to dr awe other hinges into his fac~ ThcEmpe- 
tion, and firft *vebememtly attempted King Henry of En - [£ ur 
gland,but inwaine y firArnulpkus Bishop ofLexouy>a t jj C K j n g 
very learned man, and of great eftimation with the kingi of England 
bad foe informed him 9 as hee preuented Frederick? y and at- hito his fa- 
though t here was a firme league of f reindsbip beeiweent & otl - 
tbem,yet wouldkjngHenryneuerbee induced to yeelde ; 
to this f :yfme y but only f 4pprejfed>ttll matters were more 
ripened, his proclamation fir publishing VopeA lexander y FaitfifulTt<* 
fiffer ingall his fubieBes in the meant time to mat may tie Alexander. 
bis right. Alexander alfi tvpon theaduiceof the Bishop 
ofLexouy fent his Legates a latere to the realmesofS payne The Bishop 
and France , and likivfi tp the Emperour ofConftantinople 
andkjngof Hungary y tomake\nowne his lawfull ^^ft ru0 us lit 
tion , and the wrong hee fufteyned by this prefumptuous a lifting A- 
Scyfmaticf{e. W hereupon Lewys the moft Chrtftian king lexandcr. 
of France (a contrey neuer defy led with fcyfme ) together 
with Henry king of England receaued V ope Alexander as All Ghry- 
theyrfather and paftor oftheyrfoules ; mortouertbc hinges ft cn do me 
of Spayne * Cecyll and lerufalem and the Emperour of Con- ^. 

ftantinople y With the Vatriarches , Bishoppes> Vrynces- y 
Cleargie and Layetie did all ac^nowledg him the Catbo* perialles 
like fuccejfor of Veeter: Only Frederickwitb his com - accept of 
pines and thefe fiwe fcyfimaticall Cardinalles y tbe *vn- Alexander. 
learned children of Belial yobftinate Jlill in theyr err out y 
remayningneuertbtleffethe critell perfecutors of him and p rC£ j crJ ^ c j c 
tjx Church. Keyther was this unpunished in Frederick y ynforumate 
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*f< cr bis for euenfrom the ‘Very beeginning of thisfeyfine, his fuc~ 
fall from cejfis altered, and of a Victorious Emperonrhee beecame 
t e uk . ngm o j? tm t-vaxqytsked, Godendcuoring by this dtfeipline 
to correCt him. The Topes L egates who went to the kjnges 
of frame andEngland were encountred with fome diffi¬ 
cult yes , becaufi the Vo lit mans of both \indomes beetng 
affected to theyr aducrftryes,wben they could not beerein 
alter theyr kynges reflations^ laboured to define the ac- 
fhe king ce ftance of V ope * Alexander , tyllmatters were more fully 
of England determynd > but the Legates with theyr <vertue> wfedome^ 
di aweth and exemplar Hues ouercame thefe ajfaultes , and the king 

England, of France referrtngall to the kjng of England > the king tf 
Spayne England drew England , France , Spayne,Ireland and 
Ireland pnd Morwdye to *Alxanders obedience. And in the kindome 
Norway^ of lerufalem allbeit ts whas fmewatcutrouertedybccauje 
to the Po- Qfiauiau had there in former tymes won fomc affeftion, 
pcs nbc- y tt pyeferYtng theloue of God beefore natures difyofitt on 
1CUCC * they yeelded to the truth, and embraced the lawful l Pope. 

Intheyeereof our lord 1160. washeldthe Conmnti- 
The Con- 4f ^ au ^> but adiourned from the OFlaues of the Epy - 

uenticl* of phany to the Purification of our Blejfed Lady. William 
Pauy. of Elew berry our Countreyman wryteth; That this con- 
trouerfy (confideringthe multitude that chofe ^Alexan¬ 
der ^ and the finale number that elefledOtlauian) might 
eafily haue binendedfadmt Frederickfiated .Alexander 
Fredericks wpenhis old grudge to Ejw land for Rowland the Chan - 
iuuctcrate ccllorwas one of them who did mediate the peace to deli- 
d° UCr ‘^ 9 P € 'Adridnt the Cardinalles , and the Ciuyof Bene - 
exan «r. out of the handes of William k*ngofCecill y a matter 

to Frederick^ mojl diflafiefull^andwasalf one of the Le¬ 
gates Jim to Fredeytcfiahotft the facrilegi ous abnfi offered 
tn Germany to Edward Bishop of London, when Count 
Palatine in the Emperours pr fence had Itf^e to haue mur¬ 
deredone of the L egatess thefe thinges Ley ktndtgefied in 
Fredericluesjlomaekgi wJn&madebimnQt endun 
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Und, now Alexander tbethyrd. Thiseduftd him to aft 
femble his Italians and Germdnes at.Pasty, in show* to 
determine the controucrfy , but indeed to crowne Oclauian 
his Vidor with the victory,accordingto N ewbetrys 
opinion who lined in that age. There flocked together the 
Bisboppes of both Hationt, with an infinite number df 
inferiour Prelates vpon the Emperours command , who 
with the Generalles of his armyes ftrookg * terror into F re <j cn * c k 
tbeyr myndes \ beerein filenccwere fufprejfed all pr } oofes terrirycth 
andallegations for Alexander ( who dtfcrcctely abfented withpower 
btmfelfe) and what in truth was wanting on OBauiahs 
ftde y was artificially helped. Frederic ftto cafla myfte be- * r f C( * er jf* 
forctheeyesof theaffembly ,beegan with faftingandpra 


alluretk 
with hyper 


yer, and then wttha folemneproteftationthat bee hamag Ci i t tcalL" 
no authority tointermedle with spiritual l matters deft all fau&iiy. 
to the iudgment of the Cleargte there prefent, departed the 
place ftamng giuen them beef ore examples bow to ptoeeedc 
in clecitng OBanian byhisEmbaJfddots and Count Qwo. 

After deliberation of feauendxys (for this 'Pageant was 
fet out with fokmntty ) they confinted [as before was 
cmfytred ]to the approbation of QBanian there prefent, ^ariclfe?^ 
and condemnation^ Bj>wland y wbo freeing cyted fefufed a pp rouc 
to appeare freefore them, for by thefe names are they reeft oilauiau 
ted by the author who fauored or feared the Umpe/onr. and con- 
Allt hough the dtuell in this finfall counjell trartfotmed ^ cmuc 
hmftlfe into an Angel of light,.font* times with a fretete xail ^ cr * 
of exceeding piety y otherwhyles with wbvte b&after- of 
Bishoppes, preyfitsand Religious, yet wbofoeuer cs&ftd*- 
reth that Alexander was ele&ed by forwerteett* Cardi- 
nalles, and 0 Etonian by three onlyythat Alexander was Three prin- 
ehftn by all the Bishops Cardinalles t T ufculan only ex- 
cepted . That •Alexander was confect at ed by the Bishop a f t ^ & 0 _ 
ofOftia,andnu G Biuian, and Alexander ejtahlisbed Vane pa* 
vpon thefts three primipxll foundations of the B^pmOne piqs 
papacy, and not Ottoman, m*fi mdcsbeefides Suets 
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other reafons r 9 tee invincibly perfwaded by thefe , that* 
tAlexader was truly preferred by God and his Church fid 
Otlauix only bolfiered out by tbeEmperour and the world • 
for no Vope can bee chofin without the Bishop of Qjlia • 

/ should have wondyed y that foe many Bishoppes and 
prelates gathered together in this'Vnlawfull comenticle 
could foe bee ouerwhelmed in this Agiptian darfne s ds 
they could not fee thisapparant light , had l not kjiowne 
the like afterwardes in our owne countrey . But thus it 
js,wkcnBisbopes feedingtbemfeluesyandnot theyrfloc-r 
, kes 9 run aw ay at the fight of the Wolfe , and bee tray 
Erodes caufe with theyr slavish feare or flattery . 

The reafons alledge d for this theyr wickpdfentence a- 
gainfitheyrefupremeSpirtuall head were fupported with 
'the horrible periury of many eminent Clearkps^a thing mofi 
detefiable in foe holy a function : and a great argument 
agatnfi him , was that hee ref ufed to bee tudged by thefe 
his fuhicBes , a matter contrary to Bpligion and all rutea 
of gouerment . Heereupen thefe rebells agatnfi the Church 
fxcomunicated the Vope out of the Church y and imitatedm 
all point es tbea&ios of atrue counfillfiutjli Ugratingvp o 
the oldquarrcll of the league withCecill againfithcEmptrc 
fo was theworldeuerpredominatesomealfo pretended the 
caufe of theyr connyuece or cofent to thiscouenticle wasfor 
an *Vnio beet weene the Church andt he Empyre hub pro * 

tied on the contrary fidethe originall of a tedious diflfen ^ 
tion keetweene tbem') andfame wifir then the refifubfiri- 
bed to the Conuentic It to fatisfy the f refent ntcefittyes of 
the Empyre , with re fir nation of theyr fentence to the 
Churxhes jmort ferious and further determination • The 
fmperourkeereupqn not only adored the bcafie y attributing , 

_ to his ldoll all honor beelonging to the papacy , as kjfiing 
jL--1 if r f cet€ > houldmg bisftyrrop , and leading his borfe ; but » 

refh 0<Sa- alfiprocUymed throughout the Empyre y that all the Vrc- 
' laitj ibouldaccept andreuerence him as Tope , threatening 
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banishment former to fuch asrcfufedit.lAndprefently 
tnfutd the tymeto try the gold in the fire of ptrfecution: p^tes* 
"Horn rv as the tome and chafe parted: For they whopre- w ho refifte 
ferred theyr foules before theyr worldly fubftance, left this fcyfinc. 
theyr countreyes , their Churches,andall their Ecclefiafti- Scyfma- 
tall dignityes, which OElauiansfcyfmaticallfollowers, “ ck ? 
by intrufion invaded: Soemiferable was the face of this C ai dignity*" 
deformed Church. Key t her was ^Alexander heerewith Alexander* 
difcomforted, but the more the perfecudon preuay led, the threatened 
more couragitusly heeoppofed himfelfeagainft the Empe- the Empe* 
rour,for hee prepared to denounce iudgmtt againft himfro rour wlt ^* 
his~4poftolickethrone,hee fummoneahtmtoappeare,and cxcomml1 ' 
^Jtngtoobey^hreatenedhtmwiththefwoardofEx- The Arch- 
ammunication. v bishop of 

Arnold Archbishop oflrlountesbeeingthefirjlwhoab- Mo times 
folutely fubfcrihedagainJiV ope Alexander (for the Pa- ?*** 

triache refer tied his of inion to the Churches iudgment) A 

was the firjl who fujlcyneddue punishment therefore,bee- \fbinder, 
ingonthcHatiuity of faint l ohn the Baptijl next follow- mifaMit 
ing > mofi cruelly murdered by his owne Citrines, throwne Murdered 
noised out as a prey for Wo lues and dogges, and his body by bis 
after diners abufes offered it fin the endfltnktngadfcarce cSradcfuc- 
to bee finowne, by Jlealth and with great difficulty bn - cecding the 
ryed.His next lawfull ft ccejfor was Qonrade the Empe- fcyfmaiick 
rours hinfman, who leaning the Emperours fcyfmaticall in the Ar- 
faBion,fo [lowed P ope 'Alexander, and for his iufi caufe chhisho- 
endured perfection, as alfoe whole Conuentes of the * Ci- j”: lck 
fiercianSy who were banished for defence of Alexander . aii^oVoi- 
But dwongothers wdsVeeterArchbishop of Tarantafa y j owc Ale- 
mojito beeadmyred, who,notwitkjlandingbce laboured xandcr. 
aboueall others, in mayntaimng A lexander againft OEI 4 - The Cifter* 
uian, was honored by the Emperour for his fingular r ver- c ' au ® P® r ^ c “ 
tues. Thus bee and Jome others in this mine of Bishoppes Alexander 
were trycdfaytbfulltntbe Churches canfeyOUauidonthe Tfec A rch 

Vishop pfTarJrafiiinoflcoftaot toAjexadcr,yet honored by Frederick 
for his fuiftity. ] ' ~ ij iij ' " 
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inueftui frd t£**}H W 1 ? bt [ h « tin & hi »f'V‘'* 

Frcdericke* ne juhrmttedthe ‘Papal mfignes to the Empty ours will* 

Theking^of ant * receaued hacke from Fredericksbis inuejlure by the 
Englad c5 ryng: Tbisappearetb in Alexanders Epijlle to the Bishop 
ftantto A 0 f Lexouy, whennhee feemah very much to rely *vpom 
t£neth Oc- kl% °f ^ n ^ 4n des confiancy, extoiling himwith ex- 
tauianc> traordmary prayfes. F or {mg Henry foe much contemned 
Nuuri’os. Oftautan, as bee made af orne of his Huntios and letters • 

Ti<^Arch- Lafily there were t wot hinges contrary to them flues yet 
Bishop of concurring in thisyccre, which bauing relation to the hi- 
Jlory ofS . Thomas,arc not to bee pajf*d ouer in filence, T he 
xandeiyand one >thdt the Archbishop ofSenon beeingnow mojtfaytb - 
agreatfre- full to Pope Alexander, proved after war des as faythfull 
ind of faint to faint T komas Archbishop of Canterbury; the other,that 
Thomas. Uham of V any Priefi Cardtnall of fun cl Veeterad win- 

tialf fP^ U cu ^ um f a y nt * n 0> W*th Jtlence at the Conventicle of Pauy 
fainting m ** the caufe of Alexander, was afterwardes as faulty in 
Alexanders the caufe of fainEl Thomas* 

caufe pro- King Henry the fecond of England acknowledging A- 

l ° ^ exan ^ er thelawfull Vopefent this yeere Embajfadours t* 
An ZT fw canonizing fainfl Edward King of England and 

5. Edward C°nfcJfor> beeing 9 5 .yeers after his death, whereupon mi- 
King of£n- racks beeing wrought y God did with the power of theft 
gladadCo- two fringes, the one in Heaven > the other in earth, cm- 
teflor cano- fir me Alexanders Wndoubtedtytle, and oar remote I land, 
rcupomira- one °f f ^ e ^Hermofi ho unde s ofthe world confejfed,wbom 
cles were fi 19 * of his Countreymen ,yea Citti\ens y wic{edlycon- 
wrought. tradiEled.Now alfo Peeter the renowned and holyArch- 
Miracle* bishop ofTarantafia beeingfent for by the Pope to ftreng* 
T°r gl £l b - y ftythfull m theyr true obedience to the Church, 

ahopofTa" f bc fcyfindticall intruder of the Bishopric\e cf 

racafia,pro- Chryfopolis,f eking to difinrbhim in his lourney > was 
uing the miraculously, fir o{en, and dyed defierately. An other ty - 
lawfwll ele- rant likewife,ashee attempted to make a prey of the good 
dtron of A • m t n ^his horjer arming amayne, in tie wiry affajseeing^ 
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Jpoyled, ouerthrewehtm, whu h cm fed him , to bee come ^-j, e .. 

4 penitent, andobtayne pardon both of God and the holy bishop 'of 
Bishop. Many o; her miracles were moreover shewed in Tarantafia 
him, which together with his admirable <vertues, labor confirnteth 
and f reaching , not only enforced that feirce Lyon Frede- * beC » tb o- 
riche to lone him , hut alfo confounded the erronious, and b«Jf e nce°” 
established the Catholics beeing imnumerable multitudes the Pope in 
in Italy, burgundy and Loraygne. In the fame forte faint Italy , Bur- 
•Antbelme Bishop of Billicens afitfied with one Gejfery a gundy, Lo- 
learned wife and vertuous man , fee per/waded the Priors * a 78 ne L 
of the Carthufiansand Ciftercian<( who amazed knew not Bi s ho f 

which way to take) that as now beeingfetled by them in Billic&fctl 
the right, they with theyr orders, especially the Carthu- eth theCar- 
fians, through out the whole wefierne Church, were the tbuflans ad 
cheife publishers and defenders off ope ^Alexanders caufi. 5 
"Heither thus ended the worthy endeavors offainU*An- ^ 

thelm andGeJfery,,but they difwaded manyother Prelates der, winn^ 
and theyr fubiecles from following thewickedfcyfne of ing thereby 
O ctaui$,and made the 'Utterly deteft it Whereupon Fre the weftern 
Sericke defirous fill to difpofe of the "Papacy, although ^ h “ rc ! 1 - 
beeneytber had power to bletfe nor curfe, condemned faint j“ ck 

Anthelm, afirme pillar of the Catbolicke Chnrcb,Jufieyn- Spayne ' ' 

bag the fir ong frame of obedience through Spaine, Gaule, Gaule.and 

dnaBriteygnt. . Brytaygne 

Alexander ntuertbelejfe returning toBjime found O&a- acknoWr -, 
urns faElion foefrengthened with the power ofhts noble „ n g de * Ic ' 
hundred, and fuck as the Emperour had with bis 'Utter- Alexander 
nuft endeauors laboured on his fide , as hee could bane notable to 
there noplace ofcorinuance j wherefore hee departed thence continue is 
into Company, and all thePatrimony offaint Pee ter and . Ron,c . b «- 
iheadiaetnt territoryes about the Citty beeing allmojl r"f £ PP rt 
roholypoffefi by the*Almaynesandfcyfnuttickes,heede- 
ttminedbythe adutfe of bis faythfull Counfellors to got Alexander 
by fa with his brethren the' Cardinalles into France, enforced to 
hfiwng therefore (be BfsbopofPreneJlync hisvicarand into 
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fubftitute in the Citty,addtfyofing other thinges necejfar^ 
for the Church, hee with the Qardtnalles went to Tara- 
na to take shipping, where hee foundfoure Galleys excel¬ 
lently ordered, beeingfent by the King of Cecill toferui 
i him : Which hee and the Curdinalleshad no fooner boar- 
fiiffereth” dedjbut that a horrible tempefi ayftng with thcviolece of 
shipwracke thewindes,wauesand rockes, shattered the dll topceces: 
without . yet heerethefucceffor ofS .Teeter obtayncd ata,boueS .Vault 
Ioffe of life atMaltaforGodgraunted to theApoJlle the Hues of all the 
orgoodes 4n jpajhngers i but to the Apoftoltke Alexander 

o*™j. m iy ( fj e Hues, butalfo thegoodesof all that were ire 

the Galleys. Heither was Alexander 'vnthankfullto the 
Th A h ^tngof Cecill for this extraordinary fauor for when hee 
hisho/Vf was after war des follicited withgreat fummes of money 
Taiantafia to haue depofedhim,as a man not able to weylde the fiate 
fent Legate of a kjngdome , and to haue placed Amt rate Matoas an 
into France t (hcr Vypin of Trance infis throw, the V ope not only re- 
to make *f u j- e jn, but remdynedaljfb to death his conftant freind t 
tweene ”* f oe Tling, though otherwife ill, was heerein Wort hie 
France and andprouident . The Tope notwtthftandmgthts , refolumg 
England, to goe into Trance, heard the countrey was Wonderfully 
Peace con- tnt y ro yl ( d by reafon of wacres lately aryfing beetweene 
eluded. t j )( ^,„g es0 f Trance andEngland,andthereforefent Teeter 

Archbishop ofTarantafia to reunite themagatne in lea¬ 
gue. "Which bee happily accomplished, and thereupon en- 
fued that both the hinges in theyr feuerall dominions fum- 
monedtheyr Bi shoppes , Abbot tes and Baron*: the king of 
-* Nouum England at * Hew-Market tnK&rmandy, and the king 
Mercatutn. g c f r4 nce at BeWuoys where they treated and concluded 
about the reteauing of A lexander and rtieEling Odauian: 
andbecaufe the Emperour neuer ceafedtofolltcite them to 
ioyne with him in the acceptance ofOclautan ,fomewhat 
tofatisfy him, and make a prefect conclujion of the con- 
trouerfy, they called in one a Counfellof both kjngdomesi 
where the fcyfmatjcall Cardtnalles Guido and Ifhn on 
* “.. ' ~ ~ the 
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the belthalfe ofOBatiian, and Henry ofTifa, Iohn ofKa- Alexanders 
ples,and W ilium of Tauy Cardtnalles for Tope *Alexan~ title mani- 
der Appeared* Heere Outdo in the prefence of thef kjnges in a 

and Trelates,andthatgreat multitude both of the Clergie j . 

and Layette , extended for O&auian the vttermoft of his 0 /France* 
wiftandeloqucnrc,to whom William of Tauy a fingulur and siiglad. 
Oratoryopemnghtsmouth that was shun atVauy,replyed, 
and foe retorted his owne argumentes <vpon him, as hee 
oueredme him with his owne weapons',in the conclujion of 
tohicb confliFle the nvtBory was foe apparant oft * Alexan * 
dersfide,as both lunges withtbeyr fub lefts ac\no W led~ 
gedhm euer after thetr ffirttuall gouernor, and t her upon 
was exc omumcation pronounced againfl the S cyfmatic kgs* 

Thus all beefides the Empire yeelded to Vope * Alexander > 
tvhofafely repofeing himfelfe in the principality of the ' 
hi n & °f Cecill, expected a conueuiente tyme to pajfeouer in* 
to Eranee Jsauing thus prepared his way by Teeter *Arch+ 
bishop of Tarantafia > a man of that fingular humility, 
charity, and contempt of the world, as hadheenot bin dtf 
fwadedwpon *vrgent reafons ,hee would haue fold his 
horfes , and beejt owing the money on the poore , trduelled 
onfoote . But y happily kindred,hee was inftantly <vpon TV hick- 
the Topes occafionsenforcedto <vfethcm in his tourney to Taraiftafias 
Erance', when faying by the wayattheMonaflery of flu- humility ad 
riackfot want ofhealth,hee ncuertbelejje refloredthefic^e charity. 
miraculously to their health ', and that by the confluence of 
people flocking to him theprouifion of the Rjligious. should Arch- 

not bee wafted, hee with the fame power multiplied theyr 
corns and bread', where alfo a kflight wbofefonne tv a* de- miracles'** 
friued of fight, hoping torecouer by the merit ts of f/v confirming 
Saint, what his child for his owne demeritts had loft, the Popes 
carying himtowardes the *Abbey, and meeting by the way cle&ioa. 
with a Catbolikg, who had bread h allowedly the *Arch~ 
bishop, applytd feme of the crummes thereof to his fin-, 
hee d>dprefentlyfee,andthe father^ 
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who thought to prejfethe Saint with his fate, did itoip 
render God and him humble thanks for this benefit. The. 
Vouernor of Corboyle in France hatting a daughter of 
fine yeeres old , who was borne lame, offered the child at 
theSaintes feete , by whofeprayer and impofitionof his 
handy sheeprefently obtayned integrity of her limbcs.Front 
thence bee pajfed through Variswttb wonderf nil expecta¬ 
tion of t he kinges andprinces, and exceeding concourfe of 
multitudes of people , euery where honoring him, andpref- 
Jing about him not only for thefe rare curesfoe oftt shewed, 
hut dlfatofiethe Topes Legate, the me finger ofpeace , the 
xnemyof warre y whofe bloody difeord waseuennow rea¬ 
dy to confound both kjndomesy euery one for reuerence of 
hisfanCtity^ndfor remedy of tbeyrmaladycsjlriuing to 
jgett but fomc little peece of his garment. *At the Bland 
Mountayne the confine of France and Hirmandte Henry 
King of England haded to meete him y and nofaonerfawe 
♦Alighting him,but * leaping from hts horfe hee ran to him y and im - 
bracinghis feete y infant ly got his *vppergarment,yea al» 
though hee refufedy although hee rejifted, although hee and 
others dtjfwaded, yet the kj n g p'rfifted , and one of the 
legates followers faying y and what should an old tome 
cloaks doe in a hinges royal wardrobe} T he king anfwered, 
you would neuer’vfe thefe wordes , did you but kjtow the 
great cures that haue btn wrought by his girdle which 
nowfame yeeres finer was giuenmee. *Ahout this place 
refied the Legate > treating with the prime men of the 
kjngdomes+ concerningaconclufion of peace,where apoort 
woman whofe daughter was dumb from her natiuity, 
more reSpe&ing her childes cure,then the glory of the k*** 
gesandjlateof tbeyr hgngdomeshould notbee refiraymd * 
but that she broke in through tbegreatefi of them > leading 
with her the childe m y ncytbcr did this humble Legate for 
all this noble ajfemblyrefufeher, but praymgyOnd putting 
his thumb dipped trt his opne ffcittlc the xhtldes 
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much r and then figning her tongue and lippes with the 
CroJJ'e, hdi her Fpeake dfter him> which prefently shee did^ 
and afterwdrdes continued the *vfc of herJpeccb . And in - 
JUntly ayongman brought his feeble dnd Idme mot her y 
whofigned with the Legates bene di&ion y recouered . The 
Legate an other ty me conferring with the king of France y 
the young prynce of England dnd the Earle of F landers % 
about thuweyghty bufines y a moeman preffed towardes 
him with her fonne beeingtwelne y ceres of age y and fea- 
uenyeeres blind y wbom when the Courtyers and attendees 
Would bane kept backe , the Legate commanded her y wee¬ 
ping as she was , to bee brought with her childnsnto him y 
anathe Legate asking the childe what hee dejired y my lord 
{fayd he) that \ may fie > the Legate put ape ece of mo¬ 
ney into the childe s hand y and wee ting his fingers in his 
owne Ffiittlefigned the crowpt ofthe childe s headland his 
eyes y with the 6roffc y and prayed y the princes wondred 
what the Legate me ante y thtnk}ng heehadicflcd> but th$ 
child infiantly recouered fight y Jawe the money in hit 
handed all thingesclfe y the Princes and all admyred y and 
the denoute king of France beeing certaynly affnred of the 
miracle y falling on his kpees y k}ffcd the childes bead and 
eyes . At theMonafiery of lAoztimex the legate wA&lv- 
WedncfHay giuing hallo wd ashes to the king of En¬ 
gland and others % a knight , who by reafon of a wound re - 
eeaued in bis temples from a Croffebowe y had lofi now 
longfincc the fight of one of his eyes* importunately bee- 
fought the Legate to refiore him his eye y the Legate excu- 
(tng himfelfe , and intreating the knight not to prejfe him 
aboue hispomery tbe knight Jilll infiantly surged hm^till 
in the end the Legate touched > blejfed y and difmiffed bim y 
whereupon bee receamd the fight ofhis lofi eye .The knight 
published this to his lord the king and others , wberufom 
God was more fray fed and honored % and his feruant more 
tmmued, Inall which miracles wrought by this Arch• 
v — ia ii 
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bishop the Topes Legate , *Almighty God did shotohis afZ 
probation of Alexanders eleBton . The Empcrour and 
03*ufens OBauian neuertheUffe defferate in theyr malice y conti-* 
Conuciui- nued theyr fcyfmaticall Conuenttcles beegun at Tauy 9 
clcs. next at Crema y and then at Laude. 

An Dom. . Alexander beetng not able to execute thefunBion of his 
d fupreme authority tnltalie y beecaufeall that euerhadre - 
voyage Z € <>urfe to him there> wererobbedand imfrifonedby OEla- 
to France uians fouldters y refolued vponFrance y andwithin the 
from the Ociaues of our Lordes N atiuity taking shipp with his 
<oafle of Cardinally about Mount Circe, on the feafiof faint •Agnes 
to C5cnua CC ( God proffering his voyage) came to Genua y where con+ 
trary to the Emperours command , hee was royally enter** 
from Ge- t4 y n °d h *he Cleargie and Layetie.Launching from Genua 
tiua to an on Tap on funday y hee prosperously arryued on Talme fun - 
Hand of day in an I land of Liguria , where hee celebratedEafter. 
Liguria* The Hand beeing not long able to cantaync bm $ andbceji~ 
des a mighty number of Prelates expecting him on the 
from the tnayne land, hee came towardes a populous village of 
Hand to Mount Veffnla, where fuch a prejfe of people went forth 
Mount Pcf- t0 mC ete him , as clad in his Tontificialty , hee was hardly 
Tula. / 4 yi e (Q td /^ y u horfe,foe great a concurfe there was to tyfc 

The Popes his feete y andhappie was hee thought that could but touch 
entertain- the hemme of his garment ST he lord ofthe towne for a myle y 
jxient in leading his horje, with Barones and a comely trayne of 
franc*. fbuldiers wayting on him, hee entredthe village with 

lemne Trocepon : where among the Chrifttan nobility that 
humbled themfelues at his feete, came aPrince of the Sa- 
' raccnes pompeously attended , and falling on his kjiees 

cre Yreue! before himw^h great reuerence bowing Uwe and kjltng 
tcnce and his feete, deliuered him from hu lord a king of the Maho\ 
folene cm- metansan embaffage in his barbarous language , but ex* 
fcaflage to pounded by an interpret er\whom the Tope courteously an - 
the Pope. f w eredy & honorably entertaynedj lacing him at his feete 
dmong others of the nobility . $oe the infideUs reuetemtd 
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him whom thefcifimati call Emperour perfected.Onfun - 
day folio Wtng the Tope,declaring openly in the Church be - O&auiaii 
fore 4 great multitude of all fortes, hts lawfull election* againe c*J 
the perfidious attemptes of the fiyfmdtickgs>foletnnly commuai-* 
excommunicated OBauian and hiscomplices. An outra - * atc ‘ • 

gous famine at that time encreafingand confirming A- m ^ c ^ /y. 
quitaine withtheadiacentcotreyes,threatened allErance\ quitaine- 
wherefore the Tope ficnttroo of his Cardinallcs to the king 
of France, figwfyinghisarryual within his Bominions, 
andrequejlingto kjtowe in what parte of hit hjngdome hee 
would appoint him and hts to remayne: whom the king for 
the honor of fainB Peetcrreuetently ^fid^rc turning them 
backs with all contentment to Pope Alexander^whomhee 


1 called his Lord fat her, and Tajlor ofhisfoule.And accor - 
■ dingto the ktngesandhis counfiellesdefignment, ^Alexan¬ 
der about the month of tune trduelled towardes A l- The Pope 
uerne , and on the Eeuen of the AJfamption of our B lejfied * 

Lady came to Claremont. 


'■ The Emperour now feeing the whole Chrifiian world 
(except him fie Ife) folio we Tope Alexander > was con- 
f founded but not cohuertediforfiandmg on his owne po wcr 
bee kpewe the limitts of hts Empire to bee extraordinarily 
1 enlarged, and allmofl all Italic fiubieB to hit "Dominions 
mreouer hee feared , if Pope Alexander preuayied , hee 
should loofehis Emperiall courtesyflraitghtnedtherfore in 
this forte, beeing a man of a great witt and deepe Policy, 
bee beegan to deuife how hee might with agenerailaffient 
of the Church haue both Alexander and his Idol 0 flauian 


dtp fed, and a third elected: Andbeecaufe, like will to 

like y hee made choyfie of Henry Count of Trey , in whom 

bee repo fid efyecialt truft, to bee heereinhisftrcngtb and TheEmpe- 

afitfiance.The Countether fore inJlruBed by the Emperour 

returned home,and comming as afubtle temp tor to his lord fa n g of 

the king ofFrance,amanofaDouesfimphcity,craftily j J ; 2 ncc. 

f%gcfiedto him on the Emperqurs bcchalfe a fingulargood 
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way to ma\e ’* perfeB •union in the Hjomane C burt&% 
which was, thdt tbeEmperour for the pure lout of Gost 
defired that they two, fating the grtdtejl Princes oft hie 
forte of the World, should ot Amnion,o tonne confining 
on boththeyr dominions, offemble together the Cleorgie 
andLoyety both of theEmpire ondFronce, end the Em- 
ferourto bring with him Oflouion end his eomplieesidnd 
the King, Alexander With fas Cdrdtndlles, end there the 
cleBion of them both beeing diligently exeminedby the 
ClergieofItaly i GermanyandFronts,todetermine them 
robot n us befidndmofiprofitable to the Cbrtjha Common 
•wealth. The king out of hit pious diffofitien too confident x 
and confide ring the great mifchetfes which arofrvpon this. 
Sfcord, condefcendcdto the Count,promifing fas fafe con* 
du&to the Emperourfor effecting tfas matter. V fberufon 
the Count returning to the Emperour in Lumbardy, confir¬ 
med this on the hinges beehalfe with his oat fa. Hence 
Spreadone fall rumor throughltaly to the greife of all good 
Catholics, fearing leafi heereby the Churches liberty, 
should faeendangered^igainfithe day thfEmperour with 
his Princes andpuijfant army came to the appoyntedplace % 
and OBafaon with hisfcyfmaticall c oft deratesfollowed , 
The king with his Clergie and nobility hofieneddlfothi¬ 
ther,meeting tn the way ot Salman with Pope Alexan¬ 
der, where honoring one an other, they tonfitlted two- 
daycs about this appoyntedajfcmbly,but beeing a thing not 
only 'Unworthy, but aljo contrary to the Churches Canons , 
that the Papacy facing the bigbefi Jeate, should fatfubieOs 
to any earthly iudgment ,it wasagrttdtby all, that only 
feme of theprincipal! Cardinalles should bee fint toma* 
nifefi to the world the lawefull cleflton of Pope Alexan¬ 
der,and Ottomans title to bee but afryuolous impofture. 
Vfberupo fiueCardinalles aecopanydtheming totbeparlee^ 
tbePope with the rtfi retyring tbemfclues to tkelrlonafiery 
ofQpit indqwtayne. The king with fas reuerentatid hoy 
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M»r*ble trdyne came by Diion to 7dount Saon which de- 
uideth France front Germany, expeEhng there robot the 
Emperour wouldpropound. W here fore the uirth here • 
tike OSauian , feting the Ejeuerent Cordinolles of the 
Church ofBjme, and the Cleorgy of France confiant ly ap¬ 
pearing againfi him, heeing afrayd ofbis tryal,complayned 
to the Emperour, that bis aduerfary lexandsrdifdayned 
to oppeare, and bimfelfe wbofc caufe root in the Empe¬ 
rour s prtfence confirmed at the Counfell ofTauy, mufi yet 
come to a neto examination.^berup on the Emperour irt- 
ten/ed with anger,fent the fog word that bee had broken 
hiscouenant, and falftfydhis oath , beccaufe bee brought 
not ^Alexander to the place. The king therfore aduifing 
with his counfell, anfwertd, that allthough hee could 
lawfully excuje the “Popes ah fence, yet becaufe hee would 
not derogate from his regality or renowns, nor bee tayn- 
ted with any deceyte, hee it eytheriufi or vninfi,bee 
would prefently without any difiimulati on fend for the 
Pope and his brethren thither, uind foe inflantly pofied 
away me fingers to call the Tope and Cardinals thither 
with Ffeede, or otherwfe to fignify that hee mufi yeeld 
bimfelfe acaptiue into the Emperours handes,according 
as it was couenanted hetveeene them. Vfherupon the 
Tope and Cardinals feeing the fog tbnsentangledin the 
Emperours fnares, were marueylously troubled, confide- 
ringhow they were on allfides beefet with dangers, for 
f they wentethyther tovndergoe the iudgment of men, ’ 
they faw the Churches liberty hazarded by violence j if * 
they went not,but fujferedthe fog to he enthralled by ! 
the Emperour, they could expeft nothing for themfelms t 
but imprifomttnt and Ioffe of all. For the Emperour was c 
not only dreadfull with his owns mighty army, but had " 
alfo the hinges of Densnarkf andBehemia with bisprin- 1 
ett and powers there vnited with him, intending ,asit f 
fttnssd , to afcom pluh in that p ar lee the malice nht cb hee * 


The Pope 
and Card*- 
nailes to-' 
getherwith 
the King* 
of Fiance 
in danger 
to bee firs-' 
prifed by 
the Empe- 
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bad long hatched againjl the tope and king. But god T*ha 
ntueiforfakfth hts fvffered not the Tope and king to ieee- 
comeapreyto the Emperour ,forbeeJlyrred<vp thejpirit 
of the glorious king of England with a powerful l army 
The King ofrefolute fouldiersto march fpeedily and couragiously 
MMtous etgainft theEmperour^fendingalfo fuch a terrihjefamine 
wt«nft°to amongtheEmperiales,asFredcrick.couldno longerendttre 
delkei the there to tffeti bis intended mifebeife. Vf her fore, to make 
Pope and a fairepretence for hts departure Jsce fint by Reynold hit 
King of Chancellor and others his fauorites to the king of France » 
.* 1 ? , l ce _ out commanding him, that in re garde theyr lord Fredericks 
per ours hi- W4* Emferour oft he Ej>manes,and the fpeciall ^ iduo - 
Ses. (tie ofthe Bymane Chur eh, and th erf axe no Trelates could. 

fudge the cauf of the Election of the tope of Byrne , but \ 
fuch as were xoithintheByrnane Empire, the king with i 
his Bishops & Clergie should repayre to him as a freind i 
andajfoctate to attend bis fentence heerein. W hereunto : 
the kjng fmtlingarfwered, that hee wondreda wife man , 
fpouldfend foe foolish a meffage-,askingtf hee wereigru- . 
rant that Chrtfi committed hts flocke to faint teeter and 
'his fucceffors , or whether hee couldeuer pmue that the , 
king of Frame and his t relates were any inhere excepted, , 
Th . e as heeingnot shtepe of that flocky- •dxid fo contemning , 
of France* tbcEmpcrourandtbiscmbaffagebcedefarted,amingbim- 
by Gods felfe and his nobility, and forttfytnghtsfrontyre to wnes \ 
•fsiftance againjl theEmperour, returned by Gods aftjlance with 
Trefcued frS gl or ytobis courte,andthe fiue Cardtnalles in hkf forte , 
-the Enape- f 0 thetope,shewingtohu holines theyre bleffed de littery. i 
tours ma- TheEmperour on the other fide confounded with shame , 
The king differ fed his army euenpenshingwtthfamine, and wtth 
of England great forrowe went into Germany. *4 bout thts time the ; 
vifiteth the 0 f Englandvijitedtope Alexander,tn thcMenaf 

?°^ki t try of t>obten, and projlrattnghtmfelfe with all hutnili- 

foh hi** ty,k.ijf e, i btsfeete sand when the tope offered him a fate 

facte. mete fir bu Matefiie t het rjfufed it, and with hu Barons , 

. • . 
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ptedt hisfeete: Hee was receaved by the P oft with the 
kjjfe «f peace, and the hjngbefiowing royal andbounteovi 
gftcson him end the Cardtnalles,wiib great ioy defatted. 

The “Pope travelling from thence to towers celebrated, 
there thefeaJiofChriftmas. This yeere alfo lewis king 
f TranceSndHenry king of England meeting VopeJtle- 

rsder atTQciatkt{rohichisfituatedon the river of Toy re) 
hth kinges attending on fotte did leads the ^ 3 ^ geaofiFracd 
hcrfi , hee ryding thereon i the kjt% °f Trustee houldtng and Baglai 
the right, and ticking of England the heftcbeeke of its together 
hrydle, and foe condvBing him to a favylion preparedftr lead «>***- 
him , where hee bygodts afiijlanee Unitedthem in afer- 
feSleage of amity. Sot thefe two kinges divided long in xhe Popi 
bloody warres i agreed both in one to honor in this forte vniteth the 
ioyntly together Chriftes vicar. Jl thing though often kinges of 
<vfed by Ember ours and kinges to Popes, yet never beef ore Ttince and 
■txttcvted by two kinges at once. Soe God did honor him. ?“ 
ttbcmthe Emperovrfought to deprejfe 3 &rewarded the. ^ 

Kinges for theyr humble feruict with a Benedt&ion of 
Teace. 

Nowheere is to bee shorded howty aldemar king of 
Denmark fotine of king Canvtvs theTAtrtyr beeing del#.*. 
ded by the Emperovr and0Hainan , was drawne. within king 0 fDi‘ 
the Lyons pawes •, and foe inforced to bee his homager, yet. marke de-, 
mercifully delivered by Chriftfrom the contamination of ky 

thisfcyfme.ThekitigheeingfolliciiedbytheScyfmatic * 

Kfs, and not vnderfianding the matter ffent Rjfe htsfir came j, ]S 
rntary > a man ofmore totrdes then W ip dome, to theEm-i homager, 
ptrtur, where overcome with thecvrtefies and rewards, yet deliue- 
efTrtdericke and O Banian, and allured alfo with large red by God 

fttmifes made to the king hisDiafier of a Province in Italy Is 

*kdtht gyufrment of Sdzaia., and beeing moreover in for- ' r 

medhowpyovsandBeit w*s, and hoW Well beefeemstg 
the rede andgrtat difcretion offoe Worthy a king? to tome 
**dyeeld bis of if once for Vailing the,Catholtk*s tha* 
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difioyntedi neyther ytt 0 damans humility fulmittimg 
himfilfe to the counfill,nor ,Alexanders ref ufal to obey 
their tudgments, beeingforgotten , was thus perfwadesl., 
undent hacks to relate all this to his kjng,who more hold 
heerin then difcreete,andnot foe much vpon aRjligiotes 
ytdledsd curiofty to fee the fashons of ether countreys, 
entertaynedthefe fugreflions.At that tymi QBauiamlo- 
r . j.. gate tods in bcntMrhe ,but rdtherjiorntd then denoted, 
thop pffco" ^f ,er whofe dimifi ion the king went to Jtbfalon Bishop 
childent 4 °f Befchitdens.hisfojler brotherandfaythfulfretted,* 
wife and man ofrd?e •vert*ej,grdoitydndmfidomeso whom lay- 
vertuoq* httgdll oftttyhee declared his mended tourney, defiring 

Prelate. l&e Bishop to accompany bion,Tbe Bishop dijeouering Fre¬ 

dericks deceytes,condemned them, affuringhee couldtoot 
without violating his religion ,entertaynetheEmpero»rs 
fttmdship, heeing more pafiionatefy them iuflly trmffor- 
ted with t his Jcyfme,and/or his owne parte,that hee mat 
dltogetbervnpromdedfarfncb d tourney.The king offering 
to furnish hint with all t hinges necejfary , the Bishop 
anfwered, hee would net hazard his foule among the fro- 
fefftd enetnyes of Gods Church. The k*»greplymg, bet 
therfortjdefired to haue him along, beetanfi if his com• 
ft tenet should bet any ways endangered , the Bishop 
might refeueand ddtuerbmr, the Bishop euercome with 
his importunity, happily yeclded : whereupon the kjng 
with a royal traynt jett forward.neytber with any dan- 
gets ordiffuafiosofhisfaythfull conn fetters could bet be- 
recalled, but neuertheltfft preceedfd on withgreat inflict 
and religion , which purcbajfcd him in all Countreytt 
where bee paffed, hath lone and reucrence if or though bit 
Company tntreafng amounted m shorn to an army, ytt 
The nnga- would hee not fuffer them to offer the leaf wrong to attyt 
of the king yahtsfenere equity was fuch,hoth at home andahroade, 
•f Den- au when aftetwardes upon want ff prouifionfor his hot- 
marks, ** fes j comp layntng ttthtM mpe sour , bee defied bet might. 
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hm tiefahni for money, and the Emfefaur milled that 
hisfetuantesds others whofollowedthofe wanesshould 
ptt it by fyoyle of,the Countrey: bee cryed out bee was no 
thrift t toot would purchdfi by robbery ,and although in 
tafis of necefiity ibis wdt tolerdttd , yet would bee not 
allow tbdt in other notions,which bee condemned in bis 
owne, or fuffer hisfuhielies withfonaine offends to cor¬ 
rupt their domtftieall Uwes. W her upon the Germane 
frinees admyring, frotefied, thdt happy wds theBjdlntt 
where fmth a kinggouerned. But to retume to the fur fa¬ 
ff •' -After a tedious tourney dfprodchiug the Emperidl 
Cdntfe , bee found contrary to his expectation d cold en¬ 
ter toy nment. For -Abfolon the good Bishof dccomfdnyd 
with Ejfe thdt illEmbaffddor , deltuered bee fore the Em- 
' ferour the edufe of his lords coming. But Eredctikj ton, 

? iemning firfi the kjttges ntglelie and delay, ftyd, that hee 
1 tvho held his fyngdopte hyferuite to the Emperiall TAa- 
' tefiie, forgot bmfelfemuch in omittingthus long his at- 
’ tendance. „Abfolon anf wering,The Emperour shouldhdtu 
l ffldfyd foe much to the Iqng before het nundertoo^e has 
! tourney, and not to inuitehim with fuehfairs and large 

* ftomijes. The Emperour wondering, anftveyed, who fed 
[ f h* hjng with fueh hopes andpromfed^lbfolon produced 

Ejtfe, joying r this is bee, who wtth your high promifes 

I duffed the goodnes of our credulous king. But t^afi 
[ dashed at the Emperours denyall, gave the Bishof leaue 

to ytffould the whole matter. The Emperour fiillgayn- 

* Jh^ully vdbfolon defired his kinge might haste then a 

II 'fife cortdu& backe into his Courttrcy : But Frederick 

* yctldiug to nothing, affirmed, that as hee me died not with 
bis conmungyfoeheiWouldnotafiifi hidin hisgottng. 

I Heerupon the king repenting his rashnes ,ftyd, dlthough 
' the ftuoard hung ouer his head, neuertheles hee would 
! father dye then tnthraU bis eountrey to bondage, -And 
X-l tvith the Emperour 

H ii 

• Digitized by vjjOOQIC 


44 The Preface? 

entbeeonfine’s of France , determined byjtbfolmi tgUrP 
fell, to flye thither byftealth for refuge. But the Emfe- 
/ rour altering bis mynde fought to win him by gifts, 

tphom hee could not bend by terror, andgiuing the goucr- 
tnent ofSclauia allured the kingto doeisim Homage,yet 
foe as it should neyther preiudice his fofterity nor kjng- 
■ dome,allcadgeingfor example the glorious kjngofEngfod, 
mho in li^e cafe for his p/incipallityes in France, did 
Homage to the kjng of France. %And now to defend to 
Oflautans abfurd conuenticle , where the Archbishop 
of Cion declaimed of the tniury offered the l\omane Em¬ 
perour by other hinges who wouldintermedle withchoo- 
fingthe Tope of Byrne, where the Emperour on the con¬ 
trary fide neuer interpofed himfelfe about the elections 
of any Bishoppes in Ctttyes fubiedto their dominions: 
.And the Emperour faying alfo that hee doubted not but 
the hinges there prefent, affembled by him for thatpur- 
pofe, mould concurre wtth the Bishippesin ratifying 
OQautans authority. tybcn OBauian beereupon procee¬ 
ded in his counterfeit folemnity to accurje PopeAlcxan- 
The king dcr, theking of DenmarkeadmonishedbyAbfolon, depar- 
of Den- ted the place, andrefufingto bee prefent ft that fitcrili- 
.1 gious excommumcation, she wed thereby his approbation 
pf' Bishop ffAlexander,and reprobation of Olhutian. *ind Bishop 
Abfolon P Abfolon following *f ( tr, when Oclauian tepefied him 
flyinge Qc- 'to Jlay ,fayd, there wasnortafin but as hee came with 
tauiip, fol * the king, foe hie should departs with him, andfoe they 
Joweth A- fatb left Oclauian. Thus the Emperour contrary to the 
G^ns 0 f the Church, fummonedhinges to efiablisbc 
the Papacy. 

Hetre now dawneth the day offainft Thomos of Can- 
terburyeshifiory, which beeing moft tempefiuous, clofed 
neuertbelts inamofi glorious Euening; for thus writeth 
CordinallBaronius.Tbisfelfefameyeereagreat counfell 
mas fffembledatLondotiin£nglafid t of alltke Biskoppet 
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nutting together about the eleltion ef the 'Archbishop of 
Canterbury,beeingthecheift"Metropolitan of theBjalmet 
fur the death of Archbishop Theobalde who departed Saint Tho- 
thislife onEafer Tewefday, whenhee had adminifred 
that place twenty yeetts; the king himflfe was alfo there ofCaaiei- 
frefent, where by the general ajfent of all, Thomas his bury. 

Maiejhes Chancellor was chofen to that dignity • tohich ■ 
beeing written at large amongthe allions of bis lifecroni- 
ded by Edward a man of that age ,you fee heercbrcifely 
ColleBed and printed: But other matters are likewife re- The An- 
corded by foure *Authors y beeingall Dif copies of faint thors and 
Thomas, the firfi, Hubert hit Clear he, the ncxtW illiam Epiftlesfi® 
of Canterbury, the third I ohn of Salusbury, the lafl, Al- 
lane Abbot of Deache,all whichbeeing dtgefled in three I0 „i ut co |_ 
bookesremayning in the Vaticane library,togetherwith ] e aeth the 
(eleSedEpif lei written by diners .Authors,and all tend- hiftory of 
ingtothispurpofe, among which many werefent by faint **'“* T **o- 
Thomas and Pope Alexander, and beeingby the labour of ma *‘ 
lohn of Salusbury deuided into fine bookgs excellingall s . ~ 

treafures, shall hclfe to beautify this my hiftory. The tome nfj”' Ubo- 
itfclferemaynetb in the Vaticane library. Hubert tefi- reth to flye 
fyeth that faint Thomas fought by all meanes to auoyd the Arshbi. 
ibis Archiepifcopnll dignity, for thefe are his wtrdes: shopprick; 
Thomas laboured with the ktng > that bee shouldforbeare ^"r^hat 
to aduance him to the Archbtsfoppricke of Canterbury, j B thisplace 
frofejiing if hee were foe chofep,hee should prone bis ad- bee shall 
Kerfary and enemy in defending the Churches liberty, offend him 
,W hereunto Salusbury addeth thus : hauiug long ref fed, 

'Vponthe infant urging of Henry offijapreif Cardinall chfrches 
• rffaints Hereu ana *4chilleys beeing there Legate, hee liberty. 
aJfented,wherupon they prefentlyfentMefingers to Tope 
Alexander refyding then at M ountfejfulanfor obtayning & Thomas 
his pall, which forreuerence offoe great aman woe out c5f ** r . ate<1 
•fhandgraunted , arid foe at the topes hands they recta- ofCanta? 
$4**1 ' ■' ~ ‘ bury, * 
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in ky*»t open the excefiitte tribulations 
i . i put extremity's filling out in theprocefje of bis Bi~ 

shopprieby , which exceedingly tffii&ednot only Thomas 
himfelfe with the Church ofCunterbury And all England, 
tut ulfo Pope Alexander wtth the By mane Church , and 
the whole Cutholibe world, wee are foe ouerwhelmed 
ttith Abundance of Authors % ns wee cun hurdly without 
great luhor ploungont of them. For not only Edwurd end 
tbofe foure Authors wryting to thispurpofe ; with other* 

. who regifiredthe occurents of the time, yieldplentifully) 

- £ tnoficopiout mutter tofumisk Chronicles: but ulfo 4 JJ. 

Epiftles fent vpon thut occufion by diners to fundry per - 
font, and effeciully by Pope A lexunder undfaint Thomua 
himfelfe,out of which wee frame this tptfiolury bifiory 
which excelleth others, prtfente vs with fucb un ouer- 
Jwellingfcu ofdifcourfe, us ourfiyle beeing euen drow¬ 
ned, the very plenty nutlet h vs poore. 

An- Don. Pope Alexunder intending to celebrute u Counfell ue 
u4f. Towers t hujknedubout the beginning of Lent to ffeabp 

with theming ofFrunceutfuris, wherethe vertuous 
king with hit lords <3T hjtigktes mett him two leagues 
before his entrunce <f the Citty, undos the hjngfuw the 
Pope, bee ulyghting, run to his ftyrrnp und humbly biffed 
hisfeete, whom the Pope receuuedulfo with u biffe, & foe 
both ry ding forwurd together with the Cardindls , were 
with u moft folemneprocefiion of the Clergy , und greut 
Alexander exultutton brought to the Catbedrall Church. Heere re- 
ctlebratcth muyued bis holmes till Buffer wus puffed . Afterwards 
beetruuuilledto Charters t undthencetoTowers, where 
leUoiTaw. Kalends of Inne, beeing within the Oflaues of 

H ’ Penticoffe , in the Church of faint Marline hte celebrated 

j Thomas hisConttfell wtth 17 . CurdtnuUes , a hundred & foure 
stemming & twenty Bishops , befides * muruilous number of the 
to the Cou- Clergie und Luyetiepunong whom wusfeint T homos wh» 
feHofTew; w # fa lujl yeere inf luuUd in the Arc hbisbo ppricb.ff, 
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taiderlttry,wbim the ftp fit honorably rteeaued^ts bet er» Wat h®2 
fcntalltht Cardinallts, excepttrot that emr attend him, n curably 
to mutt this Metropolitan kef ort bis entrance into the reccauedky 
Cuty, and gone him as fully as bee reejuefied, confirmation *be Pop*. 
tfallhts Cb urthesprint ledges. Heere<Armlpbns Bishop 
ofLexotty, by tht Topes Appointment made the Oration, 
kteingmtfiptousfiarneddj eloquet, wberin bee touch¬ 
ed the Emfereun authority giuen only to hisAlmefiors 
by the H jmane Church And thence dtriued to him,And the^Ie&ed 
frayefh them eharitdbly torelienetbefopeandCardtnalles archbishop 
her tog now honished out of *11. To tbit Conn fill tome of Mounts 
tonrade the EUR ofM ountes, leaning his Coo fin the Em- bit 

ptronr And Alibis tempo roll honors to follow Tope ^ile- Ctofentws 
J tender, by whom bee was nude Afterwords C*rdjn*ll jmTfHftht 
bishop of Sabine , and^irebbisbop of "Mounts, where- Popeatrbe 
with tht Emperour teeing offended intruded Cbrifiian bit Counfell of 
Chancellor into bis piece. In this Counfell .Alexanders Towers. 
•vndmbtedtytle to "Papacy bteing nufi evidently dec la - c5ra “® a ~-' 
redfiHauian with dll bis Complices was againe occur fi the'popc * 
ed. There arc alfo dttters Canons of the fame Counfilltx - Alexanders 
tans, tope Alexander heeing offered by the binges to ma^e vndoubted 
thoyft tf feme Citty within their dominions to inhabit iso, ott * e to *be 
went iso October to Senrn beeing a Metropolitans Citty, 
where bee executed freely bisfuprenttfunfbtn, and au* oflauiaae- 
tbority. Hetre W tlfiam of "Hewborough wandrtth in curled. J 
two errors, the one, that feint Tbonus At the Counfill of 
Tomer intoned in confidence, becaufe hee reeeautdat the Alexander 
fynees hands a (aycall inuefture , beeingneytber Canon*- icfiding at 
ealTy norfincerely dent,vejlgned therefore htsM tshoppru he * cnon . ,a , 
ficretly into the Topes bastdes, which bis H olines refit-' uernethfhe 
red to him againewitb lawful l approbation, curing the Catholike 
firttpUef hts affitlhdconfidencejvbich^s tntheproceffe Church. 
of this wor^c will appeare, was afterw*rdes.Theetber, ^bam of 
tbattbe enlycaufie ofcontrouerfybeetwtene thelqngand Nc *' beriw 
fbe oArcbbishoppe was, that finnS Thomas Would, net err °** 
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puffer him topunisb 4 notorious offending Cledrke, which 
( 4s shall bee mdnifefted) ti ids not the only, but one Among 
ether moft itffl occafions thdtmoued feint Thomes to re - 
froue the king , whereupongreW thit bitter diffcntiom 
TetHewborough would haue thus excufed the king. But 
let e vsnow follow the Archbishop returning home to his 
owns Church from the counfell ofTowerSythdtwee tuny 
feerch out. the original of this greet controuerfy i which 
for feduen yeeres troubling the Rjmdne Church, found 
nonecffeft for uniting this rented dtfcord beetwtene the 
TheTrans- kfngdnd him. lifter the Archbishops returns , 'Vnttll 
lation of thetrdnsldtionof fdin&Edwsrdthe king, which was 
S.Edward f 0 lemni\edonthe third of the I des of OSioher , there re* 
tndynedquietpedceund contentment beetweene the king; 
•CSfcffour! ctndhimy butwhdt dfterwardesenfued, thefe Author* 

. ' beeingeye-witneffesofthe proceedinges dot tefiify*. 

considerations vpon 

the Preface* ■ « 

L Et/vsnopf htere behouldthe Chrijliun world as At 
thistyme it prefented it felfe. W here firff wee fee 
the Tope CP Cdrdindls bdttishedout of B^meftdly dnd dll% 

the mighty Emperour of Byotuepofefiingdll theyr deminioj 

. Eccltfidfticdll C? tempordll,4ndmdyntdineing Oftduidtt 
that 'vfurping Scyfmdtick^ intheVdpal throne . The Tm~ 

fetourof Conjldntinoplenotintermedling with the'ffef~ 
ternt Churchydnddlfo Utely ouertbrowne by the CeciUdSt 
Thekingoflerufdlem[thougk dckjiowledgingAlexdnder 
hts Idwfull fdftor, yet rdigmng dfarof, & hdrdly able to 
defendtheftontyersof Chriffendome^dinjl the Saracens* 
The good king of Denmarkf though Idtely showing him * 

felfedndpprouedCdthoUke,yetfrederickesHomdgery*nd 
dtuorcedby dll Germany from dftjltng Vope Alexander, 
fyhemt*drowned in Germdny und.Rungsry k remote 
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kfn^iomti andthough fubieB totbeEjmaneSea, yet tut 
obit to fucc our her. The king of Ctcill, though A lexan- 
dees faythfull freind,yetfoe inettmbred with domeJHcall 
rebellions > as bet could not rayfi on army to reftore hint* 
Tbt kingdomes of Spame , though they rOtshed him wells 
ytfoe otter come with tbcMahomttaM otrts ns they refates 
were mtferable. So bee was only left by God to the pious 
& t Vert booking off ranee,the powerful l hjngofEngland, 
and in myne opinion, thegreatefi king oftheHormanrace 
tbdt euerfwayd ouer this land :f or {ds Gilbert B. of Lon¬ 
don writing in the mimes of dll the English Bishops to 
font Tbetndi Archbishop of Canterbury, fayth ) his do¬ 
minions redchedfrom the Terinean Mountaines to the 
Hortberne fedsi and if Edward the II l.Henry the V. and 
Edward the iy .hauint England,! reland,Callts i <S~ rather 
a tnmnltnotts tytle, then any pedeedbUcoimtreyes or pro¬ 
fitable teuenues in trance, Were able to tryumph oner 
trance, then how much Was Henry the II. who becfidcs 
England<2r Ireland, had tbeDutchyes of N ormatpdy ©* 
& Aquitaine, with the Eqrledome ofAnione hti natiut 
foytedr other bonores in quittpofsefiion, to omitt Brit dine 
that had a great dependant eon him, able to ouermatch the 
pnijfance off ranee *T opajfe from this to htsgreat reuerenct 
O’ ajfeBion to tope Alexander » l know no king that 
ener showed more: and laftoafetnd tot bis aBions, the 
tfeBesof thefe,Henry the II. dreweEngland, trance, 
Spaine, Ireland 0* HorWaye toobey Pope Alexander:and 
When the Emperottr would bane furpryfed at Mount 
Iaon , the f[ing of France , and thereby entrailed the tope 
& Cardinal let, &r Ipoy led them ofall ,tburenowned ¥L, 
With his cottragiousdrmy ref cued them. KoW what a ter* 
rihle attempt Was it of the enemy of Mankind to with - 
dr awe (if bee could)from the tope foch a ksng,fromthe 
Church Jucb a child > But though the billowes of thefe 
fens Were wonderful!,yet God was snore maruaylous tn 
guidmgfainB Vetters ship through them. ConfidenngaU 
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thefe,e uery indifferent man may in rending this Eptjlolary i 
hijlory iudge howgccatreafonthe Topehad, tu far ns in ' 
tonfcience heepofibly could,to forbeare this king fotwtll £i 
deferuing of theApoJlolikf Sen. Andalfo when, inforced ^ 
through tufticethereunto, beewouldhaue executedagatnfi 
him the cenfures of the Church, whdtdtrue heroicnll <ver- 
tuous d&e it wds to prefer the loue C duty hee bore to ^Al¬ 
mighty God, before tbefauor of foe great,&fuch a deferu- " 
ing freind. And whdt dboue dll others is moft to bee 
marked in theprocesof this matter ,dltheugh albhe Bi¬ 
shops of this rcdime fearefullyCr fowlywandred aftray, 
yeaalthough faint Thomas of Canterbury himfelfe like dn | j 
other faint Teeter falling,recoueredagaine , or rofe to a -1 
glorious Martyrdeme-.yct Tope Alexander, whom it chei- 
fely concerned, neuer erred eyther infaytb or infaBr,God 11 
f, direfledwitb hisbolyGhofithegoUernorofbis Church. 
Ldjlly to conclude with this famous kfnge, whofe fairt 
aryfingfunne was foe oucrclomded with his turbulent 
pajlions, as they, molejkd the whole Church, andgaue ^ 
oicafton (though,vntoitting to him) of the Martyr dome tf 
the glorious Saint: hee returnedneuertheles in the end foe i :j 
clearly againe to himfelfe, as hee gone that great fatisfac- 
tion,& indured, yea impofedvpon himfelfe foe shdrpe a A 
pennanceds was able to make his very enemys relent, and 
djlony he arte with teares. to fifty him: Neither doe I 
thinke but the prayers &■ merites of S. Thomas, that con- 
uertinghisbloudyexecutionerstocotritepenitetes through 
Cbnjlcs pafton fused their foules, did inlike forte, yea 
•more effectually helpetoraife to the fame cternall blejfed- 
.nes this kjng, after hee departed this world in theOflaues ... 
of S.Teeter & S'.T.aubAn.i iSy .beeingfirftpenitet, cofef- N 
fing his finnes, & rereading the moft B. Sacrament. This 
being deliutred by Card. Bar. out of Kroger Lbaueprecifely 

fet downe,becaufeit isCrohicledthatthe king dyed out 
of charity, beetng l thinke asfalfe, as that-T ope Adrian. , 
.( according to the Styfmatickes fable) wat choakgd with 
a flye, or &. lohnpoyfoned by aM onkpoo^ THE 
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OF CANTERBVRY. 

HE olde enemie rnaketh continual! 
HjP^I warre againft the Church , but the 

0 ||fl fenne of God who hath redeemed it 

withhisoWne blood. Willalfa by the 
Wood of his oWftc rnembres bring the" 

&nse to true and perfedfchberty :amoiig’ 
which the glorious company of the Apoftles and pur¬ 
ple coulored army of holy martyrs'hath the prehemi- 
nence by wholedodtrinetheKuely (hones in the buil-■ 
dirigof the bodyofChrift, are confirmed, by whole 
Wood ( as it were i with morter and lymonde) theyare 
ioyned together, and vnited y that the Church of G odr ■ 
goeing forward and multiplying inpiecy, the number, 
of the faithful! might bee made fit for the building of 
anholy Temple yin our Lord.- , , , ,; , 

And adlbeitall Martirsin generatl batreafupereflbi- 
acne pretogatiue of eternal! glory y yet their title »s 
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more glorious, and their Crowne more bright, that 
haue dtferued double honor by inftru&ing of others, 
making themfelues an example ,to their flocke ; and 
laying aowne their liues for their sheepe in the time 
ortrvall: for like as one ftarre exceedeth another in 
brigntnes,foein therefurre&ib the Saintes shall shine 
' like ftarrs, euery one in his proper order, and they 

that haue inftru&ed many to liue veil, shall bee as the 
bringhtnes of the Firmdmcnt for euer and cuer: among 
s»mt Tho ranc ^ f 4 * nt Thtmds *4rtbbisbtp if Cdnterbury 

i»as of Can- may worthely bee placed, who as hce hath bin for 
ttrbuty, Chrift a Companion of their tribulation and patience, 

foe is hee now in Chrift, a fellowe heire of their ioy 
and confolation: whole meritts that they may the 
better appeare to the world, I haueheere fet downc 
the fommeofhis life and conuerfation, brcifely and 
fuccin&ly,teferring thole that delireto reade his a&es 
more largely dilcourledtolargervolumcs of him and 
by him , where hee shall bee latisfyed to the glory of 
Gods grace, which breatheth where it wifi > with 
how great expedition hee difpatchcd many great af¬ 
faires, it appeareth by his Epifties, and by the writ- 
inges of otner credible Authors alfo,which being read 
with due attention, may ftirrc vp vs and fucceeding 
, age? to vertue and piety. 

Hu wms »■Blefled was by birth noble iflue 

borne in Lt- ddcended from no meane parents: from his tender 
4 on of not y eeres hee Was endowed with manifold graces: of ft*" 
Tentage. » hee was tall; ofpcrfonage, comely ; ofwitr, 

quicke} in difcourfefubrill and pleafant, and in beau¬ 
ty of mynd hee was no lefle amiable. In his y ong y ce¬ 
res luchwasthe sharpnes of hiswitt, that hee could 
vnfould ftrange and intricate qucftions, and there- 
withall hee had (be happy a memory,that what loeuer 
hee read or heard, hee could eahly make vie of it when 
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* occalio was offered,'which many greater Clerkes c ould 
not attainevnto: all men did admire chealacatie of 
his Ipirit, efpecially in a man employed in loe many 

* bufinefles: but thus did grace attend and nourish him 
J that was relerued for foe eminet a place in the Church 
'■ of God. In his Sermons and ordinary dilcourlcs (as 
ii hee vfed often times to lay) necellary matter was mi- 

s niftred vnto him: his mother alfo (as hee vfed to fay) . , 

taught him from his cradle to lerue God , and de- ” 

>! voutly to call vppn th&filelled V trgin mother of G od, tn ’ 

» as the diredleroyMpHyes, and patronelfe of his life, 

and next vntdflrarift, to put his cheife confidence in 
her. Hee had compalEon on thofe that begged from jj„ charitis 
doreto dore,andreleiued them efFe&ually, lo as hee andiomfaf. 
might lay with lob, mercy hath grownevpwith mee fi°»- 
from the begitining, and pitty came with mee out of 
my motherswombe. 

'■>' Leaning theichooles of liberal fciences, hee bee- y tcMmt 

c canoe a Courtier, in which profell/on hee gaue foe * 1 'CourtUr. 
c great hope of his forwardnes, that both in the lerious 

affaires of the Courte,and in their dilportesand re¬ 
creation, hee excelled far all his companions of his 
- rancke: and albeit hee did apply himfelfe to the vaine 
deligbtes of youth, as the frailty of that agedid leade 
, him, y et was there euer in him a religious zeale, and 
a magnificent mynd : albeeit hee was beyondmeafure ate was ve. 
defirous of popularity, and ( as wee read of faint Brice ry rtligious. 
of Tours ) although hee was proud and vaine, and 
many times amourous hi his wordes, yet was hee ne- 
vertheles an admirable paternetobee followed in the ^alhftldr. 

When hee perceaued that many thinges were at¬ 
tempted in the Courte,to the dishonor of the Cle gie, 
and that his lining there was repugnant to his intended 
purpofe,by the inuinft and conduction of grace,tather 
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e wjtf pre. c hen by the motion and aduice of hisff eindes,hee prc^ 
'flruic* 0 of ^ enec ^ to the fetuiceof T heobaid Archbishop 

Theobald ^ pf Canterbury of bappie memory, where through his 
Arch-Bishop indufirie inshorte time, hee was receauedinto the 
tfpatt. number of his moft familiar freindes,which were very 

fewe: how many great trauailes hee fuftained there foe 
the Church of God: how often hee did vifite the fe- 
ffe ivss pulchers of the Bleiled Apoftles > for the difpatch of 

employed ip heceflary affaires: with What proIperous fucceife hee 
weighty of. ipedd in hi* negotiations, it is not eafy to bee related, 
fains. elpecially by a pen that affe&eth breuity: purpofing 
only compendiouslie to fet downe the caufe and man* 
n ner of his Marty rdome,for the better preparing of him 

the Ciud that was preordained ofGod to bee foe great a prelate; 
And canon f° r the decyding 'of weighty caufes and inftruttmg or 
jayvt. the people, hee gaue himfelfe to the ftudy of the Ciuii 

and Cannon lawe, and for t he encreafing of his exper 
1 - rience in the Ecclefiafticall function, the faide Arch¬ 
er* xvat bishop made him Arch-peacon of the Church of 

made Arch- Canterbury wherin hee was trained vp. 

Deacon of Afterward when Henry Duke of Normandie and 
Aquitaine the f'onne of Galftide Earlfc of Angiou, and 
Mawldethe Emprelle fucceded king Stephen in the 
crowne of England, the faid Arch-Bishop obtained 
of the king the Chancellorship of England for his 
made^ord Arch-Deacon,for heefufpe&ed the kinges youth , 
Chauhceiior an< * feared f .he malice of certaine yong heades, by 
f/Eng. whom heefeemed to bee dire&ed, leaft that by theit 

counfaile hee should bee incited to take vpon him the 
gouerment of the realme by the lawe of conqueft: for 
. itfeemedvnto him that hee had cfiqueredtheRealme 
wheras in truth, it was nott foe:and cherfore th e Arch- 
Bishop procured fuch i lord Chancellor by whole 
meanes and induftry, the new king might bee flayed 
from attempting any thin^ againtt the Church j hi? 
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malice tempered; and the infolency of his officers rc- 
preiTed who vnder colour of authority and inftice, had 
confpired to make a prey,of the Church,and common¬ 
weal e. 

At his firft entrance into that office, hee fuftainedfo 
great and manifold difficultyes of weighty affaires, was 
enuironed with fo many labours , opprefTed with To 
many afflictions, let vpon with fo many wiles, yid 
expofed to fo many fhares of the courte, (or to speake 
moreproperly ) of the courtiers , that heevfed often 
times with teares to proteft vnto the Arch-Bisbop,and ■ 

others his fireindes , hee was euery day weary of his 
life: and moreouer that next vnto his eternal faluation; 
he defired nothing more,the(without note of infamy) 
to deliuer hinafelfefrom the alurements of the Courte, 
for albeeit the world feemed to applaude and flatter • 
him with all her enticements, yet was hee neuer vn, 
mindfull of his place, andthe Church committed vn¬ 
to him, wherby hee was conftraincd continually to 
contend, and ftriue, for the honor and fafede of the a,s ■ ', 
king, and fecondly ,for the good of the Church, and ‘ 

common wealth, both againft the king himfelfe, and i otu t0 t h» 
his enemyes alfo ,and by diuers sleightes to defeate common 
diuers wiles by them intended againft him: but his 
greateft greife was that hee Was Wichout intermiflio to 
light againft the beaftes of the Courte, and continually 
to bee wreftling with a certauie Protheus (as the Pro- 
uerbij. )foas if the grace ofGod, and his ownein- 
duftry had notpreferued him,heewas like euery home 
haue bin thtowne do^ne head long into, ruyne and 
deftruiftion. 

In the tirtie of his Chancellorship hee found fo great 
fauour with the king,that after the deceafo of the 
Arch-Bishop of Canterhury,hee fucceeded in that Sea, 
to gouern the Church of England, foe the k'og, ha* 
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Hu v>*t uing had manifold tryall of him, deemed his fidelity* 

m»deL.Ar- and magnanimity to bee fit for f© high a dignity, and 
35 T*alfochac thee would haue a careofhisprofit, and go-? 

* uerneall thingesin the Chuich, and Common wealth 

to his good liking, and moreouer hee did fore lee, if ic 
should pleafc God to cut him of by vndmely death* 
that hee would bee a faithfull Tutor for the education 
ofhis children, for furely, hee was a man of wonder* 
full great experience in theworld, and one that would 
A faithfull wife ‘y coniedhife of the euent of things to cotnme: 
Tutor to tht hauing by loag.experience,learned die charge and ho* 
kings ijfu*. nor both belonging to his place :n$e fcnew alio the 
kings conditions and thepride of his officers ,*nd how 
powerfull themabccofms Parafitcs was, whervppon 
heeconiedtured euidendy, that by the acceptance of 
that dignity, hee should lofe the fauor of God or elfc 
of the king : for it was impo$bl& for lam to pleafq 
God, and to obferue thekinges humor, neither cou|d 
hee pleafe the kiijg, and preferre the tawe of God 
pi refufed before his, and therefore fora leafon hee would not 
that fromo- accept of the promotion, which the king and other of 
t> m - his freindes perfvaded him vnto. But the prouidepcc 
of God preuay led, foas by the inftant and vrgent perf- 
wafion of that honorable Cardinal Preift Pifanus, 
Legate of the Sea Apoftolick , hee did latisfie the 
kinges delire, and the perfwalion ofhis freindes,cha¬ 
fing rather to hazard thekinges dilpleafiire, then to 
, giue way vnto the defolation of the Church, and refol¬ 
ding either to proteft it from fo imminent danger of 
leruitude; or elfe (after the example of Chnft) to lay 
downe his life for his sheepe, for the lay power, beeroa- 
uing the Church, of her ancient priuiledges, tooke 
ypon it to determine all caules, as well Ecclefiafticall as 
(emporahand as the people,fo was the Clergie troaden 
yndet foote alio, wherfore hee whom God had preqr- 
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dainedtobeefogreate i Prelate and Martyr,notwkh- 
ftanding chat fomeofhis cnemyes did labour againft 
the ordinance of God, was elected with the general 
tonfencofallmen. 

After his confecradon forth with, ( putting of the HiiMfciflbit 
eld nun) hee put on haire-cloth to Crucify the flesh 
With the concupi/cencetherof; and remembring that 
hee had taken vpon him theoflice of a Paftor and 
Do&our, hee performed the minifterieofi Preacher. 

AH the time which hee could /pare from his affaires of 
greatcft importance , hee beeftowed it for the mod 
parte in prayer and reading: when hee was folitary hee 
did maruilou/ely abound in teares, and in his celebra¬ 
tion at the Aultar his behauiour was fuch, as if hee had 
beheld our lordes Paflionin the flesh before his eyes, 
Heedidminifterthc Sacramets with Co great rcuerence 
chat the very handling of them, was able to informe the 
frith and manners of them that beheld him. Hee kept 
backe his hand from bribery and gifces, and caft away 
from him the filth of couetoufnesrin counfell hee was 
prouidlc, in hearing of caufes a diligenr and indifferent Motto*** 
Judge, in queftions lubdl, in anfwers ready, in iudgment 
toft,withoutrefpe&ofperfbns ,anda Arid executor Coun i r * 
of the law in all poinces. Vnder outward decency 
of apparrel hee was inwardly apparelled with the 
armour of iChriftian/buldier, which (that the menit , 

therofmight not beediminished through vaineglory,) 
beewas very carcfull to hide from the world, and chat, 
according to the faying of the wile man, his outward 
fem b la n ce might beeagreable to the world, whenas ^ tk*ri- 
inward/y all changes were contrary. In his place hee fat tMt reUift 
not downetomeate, vntillthepoore werefenc in be* *f thiftort. 
fore him >and that they might the better bee releiued 
with that which Was left, hee would hauehic table th§ 
more plentiful/: Sachas begged from dore to doro 
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. went not away empty handed from his gate;Hee caufed 
his feruantes to vmt the houfes officke and feeble per- 
fons,and heedid vifit them himfelfe effe&ually with 
his bcneuolcnce j fuftaining many of them dayly with 
He ieulltd meace drinke and cloth; for wheras his predeceflor 
the l»rgifs of Theobald ofhappie haemory did double the expences 
hit trcdtuf. of his Predeceflor beeftowed in almes, hee like wife of 
for. 

a certaine religious emulation, thought good to re- 
doublethe like expences of his Predeceflor alfo: for 
the performance of which charitable worke, hee did 
conlecrate the tenth parte of all hisreuenues to that 
j~ purpofe, H ee vied daily ,in a certaine fecret Cell,vpon 
ivlsht tie *d s knees wash the feete of thirteene poore folke, 

fieteof if. in remembrance of C hrift, giuing to euery one of them 
foortpofU. after they had well dyned,fourepece which if any tim® 
hee could not attend in his owne perfon ( which fel- 
dome hapned) hee caufed it diligently, to beeiiip- 
plyed by a fubftitute. Hee eutertained religious per- 
fonswith fo great a relpe&,asif heehadreceaued a di- 
Hee was nine prefence, or an Angel m their perfens. In hofpi- 
very literal, tality ,and other workcs of liberality ,heewasfoplen- 
tifull, that his riche* feemed the common trealiiry of 
all me:and albeeit his houfe was garnished with rich and 
His contempt pretious furniture, yet did hee contemne riches and 
of worldly worldly treafereas dung ,for Chriftjvfing tranfitory 
H* vms binges to ferae his neceflity, and not to fetisfie his 
temperate in c °ncupifeencesand pleafefe.In his diet he was tempe- 

kis diet. 

Ht detefted 

hypotrijit, nolelfe thenoteofhypocrifle then hee didthe impu¬ 
tation of dishoncfty, efteeming it the beft kind or fa¬ 
lling to obferue the meafere offobriede,in which attire 
being poore in Ipiritt, vnder a merri countenance co¬ 
nering a contrite harte»in a delicate table preferring 


aiG ooistumg tnerewitn a mecuocnty , tnat oy too 
nuch aufterity hee might not bee taxed of feperftition, 
>r by ingurgitation efteemed a Glutton. Hee detefted 
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penury, riling often from the bourde rather empty 
then foil bellied, and more often refreshed then fatif- 
fyed, in keeping himfelfe euer within the compare of 
fobrierie. Hee conformed himfelfe to the manners of 
thofeheeaccompanyed withall, after the example of 
the Apoftles, who by wholfom difpenfation, became 
all vnto all to the intent to gaine all- Hee deliuered the 
poore from v the hand of the mighty, as one that was 
truly, giuen by God, to bee a father to the poore, and * 

aconforterofthofe thatmpurpe. Hee reproued lib 6 'p et n tooth. 
rally, thefinne of the nobility, knowing that where r 1 * 

thefpirit of God is, there ft alfoe liberty; yet that hee 
might not leeme to caft holy things to dogge?,or 
pearles before fwine, hee would firft prudently, con- 
udere the nature of thole hee did admonish or re¬ 


prehend , and being condu&ed by the Ipirituall ym 
ftion, his communications and lermons did leeme 
Wonderfully lernedtoall fortes of hearers, both in the Hetxetuboth 
weight of matter and eloquent deliuery. After rneales l**med*nd 
and his'neceflarie sleepe, vnull his bufines called him' e ^ 0 i utnt - 
away, hee palled the time in reading of the feripture, 
orellein honeftcommunication, left the enemy should 
takeoccalion there at to deride his Sabaoth. All the 
time which hee could without the great detriment of 
his body, hee did beftoWe in pray er, teares, and holy 
meditation, keeping chaftity in his body, cleanelfe in 
hijharte, modefty in his wordes, and iuftice in hi* 
Workes,that hee might moue thofeby his example 
which, hee Was to teach by his do&rine. Hee did with¬ 
out cealing impugne Icylftie and herelie, and would HeegrtMtly 
neuerbeeinducedtokcepecompanie withexcommu- 
nicated perlons:for wholoeuer was an ennemy 
found dodtrine, hee did efteeme him as his enemy in 
Chrift ,andbeeing feruentin thezealeof iuftice,hee 
eudeauoured that euery man should enipy hisowne.. 
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without relpe& of pcrlons or receauing of bribe** i 

>. Thomst And though at his retutne from the counfell of 
ntewHtth Towers into England (being the fecondyeere after his 
x *?°. confecration) hee wasreceiued of theking,as a father i 

Ctunfeltt of his fonne, with fauourable countenance , a good 
TtJtrs. relpedt and efteeme, yet foone after difeontentments ! 

beegan to ariTe,whilft Saint Thomas,without any i 
offence offered to the king, exerdfed the office of an i 
Euangelicallpallor , in vndergoing which charge, ; 
whilft hee endeauoured to recouer theGraunges of the ; 
Church vlurped by the layety, and wrohgftuly alio- i 
nated from his predeceffors, hee incurred me dilplea- 
ftires ofmany and mighdeme. Yea whe he touched the - 
kingesexcheckertothequicke.by litleandlide the j 
king himfetfe was moued to indignation againft him. < 
For in England had the lame vnconfcionablecuftome 
preuailed, that the exchecker couetoully challenged 3 
toitfelfe thereuenuesaryfing from the vacancyes of ^ 
C hurches. W here fore S. T homas required that for two - 
feasof Bishopprickes,beeing now long vacant, there ; 
Th* ireimd jjjjght bee Ipeedily Bishops ordeyned. It did alio ] 
cfthtAfttri f omew hat trouble the kinges mind, when S. Thomas 
tLkfogmti hcebg created Archbishop,gaue abfolutely ouerthe •, 
%. Th*m*s. office of Chauncellorship, according to that of the 
Apoftlerno man fighting vnder the banner of God, | 
x.Timtth.t intangleth himfelfe in temporal bufinefles. For the , 
km g defired to retaine him Hill in his feruice. And for . 
a greater addition of dillike, T homas moreouer forbad ^ 
thevnlaWfullexadionofa Tribute: Heerewithall at ^ 
the %ne time concurred, that bee deliuered not ouer ^ 
tothefecular Courte,a Preiil condemned of murder, , 
but beeing degraded, committed him to a Monallecie. ■. 
The like hapned concerning one Phillip a Cannon, ; 
and yet a greeuous offendor, whom the Archbishop . 
enforced not to fuller punishment in ftich force as the ■ 

N 
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ling would haueit,but only chafticed him with Ecclc- 
fiafticall cenfures. 

Thekingbyreafon heerofbeecommeth wrathfull, Tktcmufu 
becaufe there was, according to the direction of the •f'kkmgit 
holy Cannons , a milder proceeding with thofe of "^l*****- 
the Clergy whoe offended, where vpon they might 
growe more infolent in wickednes: Hee beegan to 
dcmanund inftantly of Thomas the Archbishop, that 
Clearkes committing (uch crimes might after the Ca- 
nonicall punishment mfli&ed on them, bee deliuered 
ouer to the fecular Tribunal. But this motion ofthe 
king was gainfayed by S. Thomas and many other 
Bishopps aifociate with him, all of them humblie bee- 1 

leeching his Maieftie to abftaynefrom thefe attempt es, 
but hee was rather more enflamed with anger. Where¬ 
upon Robert writeth in thefe wordes:but the king 
fomewhatmoued heerewith, yet much more incenfed 
becaufe heefawe the Archbishop and Bishoppes with 
mutuall alfent(as hee fuppofed) bent againft him,asked 
of them prefently beeing thus conftantly vnited, whe* 
ther theywould obferue the cuftomes beelonging to 
his crowne, adding that thefe beeing in theraigne of 
his grandfather formerly obferued by Archbishops and 
Biihoppes, bypriuateand priuiledged pcrfons, ought 
not by tra&e of time,with a feuere fentence,to bee 
condemned. Whereupon the Archbishop hauing fitft 
confulted with hisbrethren, anfwered: Hee and his 
brethren would obferue them,fauing the prerogadue 
'oftheireorder,andthefameeuenr Bishop beingasked ' 

, one by one, did tume bytumefeuerally anfwer:only 
Hilane Bishop of Chichefter hearing the king more 
enraged forthefe wordes foe vttered alike by them all, 
without aduife of the Archbishopps, altered fome, 
faying, hee Would abfolutely obferue ingood faith the 
cuftomes of the kingdomc > and for a leaning good 


Digitized by booQle 



fi The tccleJtdJiicAll ttijlorie 

intent truly (as I thinke) hee kid it, that hee might 
yet foe appeafe the kinges mind. But the king was 
nothing at all calmed ; yea he waxed more wroth: 
and turning hitnfelfe to the Archbishop and Bishops 
vpon the hearing of this vniforme and one anfwer of 
them all, laid: A battell was ranged againft him, and 
that poyfon lurked in this captious word, Sautng the 
frerogotiue of their order. Wherefor hee required that 
abfolutely without addition,they would promife to 
obferuethe euftomes of the kingddme. The Archbis - 
hop anfwered: they had fworn to him fidelitie, that is 
to lay , life, limme, and earthly honour, fauine the pre- 
rogadue of their order, and that in this earthly honour 
the euftomes of the kingdome were comprehended; 
and hee would not binde himfelfe to the obferuation of 
them in any other fdrte then they had formerly 
fwome. N ow when a great parte of the day was in this 
Tht K>*gtt f as hj on paifedjthe king beeing all the while vexed * 
tntmpme farwell to the Bishops, fudderily departed 

the Courtein great wrath and indignation. 

The King was accuftomed in the difturbance of his 
minde, through the pafllon of anger to bee vnreafona- 
' bly and outragioufly altered and tranfported} as by an 

example or two I shall heere laye open beefore you , 
whereby in the very entrance of this controuerfie now 
railed , you may vnderftand how difficulte and dange¬ 
rous it was to contend with him in any cafe were k 

neuer foe iuft. For in the 44 • epiftlewritteh to S. Tha- 
fnas concerning the King , thus wee reade i The King, 
on a cert dine day , token hee was at Cane , ond d bufines 
which hee had with the King offcottes, dcaltefertously 
Againft Trichord de Ifumet ,whoe feetned to defend the 
taufe of theKtngsf Scottes,braf{e out into difgracefnll 
Wordesy And openly edited himTratior , andheereuptn 
tnfimtd with his wontedfurie , tbrexoe his cAffront hit 
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bedde y vngirte his belte , hurled avday hit clootie and 
garmentts , where with hee was apparelied y cafi of w f th 
hisownehandesaeouerletoffilkefromhisbedd^andfit * 
ting as it were in a dunghill offtrawe y beegan to cbewe 
the flrawes. Andthefe tokens not foe much of wrath 
: as of madnes hee then vttered. Of whom in the nept 
epiftleis written thus: ^ boy whoe dcliuered a letter to 
- Ms Tdaiefiie: incurred a great danger 5 the fyng endeauoU- 
ring with hit fingers toplucfie out bis eyes y foe far as it 
same to the effufion of blood. And moreouer Peeter of 
Bloyes in his epiftle to Roger the Deane , concerning 
the kings conditions, faith thus : Bee car full in this 5 peeter of 
i that you come not to our lord the kjng to treate of your Bloys Ep$s 
bufines , vntillyou makjt your way by mee y or fame other y A 0 ** 7 5 ? 
whoe is acquainted with his cufiomes\for hee is a lamb 
If foe long as hisminde is pleafed y hut 4 lyon y or more 
cruellthenrt liott y whenhee is vehemently angreed. If is 
I, not a light matter to procure Ms indignation y in whofe 
i power is honour and confufion , inheritance and ba¬ 
nishment > life arfHdcatb.AnA in his epiftle to the Arch- 
Bishop of Panorma hee hath thefe Words in deferibing 
the kinges countenance iff is eyesore round , while hts 
mindeis appeafed y milde as a Done and fimple \ hut in 
!, wrath andthegarboyleofhis harte y they are as it were 
if ar/(cling with fire y and lightning withfury y andafter: 
whom hee hath once hated 5 hee f arce euer rcceiueth into 
grace andfauourgame. ThusferBloys. 

Heereby (reader) I fay you may conceiue* with how 
• great a danger thefe Bishop were now to withftand 
Kim- Wkat followed hereuppon Robert proceedeth to 
t. recyte. 

W hen they defattedfromtheKing y T homosthe *4rch- 
1 lishop feuerely reprehended the afore mentioned Bishop y 
btecauji without hts and the other B tshopps confentesjoee 
frefumed t6 alter from the anf were generally made by 
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them lit. The next day the King demaunding it , were 
delivered into bis handes the Charters /met honourss , 
which the Archbishop heldefrom the time of his Chaun- 
cellorship , and neither Jalutingnor heeing fainted by the 
Bishops,yea without their privity, heefccrttly and before 
day re movedfrom London ; which was ^undoubtedly an 
apparent proofs of hit extefiue wrath 'and dtjfleafure. 
What followed heereupon shall bee declared the next 
yeere wherinit hapned. 

Ticking Matters Handing in this lorte, the king through the 

Jijfobud tit wicked counlail of the malicious, beegan to endea- 
anion oftbt uour b owe this vnited body , I meane the ioynt 
Bhbepptt. a g re ement of mindes betweene the Archbishop and 
Bishoppes,whereby they Were made ablolutely muin- 
cible might bee rent a (under, and foe diilolued, bee 
eafily vanquished by him. W hereupon it came to paile, 
thpt to pleafure the king, the ihferiour members re* 
belled againft theire head,ad if at any time the Archbi¬ 
shop would attept with Canonicall authority toreprelte 
them,they would prefently appealetothe Apoftolicall 
Sea. Andverely the Saint beeingin regard heereof en¬ 
tangled in extreame Hreyghtes of his minde, certify ed 
the fame to Pope Alexander, lending together with his 
letter a meflanger. The Pope compalfionadng his 
eflate, returned to him this ctinlolatorie ardwere. Dee- 
ginning in the booke with this inlcripdon: A lexandtr 
Lib t Etifl ^ > 0 i )e te Thotpas Archbishop of Canterbury: in the firft 
l j ‘ l ‘ * ’ onlettofhistribulationwasthis epifllewritten,thelelf« 
lameyeer^intheendof the month of O&ober. 

If/e bane with attentive diligence heard the letterpent 
vender " te<vs by your brotherhood , together with that which 
to s. Tho- y imr Meffmger delivered by word ofmouth t and withall 
onus. confidertd the greiuous freights and bitter forrowes, 

wherewith your mindts continually af t 'fliiied: •vponthe 
hearingand vndcrjlending wheref,our ff iritis mooted 

and 
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2 nd exceedingly troublcd y whofi comforte is to bee gladly 
dtlighted in your prosperousfuccejfc-, and cont rare wife m 
your aducrfityc* to partake by all meanes with you iti 
uggreiuancej y as with our dearejl brother j ntherefore as 
a conjlant and wife man y calling oft to mynde , bow it is 
fid, that the Apofiles went retoy ceing from the fight of 
the Counfaile y becauf they were made Worthtc to fuffer 
reproach for the nameoflefus • V ndergoe with patience the . 

bur den ofthefe extremities, and let not your Spirit bee en - 
■ cumbredmore then is conuentent y but recouer to your felfe * J ’ 
wort hie conflation , that wee together witbyon may bee 
ioyntly recomforted in him y whoe hath referucd you 
in this infant ofneccfiitieforftrethning thefertrejfe of the 
Catholicise and Chriftian truth ; andwhofe good p leaf are 
it is to wash away y andchajlice with fundne affiich'onS 
the (pottesandbletbmishesof the offence,byyou •vnlatv- 
" folly committed,that they may not beefeene to bee ref rued 
; for punishment , in the lafifeuere examination. What 
remaynetb let it not bee trouble fame , nor ( as wee <Vndet+ 
fiandinyour letterfnt by your Clear kg) any whit dread* 

' full<vnto you in that they afpeale againftyou to the Apo-* 
ftolical Sea; becauf as a thing gratefullandacceptable to 
[ ourpleaf ure is 3 that if they, whoe bring the appeale ' 

j. *g*inft you i per chance appeare before *Vs jyou your felfe 
2 (fyou thinksgood) Jetting afyde all doubtesand delayes 3 
sbal l prof cute t he appeale . TZe it her yet can euer any mart 
£ under pretence of the Bsjoman Church affright with feare 
:: r or doubt your confiancy, becauf wee, by the grace of God 3 
will bee carefull with all'diligence to confer He ( as fare 
r as withiufiice andreafon wee can ) the rightes and di¬ 
gnities of the Church committed to the charge of yourflfg 3 
li toibcptrty whom indeed wee haue found a conjlant and 
touragious defender oft befame. 

,, Moreouer wee,inioyning comaud your brotberhood,thae 4 

0 ywjtire your felfe umymQunb ofConterbury^nd 
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retayningwithyoufomefew,andthofemoflpeeeJfarieattK 

dates you doe as title as may bee trauaill through the court- 
trey,*AndUJily wee commend thiscfpcaally toyourpro¬ 
vidence , that you neuer fujfcr your fife to bee enforced 
under any pretence of fcare 9 or aduerjttie ( which may 
pofiiblie beefallyou) to renounce the rightes and dignities 
hcelonging toyour Church. Dated at Senon the 7. of the 
KakttdesofKoucmber. Thefewke the words of Pope 
Alexander in the beeginning of this perfecution, foe 
prepareing his fouldier, to the ihcounter of the pexc 
enfueing battel. \ 

Vponthe receipt of which letters, Thomas returned 
thefeagaine to Pope Alexander, by HenryTiis familiar 
friend, being for that purpofe fent to the Courte of his 
Holynes, 

T ho Utt or T he letters of comforte , which your fatherhood *vouch - 

°t S po^eAle f i f € ^ to f cn ^ eVs ma y truly imparte an ample remedy tod 
Zander lib~ m y n dcwagledin ordinary troublesior at leafltf our incu- 
j # epift' 7 g] bred ihougbtes , were only bent againf one mifeheife, wee 
might conceiue thereby feme hope of relaxation. But in 
regard that malice encreafeth daily in power, iniuryes 
are Ith^wfemultiplyed , not to us,but to Chrijl, yea 
hecaufe to Chrijl , therefore rather to us, and formes U^e 
wanes ,fucccdtng one after an other , wee fee nothing but 
shipwrac^e threatening infant ly to deuourc us',nor any 
aduifelefte , but that with our uttermoft ability dwaig- 
Matth, jj ing Chrijl , as it were fleepingin the ship, wee crye out: 

Lordfaue us, wee perish. *And heerin truly iniquity hath 
gotamorefit occafion to uent her malice , becaufe hee feeth 
the fate of the BjmanChnrchasnow more weakened; 
whereby apfeareth that whatfieuer it bee % good or ill, 
fweete or fewer, which floweth downe on the head, the 
fame defending by the beard, leaueth not the loxpejt 
hemme ofthegarment untouched .lefts Chrijl is dejfoylcd 
of that, which by bu bloody hee fur chafed . The feculag 
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f order hath layd bands on hts •very patrimony: Sot ad 
neither the decrees ofthe holy fathers , nor the conftitutiont 
of;he Cannons ( whofe *very name among vs is groin ne 
odtont ) areas no in of for<& to patronife the Clergie , whole 
tn tymespaflhaue bin byjpeciallpriutlcdgecx mptedfrom 
this fee ulariurifdi chon: and hecaufeit it long and tc 
dious to rtchearfe or prof cute in Writttngthc iniuryes 
wceendure; Weefindtoyour Fatherhood Wafer Henry 
d man both to your H olynes 9 and •Vsfaithfull andfami * 
liar y to l nhife relation Wee haue commended all things in 
fitch forte to bee declared particularly 9 vnto you as hee 
hathfitneand heard them * and ifit pleafeth you 9 credit 
him as much as you would our fife. Know you ncuerthc* 
'JT e > that if it might bee , wee would far rather •Vtfityou 
inpetfon , then by an other t weeJpea\e confidently toyoti 
as to our father and lord: and what Wee Jay tnee humbly 
beefiech may bee concealed in allfilcnce . 'Kothing re- 
maynethfitfe to vs 9 fine c allmofl all thinges are difclofied 
to the King which are fioken tn our pnuate chamber 9 ot 
whifpeYedm our eare . W oe bee to vs , whoe are r firued 
to the fie times y in whofe dayes thefe mificheifes are bee - 
fallen > whoe tn qur former eftate haue entoyed fie great a 
liberty 9 which now ts recompencedwith a hard and mojl 
vtie flattery, W ee Would at the leaf: haue fiedd, that wee 
tnight not fie the patrimony of the crucifyed giuen ouer to 
Ffoyk-y hut whither We\no we not y Vnlejfe Vnto him 
Who ts our refuge , and venue. Concerning the Welshmen 
and Owen y who calleth himfllfe a prince , wee beefi'tch 
your Lordship to beeprouident > beecaufeour lord the King 
tsheerewith Wonderfully dtfturbed 9 andmoued to indtr 
^ n d for deere father and lord y wee wish you 
all felicity. To the lame purpofe 5 and by the fame 
M danger, did hee writteto Humbald Cardinal and 
Bishop of Oftia : hee lent alfoe letters to Bernard Bis- 
jop and Cardinail of Portua: and likewiie to Albert 
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Preift and Cardinall: with an other to Hyacinths 
Deacon Cardinall > all which arc referued intire in the 
fame book e. 

Alexander afterwards , fomewhat forefeeing thefc 
' combates to come, prepareth himfelfe for refiftance^ 
admonishing as well the Archbishop,as all other Bis¬ 
hops of England , not to yeeld a whit to the king, 
againft the Ecclefiafticall liberty, and not to obferue, 
whatfoeuerthey had promifed theyr prince,in dero¬ 
gation of that immunity : which was fignifyedin wri¬ 
ting to Thomas,and all the BishopsorEngland with 
thefe words. 

Iff ee would baue yee b y nowe,thatyee haueundertaken 
Lib.i eplfl . t ] )€ lu r( I €n ofyourpaftorall authority Jo the endyee should 
9 l r gouerne the Churches, commuted ^vnro your charge, to the 

honour of God, and the profit and filiation of yonrflockjs 
in futh forte as the Francifes of the fame Chur the s should 
not by your default es tn any wife bee impaired, hut con* 
ferued fill tn their eftates, by your ftudyes and endea¬ 
vours : whereupon wee will and command your brother.^ 
hoode , by our Stpojlolicall letters 9 and enioyneyou in the 
evert uc of obedience, that ifthe renow ned K ing ofEngl ad, 
shall at any time require of yee any thing,contrary to the 
Ecclefiafticall liberty,yee prefume not in any cafi heerein 
tvfafisfy his minde : nor yet beecome , in any forte, bound 
evntohim, especially againft the Qkurchoff^ome: neit her 
yet bee yeefoe bould,as to bring in the forme of any new 
deuifedpromt ft, or oath, but only to obferue that, which 
Bishops have bmaccuftomed tofweare <vnto their Kinges. 
\And if yee kflovoe that in any thing of this nature,yee 
hdue tyedyour felues<vnto your King, obferue not by any 
meanes this your promift, but bee rather carefull to recall 
it,andendeavour to bee reconciled to God his Church, 
for the lapfe of this <vnlawfull promife. Thus Wrote 
Alexander , the moft vigilant keeper of the factcd 
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Cannons > admitting nothing that was vlurped againft 
them in fauour of the king, allthough otherwiie hee 
were very much beehoulding to the fame prince, for 
late receiued benefittes. The reft followeththe next 
yeere. 

Heere followeth the yeere 1164.and then, indi- 
ftion A yeere to the Catholike Church> in regard of 
many aduerfities shee fufteyned therein,replenished 
with gieifes, and troubles. And firft concerning the 
ftate of English affaires; more dangerous floods were 
daily there railed, tending not only to ouerthrowe the 
Primate ,of Canterbury /together with the whole 
Churchef England; butalfo to drowne (ifit had bin 
poflible) the holy Catholike Church it feife, together 
with her high Bishoppe Alexander. For Henry king 
of England profecuting S. Thomas with an obftinate 
mind, turned all his endeauours againft the lame Pope 
Alexander, to remoue him from his lea. But how all 
thele deadly attemptes were managed, receiue heere 
the relation. 

After this turbulent encounter betweene the Bishops 
and the king, and the departure cauled by the kinges 
inraged fury; for efehewing the imminent mifcheifes 
whole forces day lie encrealcd, and auoyding farr gre¬ 
ater ruines, which threatned the ouerthrow of the 
Catholicke Church, S. Thoraas is beelieged with the 
often and iiindrie perfwafions of many Bishops and 
Abbotts, that hee should not in regard of one only 
word , vnfeafonably and vnreafonably caft himfelfe 
together with the whole Church, into foe open and 
apparent danger; one Abbot among the reft affirming 
tlris to bee the opinion of P ope Alexander himfelfe. 
Thomas at lenght perlwadedchefebyrealons (layeth 
Hubertin Quadnlogus) chanty enforceing him there-* 
Hnto, came to the King at oxford, and promifedhee 

B “j 

Digitized by Google 



Idl** %. . 


rUe den¬ 
iable ton- 
lersckle at 
Z taring* 

mm* 


Wartime* 

i 


%o ThcTLccleJtdftudll Hifiorie 

Would alter the Word, which the King tookefb offen~ 
liuely. Whereupon the King, his anger beeing now 
lomewhat aflwaged shewed the Archbishop a more 
pleafing countenance, though infeiiour to his .wonted 
fashion: the King moreouer iayd hee would haueac-* 
cording to this forme, aninftrumet or obligation made 
fortheobferu^tion of the royal cuftomes, in the pu- 
blicke fight and hearing of the bishops and nobility of 
the kingdome. But when Thomas Was aduertifed of 
the gathering together of a general aflembly forefeing 
the enfiiing miicheifes , hee beegan to recall his 
content $ yetagaine hee is aflaulted by the intreaty of 
many, whereby hee is enforced for that inftant to 
yeeide,by the exainple of Peeter,conforming him- 
lelfe to the Iewes, with the Iewes at Antioch, and of 
Paule often exercifing the lame. A congregation of 
Bishoppes is appointed to bee called at Clanngtone* 
concerning the time of which cpnuocation, thus much 
is rehearled in the firft booke of Epiilles , after the 
eleuenth epiftle:Iw the yeere of our lords Incarnation 
n 6 +.tbe fife yeere of Pope Alexander , dnd the tenth of 
them ft famous /{trig of England , Henry the fecondi 
concerning the day, this is added in the end :Thfe 
t hinges wcere handled , the fourth day before the Purifi¬ 
cation cf$.Mary theperpetuallVirgin % to wit , the jo* 
d*y of lanuarie. For thofe whoe were pretent at this 
affemblie , they are recounted to hee, all the Bis¬ 
hoppes of England together with the Earles, Barons, 
Ma^iftrates, and nobility. For the matters then in 
a6hon, receiue them thus from the wordes of V villiam 
in Quadnlogus, 

T c k^ng! ,. et eforc( as i> femed ) feruently thirfting after 
dn ag cement beet weeneiKe bjngdome and the pretjtr ood y 
but ujje prouiftetfor the fate ofowfclfe and hts xAnbbis- 
boffe tjmwrfid 4 t C Imrigoms * ?*&***{?** 
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whole nation* 'Whither y when the Bishopes and peeve $ 
wre come , the King importunatelyrequired y that thinges 
frmifedto him might bee performed* But the Archbishop % 

Although hee promifedto confent to the King , teeing ne~ 
uertbelejfe fufpitions of the promife , which the King 
txaRed y and beecaufe Kinges *very often exceeding alL 
me a fure extend their power to thwges <vnlawfull > rather 
madechoyce to hazard the hinges indignat to y t hen to offend 
the law of God y andto breathe the bra\enferpent m peeces > 
rather then wichednes should hud out among the people of » 

God* How alt bough bee feared bamshmem and impri - 
fonnement , yet preferring God beef ore thefe > heeabfolute- 
ly with flood it. The King threateneth % he refufeth: the 
King raueth > the other in fecret y craueth G ods aflijlance. 

In the meane while , the Bishoppes of Salisbury and Nor¬ 
wich fearing a new punishment > for an old grudge y and 
dreadingmuch y by reafon of this difiempered tyme , with 
weeping words beefought the Archbishop»to haue com¬ 
panion on his Clearg*e > to relent from the willfullnes of 
his minde 9 leafihithfelfe should incur re imprifonment y his 
Qleargie banishment , themfeluesthe ittdgment of an op¬ 
probrious death* And wit hall two Earles y t he mightiejl of 
the k}ngdome y affayling him y faid y that *vnleffebee would 
conforme htmfelfe to the hinges pleafure y they themfelues 
by his MaieJHes commandment y should bee conftreyved to 
that 'violence y which would brand the Kingand them - 
felues which ancternallinfamie . 

This man therefore ofinuincible conftancy, and Th$ frailty 
groWnded in th e worke of Ghrift, moued neither with °f s - 
the funshine of flattery nor the ftormes of terrors y is *?*** 
not withftanding in the end y pulled away from the ho - 
fome of truth, and the breft of his mother, vnto whole 
liberty hee had foe louingly cleaued: and left beeing a 
conquerour in theie liites/hee should bee puffed vp 
with pride of mynde > fainting then * when hee should 
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cheifely haue fought,is leftejfor an hover to fall,’ 
that, after a faulting fall, hee might rife againe ;-that 
falling hee might acknowledge humane frailtie,and 
r;feing ,vnderftand the deuine mercy towards him. In 
like fotte becaufe no man shonld haue confidence in 
his owne ftrength, Peeterthe prince of the-Apoftles r 
and holy Dauidfell> andloeS. Thomas is lefte defti* 
. rute to his temptation for a tyme, that afterwards bee- 

ing mindefiill of his frailty, hec might arife with more 
courage to the combate. Wherefore beeing the third 
tyme admonished by Richard (a man of great accompt 
and Prior, as then, of the Temple of Ierufalem) to 
haue a care of himfelfeyand companion on the Cler- 
gie, hee endured no longer their fubmilfiue petitions , 
their often kneeleinges: for they feemed to crye out, 
as if euen now they lawe the very fwoardes threatening 
ouer his head, and lamented the intended murder as a 
prelent death. Whereupon moued rather with commi- 
ieration on the Clergie,then on himlelrc hee con¬ 
sented by perlwafion of their counfail, to lubmitt him- 
felfc to the Kinges pleafure. And therefor, beefore all 
the reft, the Archbishop bound himfelfe firft in that 
prelcribeb forme, that is to fay, hee would obferue the 
cuftome of the Crowne, in good faith: fupprcfling 
thofe wordes: fauing the prerogatiue ofhis order. Ad¬ 
ding allfo this caution, with an oath: that heepromifed 
to performe this in the word of truth: foe heapeing fin 
vppnfin. And all the Bishops feuerally, in femblable 
planner, fware the lame. 

And incontinently, art obligation beeing drawne in 
The R tea- this forme, by certaine Peeres of the realme ( who. as 
\nithn, »»d their offices required , were lemed in fuch procee- 
n § r .?f e ™ ent , dings( there was made aRecognifance of the royall cu- 
ijtmes?* ft°njc§,that as publickly, foe they might exprell'ely 
| ‘ bee recked. But when many Were now rehearied ,and 
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more yet as it teemed tobeefet downe, the Arch¬ 
bishop interrupting, (aid that hee neither was one of 
theauncientes of tnekingdome > whereby hee could 
knowe the old cuftomes of the Crowne, neither had 
hee continued long in his Archbishoppncke , and 
therefor faid , hee was in thefe matters ignorant, 
hioreouer becaufe the day was foe far lpent,itwas 
conuenient a bufines of (be great importance, should 
bee referred vnto the next morning. His motion was 
hked and thereupon they retired themfelues to their 
lodginges. 

Returning on the morrowe,to profecute the bufines 
beegunne , the cuftomes of the Crowne, which Were 
leftetheday before vnrecited, were recounted, ex - 
prefled, and reduced into a writing, made after the 
manner of an obligation, and ftyled with the name of 
the kingscuftomes.Notwithftading many of them fas 
it islaid } were notthe kinges, but the vonlite of emu¬ 
lation, and poyfon ofenuy, for hatred of the Arch¬ 
bishop , arid to bring the Church into bondage j. 
yea the king himfelfe beeing abfolutely ignorant 
of them, becaufe (bme men intended by this fin- 
mll (uttlety tofowethe cocke of diflention betweene 
himand the Archbishop. Neitheryet theking who 
Was yet but a yong man, nor the Archbishop, who was 
lately elefted, could know the cuftomes of the king- 
dome, but by theirxelation. And if any one is defir ous 
ri>(ee, whatthele kingly cuftomes were, hee shall 
«nde them fett forth in the end of the hiftory. Where- 
vponaiitle after hee (aith j and wee heere will declare 
them. Then hee thus proceedeth in his intended difi- 
courfo. 

The cuftomes beeing therefore written anddrawne 
wto the forme of an obligation, the king requireth of 
wt Archbishop and Bishops, that for the morefiirety 
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and confirmation of them, they Would fett to their 
{bales. But the Archbishop, although exceedingly 
moued with grcife,neuerthelpfle diftembleth it,beeing 
as then vnwilling to dilcontent the the king, nether 
abfolutely denying laid: it Was awhile to bee delayed, 
and albeeit they were ready to doe it ,hee affirmed 
notwithftanding in reguard of the weightines of the 
bufines,itwasconuenientto beedeferdatyme.Since 
according to the wife man: without counfell no matter 
of importance is to bee performed. And afterwards, 
fome deliberation beeing had: .heeand the Bishops 
might more decently bee required to accomplish it. 
Notwithftanding heetooke with him one parte of the 
deede contey ning the afore laid cuftomes, to the end 
heemightcary with him his caufe; the other parte of 
thisobligation, the Arrchbishop'of Yorke receiued; 
the third, the king himfelfe reteyned, to be enrolled 
amonghisroyallCharters.Andfoethatday they were 
dilmilfed, 

Heerefirftofallyoumay dilproue that which Roger 
writeth in the Chronikles of England, towitt, that S. 
Thomas promifed thofe vnlawfull thinges to the king, 
by Pope Alexanders perfwafion jfor if hee didit, not 
only by the confent, but alfo by the perfwafion of the 
Pope,why did hee pennance, beefore the faid P opefor 
the lame, as a mow heynous fione ,if the Pope him¬ 
felfe should bee the author of his offence? but let vs 
hearp what remayneth. 

Beefidesthe hjftory of Quadrilogusmentioned by vs, 
there is added in the end thereof, a more exa£t narra¬ 
tion of all thinges, which hapned after the dilfoludon 
of the famedeteftable conuentickle.held at Glaring- 
tonne, vntill the departure of Pope Alexander out of 
Fraunce: from whence weehaue inferted the hiftory 
h core to bee recit ed, beeginning with the pennant 
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ofS. Thomas, in thefe words: » Andhee departingfrom 
the Court? of the kjng , his followers by chance beigonto 
tmter among themfllnes ,f>me affirming (according to 
the cttfiome ) that in regard ofthis dtftrejfcd tyme y matters 
ought to bee thus caryed: others dtfdaintng* that for the 
fUufure of a man^ he authorise ofthe Ecc lefiaftical liber - 
ty should perish. Among whom one , infant ly prcJSing 
more earnejpy >faid. The public ^ power difiurbeth all% 
mquitieragethagatnjlChyijibimfllfe y the btnagog of Sa- 
th*n profahethGodsfanfiuane^pnnces hauefare and ajfem • 
bled in ode againfi Chriji our Lord; no man is fafe who 
loueth equity: in the tudgement of the world they are ac¬ 
counted wtfe * and are at this time worshipped , who 
fatter Princes in following their plea fares : yea thts 
tempeji hath shaken the <very pillars of the Church : while 
the faff or is fled: the flattered sheepe are fubieci to the 
Wolfe:to conclude > what place remainetb now fleure 
fonnnocency>who shall fight in defence of tbisBullwarkf 
or who shall triumphe in this bat tell y the general beeing 
ottercome ? And thus hee eofyoftulatedthe matter > who ea¬ 
rned the Crojfe beef ore my lord of Canterbury^he rejlbeeing 
filentforforrowe: and with great libertie bee added y af- 
fumeingmthis forte a parable : what ‘virtue (fauh hee ) 
hath the man referued to himfelfe , who hath loft his con~ 
fancy andrenowne ? whom meaneyou by this , my fonnt? 
quoth the lord of Canterbury. Euenyour fllfe > { anfvered 
bee) it concerned you; becaufe thts day you haue for euer 
lofi kth confcience and fame y haumg left beehirid you to 
fojleritie , an example odious betfore God»and contrarie to 
bonefiy y whtleyourhandes confccrated to almtghtie God* 
Werefiret chid out to obferue thofl accurfld cujtomes , and 
har fllfe conniued wttb the ‘Mimflcrsoffinfull Sat ban for 
the coufufion of the Ecclcfiajhcall liberty . This wasaflii- 
redly the Cocke ± at whole croweing Peeter awake- 
^>didweepe bitte rly*For the Author proceeded^ 
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S Thorns my lord of Canterbury therefore wayled and lamented,and 
mouereth withfighesand groynes pud: I repentmee y yca greiuoufiy 
hU !T: & * nd ambling with the horror of mine offence , I comdemne 
fennlnee on m yf € tf eds ^nworthyto ferueheereffer as a Vreifi At his 
k'mfelfe . altar y whofe Church l hdue foe baftlyfould. 1 will reft 

filent thereforefitting downcto foYYowejvntillAllmigh- 
tie God shall 'vifit meefrom abouejhat 1 may deferuefrom 
our lord himfe\fe y or from my lord the Tope Jo receaueabfo - 
lution . And prefcntly thereupon bee fent ameilinger 
to the Sea Apoftolicke. 

Pope Alexander had lerned all this beeforeby the 
Lihr. i .epift. relation of others , and moued with exceeding compaf- 
*°° fion, did write thefe letters to S. Thomas, whereby 

hee recomforted him now drowned thus in forrowe> 
and abfolued him ftom the oath. The letters are thefe* 


Toft Ale - 
scanner ab- 
foluetb S 
Thom as fro 
thisfinne . 


Tour Brotherhood t vnderftandeth how wee hauejoeard 
And by the reporte offame btn certifycd , t hdt in confideu - 
tion ofa cert dine offence y you haue determined to forbear* 
the celebrdttonoflylaffc y AndabSlaynefrom the confccn - 
tion of the body And blood of our lord 'Sf/htch truly tf 
whdt importance tt is # especially in a man of your eminent 
ey y and how great a fedn dal mayenfue thereupon,! would 
haue you with carefull confederation toponder, and weigh 
the fame with your w at chfull differ eti on . for you ought 
with prudence diligently to cone cane, that there is*very 
great difference y where finnes are wilfully committed 
with deliberation: and where on the other fide they art 
donneout of ignorance, or necefiity : For it isapparant thdt 
wee ought to proceed in one forte with thefe which art 
acted by a mansownefree will • and in An other manner 
with thofe which (as it isfayd ) are of ignorance, or the 
compulfion of nccefiity : and one way thefirfi,an other xoty 
the l a/I are by men oftudgment and wife dome to bee band* 
led and meafwed y as by the tefiimonyes ofholy Scripture$ 
tveeare taught . Your intention giuetb the name to your 
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Wirltffor as in An otherpUce wee redde : Sinne is foe fay 
ntoluntarie % as if it beenot nuoluntAric y itisno finne :and 
eurdllmigbty Lord y reJ]>ecietb not the dElion of the worker> 
hut rather confideretb the intention , and dtfeerneth the 
Will. If therefore you call to minde , that you bdue com¬ 
mitted anything , whereof your owne c onfcience ought to 
dccufc you , wbdtfoeuer it is 3 wee dduife you to confejfe 
itinthe Sacrament of Tenndncc y to a Trctfi of diferetion . 
And frudence , which beeing performed , our merctfull 
Lordywho looketh much more to the harte then to thefd3e % 
rvill through the commiferdtion of his dccuftomed pitty 9 
foYgmeityou :and wee y beeing confident of the meritts of 
Sweeteri And S. Tattle his *ApoJlles y doe dbfolui youfrom 
rvhdtis committedydndreletfe your brotherhood thereof 
bythciApoftolicke Authority : counfilling y And Co mm An- 
dw*> that hcereafter yon abjlayne no more in thisreffeeci y 
from the celebrdtion ofjMdffe.Ddteddt S tnonthe Kalends 
ofJprill Thus wrote Alexander.Buc lohn of Salisbu¬ 
ry in his epifkle to Pecterthe writer (I think e of Bloys) 
which beeing omitted ,111 the often recited booke of 
epiftles,is afterwards placed in the end of the vo¬ 
lume, affirmeth, the finne of S. Thomas, ,not bee 
excufed, but rather declared, to bee pur ged by pen - 
nance: for heefaith.I ednnot excufe his promtfi at C/4- 
ringtonne \ whereuntohee was drdwne by the com fell of 
tkcSishopps: becdufcfnch a promtfi was not to bee made ; 
but confefiton washed aw Ay the offence , hduing \eceiucd 
fokmne penndnees from the Topes holynes , who in the 
f refence of many , bythe^Apofeoltcal Authority condemned 
thofcperuerfe enfiomes. Soe writeth* lohn. Now the 
former recited hiftoiy proceedeth thus. 

The King in the meane time,perceaued that my 
Lord of Canterbury would flie of from this promile , 
Specially in that hee openly refufed to leale the * 
charter of thefe cuftomes, according to the agreement: 
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Whereupon his Maieftie being very bitterly inOeiifedi 
beegan tovexehim With more greiuous and exquifW 
moleftations,irt fuch wife,as it Was apparant to all! 
Vnderllahding men, the blood and life, of the A rchbif- 
hopwas thirued after. Among other matters the king 
TU King foe wrought, as hee fent me Hangers to Pope Alexan- 
inctnfeda- der,and required tWothinges at his hands ;firft that 
gamft Saint hee would giant the legantine authority ( which was 
Thomas vliially committed to the Archbishop of Canterbury) 
vnto the Archbishop of Y orke: then that the pope 
pal * Would confirme the artickles of the cuftomes ,publi- 
^ * shed in the Parliament of Claringtonne. Vpon receipt 
of which meirage, Alexander beeing on all (ides bee- 
fieged With exceeding extremities, feeing this warre 
now turned on the A poll olicall Sea, laboured with his 
beft and moil ready endeauonrs* to calme and appeafe 
the king, and foe to yeeld to himinfomeWhat, which 
neuerthelelfe should with no preiudice derogate from 
the Chuch of Canterbury : and thereupon did Write 
in this lorte to the Archbishop* 

Zit.i eflfi 4 <A It hough in regard of the w jfdome ofyour mindc^ni 
T b** $ f e * Jincertty ofyour ftub , wee Would cuer toueyour perfo 
Thomas tti- a more P^ cnt ^f u ^ fweetnes of ckntie , and amort 
temingthe enflameddifite y and with* fate more feruent ajfeElm } 
Kirges it- fetkethe honour and exaltation of you as our moji deart 
demanded brother y it ts notwithjlanditsg heehoofefull to *vs y ani 
you (who are a great e pillar of the Church) warely tt 
weigh the cjttaiityes of the times and with a promdtnt 
tnederatton and dtfpcnfation y tomitigate the wrath of the 
incenfed hjng. Y oh ( on whom Cod hath beefioweda Urg 
talent of iv<ftdome and grace) doe trulyfee tn your difert* 
tun y in What forte our moji deare fonne in Cb, tjl y Hcnrit 
the renowned\tngofEngland y mamtameth an outragiout 
tourfe in the gouerment of hit k^ngdome , and defireth h 
hone the fame ynlawfull pmejdmges Jtrjntbned 
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He Authority of the Church of\ome: whereby they may oh - 
taine the greater confirmation dnd fauour. 'Whereupon, 
when in timespafi , hee more infant ly required of'vs y dnd 
our brethren, by our reuerent brother the Bishofpe of 
Lyonsy and ourbeeloued fonne the *Archdeacon offoyters, 
that hee might haue the power Legantine of all England > 
graunted to the trr 'chkishop of Y or^e: and bee fought al- 
fierhat wee would command as w ellyou , as dll the Bis* 
hops ‘Vniuerfally to heepe and con feme the ancient cn~ 
fimes y and ^dignities of his kjngdome : becaufc wee did 
notyeeld to his defire 9 according to his ownc willy infant - 
ly <vpon returne of his embajfadors ficarce hearing the 
anf w er receaued from vs , heefent our beelouedfonnes 
Ceffry bis oirchdcacon % and M after \ohn , vnto ourpre- 
fence: and by them mofl earneflyrequired at our handes, 
not only the former, butalfo other far more vnreafonable 
demands y and to the end wee shouldyeelde an eafyer way to 
bis defire y hee procured letters vnto vsfromyour brother - 
hood: and alfo the forefaid Bishop of Xorkj : E or as hee 
prayed vs beefore , that the ancient cufomes,and dignity s 
might y by our command, bee conferued: foe now againe of 
latCy hee mofi earnefly requefed, that in likeforte , at your 
felfe y and others hadpromt fed to obferue them ,tbey might 
in the fame manner bee ajfured to him , and his pofierity 9 
by the Sea*,4poJlolickf.But wee reie&cdhispctitton/N-ot- 
witbftandingyleqft wee should incite him to ouermuch trior 
bitternes>and morepafiionate trouble of tnyn&Cydgainft vs n y € & t bo 
and you: leaf alfo it might bee fufpeded ,that this was Kings rgJ 
any way hin dredin regard of your felfe: motcouer fearing 1**fi*\ 
bee might breaks out into a more furious rage , agatnf 
yoUy akd beeing therefore defirous to bee moreprouident 
for you % and our fcluesy with confidcration of the dange¬ 
rous timesi wee yealded fo fat to the king %as tograntf 
the Legantine letters, to the a forefaid Archbishop. Jtnd 
ffrjhjf fubUes trulybmdtofubmnttheiyfduesto s 
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their frinces defires, and obey their willed wee aduift 
connfdil, and by all metrics exhort e your wfedome 3 that 
* as A provident and difcreete man , me*faring thenecefity 
' of the time, and with fatthfull confiderationforefccine, 
what aducrfitycs may happen by reafon there of[ to you and 
your Church , you would endeuour to yeeVde to your 
£i»g in all thinges , fatting ever the honour of your Ec* 
cleftajlicall dignity, and infant labor to tccouertoyour 
felfe his grace and fauour > leaf iti doeing other - 
wfe, you difquiet him, to the hurte of you and our 
Jelues , and they, who are tranfiorted with an other Spirits 
might thereby purthajfe power to infult oueryouand^uj. 
*And wee truly, as oportunity shallferue , will diligent¬ 
ly and carefully treat e with your King ,for your honor and 
augmentation, and will employ all necejfary trauell^fi>r 
conferuation of the lawes and dignityes of your Churchy 
and with all conueniency bee watchfull, and provident 
therein . Dated at Senon , the third of the Hones cfMarch* 

' Reader,you beehould Pope Alexander beefett with 
extremityes * either to loofethe kinges good will 3 or 
grante his requeftes , and y eeld to him who laboureth 
to extorte a petition againft the Churches liberty : thefe 
two foe intangleing him , the one of the kings de- 
maundes hee iatisfyed , giuing the Legantine autho¬ 
rity to the Bishop of Yorke. the other hee absolutely 
denyed, beeing the confirmation of the recited cu- 
ftomes»yea to the end this Legantine power, confer¬ 
red on the Bishop of Yorke, might no yay preiudice 
S. Thomas, hee thought good foe to" reftrayne the- 
fame in his later letters, that hee should vnderftand this 
Legation of his for England, to bee confined with con¬ 
dition ,that notwithftanding hee should haue no au- 
thority graunted himouerthe Archbishop or Diocqs 
of the Church of Canterbury. Pope Alexanders letters 
4Qi importing this reftwint are extort., which for breuity; 
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Wee omitt,thinking it fufficiet,if wee leauethem heere, 
noted with their numbres, in the margent. Itisalfoo 
apparantirithefame letters of Pope Alexander,that hee 
1 we gaue the legation for England to the Bishop of 
Vorke, as tleuerthelelfe hee Would not fuffer the Bis-* 

Bopps to bee exempted from the obedience they owed 

■ vmo the Archbishop of Canterbury, to Whom in very 
trueright they were fubiedbe 1 which rather enkindled 

the Kinges greater indignation, who defired the Apo- 

ftolicall Legantine authority for the Archbishop of 
Yorke.ofpurpofe todepofethe Archbishop of Can- 
•, tetbuty. 

For Alexander hereupon inclined moretothecaufe The Pope 
1. of$ain< 3 : Thomas * and Was foe far of from graunting ,nti ‘ au ° re, h 
to pl«tfurethe Kingagainfthim,as heemoft carefully $ . Thorn** 
Witched to iupportehis prolperity, With the liberty s 
• whis Church, commanding abb the principall M ona- 
‘Wes of France, to pray for him vqto allmighty G od, 
w “*ch is witnefTed by a me/linger fent from S. Thomas 
Holines, in the conclufion of whofe letter, are 
tndewordes worthieof memory. Lajtof all wee peti¬ 
tioning htsHolmes,thathee would commaundy out 0maty- 
jmrepem to him , and direfl his letters to you , for that 
F r (ofe,hee feemed with greife and great affltflion of 
^yndtoanfver ifaying, God forbid j let vs rather dye, 

should him foe departing his eountrye ,and leaning 
th j- m ***/"*?« defelate. And alitle after. %y 
X d(4ntn ^ e F e> ^ere is continual prayer 

: fit you , and the Church committed, by God, toy our 

^fitrc' 4t ^^ dreH4 ^ e4n< ^ Totttiniac^e TAonafteries of the 

■ JV Alexader in the meanetime cherished Thomas 
: ported hun with his letters, and reuiuedhisminde 

lot nitWaS ^ e P re ^ wit h extreme greife. Many of his 
- . ^remaync, worthieofioe noble a Bishop, among 
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* which reieaueyouthefe, heetng in cintents the shorteff. 

tib.i.efifl. Becaufethe dayes arc mill , and many t hinges are tehee 

Hflip hte * n re &* r d“f 1 1 * ^"ulity ofthe time , wee entreate, 

e"eht to uduife,counfell,andperJwadyour difcretion ,that in all 
proceed* afitons,as wellofyour owne , as thofeappertaining to the 

ivith the Church , you teehaue your felfe warcly ,proutdently and 
King. circumfpeBly ,jnd that you doe nothing hafiely or rashly, 
but all thinges deliberately andgrauely: whereby you map 
recouer thefauour and goodwill of the renetvned Kingof 
England, as much as pofitbly you may, without deroga¬ 
tion to the liberty of the Church , and the honor ofyour, of¬ 
fice:, andautkeritye: -And that by all meaner you endea¬ 
vour and labour to endure the 'violence of the fame King, 
•vntillthe next Eajter, infuchforte ,asyoudeuife not, to 
put any thing in execution agatnft him or his land,'vntill 
that perfixe atyme for then our lord willgraunt d better 
andmilderfeafon, whereby as wellyou,aswee, may more 
fafely and fecurely proceede in our affaires. Thus Ale¬ 
xander to Thomas; ofwhom ( asweehauefayd) it is 
extant, that hee did write other letters, to the fame 
effect vnto him. But in that the Pope did fo certainly 
promife; that times Would bee calmer at the next en- 
liieing Eafter: it is apparent hee did with a P ropheticall 
fpirit, forcknowe the death of the Antipope, which 
at that timehapned; as wee shall heereafter declare. 

But Alexander, who foe counfelled S. Thomas to 
forbeare the outragious king, did not himfelfe for- 
beare to admonish, by his letters, the fame king in 
feafon, and out of feafon, inftantly reprouing, rebuke- 
ing, and beefeeching him, as (Reader) you may vn- 
derltandby this letter, writtcnabout the fame tyme. 
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Alexander the servant 6 f The 

/nuancesof God,toHenryillu/lrous KingofEii- tih i. iiifi. 
gland y health and Apdftolicall beneduftion. 4 i. 


A t It hough the deuotion ofa duty full chide, as well 

towdrds‘Vt,atyour holy Mother the Church, feemeth hi 

of Uteto We are fame w hat coldin you: neuerthelejfe, wee moaiiZt', 
hut not 4 t Anytime emitted our fatherly uffe&iontofoards tb* Kmg 5 J 
you i and the kgngdonic commended to your go tier merit, ii titty, 
wherefore your eicctllency diligently weighing , that the 
Jhripes^of a freind, are hitter then the hjffet of an eutmy t 
maymort carefully conjiderand attentively vnderjlando 
that as Cleat kgs are in life and habit dtjhnguishedfront 
ftcular perfons ; foe the tudit ial proctedingesWith Clear - 
hes , are approoued to bee absolutely different from thi 
iudgmentes of the Layette j and therefore if you deforder 
thefe,otherxo fe then it bettommtth,andfvfurping r vnder 
yoStr po wer * thofe thinges which beelong to lefus Chrtft) t 
doe at yourownepleafure, or dame neW lames, fof the ops 
prfion of Cbunhet, andChrtfiespoore flec{e, and bring 
indlfo thofe cufiomes ,Which ( asyou teamed them ) bee- 
longed to your “Progenitors lyourfelfe, Without allque- 
Jlion, wiliheefore the loft terrible Tribunal ( which yeti « 

can no may attoyd ) bee in ltf[cf>rtt adiudged,and the fame * ’ 

meafure, whereby youhauemeafuredothers, bee returned 
tipon you, But leaf our admonitions may feeme tedious 
and rigorous to the eares of your excellency j remember 
ho m it is Written i that the father chafiifeth the fonne 
whom heeloueth jkpowctngajfuredly, that with hoW 
much moreferrent charity wee hue you imur lord , and by 
how much more often and carefully wee call to mind thi 


monuments of your mofi Jincere devotion many ways,and 
mafl royally heeretofore shewed to <vs and the church of 
(rod, foe much t^e tarneftly wishing, with the dta 

Q jj 
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voted affcBions of our harte y your Spiritual y and eternal 
faludtion , wee fignifie thefe <vnto your wnderfianding* 
For if the lafl iudgment bee any ways terrible to you, or 
the crowne of rewards in the eternal reft y deligbtfull,it is 
not only beefeetmng , but alfi necejfarte for your Mateftie 
to reverence truth ( which is God himfelfe) and alfo Iw \ 
ft ice y to giue every man hi s right , to leave to the manag - 
ing ofEcclefiaftical perfons y all matters Ecclcfiaftical *ef- \ 
penally criminal , whtch firing from the breach of fatth 
orperiury>toyeeld to men ofthe Qhurchfhe decifio ofcau - 
fes concerninggoods andpofcfiions of Churches y and not to * 
Confound the k^ngdome with the preiflhood : for if you \ 
would beftowe on the reliefe of the foore > or other worses 
of Charity , all the fubftance y which by fuch compulfions 
you wreft & Wringfrom the treafures of the Church junto 
your owne *vfe ,you should doe no more acceptable an a&e y 
in the fight of God i then if you should , rob one»Altar to * 
garnish an other , or crucify letter to fane Vaule from , 
death; for you ought to recount , and for an exemple offuch 
proceeding* to fet before your eyes: ho w king Saul y becauft 
lib t. Keg afterthe ouerthrowe of^imelech y hee won Id contrary to 
cap. 14. * the precept ofGod *referue thefrey , whenasfor his owne 

excujfe , bee pretended to retaine thefame forfacrifice y was 
as a reprobate y retcBcdby our Lord y andhee yet liutng , 
another chofen n)nto his honor , and kingly dignity. S 0 e 
whomthefinnes of the people made a governor\ his owne 
offences deprived of the kingdomes gouerment . %And it 
%. Far. cap.it convenient for yourfoules health to call to mtnde how aU 

• i4 # foeKing0^iaSywhilfiheewouldofferincenfc y and^ufurfe 
to himfelfe the office of aprieft , was by the tuft iudgment 
ofGodftrooke t&ith aleprofie. 

iftruly you attribute your happiefuccejfcs to your owne 
forces , and power * and not to JilmightyGod : and doe not 
withdrawe yourminde , and attemptes from opprefling 
Ecclefiafticalperfonef»AndQhurcbesft hee doubtjes 
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flatedyou in gouenuent oner others , and ordeyned you a 
great prince in this world, for ruling, and not for the 
wmgfull depreflion of his faitkfullpeople,will with 4 
peinuis'vfury,demand of you dgdine the tdlentes com¬ 
mitted to your charge, and as it is written ofRobeam the 
forme of Salomon, ( who for bis fathers offence, was cajl 
*»tfrom his htngdome) will transfeme,andpoure otit 
vpon the htiresytbe •vengeance of the fathersJinne.H arisen 
not thereforeto euery ones wicked fuggcftions, nor open 
, Jonr cares to thafe, wbomurmureuermtfcbetfesintoyour 
bead: but diligently attendthefe thinges which are expe¬ 
dient for faluation, andendeauour to rule,andcommo- 
diouflyto gouerne your hjngdome, according as our lord 
bath appoint edy ou, to the honor ofGod ,and thepeace & 
tranquillity of his Chrch ,for which only endyou baue re - 
ceiued into your hand the reynes of the realme. T hat hee , 
bytobtm kjngsraigne, & whoft feruict is a k*ngdome , 
maypreferuetoyou & your heires a temporal ktngdome,<sr 
after the expiration thereof ’, an eternal one without end. 
Thus Alexander to King Henry: which is alfo fet forth 
by Rogerin his Chronicle. 

But what Thomas in this pailage of time,beefore hee 
fledd into France, with patience endured, is to bee de¬ 
clared out of theafore - mentioned Authors: for thus 
is it related. 

The kinge inthe meane while vnderftood, that my 
Lord of Canterbury, would flie off from that promife, 

1 eipedallyin that hee openly gaynefayd, to feale the 
, deede of thofe conditions, in forte as beefore wasap- 
; pointed. Whereupon the Prince, inraged more with 
buy ,beegan to alltide my lord of Canterbury with 
more greeuous and exquiiite vexations } foe far forth 
as k was apparant to vnderftanding men, that his 
bloud and lire Was thirfted after. Wherefore Thomas, 
i fearyigthat, determined to flie the Realme , and com- 

C iij 
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fning to his Mannor called Sluter, while aH the reft 
Were a fleepe, accompany d only with two , with dr ewe 
himfelfe fecretly » and getting a ship, committed him- ■ 
felfe to the feas s hue long outweary d with a contrary 
winde, returning backe, hee hardly recouered early 
in the morning the land againe with hazard of his life. 

In the aid his departure beeing knowne, his familiars , 
and feruantes were thereupon ieuerally dilperfed. Yet , 
one of them boulder then tne reft camming to Canter* 
buf y * rec y tcd himfelfe the next night,into the Bis* 
rJpefo”*- hoppes owne chamber, and (upper being ended,began . 
yyi j iyfem carefully, with forrowe to lament the misfortunes and . 

ly iantra-. affli&ions of his lord} and hauingthus Ipentthe bee 
ry’ v ir.de! ginning of the night deiirous to take his reft, Goe 
beke ( q Uot h hee to his Boy ) and shutt the vttermoftdote 
tumt- of the hall, to the end wee may fleepe more fecurely> 

this leruanc therefore cotnming thither with a candle , 
lighted,thedore beeing open.lawemy lord of Canter* 
bury fitt alone in a corner, terrifyd with which foec* 
daole, heeran away, imagining hee beheld a viuon, 
and telling his Mailer thereof, this Clearke, whom 
heeferued,wouldinnoca(e belieueit ,vntill himfelfe 
made tryal of the truth, and comming found all in forte 
a forefay do. My lord of Canterbury calling together ' 
lome of his brethren of Canterbury Church, declared 
to them what had beefallen him, and how as yet it 
was not Q odes pleafure he should depane,and beeing 
refreshed with a light (upper»tefted. The next mot* ^ 

ping came the kinges officers to confifeate the whole 
eftate of the Archbishop as a fugitiuej but hearing and 
foeing hee was prefent, confounded they helde theire 
peace, . ; 

T he kinge therfore, with a mere heauy hand, in* 
creafed the afflidions of my lord of Canterbury > cau* 

(fog huttte bee peremptorily cytod,* fotanCwerioghU i 
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Maieftie at a cectayne day , concerning matters, to f4f 

bee obie&edagainft him. The tyme being come, they ^_ _ ^ 

who were fummoned, ailembled, and a Parliament North- 
• beeing helde at N orth-Hamptonne, my lord is called asmfttn. 

; toanfwer hiscaule.The Archbishop together with the 
reft of the Bishops, beeing late and lequeftred in a 
roomeaparte,thedores,by the Kings commandemet, 

■ beeing snuct ,lo as there couldbe no pallage forth; it 

was on his Majefties beehalfe alleaged again!! him, 
that in the tyme of his Chancellorship , hairing many 
vacancyes of Bishopprickes, and Abbey s, with great 
rentes, forvery many yeeres, in his handes, hee neuer 
: cane vp his accompt for the fame, which now the 
t singe required of him, Heereunto layd the Archbis¬ 
hop •• wee will conlult without counfell,and anfwer by 
aduice. 

While, therefore, they remayned all in deepefi- Th* *pmi»nt 
lence,Gilbert Bishop of London, Deane oftheCnurch «f th* Bit- 
; of Canterbury, and in that reipeefce, cheefeft of his bofttt. 

Councell in authority, next vnder the Archbishop, 

: my lord of Canterbury requiring him to fpeake, layd: 

1 if (father)y oqconlider,fro whence the king hath exal¬ 

ted you, what hee hath befftowed on you, and wey gh 
alloe the malice of thefe cymes , how miferablea 
reigne you haue prepared for the Catholike Church, 
and vs, by withftandu ige thekinge beereinjyou ought 
not only toyeeld*iJhuu.thc Archbishoppricke of Can¬ 
terbury , but alfo thelame, were it tenne tymes better. 

And if perchance hee cot^d- but feeiny ou that humili- 
ty, hee would rellore you whatfoeuer you haue loft. 

Wee lufficiently perceaue (quoth my lord of Can¬ 
terbury) what you haue aduifediy anlwered. 

Then Henry Bishop of Winc^efter layd. This 
manner of Counlell, beeing abfolutely pernicious to 
the Cathelidte Church >by ndech and qonfoundeth y s 

C iii) 
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all :becau(eifour Archbishop and Primate of England 
should leauevsfuch an example., as that euery Bishop 
shouldyeelde and for lake at the becke and threat - 
ning of his Prince,his authority ad care ouer the foules 
committed to his charge, what will bee then aiter- 
wardesthe ftateofthe Churches,but only this, that 
nothing will bee ordered according to law, but all 
will be confounded as the king liueth, and fuch as 
the Preift, fuch will bee the people. 

N ext Hilary Bishop of Chichefter, a man glorious 
in wordes, adding his opinion, fayd: if this inflant time, 
and the troubles of the Catholike Church, did not re-, 
quireat our handes an other com fe, wee ought doubt* 
lefle, to allent to your fentence: But when the autho¬ 
rity of the Cannons ftageereth, wee ought very much 
to withdrawe the rigor of feuerity,that fweetedupenla- 
tio may profit there, wheresharpt corre&io may other- 
wife deftroy} wherefore Ithinke wee ought to yeeld 
to the kinges pleafure, yet only but for a tyme; leaft 
otherwise wee run on rashly to decree that, whereu¬ 
pon may followe a more greeuous retra&arion not 
.Without confufion. 

Afterwardes the Bishop of Lincolnc, a man truly 
fimple, and of leife difcrecion, fayd : it is apparant they 
, feeke the life and blood of this man ,and of necefUty , 
one ofthefe muft followe, that hee muft fuffer eyther ✓ . 
in his Archbishoppricke, or in his life» now what 
fruite hee can reape of his Archbishoppricke, if hee 
lofeth his life therefore, l fye not. 

' But Bartholomewe Bishop of Excefter fpoake thus; 
it is play ne that t hefe dayes are euill; wherefore if Wee 
may vnder the shadowe of diffimulation,auoyd the 
force of this tempeft without hurte or lofle, it were 
efpCciallyto bee procured’.neither canweeeafilyat* j 
’ taynethereuncq^vnleire there beea great relaxation 
pf ieuerity> the inflance of this tytnc requii'Cth it> 
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eheefely fince this perfecutionis not generall^ but par-* 
tictilar. It is better therefore, one head should in parte | 

bee fiibiedk to danger, then the whole Church of En>» 
gland expofed to an ineuitable perill. 

Roger the Bishop of W°rcefter, beeing alfo asked 
his opinion, foe tempered his anfwer,asin his very 
negatiue, bee made apparant what hismindewas. In 
this (quoth hee ) I will giue no aduice, becaufe, if I 
shall (ay, that wee ought to leauethe care of foules 
receaued by vs from God,at the threatening and plea*- 
lure of a king, my mouth should declare againfte my C 

confidence, to the condemnation of myioule :ifon 
the other fide I cenfure>that the king in this cafe ought 
to bee refilled, Loe heere his followers will hearemee 
by whole relation, his Maieftie will bee thereof certt- 
fyed,and I shall prefently bee calf out of the Sinagoge, 
and hereafter ranked with his publicke and condem¬ 
ned encmyes: wherefore I neither fay this,nor counfell 
that. 

Thefe t hinges thus handled: they late awhile in Thifirflafo 
filence, neither was there a man who fpoake a word of tbit cm- ■ 
more; and deuifing away tohaueafrce parage outof utntiU*, 
the roome (for they were locked in) I Would (quoth 
my lord of Canterbury) fpeakewith two Eaiies,who 
are with thekinge,aadnamed them both: And they 
beeing called, opening the dore, entred haftely inland 
beeing greedy to heare fomewhat, that might fatisfy 
thekinges delire, my lord of Canterbury vfed thefe 
wordes in their prefence. Wee haue confuked about 
thole matters, tor which my lord the king alfembled 
▼s heere, and in regarde wee haue not with vs now, . 
thofe perfons , who more cleerely vnderftand this 
caufe, weetherefore craue refpitc'vntillto morrowe, 
determining to anfwerthen as our lord shall infpire vs. 

The Bjshoppes of Loudon and Rocheftcr were fent to 
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deliuerthis melTagetothe king; but London,like a 
crafty fox, corrupted the bufines, commended to his 
charge ; telling the kinge; that my lord of Canterbu - 
xy beefought only at his Maiefties handes a truce of 
time,for making ready the wry tinges, as one prepared 
at the determined day to yeelde accompt in anlwerof 
his acculations,andthis hee lay de to the end my lord of 
Canterbury, might beethereby the more ingaged to 
fulliill the kinges requeft. The Earles therefore were 
directed to the Archbishop, for graunting him,on the 
kinges behalfe, this rcfpite of time, if hee would rati¬ 
fying confirme, what the Bishops on his parte had cer- 
tifydhif Maielfie. W hereunto Canterbury replyed: 
hee gaue the Bishoppes no luch commiUion, ney ther 
. Would alow what they had fignifyed to the kinge, but 
would the next day (God willing )appeare, and as it 
Was inlpired vnto him from aboue,ioeanfwere. G ilbert 
of London was therefore with shame confounded* 
feeing himfelfe fallen into the fnare, which hee by ed 
to intagle his father. The coufell beeing thus dillolued 
9. Th*m»t r he prefent they leuerally departed,the troopes of 
left h bis knightes and others, who attended the Archbisnop to 
knightes en~ the place, terrifyed for dread of the kinge, left him, 
tmamtth which Saind Thomas feeing, commanded lome to 
tbtfmu about the hedges & villages,and inuitethe poore 

lame & impotent to come vntonim, faying hee might 
with fuch an army more eafily obtaynethe yi&ory, 
then by thole, whoin tyme of temptation fledd shame¬ 
fully away; with thefe poore gueues was his houle and 
feafte furnished, and the day fpent with contented 
delight in our lord,without any openmention after- 
wardes made joftheforepalfed trouble. The next day 
early in the morning was my lord taken with the 
ul^e paffion, a difeadethat followed him, and as then 
heldc him in fuch forte, as hee could notlifte himfelft, 
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, out of his bedd: whereupon making the longer delay 
( which the malicious fuppofed to proceed of an vn- 
. WillingneSyto appeare in the kinges Courte) fome were 
, sec to comand Eitnmoresharpcly and pereptorily togoc 
. on with his anfwere. Who replying fayd:if this ficknes, 

. wiUiuffermee,lwill(godwilling)to morrow appeare. 

That day palled away, and the office ofthe tnfuiig 
' night beeing finished with great douotion, ary ling ear r 
l ly tofblemnize Made, and hauing ( according to the 
cuftome) veiled him, calling to God for his affiftance, 
through themerittes of the blelTed S. Stephen, hee 
, commanded the entrance of the Madetobeegin with: 

Etenimfe derunt trincipes , <Jr dinerfum me hquebdntnr: 
andPrinces hauelatealfo,and againd meehauethey Th oma s.' 

. fpoken. And foe with extraordinary deration ended 
the whole office, withall thereunto appertaining; the 
' kinges feruantes, who were prefent, in filence aduifed- 
ly marked all, who fufpe&ed that this fignifyed lonie- 
" what. Made beeing donne, heeUydafydehis Pall,and '• 

Miter, hauing oh his other lacred ornaments, and ouer 
all a Cope. Itis fay din Quadrilogus, that S. Thomas 
celebrated as then the Made of S. Stephen, the fird 
" Martyr, by the aduice of a certaine holy and religious 
' Monke,and not in regard it was any fead of Saindfc 
’ Stephen; and that, otherwile then his wonted order 
’ was,hee performed the lame in his Pall: and caryed al- 
’ fo with him fecretly the Bleded Sacrament, after the 
ancient cuftomes, but openly bore only his Crode, 

' the Sainte thus preparing himfelfe to Marcyrdome, 
becaufe that day hee fuppofed hee should dye. But the 
a fore recy ted hidory proceedeth thus, >, 

Entring the kinges chamber,where his Maiedie ' y 
’ expend him,taking at the very dore the Crolfe, hee 
. boare it in hisowne hande,theBishoppes following,ancf 
r interpreting this hi$A<de, otherwile then beefeemed 
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them. Yet Robert Bishop of Hereford, offering him* 
felfe,fayd: Father ftay:and in place of your Chaplaine 1 
will cary the Crolfe before your prefence, for foe is it 
conuenient. With moreiuftice (anfwered Canterbury) 
the cariage heereof beelongethto mee, vnder whole 
protedion I remayne more lecurely :■ and-that Banna; 
appearing, there is nodoubt vnder what Princel fight. 
London reply ed:if the king feeth you entring in armes, 
bee will drawe his fwoard,beeing of greater force, then 
yours,and ftrike at your heade, and then you shall 
trye, whatthefe your armes willauayle you. All this 
( quoth Canterbury )wcecomendto God.Yea(anfwe« 
red Londo) you haue bin hetherto a foole,and this fol¬ 
ly (I fee) you will neuer leaue. Soewent they forward. 
But the king hearing the Bishop, came in thus armed 
forgetting,or leauing of his fw oard ( mentioned by Lo- 
don) withdrewe himfelfe fpeedily into hispriuy chaber, 
Canterbury taking his place on the onefyde,a parte, 
with fome very few his followers: the Bishoppes fate 
onthecdtrary fyde,in place; andmyndeynited againft 
him. At the latte are the Bishops called into the 
kinges counfell, Canterbury beeing left to theflangh 
ter. The tyme is protra&ed, while they flfteoutthe 
matter, for condemning the innocent. Canterbury 
with a confidet looke put on Conftancy. Roger Arch¬ 
bishop of Yorke comming forth, faydto his Clearkes 
prefent (beeing Matter Robert fumamed Croffe, and 
Osbem a Rondell) let vs departe hence, wee ought 
nottobeehould, wliat will here bee inftantly executed 
on Canterbury.Matter Robert replyed:I willnotfor- 
fake the place, vntill I fee what God hath determined 
herein; if hee will fight for God, and his iuftice, to the 
very death,hee cannot more nobly and more worthily 
finish his dayes. The Archbishop of Yorke departing 
thq$j Barthdtaiewe Bishop of Excefter, comming out 
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(tom the kingesChaber,and falling at my lord of Can- 
terburys feetc, fayd: my deere fatb er take pitty on your 
felfe, and haue mercy on vs, this day wee perish all, 
m refpe&eof hatred concerned againft you;for the 
kinge hath published an Edidt, that whofoeuer shall 
hereafter hould with Canterbury, shall beeadiudged 
an open enemy and comdemned to dye. It Was alfo re¬ 
ported that lofelin Bishop of Salisbury , and Wil¬ 
liam Bishop of Norwiche, becaufe they yet refilled 
thekinges will, should beeprefently drawne to exe¬ 
cution, and haue theyr limmes maymed; wherefore 
they litewife cryed out to Canterbury for their pre- 
fetuadon. 

The Archbishop therefor e fixing his eyes on Exce- 
fter, (aid: flie hence, becaufe you rehsh not, what ap- 
pertayneth to God: thenilliied out from the counfell 
all the Bishops together , in a troubled diforder to 
Canterbury, where one among the reft, I meane the 
Bishop of Chichefter, breaking forth in theferuffling 
Wordes, fayd .-Sometimes you were our Archbishop , 
and wee bounde to obey you: but becaufe you haue 
fworne to our lord the king your fidelity, which is 
with y ourpower to conferue his life,limmes,and earth¬ 
ly dignity, keeping withail the cuftomes required by 
him: and neuerthelefle doe now, endeuour to deftroy 1 

them which tend to his Worldly royalty and honoc 
Weethereforepronounceyou guilty ofperiury,and as 
aperiured Archbishop, wee are no longer oblyged 
toobey you: in reguard whereof committing anctiub- 
mitting vs and oursto our lord the Popes prote&ion , 
weeappealefro you vnto his prefence,theretoanfwer 
thefe obiedfions. Wee heare you ( quoth my lord of 
Canterbury) the Blshoppes withdrawing themfelues, v 
fate apart on the contrary fide, remayning long in 
filcnce. In the end came out from the king > 
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Earles and Barons, with a mighty route, approaching 
to my Lord ofCanterbury,among whom,the cheifigft, 
Robert of Leicefter fayd: The king commandeth 
you to appeare,and yceldaccompt, concerning mat - 
ters obie&edagainflyou.asyefterday youvndercooke 
to doe,othetwue heare your iudgmet* ludgmet (quoth 
pie*detb*hit ^ or< * °fCanterbury) nay,ionncand Earle, heare 

taufi. youfirft. You are not ignorant ( myfonne) how fer- 
uifeable and hoW faithfull, according to the flate of 
this world, I haue bin to my Lord the king; in refpedk 
whereof, it pleafed him to prefer mee, to the Arch- 
Bishopprick of the Church of Canterbury ( God 
knoweth) againft my will, for myne owne weaknes, 
was not vnknowncto my lelfe,and rather for his plea- 
fure, then theloueof God, I eonfented thereunto, 
which is this day apparant enough'. Cnee God with* 
draweth,aswellhimfelfe,as the king, Com mee- But 
in,the the tyme of my promotion, while the Elc&ion 
Was made ; Prince Henry his fonne (on whom this 
charge was impofed) beeing there prefent, it was de¬ 
manded, in what manner they would giuemee to the 
Church of Canterbury ? W hereunto was anfwered: Free 
and difeharged from all bandes of the Courte -1 f there* 
fore free and difeharged J concerning thefe , from 
which lam difeharged, neyther ami bounde,nor 
yet will I heereafter anfwer. This cafe is otherwife 
(fayd the Earle) then the Bishop of London informed 
the king-Caterbury added;Witnall marke this (fonne 
Earle) how much the foule excelleth the body,foe 
much are you bound to obey Cod, and mee * beefore 
\an earthly king; neyther yet lawnor reasfi allowes,that 
children should iudge or eondemne theyre father; 
where vporwldifclay me from the iudgmet of the king, 
of you, and others, beeing only to bee iudged, next 
yndec God,by out lord the Pope* vnto whole pro* 
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fence, heere before yeeall I appeale, committing the 
Church of Canterbury, myne order, and dignity,with 
all thereunto appertayning toGod,and hisprote&ion. 

In like forte, doe I cyte y ee ( my brethren and fellowe 
Bishoppes) beeccule yee obey rather man,then G od; 
to the Audience and iudgment ofmy lord the Pope; 
aid foe defended with tne authority, of the Catho- 
like Church, and the Apoftolicall Sea ,1 departe 
hence. 

As hee went away, the courty ers and malitious fol¬ 
lowed him, crying out againft him with reproches and 
iniuryes, and deprauing called him traytor. Comming 
to the vttermoft gate, hee founde it shutt, nor could 
hee pa(Te,no Porter beeing thereto bee feeneand 
while the matter was handled in feareand hazard 1 as 
God would haue it,a bunch of k eyes hung by the Wall, 
which one of my Lord of Canterbury's followers, 
catching, tryed one after an other, vntil in the end hee 
opened the gate. Thus going forth, a great number 
who were fickc of the Kinges euill, together with the 
poore, and impotent, mcttnim, rcioycing and laying: 

Blelfed bee our lord who hath deliuered, and reicued 
his leruant, from the face and fury of his enemy es. For 
it was credibly (uppoled, hee hadbiri nowdeade. A S 'Thom*t 
great company therefore, of needy and difeafed per- 
ions, goeing before and after him, together with the thefewK 
Clergy and Layety, hee was with ioy andgladnes 
brought to his Inne. And hee feeing thetryumph of 
thepeople, iayd to his followers: Lo, what a glorious 
proceflion condu&eth vs, from the face of ourperfe- 
fecutors! Suffer the poore of Chrift, and partakers of 
our tribulation, to enter with vs, that wee may feaftall 
togetW,in our Lord ; and (oe the whole houfe and 
court^vere filled with thele hisgueftes. It is moreo¬ 
ver written m q^iadtilogus j that then by chance was 
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read at the table, out of the Tripartite hiftory, the peri 
fecution of Liberius, when hee refilled Conftantine an 
Heretical Emperour, by whom hee was caft into bani-> 
shment. And out of theGofpel accuftomed to bee read. 
Was alio rehearfed, that of the Euangelift:If they shall 
perlecute yee in one Citty, flye into an other. Which 
Matth. /. Seeing heard by iaind Thomas, and taking it as fpo- 
ten to himfylfe, hee put it prefently in execution,paf« 
ling the Teas, by Gods aftlftance, into Flanders, where 
heeremayned awhile, at the Monaftery of iaind Ber* 
tine; whatbeefell him in his ioumey, With many thm- 
ges thereunto beelonging, are iet forth at large in that 
j hiftory: For iaind Thomas, who appealed to the Po- 1 
pes Holines, ought, with all conuemency, to haften to 
his Gourte for purgation of himfelfe. But his aduerfa- 
ryes proclaymed nis iourney to -bee his flight* arid 
what Handers did they forbeare, to vomite againft him 
asa fugidue ? 

. Of this iubied treateth Iohn of Salisbury , in the 
a fore recy ted Epiftle, to Peeter the wryter»where hee 
hathcompoied a moft eloquent Apologie,in defence 
of the flight offaind Thomas, which 1 omitt for bre- 
uity: And allthongh hee hath, for hisexcufe , very 
many exemples of Chrift, his Apoftles, Prophets and 
Saintes; yet one thing alone iufhceth, that hee was,by 
the Popes letters , commanded toprofecute the ap- 

E eale put in,and alio to bee with his Holmes in France, 
eefore his departure thence; which Was nottoleaue, 
but to labour to place in iafety his Church, io dange¬ 
rously hazarded. Heereupon iayth the fame Iohn. 
CotG. Vati - This washot (afluredly) to expofe his Church tope- 
ean.ep'.i.feft rill, but to endeauour for her deliuery. Vrilefle pet- 
lib. ]. chance you will imagin hee leaueth the shipp, who en- 

treth the Cock-boate to drawehet into thehauen. 
This and much more in the b^halfe ef faint Thomas* 

yrytetb 
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toiyteth his defendant lohn of Salisbury. But heare 
what the King of England did , ypon the repprte of Cdd Vat is. 
hisdeparturc. Henry thus deluded, hearing by fome, lib 1 eptfl*- 
that faint Thomas was efcaped by flight, published 
his Ediftes in this forte againft him, and the Clearkes 
his followers. Henry king of England to the feuerall 
Bishoppes ordayned in England. Yee are not Ignorant 
in what eUill dorte Thomas, Archbisoppe of Canter¬ 
bury * hath proceeded againft mee, and my kindomei 
and in w hat bad manner, hee is departed: And there¬ 
fore I comand yee,none of his Cleark es,who after that 
hisflightaccompan^dhimjnor any othefc Clearkes * 

Who derogated from the honor of mee, arid the ho¬ 
nor of my kingdome, receaue any renttes beelonging 
tothem,inyour Bishoppickes, otherwife then by my 
permdffion ,*nor haueany afIiflance,or«aduice from 
yee. Hee fecoutalfo an other proclamation, for fe- 
queftringthereuencWes of the Archbishoppricke of 
Canterbury into the kinges handes. LikeWile hee 
published other decrees,fignify ed to S • Thomas,from 
kis friend by wryting inthefe wordes. * , , , A 

fleafeit youtt *vtulerfiand y ihat this is the tenor of ^ 

the cotnmifiions fent by King Henry dnto £n^land:towit: £ 4l j,£ 

Th*t entry h atien, bee mofi can fully guarded 9 leaf any fled after 
letters ofinter dtchonbee any way brought into the Land s the flight of 
and if any Hfgulcr perfon brtngcth them in lethtsfeete s Tb*a*ns% 
bee cm of: if hee bee a Clearly , let him lofe hts eyes and 
friuy members: if a Lye man, let him bee hanged: if 
it Leper, let him be burned i and if any Bishop, for 
dread ofthis interdicliS,ivitltraudl out ofthe readme , 1 c t 
him cary nothing with him beefideshtsjlajfe.lt isalfo hts 
will,that all Jchollers ,bee compelled to rctnrne tnta 
their countrey , orelfe to bee deprtued of their Benefices ; 
and they that shall remayne without euer hope of 

return* : lihpwfefortbofc frtefisvtfho refufe tofirrgfiu 
^ ^ . D 
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them lofe their priuy partes. *And let all who rebell, let 
deprived oftheir Bene fie es . Thomas in the meane while 
hauing fuflfered this banishment ,fent thefe letters to : 
Pope Alexander 3 which Roger in his Chronickesof 
England, recyteth the yeere following, yet truly ap- 
s Thomas P ert ayning to this prefent; written with thele wordes. 
eonrermt** 1 foe for refuge ( mofi holy father) -unto your audience, 
hi appeal to that y ofi who wttb foe grease a hazard ofyourfelfejhaue 1 
the Pope. refcued the Churches liberty ; may now conjidertke on¬ 
ly* of cheifeft caufe, of the perfection of my felfe ,who 
have followed your example .Fot I greened to fee theJlate of 
the Church by litle and litle to perish , and her lawes in - 
fringed,by the xAuartcc of "Princes \and thought this 
danger of jickjtcs was to beepreuented:andby how much 
I foe we my felfe more bound to that lord of myne, •tsnto 
whom,next <vnder G od, \ am mojl in gaged,foe much the 
more fecurely , I fuppofed his <vriiuft attemptes were t% 
beerefiftedy ^vtittll they preuayled, who clowdedfrom 
mee the cleere beames of hisfauor . *Afterwardes (as it is 
4 ccujtomcd with Princes ) they ray fed againjl mee fin¬ 
ders, andfalfe aciufations, where by they might profc - 
cute meey and l rather chofe banishment, thentoyeeldeto 
iniiiftice : and to multiplye thefe mifeheifes ,1 was as a 
Lye man, called bee fore t he King, to maf^rfat isfaction \ 
and where l hoped, in my refinance for mojl afiifiancey 
there was I especially deceaued :for l found my lordes, 
and fe Ho we brethren the Bishoppes prepared, at the plea- 
fur e of the Cowners jo punish mee . T husaUmoJlft singled 1 
with the inuafions offoe many, l havefled forfucc&ur ,to 
the audience of your Holmes, who neglelfetb notthofe., 
who are plunged in extremityes, and*vnder whom 1ft and 1 
ready to mafo good, that I am nether to bee iudgedthere, 
nor by them : for what is this elf [father ) then to dimi¬ 
nish, and withdrawe from you > the authority ofyout 
la wes) yea what elfe, then tofnbrnit ffirituall To wer. 
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h temporal iurifiUEiion ? this once fu fere d , would open 
on example to many,and therefore l fudged , it was with Cbrifi fa - 
more conftancy to bee with food \ becaufe the headlong uorethCa. 
Way to doe hurte, is to fee but a weafy refiftance.But they 
Will fay : Thofe t hinges are tobcegiuen to Cajar which 
are Cafars ; yet allthough in many matters the kjng is to 
bee obeyed , bee is neuertbclejfc not to h‘. e obeyed in thofe y 
by whithbeeceafcth to bee a king:for fitch appertayne not 
to Cafar , but to a Tyrant: wherein the Kisboppes , ifnot 
firmyfitl^e y yet for their owne > should hauereftjied him . 

Tor tf the l4ft iudgment is referuedfor htm , who hath 
power to iudge both body > and foule: shall the highejt 
Tribunal amongmen y bee attributed to bito, who iudgeth 
according to bis oWne fenfi ? ifthefe Bishoppesmayntaine 
the parte of tuft ice > why did they affault tnee} why doe 
they reproue mec , for appealing *Vnto him y to auoyde 
wbofe determination of cpntrouerfyes , is either <vnlaw- 
full or not expedient ? wherefore they haue <vniuJHyac~ 
cufedmee y or dtftrufted of your iujlice: for otherwifi >it 
were a double confufionto mee^to bee conmBed before 


your Ho lines. *And haue l defer ued perfection at their 
handes for wbofe caufe , l defended the bull war^e , 

. againfifoe greate a battery , and had won tbe e vi&ory ,ijf 
only they would haue afltfled ? but in ill cafe is the head , 
teeing left dejlitute by the members .for how wonldtt 
bte 3 if the eyes , should <vfe the tongue againft the head ? 
if they had well forefiene tt y th*y deni fid but mtfiheefe , 
to their owne confuflonj and our pnncipalladuefary cs 
abufi d their afifiame, to bring them into flattery . 

Becaufe they haue accomplished all this 5 <vpon foe 
greate a malice , that to <vndoc met , they wouldwit hall ^Bishoppof of 
ouetthrowe themfelues it hey haue herein neglected Tptri- England of 
tuall treafuresfor tempora 11 trifles: and fay led in the end fended a . 
rf both. *Againe what an offence wastt , that when I t* in ft s $ 
tjytd out againjl this iniujtice^ and appealed toy our an- Thomas % 
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die nee , they durjl y in iudgment comdertme mee theirfa^ 
ther ? what if they conjpirf , with the Prince our aduer- 
ftry y dgainjlthe whole Catholicise Church landtruly (moji \ 
holy father ) you might haue binfuspitious thereof. Yet 
1 w die they fay they were boundeto their kjng> as their 

te nporal lordi but , to him in their bodyes , to mee in their 
foules \ and to whom could they bee more obliged y then to 
ehemfclues ? Is it not better to lofe cor for all , then fpiri- \ 
tual 'riches ? But they willagawe reply: the king rods 
net yin this perilous tyme % to beeprouoked. Ohoro fub - < 
iilly doe they argue for their ewne flauery >yea they pro¬ 
voke him y whoy by theirexcejfes 9 giue wtnges to his will i 
and pleafure . For they might haue bin quiet, bad they not 
to quietly affented. And when is conjlancy more required, \ 
theninthe midjlof our perfecutors }*Are not Qhriftes i 
frindes tryed with perfections ? If continually they 
yeelde y when shall they ouercomc ? Of necefity fomc- 
ttmes they mufi refijl. Condefcend therefore ( moji holy 
father) to fuccourmce in my flight and perfe cut ion y and 
remember that once t was tnyour age an eminent many but , 
now »for yourfake wearyedout with iniuryes. Put your 
powertn execution: reftrayne tfyem y at whofe inflance 
the caufe of this perfect^ ton , came Jltlte creeping in. Flei* 
ther let the fault of any of thefc 3 bee layde on my lord the ; 
King y who is rather a prachfer y then inventor of this. \ 
wicked deuice. Hetherto Roger: but Pope Alexan¬ 
der heareing hecreof, declared firft that S. Thomas ; 
Was no waye bounde by his condemnation in this „ 
Conuenticlej wriciqgthus. . ] 

Cod vati- Pope Alexander to Thomas Archbishop 
ca-o lib. i. of Canterbury. 

epfi. 4 That the inferior cannot ludge hts fuperior % and him ; 

efpectallyyto whominthe right ofVrelacyyhecis known* 
to beef ubordinate\ andbelde bound intheehaynesef^bt- ; 
ditnee , as welle diuine as humane Uweidojeshow* * djU j 


this efpeoally in the decrees of the holy fathers y is met* 
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S. Thomas oirchbishoppes of Canterbury] ji 
mdntftfily declared. W here fore with carefullconjidera- 
tionweyghingthis y weeto whom it bee longeth to reforme 
errours, and amend that , which for want of correction 
may leant a pernicious example topojlerity: and moreouer 
beecaufe the Church ought not , by reafon of the offence of 
any particularperfon , to fuftayne any Ioffe or difcommodi¬ 
ties doe adiudge.the fentence to bee ahfolutely <voydemand 
declare by the jtpofjtolical authority , the fame to bee of no 
force, which by the Bishops and Barons of England (in 
re guard you appeared not <vpon theKinges firjt fummons ) 
was prefumptionjlypronouncedagainftyou y whereby the 
faydBishops andBarons depriued you ofall your moueablc 
goods, as well afyiinjl the forme of law y as contrary to 
the Ecclejiajlicatlcujlome : and that efpelially ,fince you 
badnoe moueables ,btu only of the Churches goods. *Alfoc , 
wee determine thefaydfentence y to bee hereafter of no 
power , nor any ability to preiudice , or indammage you , 
your fucceffors y orthe Church committed to yourgouermet .. 

T hus wrote Pope Alexander, whoe likewife by other 
letters commanded reftitution to bee made of all thiu- I fad.cp ft $t 
ges taken away from the Archbisgop or any others, 
vpon any occafion concerning him. 

But that the ilate of the Church of England, may 
.appeare more playnly, I would ha,ue you vndetftand, 
how thele letters , which by the kinges Embafladors 
wherereturned backe to his Holines agayne,were fiift 
imparted to the Archbishop o£ Yorke, vnto whom , 
at the kinges requeftwas decreed the Legantine au¬ 
thority , for England j but in ^eguard Pope Alexander 
hadin hi$ later letters (as Wee fee) confined hin^that 
hee should not by reafon of his iurifdi&ion , challenge 
any power to himfetfe either ouer the perfon of Saint 
Thomas, or the Archbishoppricke of Canterbury : 
the king as fruftrate of his intention, (who was only 
beat by prerogatiue of this Legate, to depofe S.Tho • 
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mas) commanded the letters of legation, now vnpro- 
fitable for his purpofe, to beeremaunded backe to the 
Pope , by his Embafladorsdefigned thereunto. Con¬ 
cerning this, there are other letters extant declaring 
foe much inthele wordes. 


To hismoft beelouedlord,his alluredfendethgree¬ 
ting , and euer wisheth him well to fare. 


T *H rough the mercy of ^ 4 lmightyGod{ who neuerfor- 
fdketh thofe, who repafe thetretrujl in him ) it foe 
fell out,ds the fame ddy wherein my lord the Pope tvax 
eertifydof Ociauians dcdth,the Imbaffadors of the hinges 
L,andH ,towi‘t Lewes dndHenry, came to the Court :■ 
,the English truly pretending on their k* n & cs htehalfe a 
shewe of exceeding humility, both in open wordes and 
letters confonant to their Speech,feemed foe far to moue 
my lordthe “Pope, andfomeofbis Cardinally that ( as by 
reporte of thofe who fauouredyou 1 'Vnderfiood ) they 
hardly couldabftdynefrom tcaret wherefore after many 
allegations, in what forte, ,and with what affection the 
fringes Mdieflie re earned Pope Alexander,andhow great 
reuerence heeeuer shewed to him,the which bee would 
centinew during his life, thefe flourishes finished, they 
returned <vnto hit Holmes many letters , concerning the 
legantinepower , which your ^Archdeacon obtayned du- 
honeftly for England, duringthe tyme l remaynetf with 
you: but the condition,wheruppon hee procured the fame 
letters,my lord the Kinghy the mouth ofhtsEmbajfadors 
dbfilutely renounced,as neuer made or defired by him.The 
. Popes Holmes foe willingly and gladly reeeaued the 

| fame letters hac\ againe, as if a thing mofl wished were 

now offered him in fucb manner as fome there f refent 
maruelled -Very much. 

You perceaue (reader) in all tbinges hitherto hadled 
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of ST hotnas % 4 rcbbithoppe of Canterbury* 
before Bope Alexander in the cafe of S. Thomas,how 
heefauoredeuer his fide: and was from the firft in the f * *$&• 
paflage of this bufines, inclined to afifthim:in regard * 4 ’ 
wherof,let lohnof Salilbury reprou himfelfe, who in 
the beeginninge of thefe tnmultes wry ting to S. T h o - 
mas, beecometh foe bad a prophet of Pope Alexanders 
proceedinges, faying : mdny thtngesmd^e again/} you, 
feme for you, formigbtie per forts will come whodre bom - 
tifull in the largefle of money, which Rj>me neuer dejpifed: 
dnd willbeefupported,notonly with theirowne,but dlfoc 
my Lord the fenges authority y whom the courte ought in 
no cdfe to dtfpleaje, CTc. You may lee therefore how 
vntruly>andrashly heecenliired of Pope Alexanders, 
conftancy foppofing hee might bee conquered Afrith 
gould who was ttronger then fteele. 

Another imbaflagealfoenlued,addrefled from the Theimhnf- 
keng toPopeAlexadei 3 by theArchbishopsadBishops page of the 
of Englad, who wereall admitted to publicke audiece; B,shoppe, of 
whereintheCofiftory,firftofthealltheBishopbfL5- England *- 
don, houlding the firft place, did firft beegin thus to ?****■ 
fpeake. Vnto you [Father) appertaynetb the care, dnd 
Wdtchfull eyeouerthe Catholicise Churchy that both the 
difcreetCymay by your wtfcdotnybeefojlred'Vp tot he exaple 
of manners s ddthe*vnadmfed', by the *ApoJ}olicalautho¬ 
rityy fupprejfed and chajliced', to reduce them to wtfedom . 

But in the depth of your diferetton , the mdn cannot bee 
eonceaued to beewtfe , who prefuming in the jlrength of 
bis owne witt y endeauoretb to dtflurbe the band of wnion 
among his bretben, the tranquillity of the Church , and 
the demtion of the h%ngy dtjfenttonbatb lately JPrung 
in England , bectwcene the k^ngdome and the Vretjlhood , 
ruponan occafion but light, and of Ittle importance, which 
might haue bin eajily extinguished, bad a moderate medi¬ 
cine bin thereunto applyed : but my lord of Canterbury , 
beingherein Jingular in his owne conceyte # and not gui¬ 
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dedby our counfel ipfiftedfcuerely , beey and reafott neuer 
conji acting thts ill offered time > or what manner ofmif 
chafe may enjue y *vpon fneh 4 headlong entreprife y and 
foe weaued intanglingfnares > for the deft ;uB ton of him* 
fclfe ^ and bis brethren : and bad hue our ajfcntfauored hk 
eiifigncs >tbe matter it fclfc hddnoxv fallen outwore four 
ty> But inrefpcBbee couldnot ( asb.ee ought not ) cvmfjtU 
*vs y tocondescend tohis intended purpofe ; bee attempted 
tobftortetbe bldme ofhisrash prefumpttotk, on my lord the 
fang > on •vs y yeaonthe whole nation : wherefore togiue 
4 conlorto the in fanning of our mutuall brotherhood , m 
man enforcing him , no man $1 rcdteninghim , hce fled the 
trout, k 17. ^ d nd y dccordingto that faying: the wit fad hath fled and 
mmanperfecutedhim . Heeremy Lord^he Pope inter- 
ruping him, layd. Forbeare ( Brother :) and London 
anfwered : I will (my Lord) forbeare him. ^heumto 
his Holynes reply ed^ I bid you not forbeare him, but 
forbeare to wrong your felfe. At the found of this. 
Apoftolicall trumpet, Londonsfenfeswerefoeamay- 
fed by AUnhghty God, as bee could not after jdlot- 
pounce one void. 

wherefore Hilarie Bishop of Chichefter, floveing 
in eloquence, more confident of his Rhetoticke then 
pf the truth and honofty of his caufe (as appeared by 
tl;e fequel) purfued the matter, faying lord and 

father y it btehoueth your fioltnes , tyred* ly to reduce to 
the order lyftatc ofpeace apd concord > mbajfoeucr ts dr for- 
derly lan died to the deft ruction of the vniuerfali body: 
leaft) fp,{h immoderateprefumptton may produce with the 
ouerthrowejf many jhe feyfme 4IJV oft he whole Cat holt fa 
Church a ik huh my lord of Canterbury full little eonji- 
dcrethy whtle leautngallgraueradutce , bee buildeth only 
on hisovpne brainey that thereby heemdy rayfe inore'tur- 
bulentformes andanxietyesto bimfclfe andhis 9 th fang 
dnd fangdomc y the (eogie and } i and truly tna 
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min of his eminent authority»this was not Jeemrly, uei~ 
ther ivas it opportune neither can it heereafttr atony time 
bee eueropportune. Soe gaiely, Hylary of Chichefter 
played the Grammarian with his opportune ■, adding 
moreoucr : neither yet was it opportune to his Clea- 
gie (were they well aduifcd )to yeefo in filch a cafe 
a (Tent vnto him. Heareing therefor® this gallant 
Granmaarianfoeleape from porte to porte, by often 
iterating opportune , they could no longer abftayne 
from laughter, among whom one breaking out, fay d: 
Now Sir at length you are ill arriued in the ports. 
At which word our, Lord foe abashed the Pre¬ 
late, as prefently heebcecame filent and dumbe. The 
Archbishope ofYorke feeing them both foe foyled 
before him, endeauored to abate the fury of his minde, 
and in few wordes only taxed the improuidence of the 
Archbishop; and they in like forte, who difcourfed 
afterwardes, whom for breuity I heereouerpalfe; yet 
foynijig all finally in this, they beefought that his Ho¬ 
lmes would make a Legate a latere: and fond him into 
England to vnderftand the bufiiics beetweene the 
king and the Archbishop, whom they would needes 
haue returned backe into the fame land, there to re- 
■ feaue his iudgment: which allthough they inftacly in - 

treated, yea and partly threatened chat ocherwifo the 
king, would break* out into fey fine % the Pope neuer- 
thelelfe would not yeelde to deliuer vp into their - 
hander innocent Thomas, but that they should expert 
his Sommons into that Court®, there to haue hfo 
caufo before his Hobnes determined ; wherenu- 
to they refilled tq agree, and with difdayne deposi¬ 
ted, without receauing his Apoflolicall benedfcdfeon. 
There is among other epiftfes to bee feenethe Libell 
1 farced with poyk>o,which, thefe Prelates offered vp-tq 

PojpeAlewier agaioftS. Thomas* 
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S. Thomas cameafterwardes vnto his Holines,wfi<* 
{as faith Alane in Quadrilogus) was entertayned cold - 
ly by the Cardinalles ,but admitted freely to my Lord 
the Popes prefence, who receaued him with a moft 
kind, and fatherly affedtion, calling a tender compaf- 
fion on his manifould affli&ions, and his long pilgri¬ 
mage, foe dangerous,troublefome,and tedious; and 
while thefe matters were thus to & fro difcourfed , hee 
was at the length comanded to lay, the next day,open, 
beefore his brethren, the caufes of his banishment, 
wherefore on the morrowe, while it was queftioned 
amog his aflbciates,which of them should firft vnfould 
the caufe, euery one pretending excufes, the bulke of 
thisbufines fell on the Archbishop himfelfe. Inftruc- 
ted therefore by God, allthough of himfelfe abfolutc- 
ly vnprouided , while placed next vnder my Wd the 
Pope, hee Would forreuerence haue ryfenjbeeing 
commanded to fit doW againe,and foetopleade his 
caufe, hee thusbeegan: .Although not abounding in 
mifedome^yetartmeenotfoe *vndifcrectc , asforatnfle , 
to leaue the kjngof England , bis Courte , and commodi¬ 
ty as .for if mee mould , mail refyecdesfubmet ourfelues 
‘vntobispledfurcy thcreis not hee mithinhit dominions 
or t{ingdomc 9 mho mould rcfufe to bee obedient to our * 
mills and during the tyme that -vnder this condition wee 
feruedhis turnes , mbdt mas there that anfmered not 
our mished defires} Eup after mee entred another courje 
of froceedinge , thorough the dexve remembrance of the 
firofefiion and obedience , mhicb for the feruice of God 
thee haue ^undertaken , hit former affefition hee bote 
ftps , heegan ajfuredly to max cold . And yet truly , if mee 
mouldflye bacfgfrom our intendedpurpofi > mee neede 
not the intercefiion ofany for recouery of hisfanour: but 
hecdufethe Church of Canterbury >hatb binaccufiomedin 
tymes pafi to bee the Sun of the mefi , and her brigbtes 
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, in this our age , is very much clowdedwee had rather 
in thee name of God,fuffer any torments,yea thoufand 
puerall deathes y if foe many were ojferred vs , then euer 
with diflimulation toindure the affli&ions , which at 
thisinfiant sheefuflayneth. % And that wee may not feme 
- with curiojity , oraprctence of vayneglory , to haue bee - 
gm this our entreprifejt is conuenient that with an eye - 
witnefiing teftimony > the effeSie bee spade appar ant. 

vAndproducing the wntinges contaynetng the cufio- 
mes y the caufe oft his contention , with ieares hee fayd; 

1 lot hecre yXohat lawesthe Ktng of England ordayned y xhorroyal 
*£>** n ft the liberty of the Cathohb^e Church \ Bee iudges cuftomes of 
ywfclueS) if it bee lawful l todijjcmbtc m matters of this the kingdom* 
Z- moment y without the lojfe of a mans foule. Which once °f England ; 

heard, they were all moued to the very effufionof e f^ mtne iJ n 
•T teares; neither yet could they contayne themfelues, *Z 

' who before were to their power vehement on the con- * 

trary parte j all with one voy ce pray ling our Lord, for 
V referuingy etone perfon to himlelfe, who durft in this 
; tempeft of perfecution, ftand in defence of his hbly 
, Church: and they who feemed before to bee, in this 
*■' controuerfie deuided > now cpnfented in this one opi¬ 
nion, that in the perlon of the Archbishop of Canter- 
j bury, the vniuerlall Church was at this tymetobee N 
^ fuccoured. But my lord the Pope hauingread and 
n , often perufed, and with greate diligence and attention 
heard and confidered feuerally thefs Cuftomes; 

£ beeing exceedingly moued,inftantly burft out into 
r anger againft the Archbishop reprouing. him with 
1 sharpe reprehenfionj for chat yeelding an afifent to 
, \ thefe, vnworthie the name of cuftomes 3 but truly ty¬ 
rannical vfurpations, hee ( as hee there confefled) 
p together with the other Bishops, had renounced theic 
''l preiftly dignity: and caft the Church into bondage* 
t P ron °uncing : they rather ought to hauc vndergqne all 
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danger s,theneuerto giue theleaft waytofech an vttet 
ouerthrowe of God Almightyes lawe > and more- 
ouer fayd:afliiredly in this rabell Co abhominable which 
hath bin heere both read, and heard) there is nothing 
at aU to bee allowed Jas good, fomethinges only may 
bee indured for the Church in a force to tollerate: but 
the greater parte, as reprobate, by the ancient and 
authenticall connfells haue bineuer condemncd,beirig 
dire&ly contrary to the holy conftitutions. And thus 
did the Lord and Pope in the open pre fence of them all 
reproue, and fcntence thefe to bee heereaft er euer by 
the Church condemned. Thele they are, and thus Lett 
forth (as wee find them recorded in the aforefayd 
booke of the Vatican) together with the addition of 
' condemnation or tolleration, according to the cenfure : 

of Pope Alexander. But 1 feare lead the intermingling 
of wordes and termes only proper to the English, 
v should by reafen of their obfcurity,feemeto the reader 

darke,and difficult to vndcrftand : which are thus 

TUmfmn 

tfEngUnd 

propounded j. Concerningtheaduovfon and prefenta- 

dfCUmf- t j onc fChurches: ifany controuerficthcrcu- 
ponarifeth, bcetwcenc laymen, or beetweene 
Clearkes and lay-men,or beetweeneClearkes 
andClearkes , let the caufebee pleaded and 
determined in the Courte of our lord (he 
kingc. 

This did the Church of Rome vnder Pope Alexand. 
the III. condemne. With, this note, are they deli- 
uered intheendofeuery articklebeeing taken out of 
the fcyd booke of the V^ticane, and inferted in the 
tonclufion of the Quadripartite hiftory, alias Quadii- 
logus the CronickfesofS. Thomas. 
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Cronicklcs of S. Thomas. 
x. Churches of our lord the Kinges fee,can¬ 
not beegiuen for eucr without a (Tent and con- 
fentofhisMaiefty. This hee tolerated. 

3. Clearkes cited,and accufcd vppon any 
caufebecingfummoned to the kinges Courte 
shall appeare before the fayd Courte, there to 
anfvere in fuch forte, as to the royall Court 
shal feeme conuenient for them to anfver : 

(be as the kinges Bench, shall fend into the 
Court of the holy Church, to fee vpon what 
ground the caufe shall bee there handled ;and 
if theClcarke bee conui&ed , or doe confeffe} 
the Church ought not any longer to defend 
him. This hee condemned. 

4. It is not lav full for Archbishoppes,Bis- 
hopes, and Perfons of the kingdomc to de- 

, partethe readme without our lord the kinger 
licence: and if they will departc, they shallat 
the kinges pleafure giuc fecurity, neythet in 
their goinge, flaying, or comming, to com- 
paffeany euill,ordammage towards our lord 
thekinge, or his kingdomc.rhh hee condemned. 

5. The excommunicate ought not to giuc nenSxv h,cU 
affurance for remayning, or anfwering the is think *• 
lave,neither bee fvorne,hut only giueplcdge , tht 1 
andfecurity to Hand to the Churches iudgo- 

toent ,and foeobtayne abfolution.rhufc/ir co/>* 
dennted. 



Laymen ought not to bee accufcd in the 
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prcfeftceofthe Bishop> but by tcftimony of 
ccrtaine , and lawfull witnefles » fo as the ! 
Archdeacon may not lpfe his right nor any 
thing which should thereby acetewe vnto 
him ; and if the accufed bee fuch as no 
man will,or dare accufc them>thc Shyrecfe 1 
becing required by the Bishop, shall fweare 
iz.lawufllmenof the neighborhood,or vil¬ 
lage before the Bishop ro lay open the whole 
truth,according to their coafcience. This hee 
ttlerated. 

7. No man who houldeth ofthekingin 
cheyfe,norany of his Maiefties houfehould 
feruantes,shall bee excommunicated, nor : 
theirlandes madefubieft to interdidion, vn- 
lefleourlordthekingc(ifhee bee within the 
Jand) or his Lord- cheife iuftiee ( if his Ma- ‘ 
ieftic bee out of theRealmc)bee firftmade 
priuy thereof, that hee may therein deter¬ 
mine of the delinquent according to right, 
whereby fuch matters,as appertainc to the 
kinges Court,may bee there iudgediand what 
beelongeth to the Ecclefiaftical courte retur¬ 
ned thither,there to bee ended. This hee con¬ 


demned. 

8. As touching appeales, if they arife, 
ijjfn ought to proccede from the Acrh- 
•deacon to the Bishoppe , from the Bis¬ 
hop to the Archbishop, and if the Arch¬ 
bishop fade to execute iufticc, they ought fo* 
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theirc laft refuge to flie to our lord the king* 
that by hiscommandement, the controuer- 
fiemay- bee determined in the Archbishops 
Courte: fo as they shall not attempt any far¬ 
ther, without the kinges alfcnt. This hte con¬ 
demned. 

j.If there arifeany controuerfie.beetweene 
Clear ke and a lay-man, or contrariwife about 
any tenement which the u Clearke claymeth to 
bee held in free Aimes, the lay man in laye 
fee, it shall bee. determined beeforethe lord 
cheife iuftice according to his diferetion in 
the kinges Bench bytheverdi&of iz.lawfull 
men, whether the tenement appertayneth to 
free Aimes, or to the lay fee, and if it bee 
found to bee free Aimes,then v shalli« bee 
pleaded in the Ecclefiaftical court: and if of a 
lay fee then ( vnlefs both parties auo y the 
fame to bee hclde of one felfc fame Bishop or 
Baron) the plea shal 1 bee ended in the kinges 
Bench: but if both of them make their auow- 
ry of land helde of one fclfe fame Bishop or 
Baron then shall the plea remayne in 
the court of the faid Bishop or Baron. All- 
wayes prouided, that hee (who was firftfey- 
zed ) loofc not his feyfon by reafonof this re¬ 
cognition. This hee condemned. 

10, Any man ofeitty, castle. Borough, or 
the kinges Demeafne mannor, beeing cited 
by the Archdeacon or Bishop for any o ffen ce 
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wherein hecis bound to anfwer him, and will 
not giue fatisfa&ion vpon hiscitation , it shall 
bee la j? full for him tcTtubiett the offendorto 
interdi&ion,but not to excommunication, 
beefore th ckinges cheifc officer ofthe place 
bee fit ft acquainted therewith, that hee may 
adiudge the offendor to make fatisfa&ion* 
w herein if thp kinges officer bee defaulty»hets 
shall fall into hisMaiefties mercy;and then 
the Bishop may after punish the-accufed with 
Ecclcfiafticall cenfures. Thishtecondemned. 

it. Archbishoppes, Bishoppes,andall Pcr- 
fons ofthe kingdome,who hould ofthe kinge 
in cheife, and haue pofieffionsin his domi« 
nion ,asL_a ifarony,shall in reguard therof 
anfwer to the kinges iufticcs and officers, and 
followe and perfbrme all roy all cuftomes and 
rightcs,and ought colic with the othctBatons, 
in the kinges courte vmill the iudgment 
come ro Ioffe of member or life. This hee to* 
termed, 

12. When an Archbishoppricke, Bishop- 
pricke, Abbacy, or Priory of the kinges Do- 
minio shall fall voyd or ought to be in hishda- 
ieflics hades, hee shall receaueall their rentes 


andreuenues, as thole of his owne royal! de- 
demeancs,and when timecommeth,t<T pro* 
Hide princi, ail perfons of the Church; and 
the ele&ion ought to bee made in his ownfc 
cbappel byhw coy all aftem and the council 

dlocb 
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offiich Perfons appcrtayningto his Maieftie 
as hec shall call to perfect the same, and the 
Prelate elected shall there doe his homage 
andfealty to our Lord the King, as his Leige 
Lord oflife,member and earthly honor ,fau- 
ing his order, before fuch time as he bee cori- 
fecrated. This hee condemned. 

tj. If any noble-mJof the kingdome,shall 
powerfully ouefbeare any Archbishop, Bi¬ 
shop or Archdeacon in matter Of iuftice, fo 
as hee cannot obtaine the right beelonging 
to himorhis * the king ought to make him 
haue his owne according to iufticc : And if 1 
any one will ouerbeare our Lord the king iri 
clayming his right, the Archbishops,Bishops 
and Archdeacons ought to procure his Ma- 
iefties iuftice, that his aduerfary may fatisfy 
our Lord the king. This hee tollerated. 

14. When any shall forfeit their chattells 
vnto the king,no Church nor Church-yeatd 
ought to detaine them, contrary to his Ma- 
iefties iuftice ; beecaufe bee they found in 
Churches,or otherwife,all is one,they are his 
Maiefties. This hee tollerated. 

15. Pleadinges in matter of debt, which are 
grounded vpon oath, as well as others which 
arc without oathe, shall bee handled in the 
king’s court. This hee condemned. I thmke bee* 
caufe feriury w tu punished in the ffmtttafl cturte. 


Digitized by 


Google 



Pfnt the 
Pope protee 
ded with. S 
Thom as 


lib. l.lpift. 


64 . TbeEccleJidJttcdl Htjtorte 

16 . The Tonnes of Villanes, ought not to 
take holy orders , without a (Tent of tbeif 
Lor'dcsjof whofclandes they are knownc to 
beenatiues. This heetollerated. 

Which beeingread/, and confidered, Pope Alexan¬ 
der (as beefore ) beeing very much troubled, turning 
• himfelfe to the Archbishop vied thef^wordes: All- 
t hough,- brother, the offence ofyou and your aflociatc 
Cishoppes bee great, and enofmious,!yet ought wee to 
proceede more mildly with you, who albeeit (as you 
confefle) haue fallen, yet prefently after, with tiling 
agayne, endeauored to repaire your mine ,and by rea¬ 
son thereof endured many greeuous , and terrible 
wronges > and prefently vpon your fall (remayning 
as yet in England) did feeke, and deferue from vs, as 
proceeding from our clemency, the benefit of Abfo- 
fution; whereupon (as it is conuenient) wee pardon 
your ( offence, tp the end you, in this your aduerfity, 
may foe much the more fully and effc&ually feelethe 
confolation, and grace of our clemency, aboue other 
Ecclefiafticall Perfons j by how much the more you 
haue loft worldly commodity s, and fuftayned greater 
afflidions, for the liberty of the Church, your faith, 
and deuotion towardes vs. And thus the Apoftolicke 
Prelate firft rebukeing with si fatherly feuerity ,and 
then recomforting,with thefweetenes of a motherly 
confolation, difmilled for that time the Archbishpp. 
Soe is the matter there diferibed-But an other fpeech, 
far differing from this heere recyted, and fiippofed to 
bee made by faind Thomas to Pope Alexander, is 
rehearfed in the fore mentioned volume of Epiftles. 
Then our Author preceedeth. 

The morrow after, the Archbishop beeing pre* 
lent with my Lord the Pope, and the Cardinal!*, fitt- 
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tiiig in a withdrawing chamber, vfed thefe wordes : 

My fathers and lordes, it is vnlawfull for a man to 
fpeake vntruly any where,much more before Gt>d,and refiimh ^ 
in your prefence : wherefore with teares I confefle, Archbishop. 
that my miferabie offence , was the originall of thefe prick hfir* 
' agreeuances, to the Church of England. I afcended thtPopi. 
into the fould of Chrift, but not by the true dote ? as a 
per/on not called byCannonicall election but intruded 
by the terror of publick authority, and although 1 vn~ 
dertooke this burden againftmy minde, neueithelefl'e 
, the will of man, and ndt of God induced mee thereurv 
to. Whatworiderthen, if thinges fucceeded contrary 
to my expectation ? But if I had vponthe kinges threa- 
teninges (as my alfociate Bishoppes inftantly perfua* 
dedmee) renounced at thePrinces pleafure,and defire, 
the prerogadue of the Epilcopal power foe granted 
tnee, I had Ifefc to the Catholike Church a pernicious 
example; I differred it therefore, vntill I came before 
your prefence; but now acknowledging myne enttace 
hot to bee Cannonicall, and fearing therefore my de- 
parture will fall out to bee fane woifer, perceauing alfb 
my ability too weake for vndergoeing foe great a 
charge, leaft I proueto bee preferred ouer my flocke 
for their mine, ouer whom I am placed ( howfbeuer) 
for k Pallor, into your handes ( 6 holy father) into 
your handes, I lay, l refigne the Archbishoppricke 
of Canterbury. And pulling withall his ring from his 
finger, hee humbly beefought a fit Bishop might bee 

E rouided, worthie of that Church, in reguard thathec 
auingthenameofa Paftor, proformednot the office 
of a Paftor. And finishing his fpeech,he inforced my 
Lord the Pope and allptefent , to like forrowe} yea 
what man hearmg this, can abllayne from lamen¬ 
tation. 

The Archbishop after wardes departing afyde, togej 
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ther with his followers, who were Vandalized at his 
wordes, beecaufe in reguard heereof, they began to 
dilpaire, My lord the Pope did heereupon enter into 
conference with the Cardinalls, thematter beeing on 
both lides, through firndry opinions, diuerfly difcuf* 
fed. Some thought, occafion beeing thus offered, the 
Kinges indignation might bee more eafily appealed, 
while the Church of Canterbury , by the election of 
an othef Bishop, might bee reconcyled to his fauour, 
and fain&Thomas otherwileprouided with more com¬ 
petent meanes.Thefewere the Pharifees (foe the Au¬ 
thor termeththeaduerlaryes of S. Thomas) Others, 
whole eyes were opened, iudged otherwise, faying: 
That if hee, who,for defence of the Churches liberty, 
expofed to imminent hazard, and danger, not only his 
riches, and glory, with dignity and authority, but al¬ 
io his very life, should at the kinges pleafure bee depri- 
ued of his right, as hee should bee made a patteme to 
othersin like cafe for relifting of Princes , if the tyde 
of his iuftecaule were mayntayned intire > loe on the 
Other fide, were hee fijffered to fall, all other Bishopes 
Would fall after him, and none in time to come dare 
to refill the power of willfull Princes, whereby the 
ftate of the Church would ftagger , and the Popes au¬ 
thority perish} and therefore. Lay they, it is expedient 
that this man (although vnwilling) should bee reftored 
to hisfea,andhce,who fighteth forvs,byallmeanes 
fuccoured. This fentence was approued by all, the 
Phanfiesonly excepted. 

ThtPopirt - 'Saint Thomas with his followers beeing called in, 
fte/cth to s. my Lord the Pope thus deliuered his lentence. Now 
1 bonus his aC length (Brother) appeareth to vs,'the zeale you 
Archbishop - ^ aue and doe as yet ftill continew for the houle of 

frtiU. our Lord} with how^fincere a confcience, you haue 
oppofedyour felfc, as a bullwarke againft het adua- 
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Varies; how pure a confefUon you haue made, of youc 
entry into your fun&ion, making a voluntarie refigna- 
tion, whereby the fault of the offence may, and oughc 
to bee purged- N ow may you fecurely receaue an w 
from our handes,the charge of your Pontifi all au¬ 
thority , wee adiudging you to bee intirely rtftored, 
-and out of all doubt, worthily, whom wee ky owe tc* 
bee a man approoued, with manifold kindes of tem¬ 
ptations , a perfon prouident and difcreete, beeloued 
of God and man, faithfull in all thinges to vs, and the 
iacred Church of Rome: And as you haue bin made 
a partaker, and vndeuided alfociate, in our perfecu- 
tion, foe, by Gods grace, can weeneuer in any thing 
bee wanting to you, as long as the breath of life shall 
laft in this our body. But hauing hitherto flowed in de¬ 
lights , that you may heereafter learne to bee, as you 
ought,the comforter of the poore, neither yet can you 
bee taught that leifon , but by the inftrudtion of 
pouerty itfelfe , the mother of Religion, wee haue 
neere thought good to commend and commit you 
ouer to the poore ofChrift ( I meane this Abbot of 
Pontiniack for hee was there of purpofe prefent) not 
I , fay to receaue fumptuous but Ample education , as 
beft beefitting a banished man and Chriftes Cham¬ 
pion: Among whom it behouethyou withafew,and' 
thofe ileceilary attendantes (the reft of your followers 
beeing diftributed among your freindes) toconuerfe 
for a tyme, vntill the day of confolation shall beegin to 
dawne,andthe feafpnofpeaceshallfrom aboue deC 
cend vpon vs. In the meane while bee of a conftant 
courrage,and manfully refifte fuch as difturbe tran¬ 
quillity. Thus far Alexanderjand foe the affembly was 
difmiifsd. Saint Thomas departing went away with 
the Abbot of Pontiniack,wnere willing to hue among 
Che Monies in a Monaftical habit, hee defired the 
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fame might bee lanftify'd with Pops Alexander*! 
bleffing, and cloathed therein heeperfeuereda Moke, 
among the M onkes, abfolutely onferuing all therules 
of Monafticall perfection. But what the kinge did, 
when hee heard heereof, you shall not only fee (rea-: 

, der) but maruaile thereat. 

To the open iniury of Pope Alexander, then re-, 
lydent at Senon in Frace,hee published new artickles, 
worfer, then the full, which hee commanded to bee 
obferued in his Prouinces beeyondthe Teas , beeing 
Aquitayne, and other places vnder his lubie&ion; and 
among other letters , hee direfted one concerning 
the lame, to the Bishop of Poyteeres, who, as hewitt- 
r'i Vh-fr nelfethin hisEpiftletofaind Thomas receaued it af- 
i ‘ hUmpo- tert he feaftof the Apoftles. And what thefe Edict es 
fita Efift.it. were is heere to bee layd doWne,out of the layd books 
of the V atican > where wee read in this wife. T befe are 
the Constitutions which King Henry ordayned in Nor- 
mdndy y Andgaue in command to hislujtices. 

I. Tf any man bee found carrying our Lord 
the Popes letters, or the Archbishop of Can¬ 
terburies mandate, contayning Interdiction 
of Chriftianity, into England : let him bee ap¬ 
prehended, and iuftice, without delay, cxe-. 
cutcd on him, as a traitor to the king. 

z Mereouer let no clcarkc, nor Monke,nor 
conuertite.norany of any conuerfion beefuf- 
fered to pafle ouer the fcas, or returne into 
England; vnleflc hee haue letters of iuftice, 
for his palfage, and the letters of our Lord 
the kinge,for his returne,ifany man beefound 
to doe Qtherwifc ; let him bee apprehen- 
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dcd and imprifoncd. 

3. Let no man appeale to the Pope or Arch¬ 
bishop. 

4. That no plea bee held by thecomman- 
dcraentofthe Pope,or Arch-bishop, or any 
Mandate of theires receaued in England of 
anyman: ifany one bee found doeing other- 
wife ; let him bee apprehended and impri- 
foned. 

5. It wasalfo generally forbidden, that no 
man should cary any Mandate of Clearkeor 
Lay-man, to our Lord the Pope, or Arch¬ 
bishop; if fuch should bee found, let him bee 
apprehended and imprifoned. 

6 . If Bishoppes, Clcarkcs, Abbottes, or 
Lay-men will defend anyfentencc of inter¬ 
diction: let them,and all t heyr whole kindred 
without delay , bee banished the lend, in fuch 
wife, as they carry none of theyr chattells 
with them. 

7. That the chattells of all fuch, as fauour 
thcPopeorArchbishop,andallthepoffeffiens 
of them, and all fuch as appertayne to them, 
of what degree,order ,fex, or condition foeuer 
they are, bee feized andconfifcate, into the 
foueraigne hand of our Lord the king. 

8. That alt Clearkes, who haue rentes in 
England , bee admonished through-out all 
countrycs, that within three monthes,they 

N ~‘ E iiij 
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rcturne into England , to thcyr rentes ( if 
they jpue theyr rentes ) and if they retourne 
not at the appointed time f let theyt rentes 
hee feized into the kings handes, 

5>. That faint Peeter’s penny s bee not payd 
any more to the Apoftohkc Sea, but carefully 
gathered andreferued in the king’s treafury, 
and disbprfed at his commandement. 

to. That the Bishoppes of London and 
Norwich, bee at the mercy of our Lord the 
king,and fumraoned,by the ShyriiFes ,an 4 
BaylifFes , to nppeare heforethe kinges Iuf- 
ticcs, to fatisfy the kingc, and'hisluftices, for 
that contrary to the ftatutes of Garin gtonne, 
they interdi&ed, by the Popes commcnde- 
mcntjthelandes of Earle Hugh,and diuulged 
the excommunication (which our Lord the 
Pope pronounced againft him) in theyr pari¬ 
shes » without the kinges luftiecs. Hctbcrto. 
are the kinges conjiitutions which were fent into. 
Norm anise. 

Nor yet king Henry contented heere wit hall, for 
the hatred hee bore to faint Thomas , caufed the 
Whole eflate of the Saint,and his followers to bee con- 
fifcate,and all his kindred and familiar freindes,to bee 
tranfported out of England, and fparing neither fex, 
nor age, made an exceeding showe of extreme cruelty. 
All this is declared at large in Quadrilogus, aleooke 
eompiled of faint Thomas. And all this was written to 
him,by one affected to thekinge,yet detefting thi^ 
tyranny, vnworthie foe great a Prince. And beecaufq, 


Digitized by Google 


of S. Thotnds Archil shoppe of Canterbury . 71 

fain& Thomas himfelfe was not able to relieue the 
miferable neceffityesjof foe many diftrefTed perfons* 
hee deuifedto fend the into Cecill to bee there mayn- 
tained, where they were receaued by Margarete, 

Queene of that Iland, a right pious woeman. Moreo-, 
uer the Archbishop of Siracufa, beecame their good 
benefe<Sfor,both which,by letters faint Thomas grate¬ 
fully thanked. But this foe great a cruelty, beeing not 
abietofatisfy the kinges imaged my nd* hee wrought Lib. 1 . 
heefides by decree, to depriue faind Thomas of Spi- *7* & 
ritual! benefittes, commanding that nae man , vnder 
his Epifcopali iurifdi&ion , should prefume to pray 
for him. This William witnelleth in Quadnlov**. 

Now concerning fainft Peetcrs penny es , which Cq . 
Were appointed by 1'ope Alexander, to bee gathered t ^ e 
hy tyro Priors of the Ciitercians,who gaue it ouer, and ding of fay • 
durft not gaynefay the kinges commandement to the ing S- Pot- 
contrary, Peeter of Ploys, one tf his Maiefties courte, te * s f* nn J** 
plucking vpa couragious fpiritt, contefted with his % 

S oueraigne, and enforced him to leaue the pay ement , 

thereof free to his Holincs, and this himfelfe witnef- 
f$th in hisinueftiue againft the deprauer of his a&ions, 
withthefewordes; I fpeake not this for vaine glory, 
but for refutation of thyne impudency (for thou art 
transformed vnto the browe or an harlot, by the tek 
timony, and affirmation of very many peeres of En¬ 
gland.) King Henry of worthy memory > did once 
(cficerning the colle&ion of the pennys of faint Pes¬ 
ter y -not induring then to bee won by intreaty, or re*- 
called by reafon, inueygh exceedingly ,.agairift two 
Priors of thyne order: no man durit oppoie himfelfe 
on tfie contrary parte* 1 only attempted to make a 
breach, and way for them, and in time of wrath bee-' 
came their reconciliation: At myneinftances (God 
^flitting} his royall hand full often poured out bountjL* 
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full and magnificent almes,and to this daytheChurch 
of Saintes recounteth his charitable benignity. Thus 
fare Peeter, who although hee were the king’s faith-, 
fulljferuante.yet feeking rather the honor of God then 
pien, omitted not, as much as in him lay, to defend 
vnder hand the caufcof faint Thomas. 

AN. DOM. ii 

Now followeth theyeereof our Lord 1165 . with 
the xv. Indi&ion , according , to times computa- 
An "Emhaf tion; in the beeginning whereof, an Afnballag was 
/*£* t0 *h» fent from Mawdc the Emprcfle, mother of Henry 
Fepe fi om king of England,to P ope Alexander,wherin shee bee- 
'$ his Hohnes ,to ioyne in league thekinges of 

■* ’ France, and England, which if hee could accomplish, 
a peace was likely to enlue , beetweene the king of 
England and iaint Thomas. When lohnof Salisbury 
(who was refident in Alexanders courte) had notice 
heereof, hee certifydfaint Thomas thereof,by letter, 
beeginning thus. W ^ en ds lately I felltcttedmy L ord the 
Tope, incouraginghitn , And carefully infinuating a way 
( which meet bought l r vnderjh>od)for reducing to him 
and you the tranquillity of peace; hee anfwered , that hee 
concerned 4 hope of peace,from wordes of the Emprejfe, 

, who vpon a Vowefent then the *Abbot of ftint Martyrs 

' thither t promifing thekjng of England could eafily hee 
ferjivaded>to what foeuer piy Lorddefired, if his Hot¬ 
lines 'would ( as hath bin long wished ) confederate the 
two hinges : wherein , beecaufe my Lord the Tope is 
forward ,the king of France (as furelyit femeeth ) will 
eafily inclyne/opontht Topes conference,wuh the hinges; 
and that his Holines had allready inUited the hjngof 
France , to hfepe thefeajl of the Turificatton with him. 

iThu; far concerning die concerned hope of Peace* 
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and added moreouer f That hee fpoaf^e with the kfng of 
France , whom bee found very feareful! , leaft vp on fuck 
occdfion^ bee should bee withdrawne from the communion 
*f tie Church ofBsjme , and leaning Vope Alexander, 
cleaue to the fcyfmaticall faclton. 

Thefe thinges thus fignifyed, Salisbury beefeecheth 
hint Thomas, to employ himfelfe lather in prayer, 
then the ftudy of learning, from whole letters reccaue 
thefe notes, which in Quacfrilogus are rccyted > out of 
Herebert concerning faind Thomas i while hee re- 
mayned as yet in the Monaftery of Pontiniacke, hee 
was lo much affeded to the reading of holy feriptures, 
as daily after the Canqnicall houres,the facred bookes 
were fcarceeuer out of his handes;whereupon,by rea- 
fon of his loue to the Scriptures, and labour employed 
therein, hee did ill shorte tyme (be profit, as moft of¬ 
ten in the nice and obfeureft fentences, hee excelled 
hisinftrudors themfelues; moreouer, heebeftqwed 
his life in ftudying the Ecclefiafticall Cannons > which 
endeauours of his, in thefe dangerous ty mes, were no 
whit pleafing io Iohn of Salisbury, whom faint Tho¬ 
mas held in no fmale eftimation, as well in reguard of 
his finguler honefty, as alfo his learning > who confi¬ 
dent of his credit with this faint, admonisheth him in 


the fame letters, of thefe thinges vorthje remebrance, 

faying. Ttiy connfel , my defire ,my infant intreaty isjhat , 

you tv holly conuert your myndvnto our Lord > and the ^ ^ ^ 

fiffrages of prayers, beecaufe[astt is wrtttentnthefro - 1 

uerbes } the name of our Lord u theflrongeft tower , tvhe - 

reunto if any man fly e , hee shall bee deliuered out of all ? rouir • 

extremities.Vat of in the meane time , as much as yon may y 

*11 other bufinejfesy beecaufe allt hough they feeme marui- 

bus necejfary, yet what I perf vade you is more highly to 

hee prefer d t tn re garde it is farre more necejfary ; The j Yi9n 4 t0 ^ 

l*ms 4 nd Cannons ef the Chur eh doe profit 9 but bcelieue Thomas. 
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< mee °*ber ivoorke , is now of more importdnee% thoje 

orndmentes are not futdble to this fetfon y fot they dr r not 
foe much thep rocttyers of deuotion ,as »fcuriofity.Doeyou 
notremember, how in the dtflyejfc of the peopleas tt is 
^ written) the Vreiftsandlvlinijlcrspouredout ihetr tea- 
P/W ** i res heet weene the porch and the Mtar,fay ing : Spareo 
ibid em ! ‘ Lord,Jpare thy people.1 wasexercifed {fay d the Prophet) 

' andIfweepedmyJpirityinthe day of tribulation,feek^ng 

enr Lord with my bandesffj hich teach vs that Spirit uall 
excerctfe , with eleanfing and examination of the con- 
fctence , turneth away the fcourge, and obtameththe 
mercy ofGod .W ho rtfeth with compunction fromperujing 
the larv e sand Cannons} "Hay l fay more ; theft exercifes 
infchoolesydoefometimespuffevp knowledge to frvell 
in pride, hut feldome or neuer inflame vs with deuotion. 
I had rather you wouldmedttate ontbcVfalmes , andfpend 
your Itfe in faint Greg one’s Moralles, then beecome 
a P hilofopher after the Scholaltical fashyow, it is farrt 
better to confer wit haSpirit uallfat her, for amendment of 
manners , by whofe example you may bee incenfed, then 
to fifte and difcujfe pointes of cont rouerfies, appertayning 
tofecular literature: our Lord hjtoweth with what in¬ 
tent, with what deuotion 1 fuggeft thefe thtnges. ^Accept 
them asyoupleafe j but tf you pfrfornie ihis,Cod wtll euer 
afijl you, that you shall neuer haue caufe tofeare, what 
foeuer man deutfeth againfi you j ourLordfeeth ^that in 
thefe inf ant flreightes of affltclions,mee are not to hope, 
( aslthinke) in any mortal creature eye. Thus Iohn 
aduifed faint Thomas very conueniently, 

Inthe meanetime, S. Thomas, opprefled with ex¬ 
treme affli&ios; although abfent, yet with letters doth 
profecute his bufines,writing as well to the king of En- 
, gland, as alfo to the Bishoppes, who ought to exhorts 
> and admonish their Prince. To the king hee directed 
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thefe letters , which Roger in his Croniclc deliue- 
reth in thefe woides. 

To his Dread Soueraigne Lord, Henry by 
the grace of God, the famous king of En¬ 
gland, Duke of Normandy and Aquitaine, 
and Eearle of Anioue : Thomas by the 
fame grace the humble feruat of the Chuch Tb* Utur 
of Canterbury, fendeth greeting and all 
wishes ofwcll-doingc. 

T ojpeakp of God, is the parte ofafree, and well quieted 
tny 'nde, which caufethmeefoe to fpealg to my Lord : %And 
l would wee might treatepeaceably. I humbly beefeech 
you ( my Lord) to endure with patience fome lit le admo¬ 
nition, concurring with the grace of God , which was 
neuer r Voydfor thefaluation of your foule,and dcliuery 
ofmyne . I am on all fides beefet with extr emit yes,for tri¬ 
bulation and perplexities fiaue found mee, in the midfi pf 
twomoftweyghty andfearefull matterplunge d y 1 Jay, 
beetwene thefe two important thinges, dreaded filence, 
and ^Admonition. Let mee ceafe to fpeal^e, death is then 
threatened mee , nor can 1 auoydthe hand of our Lord, 
frying •’ tf thouthalt not showc the offendor htsfault,and 
heethereby dyeth inhis finne, l will require his blood at EZtcb. ji 
thybandes.On the other fide, let mee admonish ; I fee not 
how toefehewe , (which God'forbid ) mySoueraignes in¬ 
dignation > fearing moreouer leajl that should beefall, 
which the wife man foretould y faying: when hee who 
pleafethnot, commeth or fendeth t ornate inter cefiion or 
motion, it is to bee feared , leafi the incenfed bee thereup¬ 
on far more imaged What shall I therefore doe}fpeafa 
Or hold my peace ? fince on euery fide danger menaceth 
thee. But beecaufe it is fafer , to fall into the indignation 
of man, then into the handes of our lining Lord, beeing 
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iji the hemes of Kings ,inclining them to whdt fide let 
lifteth(and\wisbto tbebetteryi wUlfpeaketomyLord } 
fines I haue once beegum for many times> benefitss arepre- 
fdredeuenfor the r vnivilling y efpecially when wee a duifi 
Jtis admo- themratberfor their fdftie then pleafure. In your redime 
nition con- isheld eaptiuethedaughterSton,thefpoufeof the migbtit 
owning the kjng is oppreffed by tndny, beeing dfflt&edby thofc, wh 0 
efidte of the bane long ttmebdtedher ;dndof Whomsbee rather should 
f&mtk. y ee honoured then dggreeued , ejpecidlly of your fclfe\ 
weyghtng therefore fertously in your owns confidence she 
fingular benefitts which Godbdthbeefiowedon you in the 
firft entrance of yotor rdigne , in the midfi thereof findeoten 
allmojl to this 'Very day, looficnow her bandes,andfuffer 
her to rule together with bcrfpoufc , that God may boun* 
tifully blejjeyoujfour \ingdotne tnfiantly recouer his fior^ 
toer power , obloquie bee washed aw*yfrom your genera* 
tion, andfingular Peace flourtsh inyour daycs.Gwecredit 
to mee ( mojl bee lotted Lord mofirenowned Trince) for 
our Lord With patience repayetb , with longanimity 
expe&eth , hut with terror reuengeth . Lifien to mee and 
doe well , otherwife ought you to dread ( which God 
forbid ) leafithejimighty beegtrt withhisfwoardon hts 
thigb y andcome in aJlrange hand, with a huge army to de* 
liner bis Spoufe (not withoutgreeuous punishment ) from 
her opprefiion,and feruitude ofiribulation\but if you will 
harden <vnto mee (beccaufe our Lord hath at this tnftant 
tnofi , vrgent occafion, to make tryall of your obfequious 
feruice * as of biscouragious fouldier ) God willpoure out 
his benefit tes on you* adding ghry,t* the fofiertty of your 
fonnesand daughters, in long induring ages. Otherwife 
Ifeare ( which God forbid) that the fwoard shall ne* 
iter departe from your family, <vnt ill hee commeth , who 
shall fully reuenge theifiimy offered him, and hi*, beeing 
CodMmighty btmfelfe 5 Ukf ** the plague which left net 
|ftp houfe ofSiJmQH, frm whom ( whougf* G$d mad± 
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tboyfe of bim,ddgaue him that abundance of wifedomedd 
peace,aj it wasfayd ofall. This is the sone of wiled ome, 
and peace: yet beecaufe heeflew back?from the wayes of 
our Lord , and walked in iniquity vpon iniquity ) God 
rent his kingdoms, andgaue it to his feruant especially 
in reguard hee fought not inftantly , after his finne , to ap- 
peqfe the wrath ofour Lord, like Dauid bis father > who 
prefently 'upon his offence humbledhimfelfe to God, cor « 
reeled his fault, bee fought merry, andobtaynedpardon! 

I would'to oilmighty God, that yon likfwi/e through 
the grace of our Lord, would imitate bis example. Jind 
thus much for the prefent I write, the rejll leauetothe re¬ 
lation of this bearer,a man¥^eligious,and ofgreat efiima- 
tion, and ,as I fuppofe, your faithfull feruant, 'Unto 
whom I humbly beefcech you(ifit pleafthyour Trial tfHs\ V • 
that you will confidently giue credit, although I rather 
defire, withyour royallfauour,to Jpeakp with yourfelfe 
*n prefence. Godgrant myLordand king now and euep 
Well to fare. 

Thus much to the king, fending alfo by the fame 
tneffinger, thefe letters worthie your attention to the 
Bishop of Hereforde, 

Thomas by the grace of God, the humble 
/era ante of the Church of Canterbury, 
to his reucrcnc brother Robert , by the The letter 
fame grace, Bishope of Hereforde fendeth 
greeting, and vrisheth him in all. thingc s£r/ * Bishop 

Veil to doc. *f Hereford. 

If my letter,had flirred'Vp in your Brotherhood, a ea- 
ll diligence, l had not found you flougthfull in your 
affection, or not effectually w at et full for difeharging the 
dtny of your 'Undertaken office. I baue made choyfe tu 
bee anabiccl, to bee accurfed for all, to bee the obloquie 
y mtn, and the Mtfafl eftke people, to tht endt 1 may not 
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fee the calamityes of the Saintes , And rather then to dif- 
femhle the iniurys of our nation j expecting if perchance. 
Any one amongyee , bectng jealous ofthe law of Godina 
thirfting the liberty of the Church , mould come after,and 
ioyne with mee, that vice might not yeeld homes of power 
to offcndors i and beehould, you , who ( as 1 beeleined ) 
Was becflowtd on mee by God i that together with mee j 
might build,pull doWne,and plant , beegin to mee with 
conuerting your fyurre of \ealc i to mine ,and your com¬ 
fort e to defy dire , preaching humiliation, nay detefitott, 
and denouncing go odnt s, when on all fide s there is no¬ 
thing left, hut trouble to the defirudtion of the Church 
of God, and ofhis cleargieyyea euen at fuchtime ,whenas 
you ought cheifely to confirme with conjlacy the wauering 
mynde, and indure with mee the combate, for defence of 
the patrimony of the crucify d, for rep^efing , and fub- 
dutng the enemyes ofthtQhurchjtofound into myne eares i 
to breath into my head,that I should intreat e more inftan* 
tly, reproue more sharply, rebuke more feutrely , and if 
f rechance they liften not to mee, then truly to cry out to 
mee cdnfe.mhy doe you sleeps Tlucke out the fwoard 
of fainti Teeter, reuenge the blood of the Jeruantes of 
Chrijl, ivhich ispoitred forth with the iniurys of the 
Church, that in you and vs are doyly fuSlatned. Is it 
cltaneJlipt out of your memory, with howgreate iniuriet 
1 wasaffliEled, with What teproches abufed , When in ' 
my perjbn Chrift was againe , before the Tribunal of a j 
Trtnce,adtuged ? I call not againe tominde , the wrong , 
ojferedtomyne owneperfon,allthough the famewasalfo \ 
in truth to the Church ; Mar ke you more diligently, confi- 
der deepely inyour barte\ what was done beef ore, my de« 
parture out of the land > what in my departure, and what 
after jny departure, yea what is done euery day in the 
tealme againftthe Church of God & his clcargie} with 
fib# con fcimt can, thtfe things btcdtjfc mbled byyeuo j 
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T&bo was expcBed to bee a Redeemer of If roe l ? a champion y 
to deliuer the Church out of bondage ? And now beecaufe 
you haue bin foe longfilent, I poure out my plaint es agamjf 
you. Omyeldejl fonne ! I feare another willftep in your 
place, to heeredueyou of your inheritance , yea win from 
you ( Which God forbid) the blefi ing ofan heire. But all - 
though he t her to you haue refed filent, recouer now your 
cornasc againe my dearefl fontie\ Cry out y and ceafenot: 

Life <vp your Woyce on high againjl them y darte feare into, 
their heart es ,ftri\f into them contritionforce out ofthem 
fttisfa&ion ± leaf qtber\vife y the wrath of God fall downe 
'Vponthem, and the whole nation, or [which Godforbid) 
on the mightyf potentates of the kindome', for the iuft 
reuenge of God, hangetheuen no w ouer their heades T his 
I write not lo confound you y but to forewarneyou , to hie 
watchfully thatfupported with the authority of almighty 
God and of*vs ± you may bee heere after able , and willing 
with more firengthand power toparformethedutys of 
your chargc. Inbreife, this only thtngl would haue you 
now to\nowe , that through the mercy of God, they shall 
neuer wrefl from mee the Churches confufion . Jill this 
Hot With (landing, Igiue you thankes , in reguardyou 
would at this tyme <infte , and refresh mee with your 
eonfolatioh. 

W hatfay I more ?more one thingtkereis, which with • 
outgreeuousfarrow of myndej cannot ouerpajfe.l lament 
truly my dearefi beeloued Lord the hjnge, for feare and 
tremblinghaue fallen wpon mee, and darkles couered mee pfal. 54^ 
round about, in reguard I fee tribulation andextremityes 
hang ouer my Lord and Vrince , neither yet is it ftrange y 
for bee hath shaken the Church of God, and diflurbed the 
fame , shewing hardmeafure to the Cleargie of the land , 
andgiuing them for drinkethe wine of forrewe ,• where¬ 
fore $ur Lord faith to him ; where are now tky w fe , 
bmjillers, who bwgfwn t}tefoqlish aduife, whofaid\ 7^ l%l 

■ ~ " '' ’ I* 

t Digitized by Google 



go The Ecclefiaflical Hijforte 

thou art the fonne of t fa prudent y the fonne of ancient 
kjngcsytvbcfc cnjlomcs are to bee obferued in England^nd 
tohofe laives whofoeuer shall refife to obey 9 hee is not 
Cefars freind, but enemy to the Crowne > guilty of iudg 
ment \yetneuertheles ( which is of worth)hee is afreind 
to the Crojfe of Chrijt: beecaufe woe bee to them , who 
cnaftlawes of iniquity, andwritinghaueindightedin - 
iujhce, whereby they may opprejfe thepoore in tudgemtnt , 
and commit violence on the canfe of the humble of thepto* 
pie y that Churches and widowesmay bee their prey > and 
they themfdues wafte the gooddes of the Clergy y and 
others: what will they doe in the day of *vifitatt§n y and , 
calamity approchingafar of i to whom will they flye fit 
refuge } and where will they relinquish their gioryes > 
to the end they hee not deprejjed with judgment 9 andfally¬ 
ing dye with themmdered} where are now hts wife ones y , 
let them come forth y declare to him and shoWe y what out 
Lord of H ojles hath thought of England, hts graue com - 
fellors are bee comefooles y and his Princes ham withered , 
, away, they haue deceaued England the single and Corner 

of the world y our lord hath intermingled among than tk , 
Spirit ofgtddynes y they haue made England erre in their 
workes y as the drunken manetreth y wtth e vomiting y and , 
trembling , and it shall not bee Englands works either to 
make head ortaylejbeecauft? they haue deuoured Iacob y and 
Vf*i. 78. made hispldce dtfolate y andf yd j let •vspojfejfe for out 

inheritance the funfituarie of God y with'Vpbraidtngfrief 
te s’, and their Princes 5 faying: whit her will yeeflye out 
of our handes ? *And in whom is repo fed your confident 
why haue yec reftjled y and withfioodourpreceptesiO koto 
*vaine Areth-fe conceptes , and bow extreme <vyle are 
thvfe w orkes in thefight of our Lord} Hee feet h truly that 
all thefi things are idle :for hee will deride him, to fa dt* 
uifilb thus and him who doctlj thus; forejhtingtbat hit 
■k - of# is eucn at band * 'yeaenttingatyjfcwty 
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tiillfay : Loe heere the men, who hdue notfe tied theirfuc* p*^ ^ 
tmtnGod) but bauc planted their hope in the abundance 
tftheir riches ^andpreuay led in t he tr wan tty > and yet to 
no furpofe are thefe their ti ior^es: Our Lord leaueth not 
hitCburch and Clergie without a defendor * nor without 
*mft terrible revenge for she is founded <vpon a Jlrong 
hcfayed the rocfa is Chrift himfelfe,wbo hath built her 
with his ortineproper blood* jlffuredly <vnlej]e they re - 
forme thefefirms Jbey will not pajfe <vnrcuengcd,bcecattfe 
they hone trampled n)nder their fcete the holy of kolys y 
the botfe of G$d> by afflf&tng hispreifies with iniurys , 
and reprochfull wordes :fot his Vretfiesdre they to whom 
Hr Lori bimfelfe fpedl(e$h thus t I haue (aid yee are 
Goddes ,and all> the fonnesofthe higheft* *Andin i ue ' 1Q * 
onothcr place: who hearethyee, heareth mee , and who 
tentemneth yee y contemneth mee ) and vtbo touchesh yee y 
tmbetb the aple of myne eye . Let them rettfrneto their 
b#tcs y and cafl thefe mifcheefesa Wdy from them) let them 
doepennance 5 in the depth of humility : other wife it is 
to bee feared leaft our ter d ( which Godforbid) will 
tMKibring'Vpon the, and their landgreeuous tribulation* 
tod the tnoft beany revenge of retribution )Behould our 
t'wd'will come^and will not delay y but hee will faue nus* 
frahee ncuer forfaf(etk fuch as triifl in him for the Pro - 
fhet fayth: Hope in our L or d y and doe righteoufnes y and 
thou shdlt beefed inbisriches :*And in another place : l ** 

LxpeB our Lord 3 and deale manfully , and let thy harte 
hee comforted * and endure ourL ord , and quickfy shale 
thou bee > delivered from the hunters mt , and the 
hitter Word « iAnd that l may finish all the reji 
with a Wort hie conclufion } In regard y ourLord dc? 
clarcth<vnto <vs , what and how great aduerfityes wee 
*** $ fuff rr* for hi s name > and defence of his Cburch\it h 
rcqmfite i yea mcfinecejfary , that both yeu Cf the whole 
^tnb^mmitied to your charge , pray tnjlautlyfar^vs^ 
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that what by our owne merrits, wee are not able to at* 
eheyue, wee may obtaine to accomplish by your intcrcef- 
fion , ejr the fuffrages of the holy men , who liueinjour 
i Duces, and thereby come to purchafe eternal grace. 
Farwcll,andbte,ofgood comfort', yeafarwellthewhole 
church ofEngland, and bee comforted in our L ord , that 
wee may altogether fare-well. 

Thus wrote faint Thomas out of France (where 
• heethen liued) into England. Butwhat inthemeane 
time did the king of England ? 

The reque- Before Alexander departing nut of France, vnder- 
fies of the tooke his iourney towards Rome (which hapned in 
i ing of E»- Eafter this prefent yecre) the King ofEnglands Em* 
gland balladors came to Pope Alexander j But what their 
t0 Embailagewas,you shall now heare out of Alan in 
ti jp*. Quadiil. In themeane time were meflangers fentof 
all fides, yea from my lo : the Popehimfelfe ,to efta- 
blishpeace.ln the end it was on all handsagreed, that 
my Lo: the P ope, & the King should at an appointed 
time & place, meete together; to the end, by their in- 
tercourfc of fpeech,the way for peace might bee more 
eafily deuifed. T he King alfenteth to bee there pre¬ 
fent, fo as the Archbishop would not as then appeare 
in place, beecaufe hee would not in the fight of faint 
Thomas behould the face of my Lord the Pope. The 
Archbishop on the other parte, forewarned his Ho¬ 
lmes , not in any cafe to entertaine this parlee with the 
King, but in prefence ofhimfelfe,wno was beft ac¬ 
quainted with his fash os: for hee fay d,the piety ofthe 
Apoftolicke Sea may foonebee deceauedby thefub- 
till vary ety of the kings words,if there were not a skill¬ 
full interpreter, ready at hand, who wereableto fifte 
f he depth, and intent of his mynd > out of the darke 
clowdes of his fpeech. Thus did faint Thomas write 
to the Pope,'\yhercupon, faith Al«J,my lor4 the 
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Pope modeftly anfwering che kinge, affirmed, how it 
was neuer in any age heard, that the Churchof Rome 
at the command of any Prince whatfoeuer, forbad 
any perfon her prefence, efpecially beeing banished 
for the caufe of iuftice; But that it was a priuiledg Sc 
authority granted from aboueto the Apouolike Sea, 
to fiiccour the exiled & opprefled^yea^om the fury 
of their foueraignes, & the violent rage of their mali- 
tious enemys. The Embalfadors jtherfore repining, 
departed,to deliuer this mefTage to their king,and my 
lord thcPopedetermining toretumeto Rome, vn- 
dertookehis ioumey. Thus Alan, whom faint Tho¬ 
mas followed as far as Bituricum, where taking leaue 
& receauing his bleffing, hee departed backeto Pon- 
tiniake, neuer after feeing Pope Alexander in this 
World* 

AN. DOM. ii 66, 

Theyeere n 66. enfueth and the 14 . indidion. 
When Frederick theEmperour feeing the profperitie 
of the Catholicke Pope Alexander, daily more and 
naoretoencreafe, and that his holines was now pea¬ 
ceable faded, in Rome , beeing enraged with anger 
and enuie, commahdeda Conuentickle inWitem- 
berge (otherwife called Herbolis) at thefeaftof Pen- 
dcoft,where hee meant with his Bishopsand. Princes 
to aflemble for co firming the power of this Antipope 
Guido. Wherefore the king or England beeingby the 
Emperour inuited to this fey fme,beecaufe experience 
taught him that Pope Alexander inclined to the 
parte of faint Thomas,taking aduantageof this fit 
oportunide for his excule, fentan ambafiage vnto the 
CittytoPope Alexander, determining lfheereiufed 
to yeeld to his demands, then to fall off from him to 
G •' f 0 jf or the better accomplishment whereof, hee 
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wrote thefe letters to the Archbishop ofColen (the 
cheifering-leader of thp fcy(matickes)for procurring 
a lafe condu<St for his Emballadours. 

I hane longfince dejircdto find out fome iufi occajion 
for leaning the parte of Pope Alexander And his ynfaith^ 
full Cardinalls , t vhoe prefumeto maintaine thatTraytor 
Thomas ^fometimes Archbishop ofCanterbury y againft 
mee: whereupon by the aduice of all my Barons y and con* 
ftntof the Clergie, intendingnow to fend to Home men of 
great accompt in my fyngdomc y namely the Archbishop 
of T orkg 3 the Bishop of L ondon y the Archdeacon of Toy - 
ters y l ohn of Oxenf ord y andBJchard de L ucy y tv ho openly 
and manifeJHy on the beehalfe of my fclfe and my whole 
hjngdome y with all other latfdes *vnder my dominion, 
shall propound and denounce to Pope Alexander and his 
Cardwallsy that they shall no longer defend my T raytor % 
hist foe alfolutely dife barge and free mee of him y as\ y 
with thecounfatl of my Clergic ,may eflablish an other in 
the Church of Canterburie j and shall n^oreouer require 
that they teuokje and mal^c <voyd whatfoeuer Thomas 
bath done 9 and like wife demand that the Pope in their t 
f refence caufe it to bee fw ornepubhchJy y that heeandhis 
JfucceJfors shall cost fcrue for euer (as far as to tbemap - 
pertaineth) tomee y andallmy fuccejfors y the royall cu 
fiomes of Henry my grandfather tnuiolable and *vn- 
touchedy and if by chance they willgainfay any one of my 
demandcSy that then neither l y nor my Barons y nor yet my 
Clergie will euer bcereafteryecldbimany obedience\yea 
toee will openly withftandhim and bis y and wbofecuer 
ntnder my gouermet shall bee found heereafter to follow 
bis parte y shall bee banished out ofmy kingdome . 

I entreate you as my deareft frend y all excufes fet 
aparte to fend mee Speedily brother Trnold or brother 
l\*ndulph of the hotpuall offaint I obtiywhon may on the 
beehalfe of the Tmperour and your felfegtuefafe conduct 
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to the dfovefitidEmbdJfddors dt well in their goeing as 
returne through the Emferours dominion. 

This was the kingcs letter. An Emballagewas alio 
Tent to Pope v Alexander , which London and Ox.- 
ford only executed. But foe for was Pope Alexander 
from beeing any way moued, either by the terrors of 
the kinges thundering letters, or other threates vtte- 
red by theEmbaifodors in the kinges name,as hauinge 
rebuked theirrashnes, heereturned tothe king him- 
felfe againe an anlwer fraughte with sharpe repre- 
henfion, wherewith beeing terrifyd hee defined from 
his wickedintention, and gaue therfore great thankes 
to his Holines , promifing heereafter to obey euec 
readily in all thinges; whereof the Bishops of En- 
' gland in their epiftle lent the next yeere toPope Ale¬ 
xander , are apparant witnefles > w hich afterwards in 
place conuenient wee determine to declare. Meane 
while (foyth our Author) Colen requireththe Em¬ 
perors aduile, in what forte hee *h ould afwer the king 
of England; whereunto the Emperor reply eth, that 
hee ought to fotisfy the kinges defirej in reguard with 
how much the more folemnity this matter isaccom- 
plished , foe much the greater shall bee the Popes 
confuflion, if hee condefoendeth to the kinges re- 
queft j and it may bee that focretly by fome one. of. 
the Temple or Holpital or any other (whom they, 
could notpreuent) the king by corruption of money, 
may otherwileobtayne the lame. Wherefore brother 
Randolph ofthe Hofpitall was addrefled tothe king 
of England, who fofely conducted the Embafladors, 
whom the king intended to fondtothecourte of his 
Holines through the Emperors dominion* 

Thus much there. B ut foe it beefellthat the fome 
Embafladors came firft into Germany,where they 
Were prcfent at the Gonuentickle of Witembergejbut 
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what matters Were there handled the letters patentsof 
Fredericke the Emperor, dated at that place, declare} 
where among other thinges is thus written of this 
Emballage. 

Mtreeuerthe htnorMe Emh*ff*d«rs of our rentxvnti 
Ced. V*t. freind the ktngof Englanddtrefted frtmbtmto •xji , did 
*t’ft 7®* on the beehdlfe eft he fame king in the prefence of the 
whole court , njpon thereliejues ofSdintes , nt*k c their 
publicke odth to vsjhdt the fang himfdfc together with 
dll his kjtigdome should continew faithfull to our fide , i 

dnd ioyning wit h*vs should euer defend the Lord Tdfedit 
( whofepdrte wee take) and ncuerhcereofter intermedle 
in mayntdining Bj>wUndthe Schyfmatickc, Beccdufe. 
<dfo wee (who hdue euer hitherto bin teddy to dbyde the 
exdmindttd of the vprighteoufnes of our caufe y which the 
dduerfaries of the Church of God and vs, bee it either out 
J of their pride , or the dtfirufi oftheir cdufe hdue auoyded) 

Are now byreafonof their mdnifefl obfimacy > compelled 
to vnacuftomed oat bet :Let therefore , hccreafter euery 
man and eft ate cdrefully efihew the Communion of Scyf+ 
tndtickesyfor ttictrfury dllt hough it hdthfeemed hitherto 
infome forte pardonable, it will heereafier bee altogether 
untollerable Crc. Moreouerin another letter written 
by one affe&ed to Pope Alexander is lay d. That Fre¬ 
derick? the Emperor glory eth inthe afsijlance of thekfng 
of England, whofe Embajfadors werefworne to the (arte 
of the *Antipjopc &c. In an other place likwife. 

Fredericke CouUreth bis bufines withfdlfeprophefi.es, 
that Tope Alexander should bee taken captiuey whereun¬ 
to not only the 'Vulgar forte, but the king of England, 
expeSing the euent , hdth allmofigiuen credit C Fc. And 
out of Salisbury: The king of England is confident 
itVthe Emperor, ad thecaptiuity of my Lordthc Pope, , 

which the Prophetis of Belial haue tould him. 

Buc whereas the kinges Embalfadors did fwcajft in 
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his Maieftiesname to followe the Scyfmaticall fa&id, 
the Arch-Bishop of Roane excufeth the fame, as no 
way done by the kinges commandement, which ap¬ 
peared in his letters dire&ed to Henry Preifland Car- 
dinall df the title of the Saintes Mereus and Achilleus, 
written thus. 

Concerning the king of England , wee certainly fecure 
you } that neither by himfelfe, norbyhisEmbajfadors 
bee euer gave oath or fromife to leaue the Church and 
cleans to the Schyfmaticke 5 yea wee are ajfured that in 
tbofe conuenants ofMaryage ( whatfoeuer they voere) all- 
tbougb for three dayes the •Almaynes indeauoured toper- 
uerthim yhee wouldneuer accord to any tbjngy but with 
freferuation of his fidelity to our Lord the Pope , the 
Churchy and the kingof France •, and as wollour lady the 
Emprejfe , as our felues y baue by our letters inioynedhim 
to cleerehimfelfewitb all expedition, from this afperfion. 
For our partes ybeeing at Roan , allt hough the kjnges Em- 
baffadors were then alfo there, wee only heard of them, 
butfame them not , CS'c. 

But for thefe Embafladors who faulted foe fouly, 
wee find that- fain# Thomas excommunicated 
them , as his letters to his fuffraganes in the yeere 
following doe fignify , which heere after in their tume 
wee will declare. 

Thefe thinges beeing thus lay d open concerninge 
this paflage with Fredericke the Empcrour againft 
Pope Alexander, it remayneth that weelik wife know 
what were the a&ions of this yeere, concerning faint 
Thomas Archbishop ofCanterbury. When Pope A- 
lexanderwascertifyed of thekingofEnglandes Em¬ 
bafladors in theconuenticle of Witemberge, wherby 
they bound themfelues with their king to the Scyma- 
ticall Antipope Pafcall, it pleafed him to admonish 
the king thereof by letters from the facred Colledge 


The Toper §- 
proneth the 
Xjng of En¬ 
gland. 


Digitized by v^ooQie 



88 TheEfcleJiafficall Hijlorie x 

of Cardinalls ; the letters themfelues are not extant,* 
_ ... but only the letters of Apologie written by thekingin 

t 'Zr bis defence to the holy Colledge of Cardinalls in thefe 

*' £M, ‘ words. 

King Henry s s touckingthat which our Lord the Tope hath fgni- 

Afologit fyd vnto vs, to wit, the Alienation ofour mynde and 
Tvntttn to intentionfrom our loueanddeuotio to thtBjman Church, 
the Cardi- wee doefrf an freer, that your wifedome is fully inform 
n -‘ med,ivithhotvJincecre anaffe Elion weehaueeuerloued 

as well the B^omane Church, as alfo the pcrfon 0 f our Lord 
the Tope, what great attemptes wee haue vnderta\cnfor 
him, and what affronts wee haue faflayned for hisfa\e\ 
for (to pajfe ouer other thinges infilence) when the que- 
Jlion andcontrouerfie arofe for reteauing htm , wee did not 
qnly accept of him ourfelues, but aljfo drawe ,yea inforce 
diuers others ( allthough vnwilling ) to doe the like-, 
nor yet did tvee euer ejlrange our mynde from the futlnes 
of ouraffeQton rButhee ( as weemanifejlly kjnowe) who 
bath in former tymes bin mojl troublefome to vs ( as the 
euents ofhisatitons many waydeclare) euen now espe¬ 
cially with word, wor{e, and writing ( which cheefely 
ince'nfeth the myndes ofTrinces) perfeuereth to defame 
ourperfon, terming vs as well in letters as Speech the 
Terjecutor and opprelfor of the Church. Kow let our lord 
the Tope conpder , how fatherly this mans proceedinges 
are toxvardes vs,who'firfifigmfyingvntoVsthatTrtn- 
ces ought to haue e Spec tall caution and cars to preferue 
their fame vnjpottid, neglcElctb hcere this fatherly af- 
fe&ion towards vs, and with word and workg difgra- 
ceth ourfames renowne. 

W <e doe therefore make it kjtowne to your whole reue- 
rent Colledge , that whatfoeuer honor , eminency and 
power ourkjngdomepofs(ffetk,adall otherthingesfubieSt 
Vnto our gouerment, thefe, and euery one of thefe, wee 
ackjiowiedg andprofejfe to heegiuen andbejtowedon vs 
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IjourLord and Creator , dndto him wee render mofi 
bumble thankfs , although not fucb -1 is mee ought , beeing 
thereunto altogether enable , but fuch as our power can 
afford, and would to Cod our Lord the ¥ ope would bee- 
jcechallmighty God in our beehalfe , that wee might offer 
<vp, and'Vnderfiand how to ye eld to our God and Crea¬ 
tor all dutifull deuotion andreuerence y and that wee may % 
with that intire and inward port ion of our foules s which 
wee owe himffeare and hue him only : for truly although 
wee cannot loue and adore him foe much as in duty wee are 
bound <vnto >ncucrtbeleffe haue wee an affe&ionand de¬ 
fire to firue him in euery thing , topleafe him in all thin* 
ges 9 andwholytoobey him. Wee intend truly and defire 
willingly ttrperfeuer m the integrity of the grace and loue 1 
of our Lord the Vope , if his Holmes. wild in like forte 
mayntaine <vnto *vs\and our kingdome the fame honor 
andpreferuation of glpry and dignity which holy and re¬ 
verent f opes of I\ome haue shewed to noble and potent 
trinces our Tredecejfors. 

But concerning appeales which hee fuppofeth wee pro¬ 
hibited affirming alfo that wee refitaine the fubicBs of 
our kingdome from •vifiting the Court e. of Barney wee 
wouldnot haue this concealed from your wtfedomes y that 
voeekauc ncucr at any time hindred either r vifitationsor 
appealesfiut only require they should bee in fuch manner , 
fuch courfe^andfuch fashion orderedyOs they haue bin for¬ 
merly performed according to the cufiomts and dignity of 
our kingdome in thetyme of our progenitors , who were 
Uluftrous Trinces , and according to the ordinations and 
constitutions of the grauefiand wifefi perfons as well of 
the Clergie as Lay tie of our dominions. 

In that hee reproueth *vs forenttinginlo leage with 
the excommunicate y wee fuppofe not wee haue heereiti 
either offended God or proceeded againfi reafon\for as wee 
rcccaued from our Lord the Vopes avne mouth , his Hoh- 
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nts neuer held the L ord Frederick the Empereur ofBjmu 
excommunicate, neither yet haut wee hedrd by relation of 
any,that bet iv*s afterwardes excommunicated. neither 
although wee grdunted our ddughter inmariage to the 
EmferoursfonnCydoe weebeelieue nee bdue committed diry 
offence therin : Btecaufe (thdt wet may rtctdue ex Ample 
from the like) ds thefame n ids in our knowledge Utvfull 
to the moft ^excellent dni mighty fag Henry our grand 
fother, who intermaryed bis daughter with Henry of 
late memory Em^erour of Byrne, fo wee by the fume red - 
Jon deduced from our anceflorsjbteing admfed olfo by our 
grant Counsellors did condefcend too control beetmeene 
the Emperors fonneond our daughter, 

W hereosmoreover hee odmonisheth <vs by his letter to 
re coll the Archbishop of Canterbury [whom hee faith wee 
haue expulfed our kingdoms ) vnto the dignity from 
whence hee felly andrefore himdgaine<vnto his Sea: wee 
apparently knowe how euident it is 'Vnto the eyes of yet 
all, that wee neither banished, nor yet infer ced him to de¬ 
part e our dominions, but hee rather by the inftigation of 
his owne light andftruerfc diFfofition > then 'upon any 
mature deliberation indueeing htm thereunto, heetookf 
himfelfe to flight with an intent and purpofe to rayje enuy 
agatnfl'Vs, and ( which the world mitnejfetk wee neuet 
deferuedat buhandes ) mditiously to depram and dero¬ 
gate from <vs andourrenowne :But if thefaydjtrch- 
hi shoppe as of hit owne accord hee departed the land ,/oe 
of hit owne free will would returne againe, and heart 
himfelfe to vs in futh fort as he ought tobcbaue him - 
felfe to his Lord and k}ng, wet then would likfmife 
fo deale with him ai according to the counfill of our Cler- 
gie andLayetie , as well of our kingdoms as our frouinces 
beeyond the feat, should bee thought conuemtnr, but wee 
thinks it unfitting to call him backs, whom weeneuer 
enforced to flyt our dominions. W here fore if it « W l ap- 
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pcdrt to'Vtthdt roce hdue dny way offended or exceeded 
$ur boundes^ wee will with the dduice of our Clergiedni 
B drons decor dingto the cufiomes , dignityes dnd excellency 
four kingdom willingly fdtisfiyus weedre boundBut * 
if dny one will attempt to trouble or diminish the Uwes , 
cufiomes , dnd dignityes of our crowne , wee willejleeme 
him the publicise dduerfdry dnd open enemy of our ndme y 
honor dnd kjngdome y dnd wee (fo long di wee liue) will 
neuer endure the ledjl detriment to the dignityes dnd cu¬ 
fiomes of our regdlity , which the renowned men our Pre- 
decejfors hdue held dnd inioyed in the rdignes of the holy 
topes ofB^ome. 

Ldjlly in thdt hee commundedyee to injinudto *vnto <vs 
that wee should not dfflifit the Churches or Ecclefidjlicdll 
per font of our kjndomc or Provinces , nor yetfuffer them 
to bee afflicted-, God dnd our Confidence doe witnes thdt 
to this ‘very ddy wee neuer did nor Permitted it to bet 
donne . 

Hethetto the kinges Apologie to the Cardinalls. 

But as the image of afouie deformed and horrible 
Monfter beeing oucrcaftwith coulors may bee trans¬ 
formed into theshoweof amoft faireandchafteVir¬ 
gin , and not with ftanding there lurketh vnderneath 
what to the eyes would bee drcadfull to beehould, yet 
outwardly it appeareth deledable:Soe shall yee playn- 
ly fee his deteftable crymes, with a deceytfull ftyle 
transformed into yertucs. But what eftimation is to 
bee had of him, that which hath allready bin fayd,and 
whatheereafter shall bee written, will apparently de¬ 
clare. There are alfo other letter sextant which palled 
this yecre in the caufe of controuerfy bectwene the 
kingof England and firing Thomas, beeing wri¬ 
tings truly of great moment,and principaly that which 
Pope Alexander lent to the Bishop of koodwi ? and i$ 
recy ted by Roger inthefe words* 
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Alexander Bishop feruant of the feruia- 
tes of God to his reucrent brother Gil¬ 
bert Bishop of London fendeth greeting 
with an Apoftolicall Benedidion. 

I nthatyouhaue be eft owed ftngularcareand diligence 
about the bufities weeenioyned your brotherhood, dnd for 
ihdt your haue faithfully follicitcd dndeffectually ad- 
mom shed o arm oft dear e fonne in Chrift Henry the re- 
no xoned king of England concerning the cncreafe and ex¬ 
altation of the Church and <v s; wee receauetbe fame as 
a thing moft grate full and acceptable, and thereupon yen- 
dring you abundance of thanhgs * wee doe for that cauft 
highly commend and pray fe in our Lord your watchfull 
and endeauouring wifedome. And beeeaufe wee lorn 
with a mote intire charity this your king as a famous . 
Prince, and our deareft fonne, therefore wee haue thought 
good often , yea <Very often to follicyte and excite him 
by all meanes to deuotion towards the Church, as well 
by your reucrent brethren the Archbishop ofBjtane and 
Bishop of Hereforde ,andalfoby ourtnoft dearc daughter 
in Chrift his mother ,fmetymes the illuftrous Emprts 
ofBjme :*And now retoyce and are greatly comforted in 
our L ord for the godly %eale of the fame hingftgnifyei to 
*vs by your letters* 

But beeeaufe wee Would haue him as intircly affeSei 
to the Church of God and to <vs , as in the beeginning bee 
Was accuftotnedto bee > wee intreatc, admonish,yea com¬ 
mand your brotherhood that you will againe and againt 
both by your felfe and others carefully and diligently 
ftitre <vp 3 exhorte, and by all meanesperf wade him * to 
procure after his wonted manner with his heft endea¬ 
vors the bones' and ex alt at tonefthefame Church, andfo- 
fter,mayntA%neand defend with alt courage the caufe thcr- \ 

of > that_ bee would hue and reuertme Qhmxhu *n$ 
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Icclefafticall perfons , and conferue their rigbtes and 
frdnchtfes. 

Lifiewifc thdt bee wouldreflore to hisgrate dnd fauour 
our reuerent brother the *Archbishop of Cdnterbury, and 
for our parte ifbeeyeeld to fainflVceterand'Vs, thcre- 
ffeft and honor which heeretofore hee hath done,wee will 
louehim with amojt tender affection, and labour ty all 
meanes ( as beefccmetb <vs) to magnify and aduanee him , 
and preferue the kjngdome commuted to his charge: for 
weehaa father 'Vanquish him with patience and mild* 
nes, thendny way agreede him , foe long <vs wee canpof- 
fbly forbeare him. Dated at Gradus Mercurii XI* 
Kalend. Septemb. 

Thus wrote Alexander to the Bishop ofLondon, 
who in this manner anfwered him. 

To his father and Lord the moft high 
Bishop Alexander , Brother Gilbert fer- 
uant of the Church ofLondon fendeth his 
dutifullferuiccoffinecre charity and hum¬ 
ble obedience. 

Hauing reteaued\ mofl deere father in Qhrift) your 
conrmandement with dew reference, wee infant ly heard 
that your fonne our moflbeelouedfoueraigne Lord, was 
leading his army in the confines of France, and taking 
xoith'vs our <venerable Brother Robert Bishop of Here* 
ford, according toy our dire£lion,witb all attentiue dili¬ 
gence wet treated with him > and laying beef ore his eyei 
whatfoeucr you ftgnifyedlo'vs by letter, partly entreat* 
iug, and (as far as btecamt fubseels to theldaiejlte of 
their kfng) dlforeprotting, wee cottftamly and infant ly 
perfwddtd him that hee would bee certified in all theft 
poinies y and ifhee hadfw/tued from the path ofreafon,hce 
Would returne tot he way of truth and itffttce,. heeing 
‘djf i bachf by your tdihamtiofi delmrtd him by out 
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tnouth , andbeeing piously aducrttfedby his father , hie 
abfolutly dcfift from Wtckgd a&tons % lorn God with A 
pure barte 9 reffc 8 his Mother the holy Church of B^ome 
with his wonted reuerence , and neuer forbid thofe who 1 
were willing to 'vifit her , nor hinder dppeales made <vnto 
her> 4 nd reducing charitably from exile our father the 
Lord of Canterbury *hee would remayne confiantand \ 
'vnmoueable in the obedience of fainEb P eeter and your 
.Holmes 9 and wholybent to the worths ofdeuotion,would \ 
not any way afflict Churches or £ccleJUJhcall perfons of i 
his hjngdomeor dominions ; nor fuffer them to bee in any 
forte iniuredby bimfelfe or others % but with toue de¬ 
fend them <vnder his royallprotection; that hee by whom 
hinges doe raigne , may in ibis world proffer his tempo¬ 
ral Dominion i andbeefiowe on him in heauen an eternall 
kingdom, Otherwife tf hee obeyed not your godly atid 
ivbolfome admonitions , your Holmes who had hetberto 
with patienceindured could no longer contdyne your felfe \ 
Within the compajfe thereof: Heeremto wee added , that 
hee Was i nftly to feare , leaft if hee corrected not his offen - i 
ces y hcc sboulde shortly incurre the wrath ofAllmigbty 
God through which btskjfigdotne would not long conti - 
newe y nor his bee fufferedto Hue in prosperity , but that 
hee who exalteththc humble would throw downe with 
great ruine them {noW exalted)from the heygth of their , 
dominion . 

But hee accepting molt thankfully your fatherly corrt - 
reSion , with a maruaylous temperate mynde andexcee - , 
ding modefty , did im order anfwer toeuery particular: 
Affirming firft hee neuer alienated his mynd any way 
from you , noreuer had the leaft conceyte to that pstrpofe; 
hut as longas you shewed your fatherly fauour tohim 9 het , 
WouldaffcliyoU as his fatherland reuerence and tenderly 
hue the Church ofBjmeas his mother , and humbly obey , 
4nd [uhmtthimftlfe toy our /acred hecheaiier,refirui»g i 
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euer Without impeachment the dignity of himfelfeandhts 
\ingdome\ldifnow for awhilepaft hee bath not rotyefted 
you w ith duercuerence , beealleagethfct the reafon there*- 
of, that whereas in your necefittyes hee did vo it hall his 
idrte 3 witbdllhismynd andhismofi amplepower afitfi 
your HolineSy you did not on the otherfide giue him cor ref* 
pondence anfwerable tohis defertes ywhen as aftcrpar* 
desyhethadhy hisEmbajfadors rccourfe<vnto you in his 
neccjlityes ybut with bushing complayneththatallmuft in 
euery petition hee receaueth repulfe at your handcs , and 
yet beeingnotxoithfianding dll this confident of your fa* 
therlygracCy which at his pleafure will heare his fontie; 
hoping and expecting dlfoe fromyou a countenance more 
calme y heeremayneth with animmoueable confiancyin 
the fidelity [as they call it) of faint Teeterand your felfei 
whercuponitfollowethjbdt hee will not any way hinder 
fich as are willing to <vifiteyour Uolines\ % neithtr (.as 
bee ajfuretb *vs ) hath hee hetherto bin tbett impede* 
tnent . t 

Concerning jtppeales t according to the ancient eufiotne 
of bisfyngdeme 9 kee cballengtbto himfelfeanlonor and 
burden y that incyutll caufes none of the C lergteof the 
realme doc exceeds the boomdes of the land , <vnTes firji by 
experience they trye whether by hts royal authority and 
commandemcnt > they may at home vbtayne their right f 
which ifthey cannot there procure, then may they freely at 
their pleafures appeale to your holmes without any re - 
ftrdintofbislMdicjlieyWbtrin tf there hee the leaftpreiu* 
dice to your lawes or honor y hee pVomtfetkybyGods afii- 
Jlance out ofhandtoteformc the fame by the Conn fell tf 
the whole Church of his kingdome* 

For the Emperoiiryallthough hee kjiotveth him to bee a 
Icifnatichj * ttcucrthelejfe that hee is excommunicated 
by your Holmes , to this infant hee is ignorant , but if 
beertnderftandeth him to bee foe once denounced^andthen 
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wak?thany <vnla\vfullleague with him or others 9 hee •vn- 
derukcth to ref or me the fame alfo hy the tudgmeut and 
Councell of the Church of his kjngdome . 

Trtorcoucrbceajfureth <vs that hec neuer banished out 
of his kingdomc our fatbertheLordCanteybury>where- 
foreds hee departed of his orone accorde y foe shall hee bee 
freely permitted with all peace to returnc to hist Churchy 
ivhenfocuer it shall pieafe him $ allwayes prouided that 
in fatisfaClion to his Maiejlie hee will abfolutely con - 
feme thofe dignityes , againft which hee now comp lay- 
pet h 3 notwtthjianding bee was formerly fworne to 
them . - 

Laftly if any Church or Lccleftafiicall perfon shall mal? 
proofs that theyhaue fufayned any wrong by him or any 
pf bis , hee will hee euer ready according to the iudgment 
of the whole Church togiue fatisfaBton . Thefc are the 
anfwer s wee haue receded from ourL ord t he kf ng , and 
tpee wish wee could haue' gott at his handes any thtng 
more ample to haue fatisfyedyourpleafure -, but fuch as 
they are, wee thought good to informc yourHo lines oftbetn % 
to the end that out of his anfwers y your diferetion may 
gather , what will bee the conclujion of this bufines: for 
our Lord the king feemetb much to iujlify bis caufi, 
whilft hee promtfeth in all t hinges heere recited to fubmt 
himfelfe to the counfell and iudgmept ofthe Church of his 
kjngdome 3 and no way at all to hinder (• as beef ore hath 
bin fayd) the returneof our father the Lord of Canterbury- 
whereupon , wee think? goodfiumhly to beefcecbyour Ho- 
hnes y that fettingthefayingheforeyour eyes : The bru- 
4*’ fed reede hee shall not breake .* and fmoak?ingc fl aX 
shall not quenchiyou would bee pleafedfor a tyme to con¬ 
fine within the boundesof mpdejly that 7?ale which ts 
w orthelyinkjndled by the fire of the holy ghoftjo reuengt 
\ alliniuryes offered to theChurchof Codjeaff hypronotm * 

cing the fentcncc of Interdiction y or that lafftudgmcnt 
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of excommunication , 370# f*ff er thereby the miferabte 
ntine of innumerable Churches 9 and diueyt without re - 
^ tPf// /Af himfelfe , dr infinite numers of 

men bis followers [which God forbid) from your obe¬ 
dience. For it is better a lymme y bee it maymed , should 
fit remtyne with the heade* then beeirig cut off, beecajl 
Wiyfrom the body ; partes wounded may recouer to bee 
founde againc,but beeingonce feperatedabfoluiely from 
theman , cannot returne to their former integrity ; dim- 
fion breedetb deeper at ton , whilfi the labour of the skj ll- 
fullfurgeon cureth , ofcen 9 a gretuonshayte . If therefore 
it may pleafe you, it is better you should at this infant 
imfloy your trduell for healing this foare (if any bee) 
then by cutting of the noblcjl parte of the Church of God to 
btafefar greater troubles, yea more then can bee exprejfed 
m theftate of Chrijlendome beeingnow in fucha combv- 
fttm. For what ifyour Speech cannot as yet fully ta\e, 

(ft bejeta(en y shall wee therefore dcFp dire of the grace of 
beecaufe in An acceptable tyme it may both takje , and 
hte fallen} what > is the hand ofour Lord shortnedthat it ^ ^ 
‘Mat fane ? Or is hiseare hardened that it cannot J 
We ? For that fwifte tuning speech doth • mightelyr 
(when itpleafethyleane change all thinges,and granteth 
to the prayers of the holy eue matters beeyod expectation: 

The royal blood hpoweth then heft to bee overcome t wben 
it hath overcome , nor blnsheth to yeeld , when it hath 
VAnquishcd j in meehencsbe is to bet mdllifyed Jby ad- 
m nisbmentcs, and conquered with patience* W hat if 
tkrcenfuctbk Ioffe offame temporalityes, either through 
thence allready wfed, orasyet heereafcertobccpralti- 
fth Ought wee not to found a retreateto feuerity, whom 
other wife a gre ate Jlaughter hangeth ouerjhe peoples he a - 
art not many thinges throwne out of the ship into the 
f C4 \ when cloudes and waves confounded with formes 
4 m menace death > 
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. Wf* $ e *K e fondly, but out of dn 'vnfdynedchatityi 
\Admitt this bee the end of the mutter > that our Lord of 
Canterbury together with bis lojfes doth alfo endure a 
contitiudll exile,and England (which God forbid) obeyeth 
no longer your command} it is neuerthelejfe better for a 
while to forbeare with patience, then with foe treated 
Vfdle to <vnsheath the fivoard of fctterity. Ear what,al~ 
bet it perfection is not able to feparate many of<vs from 
your obedience, fomc neuerthelejfe will not bee tnanting 
tobowe their knees to Baal, ana without rcifeEt of re¬ 
ligion oriujlice to receaue the fall ofCanterbury from the < 
hand of an I doll, nor yet w illtherefaylefome who pof- 
fejlingour fiates and yfurpingourchatres,will wit hall 
the dcnotion of then myndes obey him. "Many there art i 
who doe now foritatyc this, wishing that fcandalls \ 
would once arife , and playne ways bee pcruetted to i 
crookedpathes. W herfdre (father ) wee doe not lament or 
beewayle ouroivnemisfortunes\J>ut yules youpreuent 
theft mtfchtifes wee doe for feeing , dread afoulefuhuer- 
fion to threaten and hang oner the Church of God t neither • 
ftoner, would wee wish a day <f this loathed life to per 
risk, then that wherin wee were borne to fee fit* h manner 
of fye&dcles. *Allmighty God (deare father tn Chrif) 
prefeme you long in health and prosperity. 

And thus wrote the Bishop of Londonto pope Ale¬ 
xander. 

But Pope Alexander who fought by the Bishop of 
Londons meanes'the kinges recouery, defired much 
more by his owne paftor lain A T homas to perfect the 
fame, who neuer fayledof his office ,and as at all ty- , 
mes hee admonished him by his letters » fo© now 
more amply in wryting hee thought good toperfyadp 
his king in manner following. 
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*To hisbecloued Lord Henry by the grace 
of God King of England, Duke of Nor- 
mady andAquitayncand Earle of Anioue, 

Thomas by the fame grace the humble 
feraant of the Church of Canterbury fo- 
mecimes temporally his , but now much 
more, wisheth him in our Lord all true re¬ 
pentance with amendment. 

Expelling wee haue expelled that our Lord would looke xhe Epiflell 
tifonyou t and that beeingconuertedyou would doe pen- of fain£t\* 
n*nce departing from your peruerfe wayes, 4 ndeb.it you Tbomos to 
would cut off from you the wicked by ivbofe fuggejle- Henry, 

fiionand counfell- (asit is tought ) you Ate now fallen 
downe allmtjl into the depth j But Godforbid it should 
bee into that depth whereof it isfaydei Thefinner when Prounb.it. 
heecommeth into the depth will contemne. •And all- 
though tpee huue hetherto forborne in 'Vdyne, conji dering 
infilenceand wuh dll affechon expcBin > if any me[lin¬ 
ger wouldcomCy Andreportingfay yyour fonne,king , And 
Lord beting now tong intteogled with deceiptes , And 
drowne on to the Churches defiruclion , by the info nation 
of the beAttenly clemency in the abundance of exceeding 
humility hajlcneth himfi’lfe for the Churches deliuery, 
with making all JatisfaUion and amendes : ualthough. 

there isyetnofuchthingy wee not withflaydingwill ne T 

uer ceafe with humble and datly deuotton to beefecch 
Mlmighty God that what wee bane long and earqefth 
wished both ofyoUy and for you, wee may \vith a Speedy 
and fruitefull effell obtayne. Andlcebould thereupon 
it cometh to paffe that the cm of the church of Canter bury, 
euerwho our Lord bath at thisprepent placed our pretfood 
though <vnwortbie , while you dot there rule the tempo- 
rail efiatty doth nit foe tfcejely touch <vs m regard of our 
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cm timed difcommodiout exile, as other wife mtue.His 
to dire El to your "Malefic letters of admonition, exhorta¬ 
tion and correHion, that wee bee not; to great a diffembler 
of your offences (if any there bee) which in merit deceit 
are, beeinglt he ground of our no fmale greife, thofe, yea 
cheefely thofe ( wee fay ) which, concerne the Church 
ofGodanidhtsClergiCybeeing diuers ways committed by 
you without regarde of perfon or dignity, and that wet 
appeare not theerin too negligent to the hazard of your 
foules faluation. For fee ts doubtleffe guilty of the facie', 
whoforbeareth to amend, what hee ought to correct: It 
is written: Not only they who doe,but thofe who 
confent are adiuged partakers of the crime; ^ind truly 
theyconfent, who whentheymay and ought, reftft not,,tr 
at the leaf re front not the offendor:for the error beting not 
refifiedis allowed,and truth bceingnot defendedis oppref. 
fed ; neither auoydeth hee fuffttion of fecret ajfocia- 
tion, who forbeareth to withjland a manifefi offence. 

For as (mofiexcellentFrince) a fmall Citty , cannot 
leffentbe frerogatitte of a potent kjngdome , foe ought not 
your royal power to difiurbe or alter the bounds of the 
Churches religiousgouerment: It is euer tonfonant to the 
rules of iujlice, that iudgment hee minifired to the preifies 
The iurifdi- of God by a preifily ceuntell. For Bishofps whatfoeuer 
£tion of tht t hey are, although as men they run afiray, yet if theyfall 
Treifthood ng( f rom iheir fa%th,nttthtt tan nor ought they to bee cen- 
fiom^thtiu. f urt ^ h^ e fecular power. It ts the farfe of a good and 
rifdiBun godly Frince torepaire ruinous and decayed Churchcs, to 
of tht king- build them anew >to honor the preifies of God, and fup- 
dome. , pme them with allreuerence, like Confiantine that <ver- 
tuous Emperor of tnofi famons memory, whoftyd (when 
a caufe oft he Clergie was brought beef ore him) yee ought 
not to hee iudged by any fecular authority, who arc only 
referued to the iudgment of *Allmigbty God. ^And wee 
rcadt thatthe holy oipofilts and then fwcejfors {wb»fe 
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power is warranted by the wordofGodbimfelfe)doe com* 
mand: That no perfecutions nor difturbances beerai- 
fed, nor yet that any should enuy them who labour in 
the feild if our Lord, nor that the ftewardcs of the 
eternall king should bee banished fro/n their 
Seas* 

For who ma^etb cjuefiion but that Vreifies Are the Md- 
fiersdnd fathers of kjngesanddllfdithfull bceleiuersjdnd 
is it not then dpoint of miferable mddnes , for, thefonne to 
endcauourto bring his father into fubie&ion > or the 
fcboller bis Mafter > and with 'Vninfi lawes to reduce 
him <vndcr his rule > who ( as heeought to beclieue) hath 
power to loofe and bind him, not only in earthy hut in 
heauen difoe: If you are a good and Cat bolide king* and 
foe will remayne ( as wee beelieue and hope you will) 
let <vs f 4 y rv n fa r y 0Ur M aiefiiescorreclion , you area 
chyldeand not a Bishop of the Church y and ought to leatne 
of Vreifiesy and not to teach them; and in matters Eccle- 
fiafiicall to follow them not toguyde them* Touhaue the 
priuiledges of your power which you haue obtayned 
from God for adminifiringyour temporall lawesytoihe 
end that beeing not <vngratefullto him for his benefitts 9 
you should f vfurpe nothing Contrary to the difyofition of 
his heauenly order , but that with d morefober mynde you< 
should <vfe thofe things , which now rather perchance 
through the counfell of the malitious y then the inclina¬ 
tion of your owne myndeyou abufe againfi his ordinance : 
yeelde therefore fpeedely with all humility and all man- 
ne X c ff 4 tisfa&ion y leaJi other wife the hand of God beeing 
bfnt againfi you ysboote his arrow eat you yds at a market 
fo\the •Allmighty hath bent his bowe toJlrikjyou openly 
with bit arrowey ifyou repent not. 

Bee not ashamed ( whatfoeuer the malignant fuggefi 
myour myndeydnd the T ray tors y not only to you 3 but alfi 
to God htmfelfe doe whifperingmurmer in your cares) 
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to bumble yotir ffife <vnder the mighty hand of Cod ifor 
it is hee who cxaltmgtbchumble, throweth downe the 
frowde, who in reuenge for t niu ryes offered to him and 
bis,beereauetb Vrinces of thetrhues,beecaufeheetster* 
rible ,andvdboc*n refifie him} Y on ought neuer to forget 
in whatflate Cod didfirftfinde youthen how hec prom - 
tedyhonored, exalted you,how hee bleJJ'edyou wtth royal 
iffue, confirmed the throne of your kjngdome, and ( in de - 
J fpigbtof 4IIyour enemyes ) inrichedyou with ample pof 
Jejfions y in foe much as to this^very houre dllmen with 
admirationpronounce. This is hee whom our Lord hath 
choCexiy^ndwhat shallyouyeeld >orwbat canyoureit 
der forallthefe bountyes heeftowedby himonyou} ^Jill 
you at their inftin&and inftancc , who perfecuteaboute 
you the Church and Bcclejiafticall perfons, and hme etter 
to their power rffiicled them, repay emll for good,s wtth 
opprefionsytribulations, iniuryes, e vcxati<msto Churcbes i 
and their Qleargy > %Are not thefethe perfonsof whom out 
lordpytb: W ho heareth you heareth mec, who con- 
tetnneth you defpifeth mee , who coucheth you, 
touch cth the aple of myne eye ? If truly leauingallyou 
foffeffe ,you tatfc'Vpyour crojfe and follow our Lord le- 
fusCbriJl , hardly shall you,yeaneuer shall you bee found 
faithfulI and grate full enoughs recomptnfe thefe his be- 
vejfitts receaucd . Starch out the Scriptures of fuch 
04 \nowethtm and you shall finde, that Saul although 
* r - chofen by our l ord, yet neuerthelts beecaufe hee wandred 
^ fared to, f r$m b* s w*y* s * was punished wtth the euerthrotve of 
himfelfeand his family. Orias alfo kfngof \uda 9 tohoft 
fame was if read both far and t vyde,and was foe highly 
renoivnedjbrthe many^vtcioryes be eft owed on him by our 
Lord , had to the downefall of hot owne deftrUBion his 
harte fo puffed *vp in regard that God did at all tyrns 
aftift andfirengthen I nn, that contemning the : reuereritt 
due to our lord , hee xvouldneedes wfurpe to himfelfea 

; • • matter 
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nuttier no whit appert*yr\ing to his office, but only to the 
freifiboode, which was to offer interne on the altar of our 
lord', and therefore was firsoken by our L ord with a le- 
frtfy, and by the handes of thepreifies cafi out from the 
temple of our Lord, and foe remayned till his dying day 
ifoule Leper, in refiefl whereof hee was bant shed the 
htufeof\Allmigbty God. In like forte many other k*% es 
who mightely aboundedinriches , beecaufe they walked 
" about themfe lues in themaruellesof this world,prefu¬ 
ming to rebell againfl our Lord, perished, and tn the laft 
fffpe found none of their riches t left in their handes. • 
Mtneucr king Azarias wrongfully intruding himflfe R eg 
h{<wtfe into tbepretJHy office , waspuntsbed wttb a 
Itfrofic. Lafily Oza (though not a k,tng ) but for tbit- i. Rig (. 
' dung the i Arkp of our L ord , and'vphottlding it, beeing 
indanger to fall , by reafon of the Oxe ns fumbling, yet 
htccauje this appertayned not to his charge , but to the 
’ offices of the temple , beeing wounded by G ods indigna - 
1 ton,fell headlong dead hard by the Areke*/ our Lord 
[according to the common prouerbe ) chafiifed 
1 h the misfortune of an other, loofieth more narrowly to 
■ himfelfe. • 

For you arc nccrc ah cuill tuirnc ' 

When as your neighbours houfe doth burne. 


dllmigkty Ood[ mojldeerefoueraigne)'wauld } that thin- 
1 t ei appertayning to the difyofitttn of the Church, should 
Iff long to preiftes and not tofecular powers, who tfthey 
’ bee Chrifians , his deuine pleafure is they should bee 
fnbieSes'vnto thepreifies of his Church: Challenge not 

' before to your felfe an others office, or right , neither 

rt Sfe Contention againfl him, by whom all t hinges are or - 
t jf) ne d ,firfeare leafiyec feeme to fight againfl the hene- 
Jutt of him i from whom you rtcetue ybur authority. It 
is not the will of Allmighty God that the €lergie of tbi 
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CtjriftUn religion should bee either ordered or tenfurei by 
publicise lawesor fecular Princes , but by Btshppsand 
priefies: ChriHiankjnge sought tofubmittthe excecufion 
of their dejignes toEcclefiafiicall Pafiors> andnot prefcrre* 
their cufiomes , heef ore them. For it is written that none 
ought to pronounce iudgment againfi f reifies, but the 
Church', nor doth it beelong to temporall lawes to giue 
fentenceouer fueb. Chrifiian Princes were wont to obey 
the Canons of the Church, and not to ouerpoyfe with their 
power Ecclejiafiicall Conjlttutions: to humble their crow- 
ned heades rvntotLeir Btsboppes , not to deter my ne otter 
theirBishoppes ; for ttvo fates there are,. in which doth 
principally confifithts worlds gouerment, the Bishoppes 
facred authority , and the kingly power > wherein the 
worthynesofpreifihoodis of farr greater iveyght , •bee- 
caufe they mu fin the Any of iudgment render an accompt 
of tinges tbcmfelucs. Tee ought truly to kpewe, that yee 
are bound to depend on their tudgmentes, and not to haue 
them reduced toyottr wills . For many Bisboppcs haue ex¬ 
communicated fame fringes, others Emperors, and if you 
would knowe any particulers concerningtbeperfons of 
thefeVrtnees linnocentius excommunicated the Emperor 
Arcadius beecaufebee confentedto hauefaint lohnChri- 
foftome banished out of his Sea, Saint Ambrole for one 
fault, which in the eyes of other preifies appeared not fo 
hey nous, excommunicated and cafi out of the Church the 
Emperor T heodofius the great , who hatting made con - 
digne fatisfaUion obtayned abfolution . <ndma*y o- 
i. Beg. 11. t f )ers fuch like are to this purpofe. Dautd alfo batting 
committed adultery and murder , Nathan the "Prophet 
wasfent to him by God to rtprouc andcorreS bim$ admo - 
Mshcd’bce was y and f tone amended, for the kjng, laying 
afyde his rSyall D tadem, andeafiing away his Lmpertall 
Maiefiy\ was not ashamed to humble bimfelfe beef ore the, 
face of the Prophet, to confejf ? his fynne and crane pardon 
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fir bis offence ; t vhat shall I fdy more ? condu&cd by pen - 
ndnce y bee heefought mercy , and obtayned forgiuenes: 

Beeitfo vpitby$u(o deerei beehuedfonne y mift renowned 
king , m#fl honored Lord ) according to the example of 
mofi excellent Damd jhat mo H godly king, of whom onr 
Lordfayd : I haue found a man according to myne , 
owncharte. Bee you tn like force with a contrite and 
bumble hart tonutrted to our Lord God y and doe fettere 
pennancefor your fundi y exceffesiforyouhauefalls do wne 
UadUng and erred in many thinges which as yet I con¬ 
eedle y expe&attgy if foe bee it our L ord will in tyre you y f> 
as you may fay with the Prophet: Haue mercy on mec 
( a God) according to thy great mercy ^bsecaule I Bfal 14. jo 
haaecnnch offended chec, and -committed fin in thy F f*l m - 33 * 
fighcjfor G od is at ; hand to them who are righteous 
of harte, and will line the humble in ipirict. 

Thus for thistyme (my Lord) f write *vnto you,fup- 
pcefiing the reft in filence ; 'vnttll ifee whether my fteech 
may fatten enyon y and bring forth of you fruites wor¬ 
thy of pennance y that I may heare by thereportc of other s y 
and congratulate with them who shall tell met ; your 
fount and king was dead but tsreuiued > was loft , but 
is found again*.If foe bee thatyou will not heare mee who 


was accustomed to fray for you with abundance of tcares 
and exceeding fighes beef ore the Makefile of the body of 
thrift v* well ajfuredly in the fame place cry outagainft 
you and fay < Aryfe ( 6 Lord) admdgethy caufe 9 eall to 
mynde the fcornesand ininryes which are all day long 
offered by the k^ng of England and his to thee and thyne y 
forget not the reprochesof thy Church which thou haft 
founded with tby blood\ rcuenge (0 Lord) the blood of thy 
JeruantesaffliShont whichare heeyondnumber y infinite $ 
the fryde of thefe who hate andperjecutc thee and thyne 9 
afeendethfie high y as 'wee cannot longer tndure themlMy 
Lordandkmg , wha'fieuer your followers haue commit* 
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ted, wtlldll bee required at your hands } forhcc apparent 
tly hath donne the iniury who hath gtuen occdfiofy ofdot¬ 
ing the iniury :*AJfurcdiy <vnlesyoU re fir dyne your han• 
des from diflurbmg the people,the fame ofthe uillmighty 
himfelfe wtll <vppon the fighes of the fettered % ntfonthe 
fighes of thofe who crye out to him, come in the rod of his 
fury , beecaufe the tyme is now at bond y to iudge againft 
you tuflice in equity, and in the feucriiy of bis Spirit: for 
bee kjiowcth how to tak^c away the Spirit of Princes, and 
is terrible among the kjnges of the earth : wee fpeal^e not 
thus'Unto you to cofound yourface,*or prouohe you to far - 
they indignation, and anger ,/ts perchance the malitious, 
( who f ivarme about you , and lye in wayte day and night 
for our dejlruUton, mdeauoring to alienate your mynde 
from 'Vs^wtll with their wnkedand'Vnittflfuggeji'ions 
whifpertng, murmur againjl f vs :Gtue them ( o God) ac- 
cordmgto their work^s,andaccordwgtothenaughtints 
of tbetr inuenttons J but that ipee may maj^eyou more can- 
tious and w#y in thepromfion and care of your foule,and 
caufeyou to auoyd the danger, that is euennow mfiantly 
at hand, and beecaufe h is our efpeciall charge to bee 
watchfullouer your foule, in rcgarde the care and goucr- 
onent thereof is commuted to 'Vs, as the kfng whereof wee 
mufl render an ac comp tin the dreadfull day of ludgment* 
Incline theereunto a willing eare , and'vfeour feruice 
as it shall pleafe you, foe long 'vs wet offend not *4 lb 
mighty God, nordealc with wicked difimulation to the 
yuertbowe of yourfoule and ours ,for what will it boote 
youtogaine the whole world with the danger of your 
palliation ? Confider with your felfe what is beecome of 
the Emperors, what of the hinges and other Vnnces , 
what of the *Archbishopps and Bi shoppe sour ancient pre- 
deceffours > They laboured tntheir day es y und other shaue 
fucceeded in their trauailles : what more £ See 'vanishesh. 
the : world and bis glory * Remember therefore your loft. 
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and you skill notfinnt eternally, andmoroeuertfyou haue 
offended you will then doeftnndnce. God fend yevdee- 
rtly bee lived grace well to fore , if in rue humility and 
fftedy ftnnunce you will bee converted to our Lord God 
Mlmighty. See fore you well agatne ind ettct. Thus 
faint Thomas. 

Hee dire&ed alfo other letters to the Bishoppes 
concerning the Hierarchical! order andvnity of the 
Catholicke Church, which bcegin in this forte. 

THOMAS BY THE GRACE OF GOD, 
the humble feruant oftheChurch of Canterbury, 
to all hisreuerend brethren the Bishoppcs 
of the Prouince of Canterbury 
fendeth greeting. 


I f Tote have a care to Hue as wee ought, (^ind within 
afewe wordes after. \ Kow concerning!he <vifible 
vnity of the Catholicise Church <vnder one head ; In the 
beeginning of the “Primitive-Church (as the bleffcd^ipo- 
fileteacheth) Chnfi aftending into heaven, that hee might 
fdljlll all , made truly feme ^dpofiles ,fome Vrophetts, 0- 
thers Evangelifiet, others Vapors andMafiers ,for the 
mfiruBion of Saintes y fortheworl{e of mtntflry, for the 
buylding of the body ofCbrift > neither yet were all offices 
tobee committed to one , but every member was to hee en¬ 
dowed with his proper officesand yet neuerthelefs in 
that forte y as the head, in whom as in a cajtle or certaine 
Capitoll all the fenfes of <vertues are affcmbled together, 
nay prouyde for all and every particular \ and'allonthe 
other fyde may obey the head accordingtothetr feverall 
conditions. The D oiler of the GenttUs,wha gloryeth’that 
hee learned not the Gofpcll .eitherofmart, or bymart, but 
teas infiruBed by Chrsfi, went vp to ferufalem and con¬ 
ferred with the Prince.of the Churches concerning mdt] 
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ters offayth Itajlhee should run or hudrunin’Vayne.Ani 
> us it appeareth by many examples.,all fiscddet oft he Gof- 
pcll retumtto the feu from xv hence they hud their origi- 1 
nail; to the end they muy flowe ugaint ,for the fosmtutste 
cffuradifiisone , but deutdedinto many riuers , thut 
thereby it muy on all fydesmater the eartk.'Wbodoubteth 
the Church of Byrne to be the heud of ull Churches, 
Und fountuyne of C uthoUtkf do Hr me ^ If/be is 
ignorant thut the /{eyes of the t /{tngdome of. beauen 
mere delivered to feeler ? Doth not the frame ofthe whole 
Church aryfe on the fay th and Docirtne f fee ter„ ‘XJnti/l 
meedue ullmeete before Cbrtft inaperfebl moot, in the 
'vuityoffaytb,and acknowledgment tfthefonae of Godl 
( And after wardes .) But ivhofieuer bee bee thut wa- 
tereth or planteth, G odgtueth encretfe to none, but him, 
robo buth p lented on the fuyth offeeter, and humbleth i 

htmfdfe <rjnto his dodlrine. Tu hm truly are referredtfe 
iudgmentes if tbefeofle which orevfgreatefi importanOe, 
to bee txMsmtedbytht f ope of Byrne ^andtheMagtJlrates 
fub ordinate to bun in the Counts of the Church, that they 
who are uftjlumtcs in partaking the cure » muy excerctfi 
the power committed to their ,f barge %fbe attbcfretfi 
whenhee cannot determine amatter incident to the fiocke 
of his parish, may referre the fume to bis Si shop , mho 
fubmitteth thingsfurmountinghis reach alfototheAnb - 
bishop or Metnfohtune , from whom tr batfoeuer ts sf u 
greutejl importance , is referued vnto the high Bishop 
ofByme.T his order hath fetter taught tss, u/idchcfume 
huththe CatbolukeChurch obfiruedytmo this day, ntt- 
thtrhy Gods grace shall it eutr bee enerthfomnc wbut- 
fieuer iniquity attempted) againjlil. 

iUaertbclep in the kingdom of England ( which i 
cannot withoutexceedinggrtefe recall to mytdjmwnb-> 
out t cares declare) they prefume wonderfuUyagatuft fet¬ 
ter. The authority of the Apvfjloliche Sea ( as much us , 
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lyth in ptruerjc Potentates ) is extenuated and indange - 
retf>rvhylc they who of necefitty are compelled forper- 
farnmgtkeir penndnte orprocuring the commodity of their 
fifths, or other wife in the duty of <vifitdti§n totrduell 
mrtoour Lord the Pope> arc kindred in their tourney , 
ficykdjsarily handled , and forbidden to pajfe the feus 
cither bythefc who feekg out occafions to cowmitt mif- 
ehtefcs , $r by others who are compelled to taf^e oathes 
firrtfiuyningClearkes dnd Penitents in this fayd tour- 
tty ^nd therefore in regard they lay violent hdndes on 
the Cler^ie , theyincurre by their owned fie the condem- 
fution of accurfin *; which is the reafonthat wee vfing 
the authority of the Church ofBjme * doe command your 
brotherhood , charging yet by the * 4 pofolickp power in' 
tbevertue of obedience} and <vpon the perill and hazard 
of your order that yee denounce them publicity* excom- 
imitate , andcaufethem foe to bee declared throughout 
yonvDiocefes > who lay violent handes on the Clergie: 
**d that yee command your neigbheuringBishoppcs by the 
eutbotky of our Lord the Tope and dlfo of vs to 
ferforme the fame likertrife in thier Bis hop priests. 

Moreeuerin the fame manner , and vnaer the fame 
f*yne wee command yee to denounce to fucb as hinder^ip- 
fellantes or Penitents from trauailing to our Lord the 
or vs, that they incurre the fentence cfaccurfng,a» 
mil as they who doe it in proper per/on , as a Ifo the /{in- 
l" officers who conftrdyne others to this beynous offence. 
J-nd for fuchds beeing enforced thereunto > haue fallen 
'vnlawfull odtbes to hinder thefe afore fayd pajfengers, 
wee abfolue them from their oathes, whereby they may 
htcrcafter defififromfoegreat eh Jinne y and bteingpenitent 
for their offence, leame rather to obey God then man . 1 / 
*ny one in feeding to right his Churchy andconferuethe 
ttitegrity of his faith to the *Apoftolickp Sea, dreader h cn* 
fmg difcowmStyts, ki him r<member how the Church 
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with far movif*fay andprofitt purchdfeth *vcrtuc > tberi 
temporal l treafurcs y and that Chrifl who raigneth otter 
the Cburcbof Rjme rejirdyneth the powers ofhis aduer- 
faryes , and bee who shall punish the mighty might ely y 
tvtll chafiife lil^ewije all dijobedience y not only bringing 
the poore to iugdment \ but alfo humbling the glorious of 
this world to the minifiry of theChurch , agawfi which 
the wry gates of hell shall not preuayle . 

Bee ashamed ( mofi deerely beeloued) to put in praBife 
runiufiiudgmentes y infnchforte as the peeres of taking' 
dome infulting <vpbrayd yee faying ; If a poors man com - 
mitteth a light offence y bee is»presently excommunicated 
by yee and your officers y but if a rich per font ranfgrejfcth y 

hec is not fo mucbas with a word chafiifcd \ whereby 
fcandalls may on euery fyde bee retorted on fuchiudges . 
*And cangreatepowers againfi the poore foe rage} Look* 

therefore to your felues\and your Churches y leafi if yee 

dtffemble the iniuryes of the Bjomane Church y yee may 
bee iufily thought to conspire with{tbc impious againft 
her y andto haue foreflalledtht ivayes of tbofe who w* 1 - 
ked y that yee might raifeyour commodityes *vpon the 
Churches Ioffe . Remember rather how our fathers at- 
chiued faluationjby whatmeanes y and bow great tribu^ 
lationsthe Church bath cm reafed y and bin dilated y what 
huge Jformes the ship of Teeter hath efcaped y hauittg 
Chnfi for her Ti let • Thus did faint Thomas write to 
his Clergy. 

ANNO DOM. 1^7. 


Nowbeeginneth the yeere of our redemption 1167* 
with die xv. Indidlionj when Pope Alexander vn- 
derftanding as well by the letters or the king of En¬ 
gland ,as aiio from others beeing Bishoppes the Suf- 
rraganes of faint Thomas , that was persecuted by 
them, and his moft Worthy proceeding.es condemned 

as 
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as hideous offences , to the end hee might rayfe him 
abouc his aduerfarys > and humble them to his obe¬ 
dience, hee ordaynedaking moft worthie of pray fe> 
which was to make the holy Archbishop with moft 
ample authority Legate of the Apoftolicke S ea. The 
Popes letters are yet extant indighted for thatpurpole 
intnefewordes. 

Alexander feruante of the feruantes of 
God to this beeloued brother Thomas 
Archbishoppe of Canterbury fendeth 
greeting ana his Apoftolicall blcffing. 

T hemojlholy Church ofRj>me hath bin euer accustomed saint p The- 
totmbracc with greater charity > andprefer inglory and mas made 
honor y per fins of eminent worth ^ and themcfyccially Legate ala. 
vobom she kjioweeh to bee moft renowned for h$nefty > ** re 
wfidome y lcrning y and excellency of e vertues \ Confide- opting only 
ringtherefore the constancy of your demtion and faith, the Proumce 
wherinyouhaue perfifted as an <vnm*ucable pillar for the of Torkr 
Church ofGod , and Weighing wit hall the fingular pm * 
dence y of your integrity , lerning y and dtfcretionftvhcriu 
you are kjtowneto furpajje others , wee thought it Wor - 
thicto hue and honor with a certaine peculiar friuiledge 
and more excellent prer ogatiue your pet fin foe adorned 
with the infignesof fucb high <vertues , and with our 
‘vfaall bounty toprouuic , and with a more tender care to 
procure your good and commodity. This is the caufi that 
with our Iputng fauor wee grant and be eft owe on you the 
Legantine authority ouer all England ( excepting only 
the •Archbisbopprickg of Tor he ) to the end that withtri 
your iurifdiB ton in our place and authority, you correft 
tvhat you find wort hie amendment a and that to the ho¬ 
nor ofGod t and ofthe holy Church ofB^me* and for the 
faluation of fifties you doeconftitute , butyld \ and plant ± 
whatfieuet is to bte fit led andplanted : wherefore Wei 
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admonish , yea wee command your brotherhood that you 
dtfyofc allt hinge s, extirpate vices and plant e vertues in 
our L ordes vynycard with that prudence and difcretim , 
. which Mlmiphty Cod hath beejtowedonyou . Dated at 
Auigni on thefeauenth of the Ides of 0Bober. 

Heeieunto were alfo added ether letters of Pope 
Alexanders, beeing written for the fame purpofe to 
the Clergy of the Piouince of j Canterbury : And 
others like wife for gathering of faint Peeters Pence 
which the king had beefore (as wee fee) forbidden) 
all which were caryd into England and receaued by 
the Bishop of London, who certifyed the king of all, 
lib. i.lpift. wry ting in this forte vnto him. 

i )t i e af Hcnr r King of England, Gylbert Bi- 

iji. 1 shop of London. 

The Bishop Sobige a weyght of comm an dement cs doth (my Lord) 
of Londons at this tymeoPpreJfe vs,foe great an authority bcefeegab 
letter to king vs* as copel led by extrcame ntcefsity,wee are enforcedh 
Henry con - btifeech cotwfcll and with alt afsiftance fromy&urMa? 
icrning the f e jfc e : f or what the Jlpofollicallauthority commandetb, 
dates ^ cannot with xApfcale beefufpended,neither can there bee 

any remedy againji his Mandate , fince wee muji needes 
fulfill his precept, cr incurre the offence of dtfobedienct. 
For beeing on faint Tales day in London at thc*Altar, 
wee receaued from thehandes^of a cert aide Mefsingcr , 
altogether vnkjiownc to vs, our Lord the Topes letters , 
whereby was gramted , and by authority confirmed vnto 
the Lord of Canterbury the Legantynepower ouer all En¬ 
gland, excepting only the ^trchbisbopprickjc ofTorhf : 
Moroeuer all wee the Bt shops of the fyngdome were by 
the fame authority inioyned with all humility to obey 
him as the Legate of thc+Apoftolicall Sea ; and at his call¬ 
ing without any contradttliontoajfemble our. felnes toge¬ 
ther, toyeclde him an accompt of all t hinges appertayning 
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tptitt office y and abfoluttly ^undertake to obferueywhal- 
feuer bee shall decree^and Ufly , that wee shall enforce 
dl who by yoUr commandement haue receauedthereue - 
Vues andgoodes of the Clear kes bee longing to the ^£rch~ 
bishop in theirabfence to ma^f full ref itution andfatis - 
fA&hntothe owners within two monthes , other wife to 
bee denouncedac turfed without any appeale at all to the 
contrary. V/je are beefidgs.required to gather ef^ur^ Peeteis 
brethren the Bishoppes faint Teeters pence, and to deliuer t €nn y es - 
the fame fealed ‘Vf to fucb Mefsingers as shall bee def¬ 
ined for that purpofe. *And withall commanded tofend 
or de litter the Utters of the fayd Legantyne authority to¬ 
gether with the letters of the ^Archbishop to fundry Bi - 
shoppes according to their feuerall directions , and not to 
emitttbity ‘vndcrpaync of infringingthe integrity of oUr 
ftate and order • 

frojlratc therefore in barte wee humbly beefieShe at 
the fete ofyeurMaiefie that you will not , ip? regard of 
the weighty affaires beelonging to the charge of your king* 
dime neglect to confyder of r Us % but to prouide out ofyour 
princely piety foe for ws , as wee bee not to our et email 
infamy thrownefromallto mtbingy which youmay con¬ 
veniently doe y if you condefcend by your leaue to obey the 
dpofloltckc commandementesy and ref otingfaint Teeters 
petue+and through your mercy? the Clearies to theirowne* 
ft* cotmpandall the Bishoppes y that if they canfinde anf 
tbi «g in fix lArchbishoppes Utters to make againf the 
cuftomes of thekingdome , theyprefently with all confi¬ 
dence appeale <vnto the,Topes holines or his Legates 
which are directed<vnt o 'Vs j foe shall you doCy a w orJ\e 
of mercy , prefer ue *vsfrom the guilt of difobedtencCy and 
by the common appeale of ally defend our canfe from re - 
ceautng any detriment* Our Lord,infruft you to doe his 
Willytnd rede erne <vs out ofthe flreightts wherin wee are 
atthrs infant plunged* Harwell mofl bee lotted Lord in 
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Cbrtfi. And thus London painting the wall without 
temperature, whilftwith the remedy of appeals, and 
not absolute obedience, heecouiuelledthe king to 
redrcfle thismatter- 

But Tbetnas now{ Strengthened with the moft am¬ 
ple power of the Apoftolicall Legation, letting afyde 
S. Thomas delay, failed aownewhat watto bee cult and correc- 
txectutth ted,'plucked vp the baftaql plantes, which had now 

hisLogatynt beeyondall rightandreafontakendeepe rootes, and 
nut tnty. Jjgjyjg a fannein thehand of our Lord, vnder- 
^ tooke with his greate labour to fcperate the chaffe 

I from the corne,nnding in altfrings not only the kinge 

himielfe, but alio the Bishoppes ms moft bitter aduer- 
Saries, whom neither by benefittspior admonitions hee 
could euer bring to better pafle, but indured them ftill 
as the moft vile deprauers pf his a&ionsto the king. 
Yet that hee may not appeare negligent in his office, 
hee awaked theflougtnmll, restrained the wanderers, 
and thole whom hee found in regarde of their abho- 
minable cry mes altogether vnworthie hee cut them of 
from the communion of the Catholike Church, as 
rotten members from a found body: All which isli- 
gnifyed by the letters hee wrote this prefent yeereout 
of Ftance into England to the Bishops Subicdt to his 
charge, which bceing recorded among other his Epi- 
ftells, are to beereadin this forte. 
codi vat. Thomas by the grace of God the humble 
hb. i. tftfl. feruantc of the Church of Canterbury , to 
,6 - his reuerent brethren the Bishop of Lon¬ 

don and other Bishoppes of the whole 
Prouince of Canterbury wisheth foe to 
pafle through temporal! felicity, as they 
loofc not etcrnall. 

?>ly tnojl bccloutd£rtttbrtn>xoby rife yet not xottbmte 
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tgainfi the malicious}^/hyfiadyeenot with meeagainjl s. Thomas 
the work** of iniquity ? Jtreyec ignorant that cur Lord by his Epifiel 
will diLperfe the bones of them xvhopleafe mcn> They to f fi£ist j^ 
shall bee confounded, breast*fc our Lord hath defpifed 
them . Tour dtferetion fufficiently vnderjlandctb, that an ^ nce 
error Hot refified* is approued : and truth not defended, 
is opprefled: And by theteftimony of faint Gregory, pfalm.jxi 
hee feemeth to confent to the erronious, who ellay eth 
not to reformewhat is to bee amended.Hf erehy is appa - 
rant , that wee hauc too long , and too much forborne the 
kjng ofEngland* nor yet hath the Church of God reaped 
any commodity by this our enduring. It feemeth dange¬ 
rous and intolerable for vs to leaueany longer ^unpuni¬ 
shed ( hitherto wee haue done ) foe greate.excejfes of him 
and his officers againjl the Church of God and Ecclefiajlt /- 
call perf ms , especially fince wee haue very often endea¬ 
vored by meJJ'angers , letters, and all manner ofmeanes 
(asbeecame vs) to recall himfrom hisperuerfe purpofe. 

Beecaufe therefore hee will hardly afforac vs the hearings 
and much lejfeattentiucly Itdcn vnto vs , wee hauc with 
inuofation of the grace of the holy ghofte publicity con¬ 
demned and declared as Voyd thatdeedeofwryttng tod 
gether with the authority of that indenture whenn art 
contaynedjtot cufiomes 9 hut rather tbofe wicked deuices* 
by which the Church of England is difturbed and con*> 
founded,andhaue alf itxcommunicated all the obferuers* 
exactors , counfellors , afiiftantes >and defenders of the 
famefanddoeabfolue bytheauthprttyofGodandvsy all 
yecBiskoppes from thatpromife,whereby yee were bound* 
contrary to the confiitutionofthe Church for the obferua~ t 
tion of them • 

for who can make doubt, but that the V reifies of Cbrijl 
should bee ejleemcd the fathers and Maiflers of hinges, 
9rinces*andallfaithfull heeleeuers. Is it not a miserable 
madntsifthe finne should endeauour to bring the father* 

1 iii 
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of the fcho tier the Majler ^vrtder hisfubiedion , and with 
•vnlawfull b Andes tofib due unto bts will the partie by , 
whom his faith telleth him that not only in earth bat alfe 
inhcaucnhee may bee tytdand loofedt wherefore thatyee 
may not fall into the lapfe of this fentence , vt)ee hauead- 
iudged r voydthe authority of this obligation , and the 
fchedule itfelfe with all the enormityes contayned there¬ 
in, and hane tjpccially declared it of noforce in theft 
thinges enfuing. 

i. That no man shall appeale to the Apo- 
llolike Sea, vpon any caufe * withont the kin* 
ges licence. N 

z. That it shall not bee lawfull for an Arch¬ 
bishop or Bishop to departe out of the king- 
dome, and come at the calling of our Lord 
t hcPope without our Lord the kinges licence. 

3. That it shall nor bee lawfuil for a Bishop 
to excommunicare any one houlding of the 
kinge incheyfe without the kinges licence, 
or to interdict his land, or the lander of his 
Officers. 

4. That it shall not bee lawfaull for a Bi¬ 
shop to punish any one for periury, or profs- 
hing his faith. 

5. That Clearkes shall bee bounde to bee 
tryed beefore fecular Tribunalies. 

6 . That the Laycty, or kinge,or any others 
shall handle caufcsbeeloging to the Church, 
prTythes, or others of like nature. 

Wee denounce alfo as excommunicate, 
and hauc excommunicated by namelohnde 
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Oxeforde, who hath fallen into a damnable 
herefie>by making oathe to’the Scyfmaticks, 
thereby thefcyfmeallmoft* extinguished in 
Almayne, reuiued ageinc,alfoby communi¬ 
cating with that infamous Scyfmatick Reynold, 
Archbishop of Colon, and laftly beecaufeagainft 
the commandement of our Lord the Pope 
and vs > hecvfurped to himfelfc the Deanry 
of the Church of Salisbury >vhich a €ke as con¬ 
trary to law, and & pernicious example to the 
Church of God, wee haue condemned and 
declaredasvoyde, commanding the Bishop 
of Salisbury , and his Chapter in the vertue of 
Obedience,and perill of their order,that vpon 
fight of our letters they neuer heereaftec for 
that reafon repute him Deane. 

Weehane likewife denounced excommuni- 
te and haue excommunicated Richard do 
Iueceftcr for his fall into the fame damned 
herefie for communicating with Reynold 
the Scyfmaticke of Colen, and for deuifing 
end pra&ifing all mifeheefes by combining 
with the Scy fmatickes and thofe Allmaynes 
to the ouerthrowc of God and his Church, 
and efpecially the Church of Rome, and by 
contra&ing couenantes beetweene our Lord 
the King and them. 

Wee haue in like forte excommunicated 
Richard de Lucy and Iocelinede Baliol ,who 

Iiiij 
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haue bin the authors and framers of thofc 
wicked dcuifes, andRaynulph dcBrocwho 
poflefled, and with houldeth the goods of the 
Church of Canterbury which are by right 
the almes of the poore , and hath apprehen¬ 
ded our followers as well of the Clergy as 
Layety, and detayncth themprifoners. 

.Wee excommunicate moreoucr Hugh de 
Clare and Thomas Fitz-Bcrnard who haue 
alfo feized on the goods and poffcfltons of 
the Church of Canterbury % ithout our con- 
niuence, and as yet with hopld the fame. wee 
haue laftly inuolued in thisfentence of ex¬ 
communication all fuch as shall hcereafter 
lay violent handes without our will and con *• 
fent on the poffcflions and goodes of the 
Church of Canterbury. Afterwardcs hce in- 
ferteth the decrees of the Bishoppes of 
Rome, whereinfuch as thefe are fayde to bee # 
condemned for excommunicate, and wherby 
the fentence pronounced by him is appro- { 
ued. All which beeingrehearfed hee addetb L 
thus. And weeinioyneyou(Brotherand Bi- 1 
shop of London ) in the vertue of obedience, ft 
that presently you manifeft and shew thefe 1 
our letters to all our reuerent brethren and I 
affociate Bishoppes of our Frouince. Fa- I 
rewell in Chrift , and inftantly pray for I 
ys. I 
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Thus wrote hee to London and other Bishoppes of 
his Prouince. Saint Thomas didalfo certify the Arch¬ 
bishop of Rome , of this excommunication foe de¬ 
nounced. Beefides hee fenta letter to Pope Alexander 
of the fame lubie&e, beefecching him to confirme the 
fentence which hee had published againft them: Alio 
to Hyacinth and Henry of Pyla Cardinalles. And 
other letters are extant which were direded to the 
Bishop of London, and theliketothe Chapter there. 
And to the lame effeft did hee write to Robert Bishop 
ofHereforde concerning this excommunication,whicn 
Roger recyteth in the Annalls of England the yeere 
following: But thelettersto Pope Alexander for ex-, 
communicating the king of England ate thus in- 
dighted. 

To his mod decrely beeloued Father A- 
lexander by the grace of God high Bishop, 
Thomas thehumble feruant of the Church 
of Canterbury fendeth his dewe and de- 
uoute obedience. 

Longdnd oucrlong hdue 1 endured ( moji beloued fit her) 
txpe&ing thereformdtion of the QngofEngUnd , nor red- 
fed dnyfrvitedtdllof my fdtience ; but rdther exceed¬ 
ingly encrcdfed the Ioffe dnd<vtter overthrows of the av- 
tharity dnd liberty of the Church of God , while 1 hdue 
thus •vnddui/edly forborne. Often hdue 1 Admonished 
him by religious dnd convenient mefsingers , dnd tndny 
tymes inuitedhim to moke due fdtisfd&ton i I hdue dlfi 
tndde hnowneto him by letters (the coppycs whereof l 
hdue fent to your holmes) thediuine dndfeueere iujtice 
dnd revenge of Godvnlejfe hee Amended his life : But hee 
neuertheleffe woxedJltll worfcr dnd worfer , trending 
more •vnderfoote dnd deprefiwgtbe Church of God } dnd 
continuing his perfecution dgdinft my filfe dndthofc exi~ 
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led with met in fnch fortt, ds bee dttempteth by thredtes 
dndterroursto bcereaue of their benefiutsdnd comodityes 
the ferudntes of the Allmighty, who for Cods fdke *nd ' 

yours frouyde vs fuftcntdtion : For bet did wryte to the 
•Abbot oft be Cifttrcidnsytbdt ds bee tendredtht Abbeyes \ 

of his order which were wit bin his dominions,hee should 
bdnish <vsfrom dll bene fit t and fociety ofhis ftyd order. 
Whdtneede l morewordes * The hdrddnd cruell Jed- 
linges of thekjngtdnd his officers hdue tncredfed totbdt 
heygth by our endurdnce, ds by reports of religious men, 
mho, ifit pledfeth your ho lines, shdll dffirme tbefdtne by 
odthe , shdll bee in order deliuered <vnto you. And [ 
wonder if your bolines will giue.credit to foefirnnge d 
thing foe confidntly declared. Confidering therefore in 
grcdt freightes andgrefe ofmynde, dnd wtyghing the > 
ddngerds well of the king, dt of your holines, 1 publicity 
condemned thofepernittous not cujlomes, but fnbtell de~~ 
eeyptes dtid wickeddeutfes , by which the Church of En‘ \ 

gldndis difturbeddnd confounded together with the inr 
firument itfelfe dnd the nut hority of the obligdtion ‘, the 1 

ground oftheir eonfirmdtion : And didgenerdlly excom- 
municdte ds well the obferaersds the ExdHors , together 
with the Vdtrons fduortrs, counft’Hire, dnd dbettors of 

the fane of w hue eftdte feuer they were, either of the 

Clergie or Ldyety. And dbfitted our Bishops from tbdt 
odthe, whereby they were violently bounde to the obfer- 
Udtion of them. And thefe dre the thinges which m thdt 

wrytingor obligdtion \hdueefpccidlly condemned. 

1. That they shall not appealeto the Apo- 
ftolickc Sea, without the kings licence. 

2. That it shall not bee lawfull for Bishops 
to queftion any man of periury or violating 
his faith. 
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3. That it shall not bee lair efull for a Bishop 
to excommunicate any manhouldiog of the 
king in cheife, ortoinderdi&his land,or the 
laudes of his officers without the kinges li¬ 
cence. 

4. That Clearkes or Religious men bee 
drawne to the fecular Iudgments. 

5. That theLayety, the king, or any others 
handle caufes concerning the Church or ty- 
thes. 

6 . That it shall not bee lawfull for an Arch * 
bishop or Bishop to departe the lad and come 
at the calling of our Lord the Pope with¬ 
out the kinges licence. 

With others of this fashion. And namely Tbt n mu 
I haue excommunicated Iohn de Oxeforde. ofthuxtmi 
▼ho communicated with that excommunica- mU wU, »- 
ted Scylmaticke Reynold of Colen , and 
contrary to the commandment ofyout ho- 
lines ,and vs, vfurped theDcarny of the 
Church of Salisbury, and madectath in the 
Emperors courte for renuing the Scyfme. 

Wee haue alfo denounced for excommuni¬ 
cate Richard dclueccfter ,bcecaufe hee fell 
into the fame condemned herefy by commu¬ 
nicating with that infamous Scifmatick of 
Colen, deuyfing and contriuing all mifchei- 
fes with the S cifmatick and thofe Allmaynes 
to the definition of the Church of God, 
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efpecially of the Roman Church, by meanes 
ofcouenantescontra&ed beetweenethe king 
of England and them. Wee haue pronoun¬ 
ced likewife the fame fentence on Richard 
de Lucy and Iocclin de Baliol, who were fa- 
uorersof the kinges tyrany , and framers of 
thofe hereticalloffences, withRaynulph de 
Broc,Hugh de lain ft Clare andThomas Fitz- 
Bernard, who vfurped without our licence 
and confent the pofTeflions and goodes of 
the Church of Canterburyj and lafHy wee 
haue excommunicated all who contrary to 
our will and afTent lay handes on the poffef- 
fions and goods of the Church of Canterbu¬ 
ry. Concerning the king himfelfe > wee haue 
not as yet perfonally excommunicated him, 
cxpe&ing awhile his amendment, whom nc- 
uerthclclfe wee will not forbeare to excom¬ 
municate > vnleshce fpeedely reforme him- 
felfe, and receaue difeipline forthefe his di- 
forders. To the end therefore (moll bleded 
father ) the authorit y of the Apoftolicke Sea, 
and liberty of the Church of God, which in 
our partes are allmoll wholy perished, may 
howfoeuer bee againe able to bee rellored, it 
is necelTary , and by all meanes expedient, 
that what wee haue do*.,, may by you bee 
absolutely ratify ed, and with your letters con¬ 
firmed. Andfoewee wish your Holines long 
to profper and flourish. 
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The reafon why faint Thomas did not excommu¬ 
nicate the king, which hee was prepared now to doe, 
and was of the king foe much feared, is thus declared 
by John of Salisbury in hisEpiftle to the Bishop of 
Exceter. Hauing lately alyembled to a counfell at 
Chynon, his peeres and familiars, w ho are knowne to 
hauethe fleyghtandpra&ile forcontriuing mifohee- 
fes, and are wife todeuifo and effeete wickednes, hee 
carefuly inquired many wayes with forerunning 
threates & proteftations, what w#re beft to bee adiii- 
fedto preiudice the Church, greeuoufly complay- 
ning not without groanes, and many fighes, yea very 
teares (asjthe ftanders by reported) of the Archbi¬ 
shop of Canterbury, faying that Canterbury would 
depriue him both of body and foule; intheend hee 
afhrmed. they were all tray tors who would not with 
their vttermoftendeauors and diligence foeketode- 
liuer him from the moleftation of this oneman.Hee- 
reupomy Lord of Roane was fomewhat moued in re¬ 
gard ofthefowordes,reprouing him, but mildy ac¬ 
cording to his fashion, in the fpiritt of lenity; whereas 
checaufoof Allmighty God required rather the foirit 
of feuerity ad theauthority of d Bishop to bee apply ed 
to his wound, who languisheth both in reafon and in 
faith; for the greife was the greater, by thepreflure 
of the feare conceaued out of'the letters written by 
Canterbury to him and his mother (the coppies whcr- 
of are font you) for hee feard, and not witnout caufo* 
leaft by the authority and commandement of the Po - 
pes holines, the fentenceof Interdiftion should bee 
inftantly pronounced againft his land, and the like of 
Accurfing againft his perfon: Caught therfore in 
, thefo ftreyghtes, the Bishop of Lexouin fayd there 
remayned one remedy, which was to ftay this fon- 
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tehee ( now ready to ftrike him) with the barreof 

Appeale. 

So I knowe not how (but that truth the more it 
is refilled the more it excelleth: and iuftice the more 1 
refiftedche more preuayleth) Whilethe kingendea- : 
uored by his ancient cuftomes to ouerthrowe Appea- 
. let added greater ftrength vnto them, beeing himfelfe 
for his owne fafegard conftray ned to fly e to the refine 
of Appeales. ^ 

And therefore fr#m this Parliament, as from the 
face of God and their king , werediipatched in all 
hafte thg Bishop of Lexouine and likewife Sagien to 
the often named Lord of Canterbury to the end that 
by the mterpofitionof an Appeale they might fufpend 
the fencence vntill the O ftaues of Eafter. The Arch¬ 
bishop of Roane vndertooke this iomey alfo with 
them, not as an Appealant (as hee profefled ) but as 
mediator for peace;, a thing hee much defired. But our 
Archbishop beeing euen now in hand to dcliuer this 
fencence, trauelled to the citty of S weflbn, to the end 
hee might there commend the care of this controuer- 
fy by prayers toour Blelledlady (whofe memory is 
there renowned) to faint Draufius ,vnto whommen 
in their fightes haue refuge ,and to faint Gregory the 
ApolUe of the Church of England who lyetn in the 
fame towne iiitombed; faint Draufius is a moil glo¬ 
rious Confcflor, who (as they of Prince and Lorai- 
gnebeelieue) makeththe C hampions that watch and 
pray all night at his reli(juesimhncible,foeas both out 
of Burgundy and I taly men in fuch necefEtyes haue 
recourlevntohimtFor Robert de Mount-fortebeeirig 
to incounterwith Henry of Effbx, vied there the fame 
deuotion ; wherefore iby this chance, through the . , 
workeofAlhnightyGod, was! madefrufbrajteche di¬ 
ligent exploy te of thefe king-pleahng Bishoppesjbee- . 
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caule comming to Pontiniakc they found not the 
Archbishop whom they should appeale, but deluded 
of t 'their ptupole, they returned with complaynte that 
they beeftoWed their money and trauell, and profited 
nothing. ‘ ' . 

The Archbishop hauing watched three days Sc 
nightes beforethereliquesofthefeSaintes»the mor- A 
row after the Afcenfion haftened his ionrney toward 
des Vizelliac to the end that t h ere h ee might on Whit- 
fonday proceede to th^fentence of Acturfing again (1 
the king and his adherents. But by the prouidence of 
God it hatmed beeing in the Church at Regitanethe 
ftyday before the fame feaft, it was reported to him 
as a thing moft cert ay ne, that the king of England 
was taken with adelperate ficknes, (oe as hee could 
notcomekoa Parlee with the king ofFranee,beeingfe 
matter hee greatly defiled and deerely purchafed, but 
wasenforced to lend Richard de Poyters,and Richard 
deHumectomakehis excufe, whoproferd by oath 
toauerre this thecaufeof hisabfence: by reaion the¬ 
refore of this, beeing deliuered to the Archbishop by 
a Meffinger from the king of France , hee deferred 
the denouncing of this lentence againft the king. 
Thus far lohnofSalusbury concerning the delay of 
this fentence againft the king. Then heeproededeth 
to fpeake, of the excommunication of them. Whom 
Wee reade to bee ipecifyed by name in the letters to 
theBishoppe of London,and of the accutfed cuftomes 
there'condemned by him, and how w ith other letters 
yctagaine hee lent his laftand peremptory admonition 
vntotheking. 

But forthe king (fay th Salisbury) whomheehad 
beeforeas well by letters as Meffingers, with refpedt. 
ofhis regality , according to the cuftomes of the 
Church, iiuuted tolausfa&ion; hee fummoned him 
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now with a publick citation to the ftuites of pen* 
nance , threatening hee would shortly pronounce 
againft him thefentence of excommunication ,vnles 
hee reformed hisabufes, and made farisfadtion for 
thele foe greatc and wicked attempts againft the 
Church j which neuertheles hee would not doe, but 
by conftfaynte againft his will: neitherwasanyofhis 
feruantes inclyning to bee the Meffinger ofhisfen- 
tence as yet (upended faint Thomas in his Epiftle to 
Pope Alexander write .h thus. 


. W te hdue nor yet pronounced ourfenttnce on the kjngt 

y * Epift t er f on >butitm*ybeemeev>illdoeit i , vnlesbceconuer- 
jjj 1 ' * tetbhis error r, And <vf on theft our Admonitions tmbrd- 

3 teth- diftipline. Thus much faint Thomas. 

Cod. Vst. But how the king, dreading this, interpofed an 
W. t. Sfifi. Appeale,isdeclrared in a letter written by Iohn ofSa- 
vt. hfbury to the Bishop of Excefter, whereheebeegin* 

ncth from the Appeale of the Bishops in this forte. 
How as touching the publicke eftate, this was after- 
Wardesdiuulged, by the affirmation of many} how all 
Tho Bithoft the Bishoppes of England aflembled by the kinges 
intorpoft *» commandement, to the end the fentence promulged 
ApfidU, by my Lord the Pope might not take place, they ap¬ 

pealed againft their Archbishop, who for their fafety 
and the,liberty of the Church i was neither ashamed 
nor afrayd toexpofe his poifeffions and fortunes to 
the fpoyle of the wicked.Therecametohimnot long 
fincetwo of the Clergy (as one then pcefent at Poiv 
tiniake made certayne relation to mee) publishing 
thefe things and appealing, thefirft in tfiebeehalfc of 
the Lord Bishop of Salisbury, the othbtof his Deane,' 
abfolutely denying he made euer fiich oath to the 
Emperor or in forte communicated with Reynold, 
^the Scyfmatickeof Colenjonofthemaloii confeffing 
me was M. Iohn of Oxefordes clearkey and £a- 
, 'miliariy 
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Jniliarlv eonuerfed with him at the table, fay d hee had 
amellage from the king to the Archbishop , appea¬ 
ling in the name and beehalfe of his Maiefty ad by his The %i»£ 
commandement (as hee affirmed) fr o the Archbishop *pp**lcth. 
to Pope Alexanders audience, ancLtdded, that by him 
the king appealed, affigning fortheappeale the day 
wherin is fung Ego fumVajior lams. To whom the 
Archbishop replyed thus : Since you are altogether 
vnknown to vs, neither yet haue any Mandate or let¬ 
ters fromthe king, and are aperfotl excommunicate , , . 

by reafon of your communicating with your Mafter 
Idhn of Oxeford .Who is apparantly excommunica¬ 
ted by my Lord the Popes letters, you aredifenabled 
tovndertake the]office of an Appealant, and there ¬ 
fore by Gods grace wee will execute and accomplish 
the commandement of the Sea Apoftolieke. And a 
litleafeer. But all France wondred at the dealinges of 
thefeBishoppes,faying: They muft needes aflemble 
to prouidc a remedy for their king,whom they knewe 
( like the Emperor whole offence was his Scyfme) to 
fell daily deeper into the ruineoffinnp, in regard of 
the Church and Clergie , whole duerthrow hee 
Wrought. Thus Salisbury* 

Btlt the Bishoppes of England, Suffraganes to faint The Bishops 
Thomasbeeing netled with the lettersof their Arch- of England 
bishoppe, who gouernd as Legate a latere, flying baeom *d 
backe,neuer deuyfed (as they ought)co obey his com- uer f**y ts ** 
mandementes, to receaue profitable admonitions, to S ' T " om * s - 
prouide for the goods of the Catholicke common¬ 
wealth by redeeming it from miferable bondage, but 
rebelling , contend againft him for the king , with 
wry tinges ,wordes, and a&ions: and' foe far w§fe they 
of from defending the Church againft the ka >g 
(which was their office, and whcrenntothpholy faint 
by his letters exhorted Ehetn)fge far Were they (i fay ) 
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from reprehending and threatening him, by feting 
. \forth what arroWes were euen now uvehebowe ready 
toftrike (1 meane theEcclefiafticall cenfares ifluing 
out with Apoftolicall power from the Church of 
Rome) that they ray fed rather a terrible warre againft 
this holy Saint who defended the Ecclehafticall liber¬ 
ty , allay ling [him with the weapons of contentious 
wordes,to theopenfcandallofauCatholike Bishops 
that euer heardit,elpccially their neighboring Bishops 
of France^mongwnom this gloribus Confelfor Tho¬ 
mas liued as yet lecurely. And firft they aflaulted him 
with letters foe terrible,as to them|the uyingof Dauid 
Tfrtm, ij. rightly lute : The poyfon of Alpes lurked 

vnder their lippes, whole mouth was full of curling 
and bittemes, their feete were fwifte for the eifulion 
of blood:whilein the meanetymethey would difiem- 
bling feeme to bee pious, to bee peace makers, 
delxrous of Charity , carefull for brotherly con¬ 
cord , imitating fuchindeede of whom the Plalme 
pfalm f* aptly fayth; Theirfpeechesare made,fofterthenoyle, 
J ' ' and the lame are dartes. All this shall you better vn- 

derftand by reading their owne Epiftles written this 
prefent yeere. The Ring-leader of thefe difordered 
Bishops was London, for hee penned their letters, 
although written in all their names. 

Thefe letters are extarft, beeing either recyted by 
Roger in his Chronickles of England , or elle gathe¬ 
red outof the bookc of the Vaticane, where they are 
fet downe at large. And firft of all receaue thefe which 
next enfiie alter the former recyted Epiftles in this 
manner. 

To the reuerent Father and Lord Tho- 
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mas by the grace of God Archbishoppe 
of Canterbury > the Suffragan Bishoppes 
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of the fame Church and Parfonsthtough sUpfufEn. 
their Diocefes in feueral places ordayned ***** *° . 
doe fend their dutifull fubie&ion and obe- ‘ §m 
dience. 

W ee hope ( father ) that the troubles which were ray- 
fedby the new andvnexpeefedAttempt of your departure 
hence to tbefc fotraine countrtyts 9 would by the grace 
of Cod through your humility and wife dome bee changed 
into thtfaire calme of the former tranquility Jt was truly 
comfortable to vs that after your departure a publichf 
fame was euery where reported > how you lining in thofc 
partes beeyorid the feas , did me whit afpire in high con - * 
ceiptes , nor imagine any enterprifes againfl our L ordthe 
hinge and his hjngdome 9 but mode fly indured the v ri¬ 
der ta^en burden of your voluntary pouerty > that you 
were wholy bent to reading andprayer , redeeming with 
fajlmg , watching andteares , the loft tymeof yqur fore - 
faffed dayes, ana foe bufyedm Sferituall exerctfes y did 
through the blejfed encreaftng* of your vertues mbyte to 
the Bate of pnfeHiotr, wee reioyced that by fmb your 
enaeauors youtookje the way to recouertbc bcncfitte s'if 
* peaceable reconciliation ybeereby wasconceaued akopb 
that you could reduce from aboue into his Ddaieftiesharte 
fitch fauor y that hee would out of kingly mercy relent in 
his wrath towardesvs 9 andncuer recall to mmdeagaine 
theiniuryes offered in and by reafan of your departure y 
yourfreindesand wellwishers regaynedfomeaccejfevn- 
to hijMdieftie while thefe thingeswere thus dinulgedof 
yoH y in foe much as bee gratiously admittedall fuch as 
were futors for reftormg you into his former fauor. But 
now by the relation offome wee vnderftand which wee 
CAnnot but with gretfe remember , that you published ? 
Againfl him a feuere threatening of comminatory, whertn 
you let paffe all falutation , wherin you pra&ife not 

' y Digitiz&cTbyl^jOO^IC 



i;o The Ecclejiaftteall Hiftorie 

counfell or petition for pretending grace, wherein ytu 
netther deuife nor write Any thing thdt fauorethfaut- 
ruhly, but with all extremity doe rigoroujly menAce In¬ 
terdiction or excommunic*tio to bee tnftantly pronounced 
againft him, whith were it as sharpely executed At ids 
bitterly If oVen, wee should met then hope our diflurbed 
eftate would bee reduced to concord, but should fcure it 
Would bee inflamed with an irreuocable and eternall ha~ 
tred . Let your holy wife dome ponder the end of theft 
A&tons, carefully indetuoring that what is difereetely 
beegun, may It h* wife come to a happy conclufion. 

Bee therefore (if it fleafeth you) prudently aduifed 
whether you runne ,and whether you cAn by . thefe endea- 
<vors obtayne your defyred end •, for our partes wee.are 
falien downe by thefe your Attemptes, from amaxue lout 
' height b ofhopfe,atfd wee who conceaued once feme liveli¬ 
hood of obtayning tranquillity, are now With a Vina 
of heauydefp airecaft downe from all hopfull conceyptes, 
and whiljl as it were with drawne fword you ioync 
battel l ,you haue not leftfor your felfe any place for peti¬ 
tion. Whereupon (o father) wee charitably imparteto 
your aduife, that you beape not labors vpon labors,and 
iniuries on iniuryes, but fetting threatinges afyde, you 
would rather embrace patience and humtlyty. Commend 
your caufc to the dtuine clemency , and your felfe Co the 
grate and mercy ofyour Soueraigne, and in foe doing you 
shall beape andcafl together coales offirevpon the heades 
of manyi let charity in thisforte bee inkindled,and wher- 
in menaces cannot preuayle,byQods holy tnjpiration and 
the perfw “fiue counfell of good men, piety alone mayhap- 
pely conquer. It is better to bee highly commendedfor 'vo¬ 
lant ary pouerty, then bet open ly taxed by all men of ingra¬ 
titude for a receaued benefttt. It is deepely rooted in the 
mynds of all howgratious our Lord the king hath bin 
c vntoyou, <vntohow greate dignity hee hath rayfedyou 
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from poore degree , And recedueayou into the bofome of his 
fauor with a tnynd foe free, as the Ample boundes of hit 
dotninionredcbing from tbeKortberne Ocean to the Tire ■* 
nean Mountaynes were by himfoe abfolutelyfubteU 
to your power , As through all thofe princtp ality es they 
were only accomptedhappy, who could finde but fauor 
yourfigbt , And that no worldly mutability might ouer - 
thro we your prosperity, bee would lay your foundation 
mojl affuredly in poffefiion appertayning to Cod , And not^ 
withjlanding hismother dijfwaded , the reAlme cryd tut 
Agdtnfi it. And the Church of G 0 d ( as fAr as j bee could ) 
fighed And groaned t hcreAt yhceendeAHored ly all meanes 
pojhble to rayfeyoU alofre'Vnto the dignity of your pre¬ 
fens preferment, bopwghee should becreafcr raigne blef - v 
fedly ydndenioy your affiance and conn fell with exceed 
ding fecUYity. If therefore where hee expefted fecurity 
to defend him ,hee shall find a fword to offend him, what 
arumorwillbee Jprcadof you tnthemoutbes of dll men\ 
whdtArewdrd y what a remembrdnee will this bee of a 
rcquitdll neuer hedrd of beef ore > For be Are therefore (if 
foit hh^thyou ) to wrongyour fame, forbedre to iniure 
your renowne : AndendeAUor topuercome with humility 
your kingywith charity your fonne^J hereunto if our ad¬ 
monitions cannot m$ue you, the loue and fidelity you bcare 
to bis Holinesand thefacredfyman Church ought to in - 
dyne you : For you ought eafily to bee perfw acted not to 
attept Any thing, whereby to encreafe the Ubours of your 
Mother, who hath bin now long in troubles •, that her 
greifCywhicb allready lameteth the difobediece ofmdnyher 
*vndutifull children ,bee not cncredfedbythe Ioffe of thofe 
who remdynedsyet obedient . For xvhdt if foe by thefeyour 
hitter frouocdtions And cndcduors ( which God forbid) 
our king % whom through the Allmightys bounty x peofle 
Andbngdomes doe Attend % should reuolt from ourLotd 
the ¥ ope, And refuje perchance heereafterto folio we his 
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Holmes. VJhodenyeth btmaffiance againjl your felfe} 
tr herein y with what petitions y what giftes y with bow 
many and how great promtfes hath hee btnfoUcited ? whe¬ 
reas bee hath remayned hitherto firmly grounded on the 
rocke^ndas a Conqueror in the heyght of his magnanimi¬ 
ty contemned all the world could offer, one only feare re~ 
Jiethasyct , leafiheej whom neitherproferedricbesjtorall 
that in humaine glory ts accomptedpretious y could euer 
oncemoue , should in the end by the only indignation of his 
mynd bee ouerthrownc : which if by your default it 
should foefallout 9 you could neuer after with any rea- 
fun ferbeare to wafieyour felfe wholy in the Threancs of 
Ieremy , or deny your eyes a fountains of teares. 

Bacall therefore (if foe it pleafeth your excellency) 
thisconnfell , which if ttproceedeth y will hy all mednes 
bee truly pernicious to our Lbrdthc 96 pe 9 thcfacr€dBsj+ 
mane Church y and ( if itlihjeth you to<vnderftandit) 
alfoe to your felfe. But they about you, who mount bighefi 
in their owne conceiptes y will not fuffer youparchdnce to 
proceede on this way they exhorte you to ma^e tryall 
what you are able to doe againjl our Lord the kjng y and 
to praBtfi the power of your eminent authority againjl 
all that lyeth within the compajfe of his Dominion* 
power truly terrible to an ojfendor 9 and drcadfull to him 
whorrfufeth to fatisfy > but for our Lord the hjngt>weo 
will not fay bee neuer offended , but that hee y Wdf 9 and is 
euer ready to yeelde fansfa&tou to the Topes H olmes y tt>ee 
confidently affirrhe and pronounce. Our king ordayned by 
God proutdeth in dll reSpcBes for the peace of his fubie - 
Bes 9 and to the end hee may conferue the fame to the 
Churchesandpeoplecommitted to hts charge > hee willeth 
andexaBeth that thedtgnityes which were due \ and go¬ 
tten to the htngcs his fredeceffors should Ukgwiji bee 
continued to htm 9 wherin if bcetweene you two here hath 
ary fin any contention > beting hcerupon conucnted and 
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cytd with a fdtberly fauorfrom hisHolines by our re- 
uerent b rethren the Bishops tfL 0 n don dndHereforde , bee 
opened not his mouth againfi beauen > but concerning dll 
thinges roherinthe Church or any Ecclefiaflicdll perfon 
shdll finde himfelfegreened bee humbly dndmeekely dn- 
f wered, hee would not <vfurpe on the right of others 9 but 
fubmitt himfelfe to the iudgfnent of the Church of his 
ownekingdome , which truly hee is reddy indeedesto 
performe 9 dnd dccompteth u d f veete obedience to bee ad* 
monished to re forme htmfelfe , ifhcehdtbany way offen - 
dcdGodsMaieJHci Neither only hath hee a my ndc jfepa- 
redtofdtisfyybut dlfo if the law requirethto mahje here¬ 
in ample amends 9 But with whdt Idwe > with what 
right , with whdt C dnnon edn you dffltfttbe perfon who 
is willing to ma^e full amends, dnd fdtisfaftion , not 
drawing himfelfe in the leaf; point from the judgment of 
the Church tn fuch thinges as appertayne to the Churchy 
dndycelding his neehs to Cbrijlesyoh^} Or with whdt 
Mudngelicdll Jixe ( which God forbid ) edn you cut him 
of} It is affuredly Uuddble not to bee edryed on with 
pdf ion y but to bee dtfereetely gouernd with iudgmenty 
wherupon wee doe all ioyne in one generdll petition wt^t* 
you 9 that you would not headlongrun onto fylland de - 
firoy % but withd fdtberly loue indeduor toprouide , thdt 
the ship committed to your chdrge may enioy life y peace 
dnd fecurity . 

Weedredll n undoubtedly troubled with the proceed - 
ingy which wee hdue heard of late to bee (as fome tma- 
gme) prepofterously , carrieddgainjlour brother the Lord 
Bishop of Salisbury his D cane ><vpon whom you baue in¬ 
filled thepame of fiuffcnfion or excommunicationybeefore 
the offence w** any way called in controucrfy , giuing 
therm ( asitfeemeth) rather reynes to your wrath , then 
following the path of iujlice . Si new order of iudgment 
and het her to in the lawes and Canons (as wee hopefyn^ 
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kjtowne, firflto condemn*andthen toexdmin the offence. 
Which that you may neuer attempt to exercife and execute 
g*inji our L ord the kjng dnd his k^ngdome,noryet againjl 
*Vsand the Churches and parishes <vnder our charge , to 
t he derogation and detriment ofthe Topes H o lines and the 
facred l{oman Church , and to no title augmentation of 
your own* confujion > wee doe heere oppofeagatnfi you 
our remedy ef Appeale, and voee who haue beeretofore log 
fince in the^ open face of the Church and in proper perfon 
Appealed to the Topes Holines againjl thefeareof thefi 
•venations, haue now againe by wryttng Appealed to the 
fame Sea , and afltgncfor the terme ofour Appeale the day 
of our Lords Afcenfion ; humbly heefeeching With all the 
deuotion wee fan dcutfe> that taking more found aduife 
you would are both your and our trauell and expence s 9 
and in that forte to repofe your caufc > as it may finde 4 
fpecdyrcdrejfc.Andfoc ( father ) wee wishyon well to 
fare in our Lord.. 

Hethcrto the Bishop of London, together with his 
A Seriates of the fame Prouince > ynto whom lain# 
Thomas thus reply cd. 


Thomas the humble feruante of the 
odvathb . Church of Canterbury to Gilbert Bt- 

N hoppe of Londbn > as once,now againe, 

wisheth him foe to pafle through tempo- 
rail pepfperity, as he c loofeth npt etemail 
felicity. 

The anfwer , It is a wonder , yea an exceeding maruayle , that a man 
fs.Thomas of w if dome, lerned in the holy Scriptures and at the leaf 
Cohort. ^ habit hearing a sho we of religion ^ should foe rnani- 
**onL °and^ l y > 1 *° ^reuerently, without dllfearedf 

other Go(i > bee aduerfary to the truth, an ofpugner oftuftice,and 
' tshop . t confounding all ■ right with wrong indeauor the o*er~ 


Digitized by 


Google 


of ST bonus Arcbbi shoppe of Canterbury. 175 
throrpe of thejlateof the Church, which the jillmighiy 
himfelfe hath buildedx For it is truth that fayth, The 
gates of hell shalfnot preuaile againft her. Hee is not 
therefore a man of a fober mynde who intendeth her ruine , 
hut Itkjr one who binding a mighty montayne about with 
orope,attemptehtoouerthrowe it.Andhauewecpafiio- 
rnely run into anger and hat red, that prouokjedto wrath 
wee are tncytedto darte fuchwotdesas thefc atour bro¬ 
ther, « 4 Jfoci*te and fellowe Bishoppe?God forbid. But 
thusmuch haue wee collected out of your letters, which 
wee receauedby the handes of your Archdeacon, Tlcither 
truly, can wee gather grapes of t homes ,orfigges of fhi^ 
flies. That it may pldynly appeare whetherthisbee foe or 
. not, let vs lay them open > and bring to light their conten¬ 
ter. The end compared with the bceging refembleth a 
Scorpion : this maf^eth his entry with flattery , that 
flinging <vs terribly, attemptgth to shut vs <vp in filence: 

For what isitelfe, firjl to ackjtowledgyour boundenfub- 
if Sion tonus , and promife obedience annexed to fubte - 
Sion then for anoyding your obedience, to fiyeoffto an 
^ppeale. hat are there withmeeis and is 1 not sj faith 
the Apoflle: Neither ought thefime to bee with the\A- 
poftles feboiler. The Difciples nccejfarily rcccaued from % 
our Lord power to tread <vpon Serpents and Scorpions > 
dndE^cchielat this day dwelleth with Scorpions. And EzetbM 
cmfldey in what fenfe you fay ? W ee flyetQ the remedy 
ofanapneale. Tou call your felfc the follower of ChriJU 
and yet in thefc wordesyon are found otberwife 5 for 
thrift hath recommended to <vs obedience, as the effica¬ 
cious, yea the mofl ejfc&uall remedy of all our mtfebei- 
ff s, and that not only by word, but alfoe by mofl euident 
trample , beeing made obedient to his father euen to the 
‘Very death \*nd with what face can you thtn call that a 
r emedy, which is the impediment of obedience, and is not 
to bee termed* remedy, but more truly a detriment ? And 
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<i>ponwhdt confidence doe you prefume beerin tohduepror 
bdhlehope to procure dny pdtrondgt err protection totheild 
you from your obedience,bee fore him t who for the chdfti - 
ring of dll dtfobedience, hosreceduedds well his office, 
usdcommdndementi Itisillto hope in him, dnd withsll 
greeuoufiy to offend him. The firfi ond fccond repulfe 
which you hdue dllready fu feted mdy well hinder you 
from fucbpreemption, for firfi your felfe inperfon,dnd 
then your letters compojed for ptrfwdfion ,hdue by expe¬ 
rience prouedyhow firmtlyhee flood, how truly hee-wdt 
the 'Vtcdrtf Veeter, whomyou couldneuermoue byprd- 
yersygiftesyddmonitions, or promtfes: But now the third 
tyme bee is t o bee dttcmpted,thdt by theexomple of his 
Tddfler, het msy dfter d thirdtemptdtion tryumph with 
•victory. 

oindthdt nothingmdybee left <i vndttemptedtoencreffe 
our •vexdtionyyou hdue fixefitbeTcrme of your dipped: 
dllmoftd wholeyeere hence , neither tdke you dny com - 
pdflion of our bdnishement, or of the Ltbor of the holy 
Church the Tfioufe ofCbrifl , which with his blood het 
purchdjfedydndto omttte theft [yet truly not to bee omit¬ 
ted ) neither hdue you d tdrefull eye otter our Lord the 
hi»g{. n thorny ou pretend tofouor ) whodt long ds bee pro - 
ceedetbinthis fortedgdinft vs ,dnd the Church ofChrifi, 
cdnnot without perill ofhis foule, either mdrch to wdtre, 
or Hue dt home inpedce. Letvspdffe to the refl. 

Yourecytefome troubles which drofc in dnd by our de- 
pdrture > let the duthors dnd counftllors of this pertur- 
bdtipnffedre ledftthemfelues fdllmto perturbation. Ton 
fit <vsforth with grtdtprdyfes in regorde of the beegin- 
ning ofour peregrindtton ; dnd doubteleffe it is not the 
purse ofd Wifi man to negleri his feme > but who is df- 
creete ought tn cenfiring himfelfe to beeleiue none foouer 
then him felfe. W« drtdccufid of iniuryes offered our 
Lord the ^mge,butbtecdufe you tume notduy t wtehjHXOt 
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tot whereunto wee are bounde to anfwcr > andbeeing 
[ftf crficiously accufcd, wee doe but fuperficiously excu- 
ftwr fcluesy neucrtheles meane whyle recedue this from 
^swote are guilty ofnothings neither yet dre wee there- 
fort iufiifyed.Tou maruayle at the threatcning y or comma• 
toryfent out by <vs againfihtm : ivbdt father who fecth 
fos fame runne aftray can bee filent ? who doth not cha~ 
fan with therod, to prevent tbejlaugbter of the fv oar d} i 

Tfafarent deffayretk of thefionne whom with threate¬ 
ning or difeif line bee corre Beth not ; Cod forbid we e' 
shouldthtnke with you , that our Soueraigne beeing im- 
fttient to endure €orre&ien,sbould falldowneto the ex- 
tifftiton of tApoftacy-) for the plantation of the heavenly 
father will noteafily beepluh^d *vp by the rootes. The 
* s t0 Jfed with a mofi terrible temfefi > wee are her 
Met 3 and you perfwade <vs to Jleepe . 

: he ape together andJet before our eyes the benefit tes Gilbert Etc* 

^flowed on 'Vs byour Lord the kjng , and rccounte how ke * P< rCl- 
ttorerayfedby himfroma lowe degree, to the heygth of^cittyrfLo- 
fortune we wee may truly anfwev heereunto\a litle, and don In the 
ytneuerthlejfenot fro how to we a degree asyou thtnke . raigneof K. 
tfyou confider but the tyme wherin wee were preferred Stephen wtu 
tobisferutce, the jirchdeanonry of Canterbury , the 9ro- ** S ‘ 

&f'*' rly * th / m f n y Ch ™ htS » t9 l ether vifh f tme Godfrey'd* 

Modnaaryes ,and other pojfefiions, beeing of no finaleMnundmil 

'vdue i which wee inioyed from our*Ancefiors y disprove \oas fort* ' 
tbet wee were as then foe meaneasyoufity in the war IdesVrnm ft** 
refutation'. But if you ayme at the Jlemme of our fioefa ***** * n 
Jh'y were ajfuredly of the 

L Mon 9 Itutng without taynte of credit, mthe mtddefiojf and.willam 
^eirfellow Qitty^ens J neither ranched in the lowe(l Rufat* 
degree : But that r the tnifte of thefe wordly conceyptjts HughJSouck 
beeing once Vanished, wee may with the light oftrdth *!** Aubrey 
bee more rightly dificerntd, which is more glorious cy- t £ e bating* 
tperto be borne of meane,yea the poor eft parents , or of of Henry tho 
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firft. Next great andglorious per fans, fincctbe v4poftle faith ; Wee 
GtiitrtBtt- c i oa thethebofeftparces of our body with more abun- 
feter Fits'- < ^ ant honor, i.Cor. iz. Whatauayleouthigh delen- 
ivatttrPort- tes? (quoth the Gentil Poet .) What hath 4 Cbrtjlian , t 
grant in th» Bishop, 4Scholler, a Fjligiousman tofay heerein} Ifyou 
time of mg labour by rip ping vp the memory ofour pouerty, to brand 
Henry the x. ry s xv>th confufion : how great an offence it is then to 
Andtbefuc- Con j- gme { y oltr f 4t her > confider in theeommandementof 
Fits ni[d. our Lord which you haue receaued for honoring your 
Frnulfhus parents. Exod. zo. 

Vuchel, and Concerning the fiuor of the hjng foe highly commended 

yriliianFits- to vs through the remembrance of his bejiowedbenefitts, 
kihich lo hn ^ ou nee ^ e ^ not t0 laboredfo much therm,for voce call 

Stowe ip it- the viUmighty to wittnes,that wee houldnothing vnder 
nejfeth. thefunnefoe deareas hisfauor andprofperity Jaumgeucr 

• Heerty you to God and his holy Church theirfreedomes andimmuni- 
mayftwhat tyes, for other wife he can neuer raigne either hapfe - 
^otrt thtn h° r f ecM rely. But letitpaffe,fincefoe it is y benefittes to- 
Teltgrauts FO aides vs farre more and more ample then all thefe your 
of tendon, wordes haue yet expreffed } ought weefor a ll thefe , yea 
andfoo con- were they twrfe foe many to bee tray the liberty of Gods 
ftqutntlyof Church} How farleffe should wee then doe it for thi pre- 
X G'lb * Is** fi rM4t * on °f* hlaft offame, which often varyeth from 
kotthe fit- the truth*. If towards others wee haue proceeded with 
ther of f ain t mtre laxity , yet in this wee will neither Spare 
Thomas you nor others , nor yet an uingell if he defeendeth 
was. Port, fromheauen, but Jlrayght as wee heare him momng or 
^thon the* m ? nt * on * n & this, hee shall haue this anfwer from vs: 
hiebeftGo. Auant, backeSathan,thoudoeftnot relish whacap- 
tumorofthe pertaynethto God* Far beefrom vs this frantic!^folly, 
Citty. de liner vs [Lord) from this extreme madnes ,to be per- 

fwaded euer through any crechcrous falshoode to make 
amarte of the body ofChrtfi, wherin wee may bee compa¬ 
red to ludas the Tray tor t and our Soueraigne to the le wes 
who chafe redfor Chrijl * 

vis touching this our high preferment, wherunto (as you 
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t vryte) wee were ray fed\ although the mother of our Lord 
the kjng dijjwaded it , the redime cryed out dgainfl it* th? 
Church of Goldsfaros she durftfighed thereat.tAs for the 
realme wee heard not her exclamations againfi <vs , but 
rather her acclamations of ioy: Touchingthe diffwafions 
of our hinges mother > ifanyfuch were , they neuerpajfedto 
the publicise notice of the world: it may bee feme Ecclc- 
fiafiicall petfons afpiring ( as is accujlomed ) to this pro- 
motion of ours , fighed when they perceauedthemfelues to 
bee frufirated of this conceauedhope , who perhaps at this 
day in reUenge of this their defeatement, are procurers and 
counfellors of this prefent dijfention: But woe bee to him 
through whom fcandal aryfeth . Yet againfi thefe impe - 
dimentes with which you formerly taxe <vs > or againfi 
others ( if any there were) the diuine difpenfation ( as 
now you may plainly fee) hath prenailed. 'Wee are tryed 
beef ore him y who isiujlice it felfe , and found to preferre 
none hfore him , who out of his Jingular mercy hathJet led 
*vs4n this degree . That alfo which youfeeme topropofe 
for the iuftification of the fringes Mate fie , wee hatte 
not thought meete to bee lightly ouerflipped> or without 
mature examination] and wee would to God hee had neuer - 
fi rayed from iujlice , and that our complaint againfi him 
mighthaueappearedleffe iujlifyable . 

Tou fay hee is and was euer ready togiue fatisfa&ion, 
this you confidently affirmej his youproclayme. Forbeare y 
heerea little , and anfiver our demandes : In what fence 
'Vnderfiand you {as you call it) this preparation to fa- 
tisfaflion ? See you thefe of whom God termeth hmfilfe 
the father and Judge y weemcane Orphanes , widemes, 
children , Innocents y yeafuch as are abfolutely ignorant of 
this our controuerfynow in quefiion,caftitito banish¬ 
ment , and are you filent > Clearies rooted out of their 
countrey y and cry you not againfi it ? Others Sfoyled of 
thtir goodes 9 and contumeliouslyabufed) and doe you not 
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rcproueitiOurferuantesthrownemtoprifons and bound ■ 
in fetters , you not open youymouthagainft tt\ 

T'our Mot her the Church of Canterburyes poffefitons with 1 
hauocke wafted 9 and doe younotrefift it ? Tc?»r father 
hardly eftaping the fwoardes eucn now threatening to 1 
murder him, and are you notfenftble offorr owe } *An& 
what is far re worfer, areyou not ashamdtoioyne with 1 
our per/ecutorsagamft r vs 9 God 9 and his Cburch y and that 1 
not in ferret \ Is thisfatisfaClton y not to correct offences 
commuted, and daily to beape more gteeuops mifeheifes 
entnifchetfes}But perhaps you ^vnderftad this on the will 
of the wicked > according to the fentence , I will imbrewe 
mynearroweswichblood. But you wtll replye: what 
layyoufatherto my charge 21 willanfwerallin a xv orde, 

1 am a afraide of my coacc. T rue (Jonne ) too truely you 1 
anfwer : and therefore you want afwoard . 

Whereay you wryte, hee is ready toftandto the iudge - 
went of his ownekingdome 9 as if this were a wort by fa- 
tisfaction ; who is there in earth or in heauen it jfelfe 
that can prefume to iudge of the diuine diffenfation} Let 1 
human matters bee adtudged > but forfuch at are diuine, 
let them remdyne and bee left abfolutely f vntoucbediHow 
much better were it ( brother )bow much more profitable 1 
to him , how much more fecurefor you 9 if you would ] 
by allmeanes endeauor to incyte 9 top erfwade him to full* 
fill the will of Godtowardesthe confer nation ofthe peace 
of bis Churchy not tocouet after thefe thinges , which 
are not committed to this gouerment: to honor the preiftes 
of God , nor yet to confiderwhat they are 9 but whofe fer- ■ 
uantes they are. You lay to our charge , that wee haue - 
abufed our feluesinafretudicatepYoceedingagatnft the ! 
■Bishop of Salisbury, and lohn of Oxefordew* a Deane 
( as you tearme bm) but an fur per ofa Deanry, wherin ' 
youougbtto remember 9 thatfamemamfejtcertaintyesdid 1 
forerun tins tudgment 5 and wtthallyou fay you are mo- •« 
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ued’y tpbdt elfe > * 4 . nun is afrayd when his neighbors 
btttjfe is onfire, and would to God you were wellmoued, 
from that i wnherinyouhaue<vnlawfullyJlood.Let thercr 
fore our Lord the king kno we and •vnderftandby your re¬ 
lation", that bee who raigneth in the Empyre of men and 
alfoof Angells ,hath ordayned two powers <vnder him, 
frinces , and Vreifies ; one earthly, an other spiritually 
one minifiring, another more excellent, one to whith hee 
bath granted authority , the other to which hee would 
bauereuerenct yeelded,hee then who derogateth from the 
right of the one or the other, repfjteth Gods ordination. Let 
not then our Soueraigne Lori difdaine to attribute to 
tbem,vnto whom thehighefl of all vouchfafeth to attri¬ 
bute, callingthem often goddes in the holy Scriptures, 
f or hee fpeaketh thus: I haue laid yeeare godes &c. 
^tndagaine : I haue appointed thee the God of Pharao. tfd. iiJ 
% 4 nd. Thou shale not detract from the-Goddes: ( that Fuod. 9I 
is to fay ) the Frtifles. *And Fpeakjng by Trloyfes of him *hid. tt. 
who wot tofweare,heefayth:Bting him to the Goddes: ... , 

( that is) to the Vreifles. Neither let our king prefume lb 
to attempt to iudge hisiudges: For the/{eyes of the king- 
dome ofbeauenore committed not topowers of this east he, 
hut to 9 reifies: * 4 nd therefore it is written: The lippes 
of the Preift shall haue the cuftody of knowledge,and 
from his mouth they shall require the lawe, beecaulc *• ***• 
hee is the Angel of our Lord. And alio Paule layth: 

Shall wee not iudge Angells,how much more men? 

Wee would haue you alfofuggeftinto the mynde of our 
S oueratgne Lord, that thing worthie ofmemory and imi¬ 
tation , which wee readein the Ecclcfiafticall htflory of 
Conflantine the Emperor, to whom when there were of¬ 
fered vpin wrytingaccufations againfl Bishoppes , hee 
reeeaued the Schedule of the accufations, and calling the 
accufed together, hee burned it in their fight, faying, 

Yee are Goddes ordayned by the true God> goeand 
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determine your caufes among your fellies, in regarde 
it is vnworthy that w_ee men should iudgethe Goddes. 
O mighty Emperor ! 0 dtfcretteCouernoron the earth , not 
fraudulentlyvfurpingonthe authority of others,and de¬ 
ferring tn heauen an etemall ktngdome. Letth ere fore our 
Loyd the kirigindeauor to imitatefot greate,foe difcretc, 
foe happy an Emperor, who ft mtmory it with prayfes 
renowned on the earthy and likfwife accounted eternall 
and glorious in heauen. Other wife let himfe are what our 
Vtuty 17. lord hath threatened in Deutronomy , faying : What 
man focuer shall fee deale in his pride, that jhee will 
not heare the preift, he* shall dye before the iudge. For 
to thispurpofe ishee called,andtothisend the tranqui¬ 
lity of his tcmporall kingdotne , and that magnificency 
( whereof you put 'Vs in mynde)aregiue him from heauen. 
Otherwife the king is not fduedby his great power , al¬ 
though kjngdomes are fubieel unto btm, and nations doe 
reuerently obey htm. ~And thus far concerning thefe. Flow 
tvhofocuer haue ioyned with you in the wryting of thefe 
afore recytcd letters , let them knovoc that the fame anfwer 
ivee make you , the fane wee make to them. hat rt- 
tndyneth ( brethren) weeadmonish ,intreate,andbeefeech 
yee, that no feyfmes may euer foperate 'vs , but that wee 
bee in our Lord one harte, and one foule , and that Wee har¬ 
ken to him who fayth: Inthe beehalfeof lupcecontend 
fr thy life , and fight for I ufttce euen to the 'Very death, 
Etdof. 44 and God will conquerfor thee tby neenemyes. Let vs 
not forget that feuere iudge , beef ore whofe Ttrbunal 
Throne when wee shallappeare,Truth only shall adtudge 
<Or,allfeare and truft of any earthlypower beeingthen 
c leant vanished. Sot in our Lord wee bid your brother¬ 
hood farewell. 

Thefe were this yeere written ,the reft shall in the 
yeeres following appearein their places. 

But the Bishoppes of England diredted letters to 

Pope 
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Pope Alexander, inueighing againft this afore recy ted 
Epiftle written to them By faint T homas.not that they 
might any way fuccor the diftrefled eftate of the 
Church, as neede required, but only appeale to his 
Holinec againft their Archbishoppe : For thefe are 
their wordes. . 

To their father and Lord the high Bishop The Epifiu 
Alexanderjthe Bishops of the Prouince of *V ht 
their feuerall Diocefes difperfed in fiindry glint to^tio 
parishes, as to their Lord and father re- F "?‘‘ 
member their boundcn feruice ofcharity 
and obedience. 

fatfofi ( father ) your excellency is not njnmynd- 
full, born you conuented inydur letters logfince directed, 
by the mediation of our reuerent brethren the Bishoppes of 
London and Herefarde,y our deuoute fonne,and our mojt 
deere and rent toned L ord, the king of England,and how 
with your fatherly companion you admonished him far 
. the amendment of fomematterr, which appeared to the 
, tyesofyour holines as deferuing reformation in his king- 
dome ,whoreceauwgyourcommandement with due reue- 
rente (at it is manifeft ) fwelled not tn anger, nor with The Bishop• 

, pryde of mynde contemned to obey you, butyeelding than- P‘ seommtH d 

. hf* fir your fatherly chaftifement,humbled kimfelfe pre- tht,r * ,a £‘ 
fently to the Churches examination , faying that ineuery 
: thing , which according to the fame of your Mandat, 

. 1 90 S dslltgentlyexpreffedtohim,hee Wouldfabmit htm- 
, felfe to the iudgment of the Church of his kingdoms and 
Whatfoeuer they should determine to bee amended, hee 
Wouletreforme by theiraduife, with a commendable de- 
uotion and in a Prince wort hie great prayfe j from thii 
purpofe hee flyeth not, netther recalleth his mynde from 
his promije ; but bee who mayfitintbrones, who may con* 
fider and iudge, now moued with the reuerence of diuine 
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feare 9 not us a 1 {ing y tut ds dn obedient fenne, is ready to 
yeelde to iudgmcnt , obey the Urvfull pronounced Jen - 
tence,<tnd{asa Trinceboundedwithlaxves)she wehim - 
felfe mall thingesadutifullchilde , wherefore it is *vn- 
neceffayy to enforce with interdictions or threates, or the 
ffmresofaccurfingesthe manto fatisfdCHon>who futiec - 
teth himfelfe al [ready to the cenfwcs of the diuine Idtves . 
For his dBions withdrawe not themfeluesfrom the light, 
nor by dny me dues defire to bee shrowded in dtrhjtes : for 
this kjng in faithChrijtian y in the bandes of tved- 
loc\e mofi honejt > the conferuer of fcdce dndiujtice 9 and 
one who enlargeth the bottndes of the fame far and neere 
incomparably % indeauoureth with aU his power , and 
thtrjietb withd feruent defire, that fcandalU and fixities 
togetherwith their fowlefollowers may bee taken away, 
and rooted out of his kjngdome , and that peace and iuftice 
may euer take place >and dll thinges proffer and flourish 
rundcrhim infweete fecurity and quiet tranquillity . 

W bo findingfometimes the peace of his kjngdome not a 
title molefiedwith the outragiouscxcejfes offome info lent 
Clearkes t with due reuerence to the Clergie referred their 
offences to the Bishoppes iudges ofthe Churchy that one 
fwordc might afiijl an other , and the power Cfirituall 
ground ana ejlablish in the Clergie the peace which hee 
ruled andfoftred in his people . W herin the \cale of thee 
party came more to lights the Bishops perfijling in this 
filled iudgment , that murder or any other like cryme 
should only bee punished in the Clergie by degradation* 
the king on the other fyde beeing of opinion that this fu - 
nishementdid not condignly anfwer the offence , neither 
was it a fufficicnt proutfionfor mayntenance ofpeace, if a 
Fsjader or lAcolythy hilling fome famous maxi renowned 
for Religion or dignity> should efcape free with the Ioffe 
only of this Order . The Clergie therefort *vphouldmg the 
Order ejhtblishcdfrom bidden, and our Lord the kjngpcr* 
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of$Tbonus tArib 'hishopfe of Canterbury, 
fecuting'only the efface (as hee hopeth ) n ritha iufi ha- 
tred t and intending to pldnf his peace more deepely,a cer- 
td J ne ^ e b contention ar ofe among vs, which (weetrssft) 
the playne intention of both partyes will excufe with 
your H alines. 


Keereupoti not with any ambition of larger dominion, 
not with any concept of oppressing the Churches liberty 
but with an ajfe&ion of confirming peace, our Lord the 
\ in l P 4 [f ei t fi e ffrre , as hee would produce to light the 
tuftomes of his kingdoms,and dtgnityes anciently' olfer- 
Ued, and quietly and reverently yet Ided by perfons Eccle- 
fiajlicall to former hinges in the kingdoms of England, 
and to the end no longer thread of contention might heere- 
after bee Jfiunne ,hee would have the fame to bee openly 
kyowne . Wherefore themoft ancient Bishoppes andg rea- 
tejlpeeres of the realms ,beeingfirjl adiured by their faith, 
and the hope which they had in Almighty God, and then 
maktngfearch into the fiats of fortpajfedtymes, thedi - 
gnttyes of the crowns hetng fought, were layd open, and 
j te fi m onyes of men of the great eft accompt in the 
k}ngmme were published : Loe hecre the cruelty of out 

r *' b j* f ^ e church of God,which fame hath 

foe spread over the whole world ! Lo heere his perfec¬ 
tion ! The/e are his worlds foe divulged for wicked both 
heere and every where. 

Yet neuertheles in all theft proceedings, ifthere bee any 
thmgcontaynedeitherdangerous tohisfeule, or ignomi- 
mous to the Church,heehath longfince withamoft fitcrcd 
devotion promifed, and doth fttll mofl confiantly conti- 
newe tn the fame mynde , especially being Admonished 

and moved with your authority for the reverence ofCbrtfti 

m® tat honor of the holy Church whom hee profeffeth to 
bee hts mother, and for the redemption of hisfoule, to re¬ 
forms the fame accordingly as hee shall bee aduifed by the 
Counfell ofthe Church of his ownt\ kingdoms, jifid truly 
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{father ) our folicitation had Ungfince (as wee hofe) \ 
obtaymd the defiredendofthis wished peace, had notout i 
father the Lord of Canterburys hitter provocations flir¬ 
ted 'Vp anew, this difcorde now laydafleepe, and allmofl 
absolutely extinguished, for bee from w hofe patience wee 
hitherto expelled peace ,from whofemodefty the recover 
ty of the fringes favor, affayled him afresh, and without 
tejfeli of his Tdaieftie ( at fitch time as lately hee led hit 
army again# the Trace breakers ) withjevereand terrible 
letters, no whit favoring offatherly devotion or faflordll 
patience , but moft bitterly threatening him with thefen- 
tence of Excommunication, and his realme with the payne 
of inter diffion Where as on the other fide,hee rather ought 
with admonitios to have mol lifyed him, and with mertrts 
andmecfates overcome him, w hofe humility if it bee foe 
requited, what will hee then determined againft the flu- 
borne and contumatiousiifthe ready devotion of obedience 
heeefleemed foe flight ly,in what manner shall willfuU 
objtinacy bee revenged ? Tea to tbefe foe grevovs threates, 
are yet added matters far more greemus , for hee involved i 
in his Excommunication feme of his TAaiefties L iege utf 
moft inward with our Lord the fang , theprincipall of 
his privy covhfell , who managed the myfteryes of tit I 
fanges eftate, and the affaires of his fangdome , and de¬ 
nounced thempub lie fay excommunicate, beeing nevercy- i 
ted, nor defended, neyther ( as they call it) guilty of any 
cryme, nor conuifted, nor confefttng any thing . 

Tea bee ftepped farther, in foe much as heefufpendtl 
our reuerent brother the Bishop of Salisbury, beeing at - 
fent undefended, neither confeft, nor conui&e Jrom his 
Treiftly and Epifcopall ^Office , beef ore ever the caufe of 
his fufpenfion was approved by the advice eft hofe of the 
fame Trouince, or any others . If therefore this covrfe of I 
proceedinges in iudgmentes foe prepeftcyevs(lSpare to fay! 
inordinate* bee followed concerning the fang and fang* *i 
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m J* t»hat will bee the end[confidering the time is euill, 
*** yecldeth great occafion of exceeding malice ) but that 
tbe . of grace and fauour, whereby the kingdoms duel 

r et fthtod haw bin hetherto <vnited i rvill bee rent a fun- 
Z er t*nd wee with the flotks committed to our charge , 
0 differ fid mto exile, or ( which God forbid-) falling 
9 ff r * m *he faith, wee owe toyou , into the tntferyes of 
c 2j me o bee cad do-rune headlonr intojbe bottemles bitt 


i»me 4s well f the Clergie as Layety. 

. * a f e fc* r d whereof, leaf in foe miferable a tyme ofyour 
^pofloUcall rdigue, the Church bee ouertbrowne > leaf 
*? r ^ffdtbe kingwitb the peoplefubteB to himfall away 
{which God forbid ) from your obedience ; leaf what 
Jomtuey our Lord of Canterbury by the counfell of priuate 
m% dtutfeth, bee in bis wrath executed on vs, wee haste 
** Word as wrytingafpealed to your excellency 

‘yanjt him, and his Mandates importing any detriment ., 

“Z£ ard tbt to * nd hu toft>y>"If Jr %\t 

, ****** committed,to our care ,and bane dejrgnedfor to the tope 
tUc *f * u,r ~dpftale, the day of our Lordes UJcenfioUi agsinjt their 
dl)L^ rdt ^ er to humble our fclues beforeyourHolinesin brthU- 
n S. e, tt>Uichshall beepleafing vntoyou,tbentobee *h*lt*- 
ta* * CCoTc dto thelofty motions of his mynde{wbyle 
menttfj- deferue nothing lejfe ) tediously afflicted. 
iaCh our-Allmighty Lord { moftbeelouedfather 

Spirit ~. n S,toprcfc rue your health to bis Churchespro-* 

* ^ ri -'Usfcu:rt the Bisboppcs. 

^^ ■^■iexander neuertheleflc ^pcrleuering in his 
sb J*> ^en hec pcrceaued the Appeals ouhe Bi- 
te 4 not* t0 ” Cc voyde,by teafon the Appellants appea- 
•hichfi^ t ^ le defigned day, confirmed thefentcnce 
KwimTlr-*' ^Tfeomas pronounced againft them; which 
e ^ t»y Salusbury in his letter to faintpThomas, 
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faying: As it is fignifyed to mee from theCitty, foci 
remember I certityed you -by wry ting, that my Lord 
the Pope hath now confirmed your fentence, yea hee 
hath challenged it as an iniury offered himfelfe. There 
are alfo extant Pope Alexanders owne letters,written 
tp Saint Thomas to the fame purpofe,after hee percea- 
ued the Bishops did not profecute their Appeale. 
Hiswordes arethefo.W« hone h*d intelligence as well ■ 
" by your letters, as alfoe the certame relation of many, 
that you pronounced the fentence of Interdi&ion 
againtl loceline Bishoppe of Salufbury, in regard bee 
was difobedient to you, and hee , notwithstanding 
heeappealed heereuponto our audience, and affigned- 
for the tyme of his appeale the Sunday whetin is lung,- 
EgofumVafior bonus , next enfuing, neither himfelfe, 
atthatinflant appeared, neither lent any one vnto vs, 
to anfwer for him; wherefore wee rcfultng abfolutely. 
to maintayne him in his difbbedience and rebellion 
againft you, will by Gods grace ratify and confirms 
the fentence,which vpon this occahon you haue giuea 
againft him ,and haue thought, good to leaue the 
whole bufines concerning him to bee determined by 
yourdifcretion, refoluing without farther obftacle of 
Appealation , to eftablish whatfomeuer you shall 
therm Cannonically doe. 

And the Pope likewife wrote to all the Bishoppes 
in england in tnefe wordes. 

• <Atlthough by the obligation ofour office mee arehound 
to bane a cure and bee mutch fullfor vfboulding the right 
of nilfortes in perfeft integrity » yet notmithfianding in 
muyntemnee of their iujltce , mho urechofen by our Lord 
to vndergoe u forte of the charge committed to vs , met 
ought inborn much they ore more eminent uboue other sin 
their authority ,foe much the more to refle&Vffontbem , 
tofrouideatpitb grcstttr diligence for them»andbaste an 
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efpeeialleye ouer them Guyded therefore with this re a fin, 
wee charge and command yee, and in the uertue of obe - 
diencc by ottr uipoftolicall letters inioyneyour brother¬ 
hood y that yee pre fume not in any cafe , neither yee 
jany way attempt upon occafion oft he JLppcale, which 
yeehaue made unto <vs againft our reuerent Brother the 
jifehbisfop of Canterbury , to inter me die in any thing 
kno wne to appertayne to the rigbtes,dignityes> and liber - 
tyes of the Church of Canterbury 9 without his affintand 
friuity. */fnd if any ofyee shall under any coluor what-* 
fomeuer dare to breathe this our commandement, wee will 
by the grace ofGod endeauor to punish him foefeuearcly » 
as hee shall learnt by the paint mfltClcd on him , how 
dangerous it is to Utolate the JfpoftolicdU Mandates* 
Dated at Lateran 5. Kaiend. February. 

But the king fearing as yet to bee excommunicated, 
or to haue his Realme fubie& to interdiction by Saint 
Thomas, after hce had interpofed (as wee fee) fuch 
as it was, this Appeale, hee dire&ed to Pope Ale¬ 
xander , an Embauage not foe much to profecute th$ 
Appeale, as to obtay ne of his H olines an other 1 eg ati- 
tine authority, to the end hee might thereby weaken 
and infringe thefinewes of the power giuen to Saint 
Thomasrand for the vndergoing of the bufines, hce 
defired ofthe Pope, that acertayne Legate might bee 
fenc him, which was William Cardinall of Papia of 
the Tytell of Saint Peter ad umcula^hom heemight 
haue as his intire freind •• To manage alfoethis matter 
the king madechoyfeofhis Chaplaine, who (as wee 
lately fayde) was excommunicated d>y Saint Thomas 
becaufe hee made oath to the Archbishop of Colen 
formaintayning the Scyfmaticall Pope (weemeane) 
Iohn of Oxeforde , with whom were others alfo 
ioy ned Alfociates in authority; but in w hat forte they 
proceeded with Pope Alexander heerein,wee shall 
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heereafier in place conuenient declare. 

Cedic. vat . Thekingafterthis Appeale made(as faith Salifhu- 
lib I. Bfifi. ry) fent then a Meffanger into' England (for hee re- 
13 J>. maynedat this cyme in Normandy) with letters for 

guarding the fea coaftes, dealing alfb with the Abbott 
of the Ciftercians againft S aint T homas, for expelling 
him out of the Monafteryef Pontinialce; who fince 
hee continewed there two yeeres (as the Authors in 
his life declare)muftneedes bee fayd this yeere to haae 
bin banished thence:for the recyted lettersteftify that 
till this yeere hee reihayned there: William ^lkewife 
in Quadrilogus rehearfeth how hee aboade two whole 
yeeres in that place} and foe wee lee hee entred firft 
into that Abbey in the yeere of our Lord 1164. But 
hoW foule a fcandall it was in the eyes ofall good men, 
to feefoegreateagueftfbe banished, the fayd wryter 
sheweth at large, and addeth, that Lewes the kinge 
of France receauing tydinges thereof by letters from 
Saint Thomas, exclamyng publickly fayd: 0 , Reli¬ 
gion! 0 Volition ! where art than ? Lae the men , wham 
- wee efteemedat dead to the tv or Id ,fcare yet the rttines tf 
the fame morldydndfortbefraile temporal trash {which 
they profijf to tontemne for our Lord) fiye off from the 
War he t which God himfelfhath commanded , tafiing out 
of their houfc this man exiled for Gods caufe. Moreouer 
hee telleth vs howSaintThomas was then entertayned 
by the king of France, aligning him Senon to dwell 
in. And at that tyme (as the fame Author reporteth) 
it fell out, that Godreuealed to Saint T homas in a vi- 
fionhis Martyrdome. 

Saint Thomas afterwardes not to let shippe any 
thing appertayning to his office, whereas hee had bee- 
fore with cenfures terrify ed and troubled the king,now 
againe hee indeauored to quiet and pacify his mynds 
with more pleafing letters may ted in this forte* 
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To his moft becloued Lord Henry by the 
grace of Qod King of England, Duke of 
Normandy and Earle of Anioue,Thomas 
by the fame gracd the humble feruat of the 
Church of Canterbury wisheth health and 
all times perfeuerancc in goodnes, with 
worthy rcfiftance of all malicious fuggc- 
(lions. 

Ourfpcech to you shell bet short*, ledjl in dbundunce c «d. t ' 4t - 
of toordes wee become oner tedious: would to God wee *• 
were moredccfptdble to you , of to our moft beelo ued lord, 
hee fetoweth this who is the ftmrcher of bdrtes,whdi- 
(better is otherwife dnd fitlfly muttered and murmured 
dguinft vs by your enemy*t, yea right ly And truly ediher 
yours then ours. Wee exhorte you therfore dgdyne on the 
heebdlfc ofJillmoghty G od,Andddiure you in the venue 
in the Holy Ghtjl, mid require you for the rtmifsion of 
your finneSytkdt you mdfe reflitution finceerly, of your 
ffdte with dffured fedte And good feeurityto to vs dnd 
burs, mid the life to the Church of Cdnterhury in fuch 
fullnesund liberty,dsour Vredtcejfors dnd wee difoe fince 
eufentrdnce into our Areh bishopfritfe hunt more dm fly 
dnd freely enioyed the feme, wi*b~ dll the fojfefsions. 

Churches, dnd frebendaryes dppertdyning thereunto, 
which bdueremdynedvoydefinct the firfi brtdfeng out, 
of tbedifcord beetweine you dnd vs , dnd ours idndtbdt 
wee mdy vft.dnd poflejfe the fume Voder your dominion , 
u eur fredeceffors hdue in better dnd more worthy forte 
beeretofote done, dnd wee dlfoefince our preferment to this, 
feme Sen : whereby the Church mdy iujlly reioyce in our 
return*,, which bath for mmty cdufes to the ddnger of both, 
our forties (as wee btelciue ) foe long wdnted ourf refence 
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and ought truly to lament the diftommodity incurred by 
our abfence. Vcrformt this (gracious Lord) with a ity - 
full andfacifyed mynde,that Cod may graunt and ref ore 
toyou the peace which your harte defireth, with the faU 
nation ofyourfoule, and the foules of the people committed 
hy our Lord to your charge, and weetruly on the ether ] 
fyde are, and will bee euer ready to doe you all feruice 
with more ferutr and deuotion then euer heretofore, ft , 
long as wee neither offend God, nor violate our order 
thereby. 

Concerning the goods fallen away from the Church of , 
Canterbury from vs, and ours, wee confront lyaffiriuc to ; 
you before God and the whole world, yea were bis diuine ] 
Tttaicfiie heere prefent, that by tu meants nor reaftn can < 
thtfinite bee forgiuen/vnles what is vniufrlytahpn artsy ■, 
beeagainertfiored,ifhet whotooluit,orcaufed ittobtt 
tak^n away,hath where with to refioret W hereupon Sejm . 
%duguftine faith: If the thing taken away,when it . 
may bee restored bee not reftored, Pennancc is not j 
doitne , but diffembled. >And in an other placet 
I haue fayd this moft confidently , that hee who , i; 
maketh interccffion foi a man to this purpofe, that , 
hee may not reftore thinges vniuftly taken away: and ;| 
hee who compellcth not, as fane as honcftly hee , 
may, the party that in this cafe flycth to him to make ,, 
reftitution, is partaker of his deceipte and offencei , 
for with f»r greater mercy doe wee forbeare to help* 
filch men, then allift them. Bee ajfurtd therefore ofthu, , 
make no doubt at all thereof, and tf any man preaibeth 
contrary tothis,yea hee it an ^ingellfrom hcauen,let ‘‘ 
htmbe accurfed,andfoe shall hee,as long as heeperfeuereih 
in this opinion.^et therefor [renowned Lord) that in tbit .. 
tafeyou walke warely, leafi the detayning of athing tusll 
gotten, which is but duft and wormes,dryueyou headlong , 
( which God forbid) into impcnitcncy , and make y>* ' 
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fubtett to that danger,from which you can ncucr be clean- 
fed by falling And ft Ayer. 

Indifcretton moreoucr you ought to rvnderfiand, that 
Although dll Bishoppes aw mtSdintes , yet pojfejfe 
they the places of Saintes,and dllbeeit they shine not 
vitb fuch meritt of life, yet ought tbfy to imitdte 
tboft who haue shyned before them as farre as Gods 
mercy will giue themgrAce. BecAufe therefore holy men 
horn fought for theUw of their God vnto dent b. And 
hue not feared the wordes And th rentes of their persecu¬ 
tors (for bee is dbfolutoly more to bee dreaded who is Able 
tetsfi foule And body into hell fire) wee like wife Are of 
mefiity bound {as for as God will infyirc Vs) to kcepe, 
foficr,And defend his la we s, neyther is this to bee tm- 
futedto vs,as prydeor malice, but isimpofed onvsets 
incident to our office. Tor foe fayth our Lord : Keepe my 
lives \Andagamcin thee GoTfell-. Hee that breaketh 
oneof thefe lead commandements, shall bee called 
the lead in the kingdome of heauem W« beelteue 
{noble Lord ) you Are fujficiently endowed with wife- 
dome, And therefore wee humbly beefeechyou as our deerejh 
lord ,And tbut in the turne ofour Lord leftos Chrifi, thut 
Jou will Vouckpofc to he Are •vs, ye a with mercy. And to 
hedre vs throughly, At God mdy he Are , And fully heare 
you At the day of iudgment t And reeeAue you among his 
defied, when ajfuredly neytherfirengb, nor power t nor 
(mpyre,nar riches,norfecular lawes,nor cujlomescan 
belpe any nun, nor any thing el ft but the mercy of 
mighty God with the fruytes of forerunning worses ; 
nhich would to Qod it might cuer Yemayne fixed in your 
mynde,and thence neuer to departe ;Let our Lord and 
king willinglyadmitt andhearethe counfellors who ad- 
ufehmbeerein, that God may proper him , and lengthen 
the life of him and his heires with the blefilings of peace 
for many yeeres i neither let thempajfe in this world vn- 
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punished, who with their fdlshoodMid exquifte deceiftes 
hunt endtmored to wndoc dnd difturbe the worthie And 
•vertuous defignes of our Lord, dnd king, which from 
the bctgtnning of his rdigne hee continued And conti¬ 
nued ( as wee thinks ) with a iufi fincert deuotionfor the 
honoring ofChurches dndEcclefidfiicdllperfms. Goffend 
our Lord euertoflerisb>Andtbdt bis Church And wee may 
thereby Hue more blejfedly: Godfend him long life .And 
thus Saint Thomas, not as a iudge threatening with 
v feuere ccnfure$,butas a father exhortehand admonis- 
heth his fonne^whom hee defireth to delioer from 
the fentence of condemnation: allthough in vayne, 
his wicked counfellorswithftanding it. 

Cod. Vdt. And like to this complainte of the kinges counfc^- 

W. i. if if. jots made by Saint Thomas (as you hauc heard) doth 
Iohn of Salilbury inueigh alio againft them,wry ting 
to Nicholas de Monte of Roan, who was to Saint 
Thomas a moft entire frcind, which shorte epiftlc, 
becaufe it cqntaineth much matter appertayning to 
this time.wee thought couuenient to bee heerc in fel¬ 
ted, being thus. 

Our Lord dilferfeth tbofe notions , thdt would bout 
w dr res j And they who ejlrunge themfe lues from the pcdce 
of God fshdll 'undoubtedly perish. W bet one of the Ver- 
fecutots of Gods Church hdth bin rend to hdue efchewed 
thereuengivg right bund of our Lord, who pumsheth the 
mighty migktelyi In regdrde whereof ( which without 
greife I cannot ffc*ke ) our Lord the king of England, 
tphom with his heires, God ( if it bee his blejfed will ) 
preferue , is much to bee feared leaf their kjngdome bee 
rent Afunder , and the power weakened, which theyhAue 
Abu fed dgdinfithe Chur the : If reuengebee defer red for 
the correction end probdtion of his children , whom the 

psercifullfather chaf teeth prf,thathee may afterwArdes 

crowueiit is not therefore taken away, but thdt after 
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the patience of the holy it beetttmneth more bitter dnd ter¬ 
rible dgdinfithe wicked-Why then ( Iprdyyou) doth 
not this mofi wife nutn , endowed by God withfoegredte 
Virtues, foe Urge 4 dominion »dnd dllmofi dll Jinguldt 
gniftes i returne mnto his hurtt. 1 And why 'ednnot the 
corner or offoe mdny dnd mighty cittyes>e l Squer his owntt 
intemperance} iff hy doth helperfecuting the Churchy the 
only heel owed ffoufe of Chrifi, inkjndle him to wrdth who 
tdketh dWdythe fpirit of princes, dnd With his own* 
propperpowertrdmplctb on the neckss of the potent ? Vn- 
doubt ediy if hee were ditty fed , her would turne the fury 
ef bis indtgndtion dgdinfi them , who with their guiles 
dnddbufesyhdue thrufi him hcddlong into this notcoMnfeli 
but downefull ; and Woulddt the ledfi imitdte the king 
ofBdbilon , thdt hee might not bet found more crutll then 
bee t who tdfl them into the Lyons dentte , by whofe 
counfell bee threw Ddniel d prifontr thither , thdt the 
guilty counfellers might fuffer tbepdynes , they deuifed 
dgdiqfltheguilt lies. Thenaddeth nee examples of Bis¬ 
hoppes reftored by kingestotheire proper Seas>wry- 
ting thus: [ The Archbishop of Saint lames Wholiued 
long in banishment, is now reftored by his king, 
The king of the Danes calling home his Archbishop, 
gouernethby hisaduice, febduethhis enemyes, and 
honoroth him as his father: The Archbishop of 
Lyons hath receaucdagaine his Sea, and reduced his 
prouincetothe Catholike Vnity: The cictyes of Italy 
abandoning Fredeticke the Sty finaticke, haue enter¬ 
tained their Catholicke Bishoppes : God is my 
witnes, vnles our Lord and king reeallethagaine his 
Archbishop, I dread to vtter the feare I conceaue of 
him; but if hee will fend few him ,and render .peace to 
the Church of God, I doe afluredly hope,thatin him 
and his the glory of his former fuccefles will through 
the Churches prayers flourish againei What fey I morel 
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Thererefteth,yetforhim one apparent aduice,which 1 
is, chat hee banisheth his wicked counfellors , the 
C hutches aduerfarys, and endeauoreth toappeafe All- 1 
mighty God, whom hee hath offended, againft whctfe 
diuine pleasure hee can neither taigne nor rule. God ' 
hath yet endured him with vnfpeakeable patience, ' 
but vnlelTe hee beeWarc, as the woeman in labor, hee 
will shortly fpeake againft his immoderate procee* : 
dinges] And thus far Iohn for thisyeere, but after : 
this enfued a Wonderfull mutation of matters. 

For in the mesne tym.ethe king of England, mif- 
ledde with mod wicked connfell, that hee mights- : 
uoide the fentence of Excommunication, thus dire- • 
atening him, fearcheth out new remedys, inuenting 
other iutle and more potent deuices, which wastoad- 
drelle ain other embaflage, and fend an other Sinonto 
Rome to deceaue Alexander with vntrue oathes, and 
corrupt ( as hee could) the Cardinals with money 1 
T o fee this finne abroach , is chofen the worftof men » ; 
periured,excommunicated, Iohn of Oxeforde, the 
vfurperof a Deanry, (as beefore is mentioned) who 1 
furnished with lyes, and falie promiies, and alio with 1 
goula,might ouerthrowe the whole iudgment,and 
recall Pope Alexander from pronouncing his fen- 
tences of excommunication and interdi&ion, beegur - 
ling him with pretended ptomifes of peace, and abG 
lute reftiturion of all the Churches priuiledges inns- * 
dedby the king. Pope Alexander gaue credit to this ; 
Embailadors oathe, impended his iudgment allready ' 
bcegun,and determined the legation defired for effec- : 
ting this bufines. But allthough hee defigned accor¬ 
ding to the kings requeft. William ofPapia, Preift 
Cardinall of the tytle of Saint Peeter Vincult, i 
whom hee efteemed mod conuenient, to moue the i 
king his affe&ed freind, for compoilng a peace >■ 


Digitized by Google 


«/S. Thomtts \Artbhishoppe ofCdnterlry. 157 
bemreene him and Saint Thomas:neuertheles became 
this Cardinall, in regarde of the kinges fauor, might 
grove into fome fufpicion with the contrary parte; 

; nee ioyneth with him for an aiTociate a man of An¬ 
gular integrity* very tnuchrctfdwnedin the Church 
of Rome, and pafCng well kftowne through the 
whole Chriftian world for his-vertuous life, Otto 
(I meane) Deacon Cardinall of faint Nicholas in 
carcere Tulliano, who, if occafion were, might with 
his worthynes reftrayne the other, and confine him 
: within the ftri&e boundes of iuftice. But allthough 
Pope Alexander proceeded thus warely in fending hit 
Lhgates^iotwithftanding this (which might feetne foe 
. paffingcommendable) byreafonof thefallereportes 
forerunning the Legates, appeared to the credulous, 

; & »matter not beefeeminge fiich a fingular Pope t in 
foe much as all, as well by wordes as wry tinges exday- 
; medagainft him, yea his very frtindes, and thole moft 
forward for the Carholicke caufe; but how vniuftly , 
will bee eafilyperceaued by this Popes letters which 
shallhecreafcer bee recy ted; yet how, beefore this Was 
throughly vnderftood , the tongues of men, yea of 
' the wile, were let loofe againft him, you shall fee by 
what next enfueth,and thereby Iearne how euery one, 
... though moft holy,is fett vp asa marke,and as weU 
his freinds as foes will fometymes shoots at him the 
arrowesof detra&ion. For heare what the Champion 
' of the Ecclchafticall liberty, and defender ofthe lawes 
ofthe Romhn Church fpoake though fincerely yet 
“tterly Thomas (I fay ) the Archbishop of Canter- 
wry .when Iohn of Oxeforde in his retume from 
r® Citty into England, euery where boafted, that hee 
oadobcayned of Pope -Alexander, as well for the king 
45 himfelfe whatfomeuer hee defired, intermingling 
. falshoodes with truthes conceriaingthc author 
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rity conferred in the king, which beeinge blazed 
abroadc and beelieued, Saint Thomas, as oneoppref- 
(ed with exceeding forrowe, did thus wry tc to Iohna 
man of his owne Prouince. 

Thomas by the graceof God the humble fer- 
uante of the Church of Canterbury to 
Iohn of Canterbury fendeth greetinge. 

Cod: Vai. HoW weearemade * reproach to our neighbors,anda 

lib.utfifi. fcorne andfcojfe ,not only to them viho are round about 
***• butalfo allmoft to all the people of both kingdomes as 
ivell Prance as England , and it may beeto thofe lilgmije 
of the ethpyre j and robot fame ( 1 fay not infamy and 
fcandall) rangeth 'Vp and downe thorough the cores and 
mouthes of all mcn,againft our lord the Pope , beetng to 
•v s a greater caufe ofgreife (Godhee bnotpetb ) then that 
ofouroWneperfon, with a flounder to the whole Courts 
rayfed by thofe who rage , and infulte , and cajl trreuo- 
cable dartes of difgraee againfl them, you may,ferr,twhat 
fee out of this that folio wet h, andJecretly intimate the 
fame to our Lord the “Pope, and ourfreindes , ifas yet per¬ 
chance wee hatieany. Hee addeth thereunto what by 
faithfull reporte hee lately heard out of England, 
faying. 

[ fieehould Iohn of Oxeforde and other the 
, hinges Embafladors returned lately from the course, 
extolling themfelues aboue all whatfoeuer is called or 
honored as God, vaunting they had obtaynedof the 
courteall they defired,that is to fay, concerning the 
band of excommunication ,'how the king Was exemp¬ 
ted from the authority of all Bishoppes, excepting on¬ 
ly that of the Pope > arid his Maieftie should haue the 
, Legate hee requeued, (I means) William of Pauy 
our inuetcrate enemy, with ample power ouerall-the 
kiriges dominions to buy Id and plant,and efpeeially to 

pullout. 
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pull out, and pluck vp by the rootes without euer any 
remedy of Appeale, but aboue all to decyde thecon- 
troudrfy now etowne beetweene the king and vs, with 
all matters Wnatfbeuer incident thereunto , without 
any exception of pteiudice (as it is fayd) which may 
herafter happen. And with this pomp and pryde return 
ned Iohn of Oxeforde into England, and landing in 
a certa/ne hauen, there hee found our Brother the 
Bishop of Hereforde, expecting (yet fecretly) aprot 
perious winde to pafle oust , daring not openly to 
attempt it, beeing forbidden by the kinges officer* 
en his Maiefties beehalfe by vertue of his letters; and 
finding him, Oxeforde firft commanded him in the 
kinges name, and then in the Popes, that hee should 
not erode ithe leas: the Bishop asking ( as his mef- 
finger, comming afterwarde to excufe his lord, deli 
ueredto vs) whether hee had the Popesletters to war¬ 
rant this i hee anfwered, yea; and that our Lord the 
Pope did thereby forbid Both him and all other Bis¬ 
hoppes of England to appeareat our call, or any way 
toobey vs, vntillthe comming of the Legatea latere, 
whom the king had obtayned from the Pope, and 
who should alfo determine the caufe of the Appeale 
lately made, and the mayne controuerfy beetweene 
the king and vs,and all thinges beelonging thereunto, 
with full power , and without any rather barre of 
Appeale. 

The Bisboppcvrging to fee the letters,hee reply ed, 
they were not ready at hand, but that hee had fenc 
them with his caryXges toWinchefter iz.myles diftant 
from the hauenof South-Hampton: the Bishop ta- 
Jcingaduiceof his freindes, fent with Iohn of Oxe- 
forde to Winchefter Matter Edward his Clearke (as 
Weethinke) an honett faithful! man* who faWethe 
letters> and foe did likewife the Bishop of London, 

" ’ M 
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beeingthen alloat the pointe of palling the feas* and 
London pending the letters with reioyceing buxft out 
into thele wordes : now Thomas horn, hence forth 
shall bee no more my Archbishop: And John mo* 
reouer added: that heewas a priuiledged perfon, nor 
could heereafter bee excommunicated, nor conuented 
by vs, but only in the prefence of our lord the Pope , 
and likewifehad free power to beeftowc theJDeanry 
of the Church of Salifbury, on whom hee lifted , and 
for our dignity, that it was ineuery point diminished 
vntillthe Legates comming: All this did the Bishop 
certify vs by his Chaplayne beeinga Cannon Regu¬ 
lar , and a Religious man, whom nee lent to excufe 
his forbearance of comming to vs at our cyting ; for 
Wee cyted him once and agayne, and laftly the third 
time, with a peremptory Mandateto appearebeefore 
vs, beetweene that > and the feaft of the Purification, 
as a man of great authority, the kinges familiar, and 
one who shouldmediate a peace beetweene his Maie- 
. ftie and us, if poffibly it might bee compafed. All this 
. the Cannon is ready toteftifyby oath, that thus hee 
receauedthe fame horn the mouth of the Bishop to 
bee deliuered on his beehalfe to vs. Which if it bee 
true, then doubtles our lord the Pope hath choaked 
and lti:angled,not our perfon only, but alfoe himfelfe, 
with all lhe Clergy of both thekingdomes, yea verily 
both Churches as well of France as England; for ani¬ 
mated with this mod foule example, what will not 
other Princes of the world dare attempt againft Eccle- 
fiafticall perfons ? To whom shall they haue refuge? 
„ How canthey hee confident of the Church of Rome, 
that hath foe forfaken and left deftitute vs, who main* 
taine her caufe with fighting therefore to the very 
death ? What will beefall,if (thefe vnfpeakeable and 
deteftable priuiledges (binding good, together with 
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theoppreffions as well by the king, as others vrider an y 
pretext) it should foe happen ( which God forbid) 
that the Pope should dye, or the Citty runne into 
confuilon, of troubles? All thefo would then defoend 
on their heire's, nor would euerheereafter bee wrefted 
out of their hands. And what is far worfo,other Princes 
ftirred vp with this example would extorte the like 
priuiledges,to bring the Church, whether shee will oc 
no into fobie&ion : Soe shall the Churches whole 


liberty vtterly decay,togethcr with the iiuifdi&ion and 
power of Bishoppes, no man remayningwho is able 
to concroule and reftainc the outrages of Tyrants, 
whole whole intention is at this day bent to make 
iiauocke of the Church and Clergy, nor will they 
hauebrought them, like others into bondage-What 
will bee tne end wee know not, but this wee 
knowe,that ourgreife exceedeth mcafurc,bee thefo 
thinges true or falfo, which are thus propound ed: For 
wee are neither obeyed nor reipe&ed in any thing, as 
wee were wont, by Bishoppes or Abbotts, or othersof 
the Clergy of England, beeing now allured of otic 
deposition. But let our Lord the Popeheeperfwaded, 
that wee will neuer on any condition pafle ouer into 
the kinges Dominion, to haue there our cauie decy- 
ded, nor wilt wee euer abide the iudgment of our ene¬ 
my es, and efpecially of Papyan,who thirfteth nothing 
but our blood, thereby to obtayneour feate, which in 
ttuth (asweeheare ) isallready promifed him, vpon 
Condition the kingirtay bee dehuered of vs. 

Wee haue alfo an other exceeding greiuance.The 
nobles as well temporal] peeres as Bishoppes , with, 
other Prelates of the kingdome of France, as it were 
deipairing now of vs, sfiake of and fend vs backe 
againe the Aflociates of pur exile, whom they haue 
heatherto mercifully relicued, and what will thefo but 
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perish heereafter with cold and famyne a as others 
c heir fellowes haue formerly donne. Intimate 41 thefe 
thinges diligently to out Lord the Pope, that h ee may 
piouydcvs tome remedy againft these mifcheifes ac’ 
cording to our requeft, if as yet any zcaleof God re* 
“ mayneth in him, as wee hope it doth, and wee pray 
God our hope confoun 4 eth not. Farewell, and with 
all ipeede resume vshacke this meftangeragaine,who 
may as well in thefe as other matters certify vs, who 
reft ftreyghtned in great extremity*, if thinges are toe 
as Wee heare them reported. ] 

And thus Sunt Thomas wrote to his agent being 
liegerfor him in the £itty. But heere ended not the 
complaints poured out againft Pope Alexander : For 
now remayneth to be recytedan otherepiftleofLum* 
bard Subdeaco oftheSea, Apoftolikc,who lined at this 
pretont in France , and wrote thence to the Pope, 
for it is firft thus inty ruled. To Pope Alexander, Lum- 
bard Subdeacon of the Roman Church. And afeer- 
Wardes beeginneth thus. 

To the reuerent father and Lord Alexander 
by the grace of God High Bishop >.Lum- 
barde his. faith full Clear ke remembreth 
hisferuice of obedience. 


Cod. Vat. 
lib. i. tfiffl , 

l ‘f 


- Whereas I am feruante toyouyHolutej, ondinChnfi 
the worke of your horde1 1 1 neither ton nor ought to 
dtjfemhle theftandersopenlyfpreddto_tbe refrock of your 
renowne,ond derogation of your ttdme,ondfucbmifcketjei 
Us dre fuhttlly deuifed to the detriment- of the 
Church. For John ofOxeforde infolently vaunt# b , hee 
it returned from fame with the honor ofdDeottry, ond 
thefhllnes ofyourfouor, odding orrogontly wit hull , tbdt 
beets fortifyedwithy$urfrittiledgcdgoinfi my Lordof 
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Canterbury, and entry Bishop-, and beeing as it tvere title 
inferiorto tbi Courte of Cardinalls, that het isfubictl to 
you only ,and your Apoflolike power:glorying moreouer 
in bis pry de, bee affirmttb , bee bath procured thatfor the 
» Which neuer hjngdome could yet obtayne , which 
is t the confirmation of a "Manage by your authority, 
btctweenetbe kingofEnglandes fonne, and the Earle of 
Brit allies daughter ,biting Cofyns in the third degree : 
Andlajlly, that Legates (juthas hedejired) were to bee 
fentti heareand determine whatfoeuer ft shouldfleafe 
the king to dtuife Againfl my lord of Canterbury, with-, 
out any remedy ofAppeale. Ml this ( mofl holy father ) 
•vfon lohns ret urneftom Home was diuulged: which by 
hoW much they were the more 'unUfuall, how much 
the more rare to^ bee tonipafed foe much they more. 
amJtedtbe hearts rnynder.whereupon the kjng of France, 
the dtUoutt cbilde of your H olines,and of the Church, 
Was Joe pafiionatlymoMcd ,at heefayd, hee would fre- 
fently addreffe a mejfage to forbid your Legates to enter 
hisEjalmi,and more hee did, rphicb I Willed this Bearer 
tyw*rd of month to deli Her. Hee rejoined moreouer te 
djfcmbUhis Archbishoppes and Bisboffes, bee fore whom 
hee would lay open and declare, how the Church of Bjme 
rayftth alofte the malicious enemyes as weld of him as 
herftlfe, endeauorin* to defrejfe his power } faying: and 
doth bee notfcehemy dishonor who fubtelly comfajfeth to 
Worhc the death ofthe Archbishop of Canterbury, an in¬ 
nocent man,banished for iuflice,and the Churches liberty, 
by yielding him wtckedlyvp into the handes of hisperje - 
cuting enemyes, whom not in refpeli of any fauour recea- 
ued fy him, batting rather bin wronged by him,whyle 
btefirued the king r who now feekjttb his ouerthrowe, 
but moiled with rcutrcntc of the mofi injle cxufe bee 
tuayntaineth with admiration of his 'Vertut,and the loue 
S f m y Lord the Pope ( who injlantly entreated mee for 
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him) t conftantly refolded to enter tayne honorably and 
decently (as long as bee remdyned in exile) and to non* 
rsih him (ds it were) in my bofome y as 1 haue dllrcddy 
heegunne: denouncing to dll y and openly protejling , it 
war no leffe gretuous to him y that your H alines fent Le¬ 
gates for managing this caufe , then if you had defignei 
them for depriving him of his Ctowne . Either were 
they wdntinge who minijlred fewel to his enfiamed 
mynde • 1 ^ 

tyeertupon was oecafion giuen of malice andmifcheu 
nous axtemptes againft •vs y and the Church of God y to 
thent y who from the beeginning had myndesand meaner 
tohurte e vs y whofi wicked purpofe your clemency hath 
nothing changed , althoughyour authority reprcjfed their 
ajfaultes.+Au this l receauedfrom a Clear he who isfaith* 
full and denoted to your Holines,who beeingthenprefent y 
did afterwards pruily deliuer the fame to mee t This one 
thing ( moft holy father) l ajfuredly kjtow ( which l 
wry te riot without teases ) that the glory of your name is 
fimewhat eclipfid^becaufe the detraction of your fame 
is y as it were y meate and drinks to hac\hyters and 
JlandererSy who like men intoxicated and drunks with 
wyncyteareinpeecesyourrcnowne y anddemurest with 
the tawes of mtfieportes y andtbefe are not the fauorers of 
my Lord of Canterbury >but alfo his profejfed foes y and that 
efpectallyjince the tyme of bis •viBory and yours (as 
many beeleiued) was now at hand \ for the day of the 
+ 4 ppeale heeing pafi , the king was in that feare to fee 
himfelfe excommunicated , and his whole dominion inter - 
ehEledyOS hee fayd openly Hec neither perfwaded^nor 
Compelled his Bisboppe+to appeale y and therefore would 
not wtermedle in the matter > the Bishoppes tbcmjclues 
, Were foe mightily troubled y and feared foe much to bee 
interdicted y as fume of them fent me fingers to my lord of 
C*tflcrbury y others were ready to appears at his fummens* 
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W henlohn of Oxefordf , as your Legate ajfimhling 
the Bishoppes commanded them by authority from you (as 
it is reported in France) that they should not come to the 
Lordof Canterbury upon his citation. W hereuponMafter 
Robert Bishop of Hereforde beeing at the feas fyde ready 
to pajfe otter y was recalled agatne y as tn way ofexcufe 
toot deliuered from him to the Lord of Canterbury by his 
Me fingers beeing religious men and well hnowne > (l 
beeing thenfrefent: ) and therefore foe great a trouble 
bath tnuaded the myndcs of many , *vpon the feare they 
conccaue of thekjngesfubtell deutfes to the ruine of the 
Church of Engladandall Churches within his Dominion* 
together with theouerthro we oftbeEcclefiaJlicall liberty* 
and the longer andJlronger persecution of the *Archbishop . 
For whereas it isfayde by many and that wry often , that 
the kjng bath fit <vp the reft ofhis hope on your misfortune 
andde at be* ( which ^Allmighty God out ofhis moft mer - 
cifull clemency long deferre)affirming canftantly (asit 
is reported by many ) that bee will neuer admttt your 
fucceffor* wtill hee hath confirmed all the dignityes and 
cuftomesof his hjngdome. It is therefore fuppofed , that 
craftily and fraudulently heerequefteth the Legates for 
acctmplishinghis owne endec and defires ± as well againft 
the lord of Canterbury^ as all other Bisboppes ofhis land: 
ortfthat fay le* yet at the lea ft that heemayput of tbeex- 
communication againft bis per fin , and the inter ditlion of 
his dominions : and thus winning tymt , hee may foe 
auoydethe authority of the Btshop of Canterbury * as if 
inyourF ope dome hee hee not bounde * hee neede not feare 
the power of your fucceffor * fence (as many fay ) hee hath 
refolued not eafily to reccauehim. Wherefore { moft wifi 
father ) fetch as thiyft after the fiiritt of God y and peace 
cfthe Churchy defer e wish all the ajfettion of their myndes % 
that our Lord willJlyrre *vp in you the Sfeirit of Daniel* 
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Ddnitl, 14. tejedrcb cut the fleyghts of'telly dnd to kill the Dragon: 

For which they hefeech God with their dcuoutcdndcoit' 
tinitdl frdyers. God proper your Holmes with mdtiy 
yeeres. Thus far Lumbard, -whom one reportethto 
haue bin the renowned diuine, who flourished in Pa¬ 
ris , and beeing properly called Peter Lumbard , liued 
inthefedayes. You haue heard the compiayntes of 
the king of France and others,exprefled in Lunqbardes 
letter : Heare now the exulting and infuicing of 
the king of England deriued from this vnfortunate 
fountaine beeing no litle caufe of lamentation to all 
Well dilpofcd myndes: For there is extant to this pur- 
pofean epiftie of Iohn of Salisbury written to lohn 
■Bishop of Poytiers, wherin after other thinges, hee 
laythjhus of the king of England. 

[ Moreouer the king himlelfe touldethe Bishop of 
W orcefter that hee and all other Bishoppes , were 
now exempt from the Lord of Canterburys power, 
and commanded him not to fearo any threates, for 
hee had now my Lord the Pope and all the Cardinalls 
in his purfe ; and foe far heevaunteth, as hee fayth 
t openly, hee hath now at laft obtayned the priuiledge 

or his Grand father, beecaofe in his owneland hee was 
a king, a Legate, a.Patriarcke, and Emperor, and 
Cod <v*t. what hee lift, and foe would he beejwherin as ic is pro- 
Itb. 1 .tfift, bable, hee ay med at the Church of Rome; For what 
’ ’ *• could G&aoilnus or the Archhereticke of Crema 
haue don more for him ? HoW could their Cardinalls 
haue pleafured him more then the forenamed Cardi¬ 
nalls lent from Pope Alexander , who whetted the 
tongues of England, and made them fpitt fire and 
poy ion to terrify the Pope and iubiecl him to their 
will? This will bee regeftred in the Chronickles of the 
Roman Church, and doubtlefie ( God permitting it) 
there willnotwant Hiftoriographers torccorde ,that 
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at the petition and threates of the king of England , 
whole krollerable otceiles hee had foe long endured, 
the Chanopionof liberty, the preacher of iuftice, now 
Jiuing with an infinite number of Innocents for the 
caufo of Allmighty God as yet foure yeeres in ba¬ 
nishment , without any refped of reafon or lawe as a 
Qian guilty, was depriued by the Pope of his office* not 
ypon any offence of his, but only coplcafea Tyrant; 

And yet neuerthelelle mder his letters patents remay* 

(ling with ys, was granted him to exercife in his ampfa 
light the power of his office, wherein is exprefl'ed, 
that hee neither gaue nor reftrayned the mandate for 
the kings excommunication. Q good God what a 
noueltyhaueweeheerc ? The holy Ghoft biddethin . . 
his lawe: Cryeout,ceafonot:and loe an other fpiric, •’ 4< * * 
ofwhat fashion I knowe notiiluing out from the Cic- 
ty into the world, layoch to the Preachers: ceafe, 
cryenot. The Apoftleintlru&ing a Bishopcomman* 4; 
ding biddeth •* Accomplish thy miniftery: And lo the ' 
Apoftolicall man willeth faying, defiil from the mini- 
fiery ofthyne office. Yetpercnace hee fuppofethhee 
can with patience mollify his mynde: but hath hee 
not a fofficicnt tryall to the contrary in the Bishoppc , 
of Canterbury, who hauing bin allmofl foure yeeres 
depriued of his Sea, hath felt the remifhes of the Sea 
Apoflolicke, and the Tyranny of the king,beeing 
all this while expofedto windes ? Let therefore (I pray 
you ) my Lord the Pope bee ashamed of fiich a con¬ 
fidence , and haue a care of his fame,honor, and pre- 
%uadon of the Church, and intimate this vnto him 
with more diligence, aud perfwade my Lordes tho 
Cardinalls to remember the iudgment of Allmighew 
God, to which Tribunal the poore of Ghrift doe witn 
their prayers dayly flyeagainfl ajl the Aduerfaryes of 
the Churches liberty* ] T hus fayeeh Salvlbwy, who 
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fomewhat too boldly carpeth the eftimation of/oo 
noble a Pope, whom in nis epiftles hee often com - 
mendeth, excufeth, defendeth. 

But to the end (reader ) y ou may vnderftand that it 
is dangerous to fpeake euill, and rashly to iudge of the 
High Bishop,.heare (I pray you ) the true defence of 
Pope Alexander, without which it is vnworthy I 
should inferte all this in the Chronickles of the 


Church of Rome. For I shall not difcharge the parte I 
vndertake for bringing to light thetruthof the hiftory, 
if I shall not vntwyning fet it free out of the intangling 
errors and falfe alfertions,with which hee and his a&es 


are wronged, while thingeslayd vniuftly to his charge 
are accepted as certaine, without a dilligent axamina- 
tion ofthe truth ,whichl will make appcarc out ofthe 
epiftles of diuers perfons , whereby thefe reportes 
blazed abroade by lohn of Oxeforde will bee reac¬ 
ted as vntrue. Marke therefore reader. 


Y ou haue feene for the Ipace allmoft of foure yceres, 
beeing fully threeyeeres and a halfe, the Controuerfy 
ofthe Ecdefiafticall liberty beetweene the king and 
Saint Thomas, and together with him the Church of 
Rome,beeing tolled in delaye,daylie dedyning to 
theworfe,the king or Bishoppes neuer condcfcen- 
ding to lubmitt themfelues to the iudgment of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, from whom (asyouhaue 
heard ) the ki£g together with the Bishoppes appea* 
led to the Roman S ea, and by their deputy es prosecu¬ 
ted the fame Appeale:. deliring by them that a Legate 
a Latere might bee fait into England. In which peti¬ 
tion of theyrs r it is firft a falshood, that (as it is affir¬ 
med) the king requefted onelya Legate for England, 
which was the Cardinall of Papia: For heare the fame 
Salifbury: Our king (faith hee) requireth that Wil- 
lja of Papia, and another Cardinall bee lent as Legates, 
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See. And the Pope fearing, leaft one ofthem,beeing 
the kings frind, there might come any damage there¬ 
by to the contrary parte,ms Hplincs chole luch an one 
to bee his ailociate, as by hi9 eminent vertue might 
withftand him, if heewould attempt any thing againft 
right and equity, whom alfp hee knew to fauor the 
Bishop of Poyders, treating of both the Legates, in 
his letter to hunt Thomas wryteth: to this William 
of Papia (fayth hee ) as itis reported,my Lord Oddo 
the Deacpn Cardinal de Carcere Tulliano is allocate, 
and I wish it foe, for, a fauorable and well dilpofed 
ftarre may by coniun&ion, if it cannot extinguish the 
malice ofan euillaffe&ed ftarre, yet at the leaft temper 
and extenuate the fame,. 

Moreouer that his Holines deflgned the lame 
legates not to decyde the controuerly (as it was pu- 
buckly reported ) according to Iohin of Salilburyes 
laying, but to compole a peace, the letters of the fame 
Pope Alexander,yet extant,doe playnly witnes.But to 
the end laint Thomas might reft lecureof any feare 
horn the layde William the Legate, Alexander aboue 
all other thinges made him promile not to attempt any 
matter againft the Archbishop of Canterbury : I will 
relate the very wordesof Pope Alexander in his epiftle 
to Saint Thomas: and truly (lay th hee) you may re* 
mayneablolutely confident in the Cardinalls. neyther 
ought you any way to doubt of the mentioned Wib 
liam, becdufe wee haue ftreyghtly and precilely inioy* 
nedhim, to employ his whole power to worke your 
peace, and hee made vs foe faithfull a promife thereof 
that wee haue no doubt of the contrary. And more, 
that hee might very much preuayle in procuring the 
peace, the matter beeing throughly confidered,by 
realon of his intire familiarity with the king,the 
AmeSalilbuty conocauedin hismynde,and exprefted 
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in wryting to the Legate in thele Wordes: but in tha 
tneane tyme, I hope, this rout familiarity with the 
king, which co many is foe nifpicious, will bee profi¬ 
table to the Church, necfeflary to you, gaynmil to 
him, and to vs glorious. 

Beefides this Alexander endeauouring to make a 
peace beetweene the Archbishop and the king, com* 
manded not (as the kings, me {linger lying fouly (ay d) 
that this should bee accomplished with dethmorit 
to the Churches liberty, but contrary wife would haws 
aboue all thinges a Ipeciall prouifion for the Ecclefia- 
fticall lawes j toe as in this pointe (aint Thomas had no 
cauie of doubt, that the liberty of the Church should 
hecrcin fuftaine any damage at all,as in the Catac 
letters the (ayd Bishop dehuered. Againo that there 
was nothing granted by Alexander to the Bishoppes 
excommunicated by (aint Thomas (as Oxeford (aidy 
affirmed) but that at the houte of death they might 
bee abfolucd, with a caution confirmed bjoath^as the 
letters which his Holines wrote by the fame Legates 
to the Bishops of England doe manifeft. Neither 
yet was that true which with exce/Iiue boafting 
Cti, Vat. Oxeforde did lying Ipread abroade among all 
to. xjtfifi.). men, how the king was exempted from the Arehbis- 
haypes authority,but that his power ouer the king 
Was only (ulpended while the Legates treated as the 
peace, in like cafeamditpace as thereis beetweene ad- 
uerfe armys an abftinence of wacre during a parlee. 
And if peace tookenoplace,that Saint Thomas might 
then vie his authority againft the king, Alexander in 
his letters (ent to S. T homos t hus play nly deckereth; 
{But if perchance (which God forbid }thckingshalb 
determine wkh a hardened harte to perfift in his 
obftinacy , nor yet will , as now , yeeld any 
thing to the will of- Alinaighty God j our admo- 
nition, and his owne honor in his reconciliation to 
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you and yours, with the peace of the Church : 
If afterwardes you thinke conuenient to execute the 
: feuerity of a due reucnge vponthekingdome,andthe 
perfons of the fame lubic&e to your iurifdi&ion,bee 
t it either in regard of your Primacy , or Legantyne 
. power, you shall reuente the iniuryes offered to your 
' telfeand your Church (asyou shall,'thinke fitting) 
with referuation of grauity, and maturity of iudgmcnt 
' beeomming your Pontificail dignity, j 
And to the pointe,that Pope Alexander dealte bounr 
rihtlly with Iohn of Oxcforde, the kinges meffingct* 
at his conuningto Rome , heeftowing on him the 
Deanry of Salisbury, which boeing extorted from his 
' Bishop* hee&rrendredvp into tehandcsof hisHoh- 
ne6 , and that done, the wretched and’ altogether w , 
w ortthic m 4 ,r eceaucd, the lame from the Popeagaine, 
Forthe Popes excufa hccrcin,Iohn ofPoytkrswrytcth 
thus in hislettersto faint Thomas: [ lohnof Oxcfbtde 
' woon the more grace in the Popes lighten regard hoe 
fuggefled to hisHoliaes. that apeace might bee coo- 
' eluded beetweencyouand. the Jang ,if there werebat 
oneto deale fr&bfully in chebuhacs; and promisedt« 
doe bis owncrvttcrrnoftendeouor for the performance 
thereof. ] And addeth, hoc was abfolued mom. hiioc- 
communication by tb s Pope, in rdpeft kee abiurtd 
: tho, kinges cuftomes, the very ground of all this terra. 

5 bledifcord. Thustherefbtebynsdbnofthefeirepro* 
r miles and a fell* pretence efconaimng apeace. Pope 
' Alexander wasdeceaued by him, wnois found a. n®- 
' toriouslyar in thi%that vponbis returaehsepubliakljt 
reported, how by priuiledgeof his, Halines, hoc wu 
exempted from the iurifdiaina af cheArchbishc^tof 
Canterbury. For,chacthe Archbishoppes authority) 

- was only ufpended,duringthe conrinuanceafthe Lx-, 
-gantino power, and no way abrogated, what beefote; 
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is lay d doth playnly showe. And Pope Alexander 
wryting the next yeere to the Legates againft this 
lohn of Oxeforde, who had dilpercing lowed luch 
/alshoodesin the myndes of all, commanded him to 
bee punished with a nioft leuere iudgmcnt. And thefe 
letters shall alfo in their proper place bee recy- 
ted. 

All this haue wee layd to wash away the fowle 
/landers which lohn of'Oxeforde bruted in England 
againft Pope Alexander, and which lohn of Salisbury 
Coo credulous relished foe ill for a tyme : for although 
( as you haue leene ) hee Ipoake hardly againft Pope 
Alexander ,yet afterwardes againe hee commendetn, 
and in parte excufeth him, in regarde what hee did, was 
vpon conftraint of neceflity. For writing to faint 
Thomas hee layth: Neither haue I any greate confi¬ 
dence of the Courte of Rome, whole manners and ne- 
cefEtys are wellknowne to vs : Pope Alexander in- 
deede is a holy and iuft man, but his extremity es are foe 
many, and foe greate is the couetoulnes and wicked 
dealing of the RomSs, aslometymes hee ftretchethto 
the vtermoft of his power, and procuipth by dilpcnla- 
cion that which is layd to bee profitable to the com¬ 
mon wealth, aUthoughvnprofitableto Religion. And 
againe ney ther bee y ee. dilcomfordcd, if yce lee in the 
Roman Courte lomewhat worthy of reprehenfion, 
xemebring in the Golpell, how the faithfull are com¬ 
manded not to imitate the workes of them, who fit in 
thechaire of Moy fes, but to followe their do&rine. 
But hee corrededabfolutely this and all the reft ofhis 
laft letters written vpon this occalion, after better dif- 
couery ofthebufineSjhandling the whole matter from 
the very firft comming of this moft vilde man lohn of 
Oxeforde, and wryting to Myles Bishop of Moryn 
in this forte: If any man will diligently conlidcrth© 
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preceedinges at Rome, hee shall apparently fee, how 
the Pope, albceit circumuented, yet neuertheles molt 
faythfully handled the caufeofthe Church and vs. For 
the often recytodlohn of Oxeford beeing in the end 
vpon his oath according to the cuftome abfolued, 
fwoare againe publickly, that hee did nothing in the 
aforefayd Conuentickle of Scyfmaticks, agauift the 
faith of the Church, and the honor and commodity, 
of my Lord the Pope; And I-Wctuld to God hee had 
notbinperiured. Afterwardes hee deliuered letters of 
commendation and Petition from the king, wherin 
waswritten, that credit should beegiuen toniminall 
thinges, as to the king himfelfe: Then bouKtred out 
with foe greate an authority, hee fubmitteth thecaufe 
in controuerfy betweene the king and the Archbishop 
for the wicked cuftomesio the arbitriment of his Ho* 
lines, that at his pleafure they should bee either con¬ 
firmed or cancelled, anS binding this alfo with'ano- 
ther oath, hee preuayled foe farre,as the Pope yeel- 
ded to fend his Legates to this purpofe. ] Thus fayth 
Salisbury, whereby you may fee, that a man prominng 
foe much, and that not idely, but fbrtifyed with the 
letters of a king, and may ntayned with oathes, ought 
not topalle vnreWarded from the Pope ; which re- 
warde his Holihes beeftowed,as the fame Author wit- 
nefTeth in the Epiftle next enfuing j for heefent him 
backeinto England endowed with a Ring>andprefer¬ 
red to the benefice of a Deanry; whereupon hee grew 
to falfify with more confidence, and had far better oc¬ 
casions to coulor his deceypces, And/I would to God 
I could excufc as Well as the Pope, fome of the Cirdi- 
nalls, who Were corrupted with golde; but Godforbid 
I should purge withexcufe that which deferueth ex¬ 
ceeding) reprehenfion ; yea I haue euerfayde,thefe 
deade flyes loofing the odor of their ©yntmentes, are 
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to bee profecuted with moft bitter inue&iuues. ] 

Tki k ingtf The king of England fent therefore by the Emhafla- 
*ftghnd dots to Rome certayne poundes of gould, to bee diftri- 

»nd*sturith among the Cafdkialis: Many efittftsyned fowl/ 

thl^Csrii- giftes) others Ce theit great commendation ab- 
fi s llj w itb folutely refuted them, beecaufe they beelieued thefe 
Mtt. fewardes of kinges turned to the reproach of the 
ApoftolickeSe*: which afluredly foe happened, for 
by reafbn heereofwere ray fed moft gfeeuous fcandalls, 
* end the face of the holy Church, the fpoufe of Chrift 

Was much darkened; for marke ( I pray you ) heere- 
ttpon the iuft complaynte of faint Thomas vttered in 
his epiftle to the Archbishop of Mountes.[I fpeake 
itidmiffl. (fityth hee) with greifea thing much to bee lamented, 
re theCkty of greate renowne, which hath conquered 

aflmoft the whole world, is furpryfed , beeing oner- 
ChroWrr with,the couetoufhes of earthly faoor,and shea 
who could‘neuer perish with the fwoard, yeeldeth 
thorough the infe&ion ofait accidental! poyfon. O 
gretfe! in her fell is euery where found the lolle of 
the Churches liberty for the grace of a temporal! 
commodity. A breach is made to her ruine by the 
fubtell fleyghtes ofriehes, shee pra&ifeth dishoneftly 
as a harlot > who lyeth openly in the ftreete to the luft 
of many, euery mighty man committeth fornication 
With her. ] Thefe and other the Uke with great bit- 
temesofhismyttde did Saint Thomas eueft now at the 
poynte of his glorious Maityrdotne,poure out into 
the eares of his faithful! frlnd, vpott occafion of this 
goujdjfofentby the king of England, to corrupt Ad 
Cource of Rome. Heare you alfo the complayntesof 
ibidmtfij I. the Bishop of Poytiers wry ting there of toLuffibarde 
n. in this forte. The king moteouer vaunted ; that nee 
had foch frindes inthe Courte>as could quashe ail the 

attemptesof the Archbishop of CaiySM!bucy, and-Wrtw 

Co diligent 
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fo diligent in following all his bufines, as the Aibifo 
hop could not deliuer a pecion, nor obtayne the lead 
fauor,but hee had prefent intelligence thereof by his 
frindesjy ea wee knowe theyrenames whole afliflbn cc, 
he vfeth, and haue lately dealt in courte , that the 
caufeof God and the power of Child mightbe foulde 
: Staryjde rate, neither triily was there a multitude in 
: thecommutation of them i and was it pofljble there 
: should bee fuchouncesof goldeas could enforcethem 
w tofeU ,who should haue bine the very pillars of the 
» Church ? And the king is ioe pufted vp with this 
- tryumph, as they cannot conceale in his Pallace, but 
■ muft needes blab what Cardinalls they were who 
r Would not tafte of that peftiferous and infamous gold', 

5 and on the othet iy de. who they were who dilpofed of 
the money , in what forte it should bee dilhibuted, to 
: fome more, to fome leflc,according as euery of them 
■; did more or lelle deforueinthis workeof thefobuer- 
r lion ofiudice. ] Thus wry tcth hee of the matter. 

Concerning thofe who foomed theyre gold,among Cd ^>~ 
octets were Humbald and Hiacinth moll renowned atherred 
. Cardinalls of the lacredRoman Church, the frindcs theft iritis, 
s Thomas of whom an epidle is extant written Ibidem 
. by the jaint wherin is moll honorable mention made epift.;*. 

; of their contempt of gold becaufo to their etemall 
. commendation, they not only forbare to touch the 
hind of England*, golde,but alfoe bountefiilly and 
charitably beedowed their owne on the English being 
< Poore banished men foffering for the Churches 
5 caufe. For Saint Thomas layth: [others comfort vs 
; with wordes, but your bounty releeueth vs with yoUs 
>} mhftance.and your workes, you haue lamented out 
; jrisfortuneaud the Churchescalamity.»and elteemed 
hteteas your owne, the mifory s of the pooce banished 
^ Chriilj the raoft iuft Iudge«eadcr youin that day 
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therewardes of your brotherly Charity,andthefajites I 
ofyour true copaflion, which promifeethto themer- i 
ofull abundance of tnercy :you faaue not wandred after : 
. gold, withthe bay te whereof, to our exceeding hurte, 
and the confufion of the Apmtolike Sea, fome bane i 
bin caught; by whole procurement the king of En¬ 
gland hauing receaned the Apoftolicall letters, which 
bee caufed to bee read in the ftreetes of either king- 
dome, vaunted chat hee had tryumphed oner the ; 
Churchof Rome, nor without caufc , for hee hath i 
obtayned his defire: and now at his ownepleafiue hee 
maketh hauocke in the Church of God without con- 
troulment of any, hoping my lord the Pope ( which j 
Godforbid) or myfelte should, according tohis owne 
■wish,in the meane tymre dye.] Andafterwardes hauing 
rehearled his -lamentable diftreiTes, hfce Wryteth thus 
againe of the gold beftoWed at Rome.: [our Lord 
knoweth who ace his, and the Church now partly 
knoweth who are not ; hers: For the king of England 
boafteth openly, who are his, neither is ioconcealed . 
to how many, and to whom hisgould was giuen, but 
, his bounteous giftes were the Ipoylesofvs, the Ipoyles 
of the poore of the crucify ed, the fpoyies of Chdft 
hitnfehe ,y eaibegreat Was theleaflpottionof their 
Ipoy les, And therefore thus, beecaule the king heere- 
upon lachligioufiy vlurpeth the moft -ample reuennes 
of the Archbishopcick-e of Canterbury ; wee cannot , 
(I lay) nor ought-to excufe thefe offences loefoiile 
anddeteftahlJe, far who are in thisforte enthralled with 
the royall jgcdde r are become therby leaden, and Ira 
clhrnation deformed; beeingfor their leufiy flexible, ' 
they are in the burden of their confidence heauy, to 
God hatefullyeypoied to the derifiori of men, and 
to beetroadenvnderfbote as fake wanting taftc, which 
is afterwards of no Deftroy them ( 6 God ) ' 
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before they infedt the holy Church, which is without 
ip&ttor wrickle. Confound them ( o God ) beefore 
tney beetray the Church into the handesof the Laye- 
ty: let thefe errors of their PredecelTors, bee a greater 
aampleand warning to their 8uccellbrs. 

ANNO DOMINI n68. 


The yeere (if 8. together with the firft Indidtion Z-*£*f* fin* 
now followeth; (tithe beeginning of which yeere, and 
the Kalends of Ianuary, the Legates a latere defigned °-* * 

to goe from theCitty to the king of England, vnder- ■ 
tooke theyr ioumey; the cxadfce tyme of this their 
voyage is fignifyed in the letters written by IohnBif- Vrt ‘ 

hop of Poytiers to Saint Thomas in thefe wordes: U| 
thefe two Legates, I meane William of Papia Preift 
Cardinall of tnetytell of Saint Peter ad vincula, and 
Oddo Deacon Cardinall of Saint N icholas in carcerO 
Tnlliano, palled on their way inthe Kalends of Janua¬ 
ry making hafteto our partes : but although they de¬ 
parted ioyntly together out ofthe Citty, yet went they 
not one, but feucrall way es, deuyded in their trauailing 
vnto France, determining to mcete together at the 
Citty of mount Peflulan. 

But beefore wee proceede farther in the hiftory, let 
vs fee what letters Pope Alexander deliueted to the 
Legates, that you may perceaue to what purpofe hee ; 
lent them: the letters of the Legacy are yet extant, 
ofwhichiomewere dke&ed to S. Thomas , others to 
rheking of England,which heerewee areto recyte out : 
ofthe lame written booke, add firft' thefe letters to Si’ 

Thomasin thefe wordes. 306 . t.tfifii 


[ That wee haue not often With our letters vifefcd' ^ Topis 
youroWneperfbn,the reafon (as you may vnderftahd) % tttrs to t', 
was in regarde Wee haue bin often careftill to vcek^Thomut. * 

Nij 
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knowne to you by meflingers and word of mouth fuch 
thinges, as wee thought not conuenient to commit to 
wry ting: But now Wee would haue your difcredon to 
beecertifyed, that Wee with all our harty affection 
defiring your peace, haue fent ourbeeloued formes 
Wihiam of the Titell of S aint P eeter *d •vine* U Preift 
with Oddo of Saint Nicholas in carccre Tulliano 
Deacon , Cardinalles, vnto.our mod deere fonne in 
' Chrift the famous king of England,to exercife the of¬ 
fice of Legates, in his Dominions on this fyde the 
feas i which is done efpedally to rnako a final! con- 
clufion and agreement beetweene you and the king, 
and by the grace of God to bring all to a chari¬ 
table end. Wherfore in regarde, wee efteeme your 
peace to bee all one with that of the Church, 
neither doe for any oauie more dpfire the fame, 
then in that Wee fuppofe the vniuerfall Church shall 
receaue greater vtihty therby, wee doc by thefe our 
Apoftolicall letters entreate , admonish , counfell 
and command your brotherhood carefully to cpnfider, 
how dangeroufly the flat* of this prefente tyme 
fiandeth, and how much the Church committed to 
your charge wanteth your prefence and councell, 
and therefore to endeauorapeace, apd inclyneyour 
mynde and will to lay a lure foundation of concord 
beCtwecne you and 'the a forefaydeking,.as far as may 
ftandwith the reputation of you and your Church. 

And although all thipges doe not heereinfucceede 
according to your hartes defircj yet wincke at them 
fora feafon, intending by godes grace in procefleof 
tymeto reduce to theformer ftate fuch matters [as are 
= : -to bee amended. N either yet in reg^tde of the worde, 
\ which according to your petition wee. fignifyedto our 
moft deere fonne inChrift the. renowned king of 
•jFfaccc, doe you jp any cafe fall of ©r ; grange your 
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myndeor will from peace , and the benefit of concord. 

So long os in the couenates thereof you may preferue 
(as wee haue Sayde) the honor of your felfe & Church 
vntouched; becaufe you may heereafter bylitle and 
tide With discretion roote out many mifdemeanors, 
which if you should at this inftant attempt, Would bee 
- matters of greate moment. A nd concerning thefe two 

■ Cardinalls, you may bee confident in them; nether 
ought you any Way to miftruft the aforeSayde William, 
becaufe wee haue ftrey ghtly and feuerely commanded 
him to bend his whole power to the comparing of 
your peace, and this hath hee fo faithfully promiled, 
as wee can ncuer mifdoubt the cahtrary. Moreouer 
weeentreate and admonish y our brotherhood,that you 
Would carefully deale on our beehalfe with our beelo- 
ued Sonne that noble Earle of Flanders, and inftantly 
perfwade him, that confidering the neceffity of vs and 
the Church, hee Would endeauor with his liberality 
fomeWhat to fuccor vs> for wee doe not thinke hee , 
can doe a more acceptable Seruice to A llmighty God, 
then to labor at this prefentto comforte vs with the 
worthy Supply of his bounty for the defence of the 
Churches liberty. ] Thuswrote Pope Alexandervnto 
n Saint Thomas; and to king Henry of England by the 
> £une Legates in this forte. 

[ Y eelding gladly to the requeues of your Maieftie 
and defiring as far, as with God and his iuftice-; wee 
can to Satisfy your n&ll in all thinges, and showe due s 
refpe&e to you and your honor, wee haue thought 
good to Sende vnto your excellency, as Legates into 
your dominions on this fyde the Seas,our beeloued 
ionnes William ofthetytell of Saint Peter dd vincuU 
,■ Preift, with Oddo of Saint Nicholas in carcere Tul- 

, Hano Deacon, Cardinalles, men of learning diSa'etion 
vertue, beeing of great authority in the Church of 
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God, and well affe&ed to you and your kingdome,and 
whom, among the reft of our brethren wee efteemeas 
very deere aud acceptable to vs,giuing them abso¬ 
lute power to vnderftand thofe caules which in former 
letters wee haue declared to you, with all other matters 
likewiSe^which shall feeme conuenient for them to 
knoWe? whom wee haue in all things authorized as 
vice gerents fo far in our fteede, as euer the Church of 
Rome was accuftomed heeretofom to constitute 
them or any other Legates of the Apoftolike Sea. 
Whereforewee doe by our A poftolical letters requeft, 
admonish,andir}our lord exboiteyourHighnes that 
you will honorably and benignly receaue, and (as it 
beefeemeth your royall dignity ) courteoufly enter- 
tayne them, in Such forte as ismeete for men of that 
eminency, and Legates of the Apoftolicall Sea; Soe 
jts the holy Church of Rome may in your beehauiour 
to her Sonnes acknowledge your ancient deuotion to 
her, and your Maieftie together with the Jandes com¬ 
mitted to your gouerment, through the goodnes of 
God, reape tberby encreafc of all things : and for 
thple matters which they shall propole to your excel¬ 
lency on our behalfe, wee doe wish you Soe diligently 
toadmitt,and promptly to obey them: as our lord and 
•hisChurch, may bee therin worthily honored,and 
you with the rcaimes fubiecl to your regiment, may 
alSo thereby gayne abundance of benents, With rew- 
ardesfrom God > and prayfe and glory beefore men. 
S hewe not the coppy of this letter to any but only 
Mailer. Gunter ,. becaufe I haue palled therupon 
as (tri&e a promife to Mailer Walter,as hecdefired. ] 
Thus wrote the Pope to the king, fending like-wile an 
othpr letter of the lame cffe&e to the Bishops of En¬ 
gland, which beeeinneth i [ it is reported to out earns, 
&c. Dated the laft yeerein the Kala ^ ^December. 
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By-all which is euidently apparant, that Pope Ale¬ 
xander perfwaded a peace, in fuch forte, asno detri- 
ment might therapon accrewe to the Church. 

Pope Alexander did wry te withall by the lame Le¬ 
gates to the king of France, to -whom among other 
tninges hee epeneth the defire of his mynde for hono¬ 
ring Saint Thomas With all worthy refpe&es , and 
decreeing to this holy man the Legantyne authority 
ouer the whole Church of France, if the Bishoppes cf 
that kingdome w ere foe pleafed. The letters of his 
Holines were thus indighted. 

Amonge other renowned tokens of your magni¬ 
ficence and deuotion,Wee efteeme as cheifeft, that 
you haue with fo many and loe great honors entertay- 
ned our reuerent brother Thomas Archbishop of 
Canterbury, a man mod religious, difereete and ver- 
tuous, and to vs,and the vniuerfall Churchin euery 
refpedt molt deere and acceptable: and that out of your 
bouty you haucvouchfafed pletifully to beeftowe foe- 
large and royall benefittes out of your humanity on? 
him, for which wee render your MaiefUethe greateft 
and Worth yell thanks wee may,and for your clemency 
therin commend you with molt exceeding prayfesin 
our lord. And this as .it is molt grateful! to God,to 
Whom in his petlon you haue confecrated the fame,foe 
wee accept it as deerelyasifyou had donneit to our 
felues land becaufe withall our affe&ionswee defire 
the peace of the fame Archbishop,wee haue thought 
conuenient to fend our beelouedfonnes William of the. 
tyteh of faint Peter *d vincuU, and Oddo of Saint 
Nicholas incurcere T ulluno Cardinalls, to our mod 
deere Sonne in Ghrift Henry famous king of England, 
to reforme by the helpe of God all matters beetweene 
thofayd king, and Archbishop, indifferently for the 
hotter of then* boefi, and for the conclufi on of perfed 

N iiij . 
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concord and peace, and chat they may in the fame 
fringes landes on this iyde of the feas heare and vader- 
ftand all arayfing controuerfyes, and there inidy the 
Legantine authority of the Apoftolifre Sea. 

Wherefore by our A podolicall letters wee beefoech, 
admonish, and in our lord exhorte your Maieftie that 
for the reuerence of the Church of God, and the ho¬ 
nor of Saint Peeter and vs, you would effectually doe 
your parte as well with thefayd king as Archbishop, 
and carefully labor in fuch forte as to the honor of 
God and his Church ,and lifrewifo to the benefit arid 
commodity of them both ,they may frindly and peace¬ 
ably agree together andbend their myndes and willes 
wholly therunto, foe it beedonne without impeach¬ 
ment of the Archbishops and the Churches reputa¬ 
tion. Andifbyendeauour and labor of the fame Car- 
djnalles with your trauell, they may returneto peace 
and agreement, the Church, which next vnder God 
is fupported with your fpeciall alii dance, shall receaue 
thereby no linall encreafe, and you in the bleiled retri¬ 
bution of the iuftobtayne of Allmighty God for this 
a fpeciall reward. But if otherwifo (which God forbid) 
they cannot accorde, foe it may ftand withyour royall 
Iifreing and good plealure, it would bee to vs in euery 
refpeCt a lingular pleafore, and very gratefull and 
acceptable, ifit may bee without great fcandall of the 
petfons of your kingdoms, that wee might endows 
the ftyd Arbishop with a particular honor aboue 
others, and make him oiir Legate vice-gerent in thofe 
your partes, and therefore doe mod earnedly entreate 
your Highnes, if hee cannot a cheyue a peace with 
reforuation of the honor of himfolfe and the Church, 
beeingthe thing wee mod defire, then that you will 
with all fpeede fignify vnto vs your mynd hcercin, and 
fo the meane while conceaue this as m exceeding 
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:: Secret. ] Thus wrote the Pope to the king of France. 
TheLegates therefore as foone as they touched Frace, 
ptelendy fluted lairit T hotnas with their letters, and 
William did in this forte wry te vnto him. 

[ AUthough thorough the variable alteration of Cad. V*t'. 
I tymes,for doubt leaft the Church of Rome,beeing 
:: diftemp'ered with a Scyfme , should foftayne the 
. greater damages, wee feemein the conceipts oflotne 
, to decline fro m you to the aducrfepartejhee knoweth 
notwithftanding, who is the fearcher of hartes how 
Weeconferuc ftili in our breaftesa tender affection vn- 
- toyou. For truly, as to our remembrance, wee haue 
fignifyed often to your wifedome, wee haue with all 
z *kc care wee couldlabored to efehewe the fulpicion of 
i the king of England, to the end wee might in procelTe 
rftyme bee a more effe&uall meane for compofing a 
peace beetween him and you, and with all retayne dill 
the deuotion and zeale of>loe greatea prince to the 
ApoftolikeSea. And beeijig now defigned together 
with oiirreuerent brother Oddo a Gardinall Deacon 
to pafle into his Signioryes, for determination oftho 
matters in controiierly beetweene you and him,in luch 
forte as wee shall fee moft expedient for thq Church of 
,, God, wee exhorte earneftly and perlwade y our dilcre - 
.. cion, that fetting a ly de, as much as in y ou lyeth,thofe 
thinges which are accuftqmed to bceget the catties of 
greater diilendon, you would with dilligent care bee 
attetiue to that which can beft procure a concord. For 
wee will bendourmyndes, as much as by Gods grace 
wee may,to deale without any refped of persds for this, 

, peace and your profit,leauing nothing vndone, as the 
proofe God willing shall make playne, which wee can 
, ! po/Iibly effect,for the honor of God and his Church.} 
Thuswrote William the Cardinal and Legate to faint 
Thomas twhaanfwcred as foliowes. 

> 
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To his reuercnt Lord and frond worthy of 
louc Vvilliam by the grace of God Preift 
Cardinall of the cytett of Saint Peter ad 1 
vincula and Legate of the Apoftolike Sea, ■ 

/ Thomas by the fame grace the humble fer- 

uante of the Church of Canterbury vis- , 
heth health and courage againft the in- 1 
folcncy of Princes. 

^Tht’hlter W eey eelde thankes to youp charity for VoUchfifing 

fitters of »*n> at the laft to vifte with your excellencyes letters 
T Itornas to wr f*ore of ft itiedperftn , which is meafwed oftmany by 
VfiUiom the theftate of our prefentfortune , not by wbat ispafte iytt 
Jugate. God may heereafttr out of his mercy y when it pieafeth 
him, and to him shallfeeme conucntcnt y rejborcvsagayoc 
to better. In that you fay ,wberas many fuppofe yon are 
notfoe throughly affcBed to Its thereofon heereofis the 
Churches greate vtility, leaf otberwsfi beeing held in \ 
fujpicitn by the king, hee should beetherbyleffe denoted 
tothe facredBjuuan Church, and notfoe muchenclineto 
compofitionsfapeace with vs: God the farcher of hones ■ 
heft kjtowethy and the euent of t hinges will declare. If el : 
this inftant you come into his dominions (as your letterJ 
figntfy ) for decydmgtbe contiouerfyes bcetweene vs end 
him infuchf,> rte at t* the Church you shallfee moft profit 
table , it is atbingpoftible j But wee art of opinion, that 
wee certainly knowc to what intent you are come, ami 
how wee ought to receaue you : whereupon wee defirein 
our lord moft inftantly to exhorte your wifidome t foct» , 
bet bane yourfife in this bufines, as t her by God maybtt ;| 
honored, the Church re{ieued,andwee reftortdtaglny , 
amyd the people, and in our nation. If any factor or peatt . 
fall tovsby your labortndinduftry , wee shaHthafoV . 
thankf God and your, diligpnt care. And met wish y# 
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VkU weygb with 4 tender dffe&ion and compdJSion , 
htvtgredte dgreiiunces wee and the Church of England 
hmeftfidyned, and doe dsyet endure ,andhern much the 
tnmtrftll Church tsmpeaehed in our fufferapce. On thi* 
bojtnti me cafl the eyei of attend all expect the conclu/ion 
■■ thereof , the infolency offrinces will eyther exalte their 
' homes,or 4 s they worthily deferue,beefupprejfed. *And 
:: Iwsh they may rather by thisyour commtng fufldyne 
Ioffe, then retotter Jhength. God fend you now and euer 
Vfelltoftre y that wee and the Church may thereby fare 
thehetter. Thus faintThomas. 

Botin regard William the Legate not only in his 
V letters to faint Thomas and others, but alfo in wordes 
i: did openly vannte, that hee came as a Iudge of this 
concrouerfyc,and did vfibally with greater pride and 
, infolency vnaduifedlyboafleinthis forte:faint Tho- 
r mas fending a meffinger to Rome, did prefendy com- T f )0 - 

playne thereof to Pope Alexanderby his lettersjwhe- mMt Mm 
5 tin after hee had fitft fee beefote his eyes, howe far playntth to 
■t forth Godhadaffifted him in conquering the pryde tie Pope «* 
, of the Emperor, who was dreadful! to the whole Vvil- 
s World; hauing experienced thereby, that the helpeof " 4OT *** 
i Allmighty God was on hisfyde, for the defence of 
the Church againft any Tyrants whatfomeuer, hete ub. i. ofift. 
. had now (as hee fay de) learned not to feare. Then hee it. 

; defcendeth to William of Papia. [ I would moreouer 
haneyour Holines vnderftand, that what Wee dreaded 
, isbeefalienvs,andwhat weeforetould is now appa- 
; rant, concemipg the pryde and prefiimptiOn or the 
lord-William of Papia, as you may- Well perceaue by 
v thefe letters hee lent vs ittftafltly vponhis comming, 
from whom wee expected ( according to the tenor of 
yourmandateto my.LordtheJcing offrance, and vs) 

•fether comforte f or the tecouery of pleace, then con- 
Monfor decyding of controuerfyes beetweeoe the 
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king of England and vs. For hee is not the perfon, vn- 
to whole authority in this cafe wee ought to be fub- 
ie&, Specially fince hee was rather procured to Come 
vpon the kinges inftant intreaty to you, then any way 
compelled or fent by you. W ee iiippofe truly it is not 
agreable to lawe, wee should bee enthralled to the 
judgment or examination of him, who feeketh to 
make his commodity of our blood: let him not ther- 
fore goe about to purchalfe to himfelfe, by the prize 
of our life, the name and glory ofiniquky. ] Thus hee 
wrote, becaufe (asit appeareth out of other letters) 
it was heide for certay ne,that the king of England had ■' 
promifed William the Archbishoppricke or Canter* * 
bury, if hee coulddepriue Thomas of the fame. Hee 
~ proceedeth. [Wee doe therfore earneftly beefeeeh 
you( father) ifasyetyou hauecare of vs, to abrogate 
his authority at leafte foe far as it concerneth vsand 
ourcaufes incontrouerly. 

But let vs fee what Oddo the Deacon Cardinal! the ■ 
other Legate a Latere did wryte to Saint Thomas who 
fignifyed fomewhat, though nottnuch,by lettersof ; 
greatenote,concerning hisiourney, leauingmatters ■ 
of more fecrecy to the relation of the mefEnger hee 
lent. The letter hee wrote was thus. 


To the worthyly beloued father >and his rooft 
dearc brother, Thomas by the grace of 
God Archbishop of Canterbury, Oddo ; 
by the fame grace Deacon Cardinall of the 
facred Roman Church and Legate of the C 
Th Utter of ApoftolikeSca fendeth greeting. 

odde the W« (trtifyeyour dedrely hee lottedfelfe , thdt after err -c 

T hornet ' * ,urne y r vndcrtdkjn> r upon our LordtbePofes tommande- 4 
Ibidem ef ifi. t*tnt, pdfsing through bd^arddhle pldces of exceeding-i 
4, gredtt danger, wet am Med in the end hyt be conduChon 'i 
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tfAllmtghty Cod in Venice j out enemy es the Scyfina- 
nhes lying, on euery Jyde , in ambushments ready to 
intercept vs, whofeJhares by the fauor of G od are broaden 
inpetces,andwee delivered, oind travel ling from Venice 
not covertly, bvt openly, with great ioy and comforte of 
tnrfryndes, through Marchia, Verona ,andour native 
ctunt/ey Bri.ru ( where wee made feme long abroade) 
byBergomad TrlillaneneereT^ouaria ; then by Vercelles 
nttfar fromTavrin, wee attayned to Saint Michaelles 
dt clufa, and thorough Vrevince to Saint Gyles with 
fafety vnttucked,following thence our ready wry f * 

Mtunt VeJfulan, where the lord William oar frynde , 
whom our Lord the fope afsigned to bee ovrajfociate, 
aafling thorough other count ryes, infuch forte, as wee 
[rpptfeyou have hearde ,gaue vs the meeting, .Andnow 
proceeding onfarther, wee fend you this bearer our Cha- 
floyne, whom wee would have you credit as our flues 
biting confident in whaif imtuer bee shall onour beebalfe 
relate vntoyou : and whatfomeuer you will figntfy 
btckf dgayne to vs, trufibimtherin, as.you would trufi 
yurfelft. Thus wrote Oddo the Legate to faint Thq- ;. 

maj- Who beefoce hee receaued the lame, or any 
Way vndcrftood ofthe Lord Oddos beeing in France* 
faluted him with this refpe&iue letter. 

[Hearing the approacnof your excellency,Chriftes Modem tf ifl 
banished nocke, our fellowcs in exile, conccaueda 
ttvetuellousioyjand asifan Angetl were fent fro heauen 
for thecomforte ofthe Ghurch, and ranfoming of the 
Clergy, the whole congregation of Saintes with 
diankes-gining trynmphed: And although your af- 
fociate bee held in liilpition by many., faying hee ac- 
cepteth of perlons andre Wardes, and isan inward fiaue- 
tot of our Lord the king, willing in all thinges to pa- .* 
tronize his caule,and for vs together with the Church 
of God to kill and choake,ycatnake vs all his ipoylei 
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The opinion neuertheles of your name, or,to lpeate 
more truly,ofyourvcrtues,snyheth foe bright a$ you 
areefteemedto haue with Moyfos the Angellof our 
Lord, which is the holy Ghofte the forerunner in the 
lawe,whoprote&eth you euer,and fufferethyou not 
to haue newGods,whereby youshould preferre either 
rewardes, perfon,or cauie, before Allmighty God, 
See. ] But for his opinion of William, the other Le¬ 
gate, h ee v ctereth it afterwardes in thefe Wordes. Ma¬ 
ny iniuk ouer ys , Specially our adueriaryes, yea the 
Churches aduerfaryes, faying truly, the Cardinall of 
Saint Peters chay nes is fent againft vs, that Peter may 
by his meanesbee chayned againe. 

Nov thereafon why the Legates did notinftantly 
vpon their comming into France, execute the office 
of tlieir Legahtyne authority for concluding a peace 
beetweene the king and Siint T homas, was the ry- 
iing of a war beetweene the kibges of Enghuvd and 
France, that hinged thehdeftgnes, of which trouble- 
fomedifoordefohnofSaLifbury wrytethto Iohn Bis- 
Cti. V»t. hopofPoytietsin this forte. [ Theconfafionsofthe 
lit. i, tfifi, twokingdomes wteh mighty earthquakesofimminet 
3 r * dangersj htue long enforced! trice to withhould my 

pen, and expe& more conuenient tymes for wry ting 
’ ’ ‘ vnto you. For the tumultcL-of wurre raging all the 

- whole fommer out off themteroourfe of Poues and a 
rebellion Enkindled m the Citty of Rhemes, foedi- 
fturbed theProuince,as a man could hardly pafle in and 
out of the Citty, &c.} Heetreateth farther of the 
Ciuill warre-of Rhemes, which neuer left till it came 
tothe kinges themfeluesj vpon reporte whereof Pope 
Alexander ; wrote thus tohis Legates. 
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Alexander Bishop feruant of the feraantes of 
God to his beeloued fonnes William of 
Saint Peter ad vincula PreilLandOddoof 
Saint Nicholas in carcere Tulliano Dea¬ 
con Car dinallcs, and Legates ofthe Apo- 
Micke Sea fen'deth greeting and Apofto- 
iicall bencdi&ion. 


W hat exceeding great t damages and difeommodi- 
ty*s may befall to the vninerfall Church of God,and 34 ' 
'facially to the B.omane, and the Church of the Eafte , 
h rtafon ofthe difeorde and diffention, which hy the 
frtcurement of the enemy of mankinde is rayfed heet - 
wentour deareftfonnes tn Chrifi the renowned hinges 
offrmce and England, it beefeemeth <vs in wifedome to 
cwfider, and fo much the more dilligently to bend our 
facts'0 extinguish the the more wee dread (which God 
fotbid) tlx greater dangers enfuing tfaron , and t kerf ere 
by m Apopolicail let tors wee admonish charge and com¬ 
mand both your idtftretions, that yet endemor by all 
meanes fofiiUeefyouroWne, andalfi by other Religious 
anagrauemm of either fangdome for raftering peace and 
Word between* them, and that hecreinyee beeffowe 
stlyour lab or SandfOWers, and 1 hat yee haste in any cafe 
Pngidat'farenot to determine any thing’Vpon theteauefl 
aoiforthe fatsor -of,anyone of them, whereby the other 
mpbtt fcandaUxfd or dijlurbed. More otter neefirtigh- 
*>yforbid yee that neither yee nor any of yet frejume to 
**#?* Kingdom of England, or manage ibeafayretof 
t domonioit, and efpecially not'to comfajfe. or any 
tongto ordayne concerning the confecration of the Bit - 
Jf f*t,’Vnltsonr matnet able brother Thomas Archbishop 
7 Canterbury bee ahfilutjrlyrttoncyledto theafore fayd 

K'^ofEnglandiwbHhwee hope and reholy trujlmay bet 
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brought topdjfe by your indufiry dnd trduel, if God toH- 
turreth with dll'. For os wee perceaUe by the letters of 
many iudicious men, there hath nothin dgredter firebrand 
to inhyndleinfuirctlions dndtumultes to the diflurbdnte 
ofthe hjtt^e of France with dllhis countrey, then the ru¬ 
mors which John Dcdne ofSdltsbury vpon his returns 
from vs isfoyde to hdue difperjed in thofepsertes. ] Dated 
at Beneuentthe eleauenthof the Kalends ofSeptemb. 
Thus truly the peace which was once or twife confir¬ 
med, was now cleane difiolued againe. 

But let vs heere fett downe the conuenantes and 
conditions which were formerly contryued for con- 
clufion ofa peace beetweene the tWokinges, for thefe 
arefignifyea in an epiftle of Iohn of Sallfbuiy fent 
to the A rch-Deacon of Excefter, wherin is mentioned 
how in the afiembly at Soifion they proceeded in tins 
forte concerning the Articles of peace now ratyfied 
anewe. The king of England ought to retumeagainC 
vnto the homage of the k ing of Frace,and taking a cor¬ 
poral andpublickeoathetoptofeile beefore all men, 
that, for the Duchie of Normandy hee would feme 
him as his Lordinluch wife as the Dukes bis Predc- 
ccflors Were accuftomed to feruethekinges of France. 
That hee was bound to refignethe County es ^of An- 
ioue and Cenomane, together with the fealty of the 

! >eeres depending on tnefe Signiories to H«uy his 
onne, who therupon was to doe homage and realty to - 
theking of France againftall men, neither to owe any 
more to his. father or brothers therfore, but what the it 
confiderationof nature or merict required. The king : 
of France on the other fyde did grant toRichard/onrie a 
to the king of England the Duchie of Aquitayne on i 
like conditions ,giuing him his daughter in manage J 
Without any dowry,who was neuertheks at her fathers ill 
pleafure to accept any free gifte>towardes her num^e ( 
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Thefewere the conditions of peace eftablshed at Ea- 
ftenbutvpon new occasions broke out a rupture of 
varreagaine; whereupon it was ncceflary the coue- 
nantes after our Lordes Afcention should once more . 
becreuiued, lauing the king of France would not bee 
obliged to beeltowe his daughter on Richard the king 
ofEnglands fonne. Thus is it there related at large. 

And yet although Pope Alexander (as hath bin lay de) 
admonished by letters his Legates who were fent into 
France, that letting other buunes a parte,they should 
only bend their forces to reunite the kinges foe rent in 
Warres. j neuertheles one of the Legates William of 
Papa not performing ( as it was beefeeming ) the 
omceofa Mediator, far from indifferency, which de- 
dineth in afife&ion to neither parte, beecame prefontly 
an abfolute partaker with his frind Henry, king of 
England, whereupon the king of France wasfome- 
whatmoued againft him. There remayncth a perfed legate ts-* 
declaration of all this in wry ting, contayning other ktth parte 
tbmges worth the knowledge, andisfetdowneinthe with the 
letter of IohnofSalilbury lent to Mailer Lumbardin k **X of £n- 
thelewordes. [When the kinges were come to the Q 0 jy at 
placeappointed for conference. Ewdoearle of Britanc ^ \ 
and Rowland of Dy namen broke into many and gree- 
uouscoplayntesto the king of Fraceagainft the king The dif- 
ofEngland, but Edwo elpecialty beewayled that his eourfioftke 
daughter, whobeeingyetavirgen,wasdeliueredin- ^ 

tohis handcs forapledge of peace, was afterwardes 
gotten with child by him, beeing therin a T ray tor, a- 
dolterer and inteftious. For the king and Ewdoes wife 
were borne of two fillers. Butthe Earle of Angolyfine 
and Marche with the Vice-count of Doway, Robert 
deSylly, Geffrey dc Licimacke, Henry de Rancore, 
and the Abbot of Carofiy pleaded for rellitution ef“" * 
lodes they incurred by the king of England and his 
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fubieCfes after the truce was taken. For the Abbot af¬ 
firmed his Monaftcry appertayned to the Dominion 
of the king of France, fince thctyme of Charles the 
greate who Was their founder. ] And a little after. 
[The king of France hauing there vnderftood,that 
theCardinall fate in the king of Englandes counfell, 
incenfcd fayde: hee had not deferued of the Church 
of Rome that the Cardinall (as hitherto hee had euer 
donne) should fauor his enemyes, and that at this in¬ 
fant hee woulde not receaue any thing for the loue 
hee bore to the Earle or Cardinall, but only for his 
owne right,&c.l And after many matters hee addeth: 
that the parlee of the kings beeing ended, the king of 
England with greate oftentation vaunting shewed the 
Popes letters, wherby hee had enioyned Saint Tho¬ 
mas not to publish any excommunication or interdi¬ 
ction againft the king or any of his English, foe long 
as the Legates remayned there, fufpending him thus 
from his authority , and boafted that hee had with 
tryumph in a forte obtayned of the Church of Rome 
whatfomeuer heedefired of the Pope. The procurer 
ofthefe letters was one of the Legates WilliatnofPa- 
piu. John of Salifbury openeth and deliuereth the 
whole matter in his epiitle to the Archdeacon of. 
Excefter, where wee thus reade. 

11 is apparant the letters, whereby the king glory eth 
that hee hath reftrayned my Lord of Canterbury! 
power, vntill hee reconcy leth himfelfe vnto his rovail 
fauor, werepurchafed by this deuice. The often men¬ 
tioned Papia knewe how my Lord of Canterbury had 
obtayned authority from the Apoftolike Sea to pu¬ 
blish iagainft the king the fentence of excommunica- 
tion,and againft his kingdome the like of Interdiction, 
vnles the kinge within a tyme limited by the letters 
made full reftitution to theChurch of all thinges taken 
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away with ample fatisfa&ion: wherfore bee wrote to 
my lord the Pope beefecching him with a lamentable 
petition,to proceede with the king in a milder fashion} 
otherwifethekingto the shame and eternall di/grace 
of the Church of Rome (according as hee hath refol- 
ued ifheeweremore rigoroufly handled) would cafte 
as well himfelfe as his Aflociate Oddointo chaynes 
and prisons, where they should pa fife a life abridged 
with mifery es, y ea a tyme more terrible then death it 
felfe, per (wading thefore his Holines that the king 
intended thusto tyrannize,hee obtayned for content¬ 
ing him ,and continuing the free liberty of himfclfe 
and his ailodate, whereby they might the eafyer tra- 
uell in thefeaffaires, this Apoftolicall letter, which 
hath Co much aflfli died the myndcs of youand all other 
true Catholikes. ] Soewryteth Saliiburyofthisletter 
lo fraudulenty procured from his Holines by William | 
of Papia one of the Legates. 

By reafon heercof the king of France grewe 
wonderfully difeontented with Pope Alexander, 
which the elected Bishoppe of Charters percea- 
uing, certifyed his Holines thereof, wryting thus 
of the king of France. [ Among all the kingdomes 
of this world in my opinion there is not one which 
hath continually shewed a faith more finceare, 
a charity more feruent,adeuotion more plentifull to 
the Sea Apoftolike then that of France} There isnoc 
oneamong the kinges and princes, who obeyeth your 
Mandates with more humility, honoreth the Church 
and Ecclefiafticall perfons with more deuotion,and 
defendeth them with greater endeauors then our moft 
Chriftian king: There is not a Church which hath bin 
more feruiceable to the Church of Rome in all her 


diftreiTes, then that of France. This Church of France 
and the king himfelfe beecame futors to your Holines. 

Q ij 
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onthebeehalfeofmy Lord of Canterbury, who hath 
for the Churches liberty, and defending the dignity of 
your Maieftie continued a banished man in exile now 
foWer whole yeeres- There plcadeth againfthim be- 
foreyour Holines aT y rant,a pcrlecutor of the Church 
and to the kingdome of France open enemy, whofe 
iniquipf is notorious to all men. And yet notwithftan- 
ding , which I am ashamed to (peake, and greiue to 
fee,malice bath hetherto preuayled in vanity .For why 
when as hee lately came to a parlee with the mod 
Chriitianking, whereby the mediation of the Earle 
of Flanders, who inuitedmy Lord of Canterbury thi¬ 
ther, there was earned endeauoring to renew a peace to 
the Church, hee caufed to bee read in the hearing of 
•vaunteth */his Eishoppes and Peeres the Apoftolicall letters, 
wherinwas decreede that theaforefayde Canterbury 
%om procec should, not publish any fentence againfthim or his 
ding avtipfi land, nor yet any way moleft any pedbn vnder his 
Dominion ,untill hee Were reconcyled to the king. 
Vpon the hearing whereof the moft Chriftian king 
was confounded, and the whole realme together with 
all the children of the Church conceaued exceeding 
greife, tofeeaiuftman, areuerent Bishoppe lufpended 
without caufe,and that there proceeded from the Apo- 
ftolike Sea a wryting that would proue foe pernicious 
a Prefident. ] Thus wrote William the Eled of Char¬ 
ters , whole Angular commendarion > Iohnof Salilbu- 
ry in his letter toIohnBishope of Poy tiers letter h forth 
inthefewordes. [A manafliiredly ofgreatehope,of 
high fame, of eminent authority. ] And a little after. 
[Thereisnot in the Clergy of JFrance{I Iperkeit from 
my harte ) who excelled him for wifedome and elo¬ 
quence. ] Moreouer the king of France lent letters 
importing as much to his Holines. And faint Thomas 
himieifehath his letters yet extant which hee wrote to 
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Manfred the Cardinal!, to Bernard Bishop of Pomia, 
and to Humbaldand Hiacinth Cardinalles, all ten- ibid.mcpifl, 
ding to that purpofe. But this concerning the fufpen- S 1 - 
cion was graunced by the Pope, bee fore hee vnder- 
ftood thcaforelayde deceiptesof IohnofOxeforde, ibtde?ncp: r 
which beemgoncedifcouered, hee was inccnfed With 
fiich a zeale againft this trechery, that hee fiiipended 
prefently the Legates from approaching to the king, 
and with his letters comforted Saint Thomas,ali which 
is witnefled in the letters of lohn of Salifbury to Syl- 
uefter, where firft hee wry teth of the mod magni¬ 
ficent intertaynement of faindfc Thomas by the king 
of France in. thefe wordes: [ Themofl Chriftian king 
of France receauei my Lord of .Canterbury at S enon 
withroyall magnificence,in the Church of S.Columb, eptfi.y 

and in all refpedcs doth foe honor and reucrcnce him, 
asbeeleemeth cheChrift or ahoynted of our Lord to 
bee^entertayned by araoft Chriftian man: yea in the 
eyes of that moft faithfull Prince (ashimfelfe confeC. 
fkh ) the dayes feemc few and the expences fmall in 
companion of the great lone'which hee beeftowethin 
the feruiceof the Preift of Chrift and of this Apofto- * 

licali man; and therefore this faith which with humili* 
ty hee pra&ifeth, I beefeech God With worthy retri¬ 
bution to rewards, whole bounty it is that liuing in the 
middeft of his enemyes without blood or war heeprolT- 
pereth in all thinges, and ( which moft highly hee 
dftcemeth ) is beloued and greatly reflected by his 
fubiedtes, as Obededon the Gethean vpon receauing t Keg. 6, 
r %e Arckeof God found the fruites of a diuine bene¬ 
diction in the fertility of his hand-may des and flockes, 
together with the multiplying of his whole polFef- pam 
fion:andas Olclafor receauing the fame Arckc being- ^ ^ 
caft out ofthe Temple of our Lord by Achaz obtay- ibidem.u 
ned in the lileiice ofthe Bishoppes and Preiftes the 

Or iij 
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grace of Prophefy: This moft Chriftian king recea- 
uing into his realrae the Church of Rome in theper- 
fon of Pope Alexander, had by his wife a fonne, 
and ( by Gods grace) heyre of his faith and king- 
dome,a thing which aboue all others he moft earneft- 
ly defired, and now for his charity to the affli&ed 


Church of England hee confidently expe&eth an 
other reward, which God of his goodnes glue him. 
My lord the Pope hath of late as well by meilage as 
letters recomforted the Archbishoppe of Canterbury, 
and I would to God the world vnderftoodwith what 


fley ghtes and deuices the notorious fwearer procured 
that, whereof the Aduerfaryes of the Churcn doe foe 
glononfly vaunte. ] And a httelafjcr. Thefe thinges 
areyet vpon the neceflity of obedience concealed 
from the world, but our hope is that ail will bee short¬ 
ly published, beecaufe ( as wee certainly heare) the 
comming of the Legates: Which hath by them binne 
foe gladly expelled, is now fufpended, or r ather fruf- 
trated,vppn the dilcoueryofOxefordethe fwearers 
falshood. TfitisSalilbury. j Y etmdeede the comming 
ofthe Legates to the king of England, beeing for a 
tyme fulpended,was not lutfered to proceedevntillal- 
moit the later end of Aucumne. 


But-Pope Alexander-'receauing foe many com- 
plaintes by the letters of liindcy perfons, for fiifpen- 
ding Saint Thomas, fomewhat mouedthereat, wryt- 
ing to die Legates lignifyed, how hee nothing stall 
abrogated the authority of Saint Thomas, but rather 
fulpended the power of the Legates themfelues from 
ijitermedling any way as iudges in decyding thefe 
controuerfyes. For the letters heefent to the Legates 
a latere: Dated p. Mai j are thefe. 

After your departure came heauy tydinges to out 
fares, how our becloued fonne Iohn Deane of Salif* 
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bury pubiickly declared, that in regarde wee exempted 
Bishoppes and other Ecclefufhcall and tcporall per¬ 
sons ot the kingdome of England, from the Iuri(di¬ 
ction and authority of our reuerent brother Thomas 
Archbishop of Canterbur y, wee did all this to farisfie • 
the will and pleafure of the king of England, and to 
depole and condemnethe Archbishoppe,and that wee 
lent yeepurpoiely to that end. It is ailo infinuated to 
vs, that lohnCunim of Oxeforde shewed to Guydo 
the Antipope of Cremaallthe letters hee procured of 
vs, whereupon the Archbishop beeing confounded 
with shame and greife , our molt dearly beeloued 
ionne inChrift Lewesthe renowned king of France 
together with his Princes through tnefe reportes are 
very much troubled and extreamly moued, for all* 
thoughitwas fuggefted to vs by many and made in a 
forte to feeme credible that the aforefayde Iohndid 
only, and fo faithfully labor for the honor and ad-, 
uancement of the Archbishoppe with his Church,and 
for the liberty of the fame, pretending that at hisre- 
tume home hee would with his labor and induftry pro- 
pure the deliuery of Ecclefiafticall perfons from ref- 
traint of imprifonment, which they endured vpon the 
kinges Commitment: and laftallbeeit the fore men¬ 
tioned Iohn fignifyed to vs by his letter how the king 
jntheprefenceof many did pubiickly fay, Hee would 
conferue vntouched to the Clergie of England the 
felfe fame libertyes which they had in the raigne of his 
Grand-father king Henry : yetneuerthelesin regarde 
the fame heereof is foe farre fpread, as it caufethour 
good name in thofe partes to bee confirmed with infa¬ 
my i wee admonish and command your wifedomes, 
that yee haue initanriy a ipeciall care to recomforte the 
fayd Archbishoppe with your letters, and clearing his 
mynd from all lorrowe and fufpicion, yee endeauorby 

O iiij 
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all meanesto reconcylehim to the kingandwotkea 
perfect peace among them, and that heteein yee /pend 
all the care and diligence yee polllbly can, prouyded 
allwayes that y ee prelerue pure and vntouched the an¬ 
cient lawes and libertyes belonging to him and his 
Church, neither doe yee any thing elle of importance 
within the kinges principality es; enter not in any cafe 
into his kingdome, although himfelfe doth neuer foe 
much entreate yee, vnles the Archbishop bee fitft ac¬ 
corded vnfaynedly with him, becaufc it will contrad 
to yeeandvsawonderfullinfamy j whereby the voyce 
of the people will rent in peeces your honor with flan- 
detous detractions; but for IohnCumynifyeelinde 
the allegations to bee iuftified againft him,cenliire him 
with feuerity,that hee bee made an example heereaftet 
to terrify others. Wee alfo will, that in all your a&ions 
and affaires yee beehaue your felues aduifedly, grauely 
andprouidently ,to the end nocaufeof reproch bee 
anyway found againft yee,but that the deuotionof 
both kingdomes by yourtrauell andconuerfation bee 
continually encrealed as well to vs as the Church , 
wherby yee may gayne to your felues an etemall 
prayfe and glory. ] Dated at Lateran in the Nones of 
May. 

Thefe letters beeing receaued and diuulged in 
France did breede afinguler ioy in all deuoutc myndes 
astheepiftlesofdiuersdoeteftify- Moreouerit fo fell 
out as the Popes Legates vpon occafions did often 
mention in excufing themfelues to the king of En¬ 
gland, that theyr authority was by his Holines dimi¬ 
nished. Y eaalthough the letters of Alexander were not 
extant, it is neuertheles mod allured that the Legates 
haue profefled the lame in the prefence of the kinges 
both of England and France, as it appeareth out o ftbe 
epiftle heereaftet to bee recyted. 
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Butthe Legate of Papia, allbee it is hisauthority was 
very much feflened by the Apoftolicall letters, did 
notwithftanding leaue nothing vndone to obtaynefor 
the king of England his haites defirc, with the ouer- 
throweofthe caufe of Saint Thomas,* hoin tbemeane 
r: tyme was encouraged with the Popes letters wryting 
;; in this forte. 

[Although the calamity of aduerfityes'and labors* 
: feemet h more terribly to threaten andpreuay le agaihft 
: yon, fee neuerthelelle beefore your eyes the fiindiy 
examples ofthe holy fathers, who likeyour felfe foffe- 
ring lor the zeale of iuftice many diftrefles and affli- 
, &ons, delerued therby to win with great felicity an 
: euerlafting crownein the kingdome or hcauen. Wher- 
; fore wee defirc and admonish your wifedome that ha- 
; tting in your fight the laying, BlelFed are they who 
fufer perfecucion for iuftice: you will not let youc 
mynde bebroaken With erodes,nor fell from her fetled 
eftate with any tribulations, but ftrengthen the lame 
r with the vertiie of fortitude and conftancy . Where 
v you knowe alliiredly the iuftice and'liberty of the 
. Church to haue receaued detriment, doenbt there in 
^y cafe endeauorto renew a peace with the king of 
England to the luppreflion and abridgment of the 
, Churches dignity: but on the other lyde, fo far as it 
r may ftand with the honor of your degree and liberty 
ofthe Church, humble your felfe and labor by ail 
nieanes to recouer his grace 4id fauor, neither con- 
ccaue of him a ncedeleffe feare, nor require more fecu^ 
;i; ^ then is conuonient, beecaufe ( as wee beelieuc) 
i jfter hee hath once reconcyled himfeifevnto you, 
i: ueneither will himfelfe offend,nor fuffer any other to 
/ °^udyou : and for vs (as wee haue often fignifyed to 
you both by meflTageand wry ting) wee will euer loue 
you as ourdeareft with a finceare chanty, and procure 
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the conferuation of your honor with the encreale of 
your liberty and dignity ,fo far as God will permitt 
vs.]This was Alexanders Epilteli worthy lb renowned 
a Pope. But to the matter, let vs now lee what enliied 
heerevpon. After long indirect wayes andperplexi- 
tyes, the Legates who were fent from the Gitty, did 
hardly at the length, in the Kalends of lanuary and 
end of Autumne come together to the king of En¬ 
gland for managing the bulines wherin they were 
■ employed. But how matters palled beetweenethem 
and the king,theyre owne reporte to Pope Alexander, 
in the name of the Legates of the ApoltolikeSea, 
lhuumtffjr, declareth /which beeing written by one of them W*i- 
* * Earn of Papia, with a mynde extreamly bent againft 

the Archbishop,layeth all the blame on Saint Tho¬ 
mas , in lo much as wee ought not to make any recko • 
ning thereof, vnles hee bee withall admitted to au¬ 
dience, who beeing innocent, was accuied as cul¬ 
pable. Yet heare his relation, or rather a moil bitter 
- acculation of Saint Thomas. 

To our moft blelTcd father and lord Ale* 
xander by the grace of God the moft high 
Bishop, William and Oddo by the fame 
grace Cardinalles, wishing profperity re¬ 
member the humble and dcuoute feruicc 
of theyr fubieftion. 


The reporte 
of V villi am 
the Legate 
to the Pope, 
veith an in- 

tit Blue A- 

ga'mft Saint 
Thomas, 


Camming to the dominions of the moft renowned king 
of England^ weefounde the controuerfy beetweenc him 
and Canterbury aggravated in fitrwarfer forte (beeheue 
<vs) then willingly wee could have wished*, fort he king 
With the great eft parte of his followers affirmed how the 
^Archbishop with greate 'Vchemeniy tncenfed the mojl 
worthy ktngofFrance againfi him y and m Like forte in - 
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imdhts cofy* the Eurie of Flanders , who bee fore did 
heire him no malice , to fallout with him t and rayfe the 
woft power full w*rrc hee couldagainft him y and tins bee 
{newt of certaytity as a thing apparantby cut dent de+ 
Muaf rations. For wherds the Edrle depdrted from the 
{fog with shew offreindshtp y the %Arbssbop camming in 
bis proutnee to the <veryft ate of the wdrre ,incytcd> ds 
nuchas tn him lay y as well the l\tng of France 9 ds the 
tforeftyde Earle to armesiwben therforeweefirftentred 
into par lee with the king dt Cane , wee deiiuered into his 
}mdes(as bejl bcefecmed<vs}the lettersfroyourHohnes y 
which when he e had diligently andconfiderately reaffin-* 
Jingintheperu/all of them , that they fotnewhat differed 
mi dtfagreed from others which hee h*d receaued from 
pur Ho lines formerly concerning thefame matter , heegan 
obeeflyrred with greater indignation^and that them ore y 
9tcaufc y asheefaydeyheewdsajfuredhow the ^ircbhis - 
\op % afer our departure from your Holines y receaued 
itters whereby hee wds abfolutely exempted from our 
nigment % andwdsno way bound to anfwer before *vs, 
Hee affirmed morcouer that the informations deiiuered 
'oyourHolincs , concerning the ancient cujlomesofEn - 
fond) were rather boulftred out with falshoodes y then 
■ Supported by truth y which the Bishoppes thereprefent did 
: vitae s . The king offeredalfoe , that tfany cuflomes finee 
ns tyme were deuyfed contrary to the EcelefiaJHcall 
*vtcs y bee wouldfubmitt them to the iudgment of your 
iolines to bee confirmed of cancelled . Callwgtherefore 
vnto vs the %Archbuhoppes y Bisho'ppes y and•Abbotcs of 
M kj*g? s Dominions y to the end the king should not ab- 
Hutely depriue <vsof all hope of peace y but rut her fuffer 
jimfclfe to hee drawen might bane a conference w ith the 
irkisbop y as well concerning the peace as the iudgment* 
jading therfore letters <vnto him by our owne Cha - 
Jaynes y wee Appointed 4 cert ay ne and Jafe place % where 
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wcemight haueconference with himin the feajt of Stmt 
Martin: Hec neutrthcles pretending excufis putt of tbit 
“Parke <vntill the OEUues of this Sdtnt ,whicb truly mo¬ 
le fled thekjng more then wee could imagine > hut when 
wet fame the utrebbisboppe ( although wee offered hm 
fife conduces) would nettertbeles giuevs no meetings 
in any parte of thekjnges dominions which confynedm 
France, wee beeing willing to yeeldto him, to the end 
there might Ice notbingwantingin -vs, which might 
redounde to his profit, came to a place in the realmetj 
France whichhimfelfe appointed. 

TheparU* W hereheingat the parlee,weefirfi beega mofleanuff 

hectwun th* [ yt0 perfwadeand infant ly exhorte him,that hee would 
Thomas- beeh * ue htmfelfe to the kjng,who badbinhis fingulerBe- 
nefaElor, with fuch humility, as might miniflervnti vs 
fnfficient, matter whereupon to ground our petition if 
peace : at which motion retyring himfelfe afyde with bis 
freinde s ,aftcr confutation with them hee anfwerei,tint 
be had fuffitiently bumbled himfelfe to the kjng with# 
impedehement of the honor of God, the liberty of the 
Church ,the reputation of his owne (erfon, thepojfefiiens 
ofthe Churches, and lafilythciujliee due to him and hs', 
fhefe thittgesfo numbed vp, wee ferioufly per/wading 
him (as it was neccjfary) to defend to particulars, when 
bee would alkagt nothing either tertayne or paritcuUt 
wee confequently demaundtd of him, if in the matters 
Jfiecifyedin your letters, hee would fubmitt himfelfe t> 
pur iudgementinfctree as the kjng and the Bishoppes bed 
alheady undertaken to doe •, to which our demaund bee 
prefentlyreplytd fheehad receauedno MandatfromjM 
bolinesto that purpofi ; but tf hee, with all his, might 
firft bee fully rejlored, hee would then proceede beeretn 
according as by the -Apofloltke Sea hee should bee cur 
pianded, 

Soeretumingfromtheparlte ,fince hts wordes ntitbr : 
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cniedto iudgment nor agreement y nor yet bee would by 
i ny meane enter into the matter : t vcc manifefted'vrito the 
iwg fome thinges hjtowne to *vs concealing neuertbeles 
as it was convenient) other pajfages y and tempering 
vhat wee beared with dtfere t ion. Hauingtberfori ended 
urfyeechytke king and feeres there prefent beegan to 
*dntayne> that his Maieftie was now fett at liber tyfince 
he Archbishop difelaymed from iudgment: w her upon 
fter the king had shewedfignes of great dijlurbanee y the 
Ushoppes and Abbott s of the kjngdome of England toge- 
her with many others ofthe Clergie demaunded earnefily 
vbether wee could enforce by njertue of any Epee toll 
mandate t or by our Legantyne power y the Archbishop to 
land to iudgment y and when they •vnderftood our facul- 
yes were hecrin inefficient leaf the Archbishop beeing 
nt fubieEt to iudgment should (as before hte had done ) 
Vorkemolejlatton ufomeofthekingdome y inregarde that 
herin our prefence could profit them nothing y and was 
lot able to defend them againji the Archbishop , with a 
cnerall consultation and confentthey appealed to the att- 
hence of your Holincs y afitgmng the termeof theyr appeale 
hefeaftofSaint “Marttn^which shallfall the next winter 
Allowing 9 flying in the meane tyme for defence of them 
ndthciresU the Ap ofiolic allf rote Elion , and including 
lithe fubieties of the realme with the whole kjngdomc 
vithin the Edict of this appellation. Laftly wee knowing 
his matter euidently to tend to the Churches exceeding 
detriment 9 did by your and our authority abfolutcly for .- 
*id the Archbishoppe (firjlinregardehee wasreftrayned 
y your letters , then becaufc they appealed folemly 
gainfthim) that bee should not heereafter attempt any 
bing to the aggreeuance of the k.ingdome> people , or 
hutches of the realme . It is therforethe parte of your 
ipojtolicall prouidence carefully to forefee that this 
ufines turnt not to the greenous damage of the Church y 4s 
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they who refit fi the Churches efiecUll commodity fun 
und doubt. ] This was the relation of the Apoftolicall; 
Legates to Pope Alexander. But hcere wee are to fct ■ 
downe likewise the epiftle of Saint Thomas concet-' 
ning thele matters to his Holines, which was thn$. 

Ctd. Wd. [ Thegreatnesof ourmiferyesa/id bittemesofout 
. *• gjgjfgj confounded themyndes ofvs and our fcllowes 

■' in exile, and aftU&ed with a heauy fcandall che moft 

Chriftianking thepeeres of France compaffionating 
the Church, which as it feempd in the commingof 
Iohn of Oxeforde was giuen ouer into thehandesof 
them who fought the depriuatio of^herlife,in foe much 
/ as with exalperated hartes they complayned that faith ■■ 

•and truth were taken of from the erirth. But( for the 
which the father ofmercys reward you* pitty,moft ho¬ 
ly iudge,mofthuing Parent,and of the Church of God 
faithful! Guardian) accordiiin to the multitude of do¬ 
lors in our hartes, your confolations hauereioyced our 
Joules. Fornow are wee reuiued in hope, and the moft ■ 
ChriiUan king with his kingdome yeelding infinite 
thankcs to your Apoftleshippe ( which God moft 
highly Welle and conlerue for many yeeres) retorte - 
all this their indignation vpon them who globed they 
had with their oathes rryumphed ouer jour ^laieftie. 

• For the kirvfc Kauing receaued your IdjWtebf excufe ■ 

* wrytten by your excellency,inftantly|irayfed andma- 

■ H gnifyed the grace of youf wifedome, lUftice, lan&ity 

• mid bleflednes,and with great ioy layd gpep to the 
^detra&oifs-cbe malice and dee'eyptes of them who had 

' with falfe rumors lo fowly fcandalized the Church 
of France, beating this fomeytmes into the eares of 
them (if perchance they were prefent )^ho were m- 
willing to harken therunto, in tegarde they fidedvkh 

the contrary parte. But hi$ioyjW|s.^ore encreded; 

aftSrWcaweience with your*!Lefcates, by whom 
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beeing receaued of him with retiercnce (as hce con- 
fefled) hee vndcrftood they came not to preiudice the 
liberty of the Church or vs, but to compofe a peace 
beetweene the king cf England and vs, and( if it Were 
poflible) beetweene him and the Church cf God* 
And I pray God they may profper in this way,with his 
grace, v herin they shall finde vs moft ready Afly- 
ftantes for retayning the honor of God, and the 
Churches liberty. 

A nd beeing inuited by them to a parlee in the con¬ 
fines of the kingdomes the tenth day following, wee 
hauingthen (weefpeake gnour confcience) but three 
horfes in our (table, obtay ned a forbearance fer feauen 
dayesmore, to aflemble together our exiled company 
beeing poore wretches miierably dilperfed heereand 
there, yet neceflary as well for comforte in this inten¬ 
ded iourney, as to helpe vs with theyre counfell in the 
caryageof t his bufines: who albeeit they were hardly 
able to be called together in a tyme fo shorte,and penu¬ 
ry (be prefling on all (Ides, neuertheles wee gaue our 
lord the Legates meeting on the Oftaues of Saint 
Martin. The mod Chriftian king by hisferaantesap- 
poynted for that purpofe (for which God in the mer¬ 
cy of his word reward him) liberally and bountefully 
entertayningvs with our felloWes the whole company 
of Chriftes exiled whoe flocked together fromeuery 
place. Andask.was(ignifyedto vs by fome,our per- 
fecutorsdid all they might to breede vexation in our 
ioumeys and chargeable di(burfements, to the end 
they might make vs burdenfbme and odiousby the 
great weyght and tedious prolonging of our expenfes, 
to the king of France, w ho amon g others the poore of 
Chrift, releiueth vs with his almes: for they thinke to 
reape a great benefitt of theipjnalice, if they couldc 
diuurbe vs of this habitation»which Godhath prouy* 


Digitized by v^ooole 


Jo 6 T he E cclejeafiical H ijlorie 

ded for vs, and depriue vs of the Princes charity, euen 
os they beereaued vs of our afliftance among the 
Ciftercians. There came only with my Lordesthe Le¬ 
gates , the Archbishop of Roan, the other - Bishoppes 
«nd Abbots of our prouince (wham it plealedthe king 
to call j beeingleftat Roan. 

- They laydtherfore open fitft before our eyes the 
cruelty of the king, the malice of the tymes , the 
neceffityes and calamityesof the Chttrches, which in 
all partes of the World allmoft ( France only excepted) 
was aflayled and opprefled with aduerfityes Icarle tol- 
ierable,and manyother wordesthey vfed of the migh¬ 
ty power of our prince* his*loue and renerence to the , 
Church of Rome: his fauor, grace, and benefitts be- 
ftowed on vs, aggrauating withall excellency, the ac- 
culations of iniurys done by vs and ours, wherewith 
hee complayned that he was wonderfully wronged, 
affirming wee procured both the king of France and 
Earle of Flanders to make wares againft himjthen they , 
perlwaded vs to endeauor with great humility and 
ample showe of deuotion and moderation to appeale 
his indignation, if foe extreme a fierce nature may by 
any meanes beereclaymed, and fo rough and vjibrid- 
led a difpofition broken: yea they asked counfell of vs 
(who in tymes paft weere accuftomed to knowe him 
more inwardly) how they might loften the hardnes of 
his harte,for hee shewed himfelfe more diftaftefull to 
them, after hee perceaued how they could not accor- 
ding tothe promiles madeby Iohn of Qxcforde , con* 
traty to God and all lawes, pronounce againft vs athis 1 
pleaiure the lentpnee of condemnation j out what hee 
iaydein thehearingof his Bishoppes, shall by Gods 
affiftance bee deHuered you mote commodioully by 
Word of mouth then by wryting. Afid for vs wee •' 
y eelde thank es to your Holines that you ate foe care- 

My ; 
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fell df the Churches peace and,ours, which ours is the 
Churches peaceand yours. 

Wee attoyded the lufpicions by which the king la¬ 
bored totaxevs, with true and probable teafons, and 
the king of France himfelfe the next day foliowinge 
did as farre as concerned him in the prefence of the 
Cardinalles cleete eur innocency with his oathe,being 
(as the learcher and iudge of hartes knoweth) guiltles 
efthis faults; neither are wee fo dull and slowe to 
fceleiue the laWeprophetts and G olpell,that in a point 
of this great imporiaee,laying alyde our fpirituall wea¬ 
pons and the sheildes of Apoftohke difeipline, wee 
should fuppole armes of the flesh to be vfed efpecialiy 
by preiftesifor we knowe we-are not to'cruft,in princes* 
and accurfed is heeWho maketh flesh his armejand to lertm 
the end they might not falsly deuife any luch thing a- 
gainft vs,wee long abftayned from hauing conference 
with the king,vntill at the laft vpon his edmandement 
wee came, that wee might preient to him the letters 
of our excule, and obtay ne a free pailage and fafe Con¬ 
duce for my lord Oddo the Legate who lent to vs for 
thatpurpole his Chaplayne Papia, for hee had pro¬ 
cured the like from the king of England: the king of 
France alfo as then vnrippedvnto vs an old iniury (as 
heelayde) offered him by themat fuch tyme as hee 
accepted you as his father and lord , and laftly hee 
tooke worft of all the vainglories boafting of Iohn of 
Oxeforde with thole of his faftion. After his hauing 
gtadoufly admitted our excufe and grauntirig the pafle 
w eed«fired, wee teturned to the place of our poore 
aboade expe&ing with patience reliefe from our Lord. 

. And beecaule our Lordes the Legates required at 
cur handes all humility and showe of modefty ,wherby 
to magnificent a prince might bee appealed and plea- 
wee anlwered wee would according to theis 
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connfell render vnto him as to our Lord and king tnofl 
' Willingly anddeuoutely all humility , feruice and re- 
uerence, (ailing euerto God and the ApoftolikeSea 
their honor,to the Churches her liberty,to vsref- 
pe< 5 b of our perfon, and to Churches their poflefiions, 
and if any thing feemed according to theiropinion to 
bee heerin added, IefTened, or altered, wee beefought 
them to certify vs, in regarde it was our defire to obey 
the fo far as ftooa with our condition & profeflio, they 
replying they would not confult hereoLnor came to vs 
then to giue aduice but aske counfell of vs,e(Taving v$ 
they demanded (that wee. may vfe my lord Williams 
wordes) in regarde wee were not better then our fore¬ 
fathers we would in their prefeiice promifeourkingto 
obferue all the cuftomes which his anceftors heldein 


the tyme of our Predcceflors, and (o all controuerlyes 
on both fydes beeirglaydafleepe (if they could bring 
this aboute which would not bee done as they thought 
without difficulty) for vs to'rcceaue our Archbishop- 
prick e againe,and to recouer his grace and fauor. 
Wherennto wee faydethat none of our predeceflors 
were euerby any king con dray ned to make this pro- 
teftation, neither wee ( God willing ) would euer 
profefleto obferue the cuftomes which vtterlv deftroy 
the liberty of Gods Church, pluck vpby therootes 
the nriuiledge of the Apoftolike Sea, and are open and 
abiolute oppugners of the Iawe of God, from the 
which of your mercy you abfoluedvs atSenoninthe 
prefence of themfelues and many others, whenas you 
vfed withall thefe wordes worthy of your A poftolicall ■ 
mouth, which by Gods grace shall neiter departeout 
6 f our mynde , that Wee ought rather yeelde our 
neckes to the fwoard of the executioner, then confent 
toiiich wicked cuftomes .and for a filthy and bafe com¬ 
modity of our temporall eftates, and greedypurchafe 
of a fray Ic life, to negled ourpaftorall office. There 
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Were read in their prefence thofe reprobate cuftomes, 
lome of which wee had allready condemned , yea 
which the whole Catholicke Church had in many 
Counfells before our age together with the obferuers 
of them accurfediwee asked them if it were then any 
way lawfoll for a preift without peiillof his order and 
danger of his foule to obferue them, yea or to wincke 
at them; wee fayd moreouer wee had formerly fworne 
our fealty vnto the king, with referuation of the honor ' 
ofour order, and that we would euer willingly obferue 
the fame fa far forth as wee doe not fruftrate our faith 
dueto Allmighty God :wheruponone(whomasyour 
Holines knoweth wee baue held and euer ought to 
haueinfufpition) vrged vs thus; that better it wasab- 
folutely to yeelde, then the Church to bee in this forte 
difturbed; and to this'. ’effeft were multiplied many 
perfwafiue fpeeches,which will better be deliuered by 
word of mouthfthen otherwife:to whom wee replyed, 
that in this caufe wee would neuer yeelde,in regard 
it would proueapemitiousexample, and turne to the 
mine of the Ecclefiafticall liberty, yea perhappes to 
the damage ofthe Chriftian faith ,fpr who heereafter 
Would then euer dare to open his mouth ? what is hee 
who (when thePaftors shall thus runne away) will rife 
againft them to oppofe himfelfe as a wall for the houfe 
or Ifrael ? wee fayde moreouer neither your Holines^ 
nor any Apoftolicall men inftrufted euer the Church 
of Godwithfech examples* Did not(vpon the flight 
ofthe Paftors as it is famoufely reported in Hiftoryes) 
all Egipt rcturne to Idolatry, where at the firft Reli¬ 
gion fo exceedingly flourished i Then irunningto an 
other matter, they demanded if wee would abydethe 
judgment of the Legates in the controuerfy beetweene 
the King and vs,and that if heerin we refufed judgment 
.Wee feemed to iuftify the kings fyde, and in the eyes 
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of many to diminish the credit of our caufe: wher on 
the other parte (if it ftandeth with your pleafurc) wee 
are not bound to admitt our aduerfary for a iudge: 
neither can wcebee confident of any heerein but only 
in your preftnee, for by reafon of the banishment of 
vs and ours, the king (be frighteth and terrify eth all 
men with the vexation and lofles of others, as none, 
knowing it, dareth once affoarde vs a good word; 
Confidering deepely all this, wee tempered ouranfwer 
foe as wee neither refilled nor accepted this iudgment 
and dangerous tryall: For wee fayde,whenfoeuer wee, 
who were thus beerefte of Archbuhoppricke, gouer- 
ment, and all our goodes,were reftored agayneto what 
wee lofte,wee would then gladly,and when wee ought 
fubmitt our felues to your determination, or the iudgt 
ment of him or them, whom by your mandate you 
should appoint, nor could wee nor would wee dye 
from iu ft ice; in the meane tytnewee could not with 
any reafon bee conftrayned to a contentions couife of 
lawe j neither were our poore meanes abletofupporte 
it, neither could the liberality of the moft renowned 
king, without moleftation, extend^it felfe fbe far as to 
mayntaine vs with ,the poore of Chrift our banished 
breathren vpon his expence vnder the roofes of 
ftrangers, especially fince hee aboundeth not at this 
inftant with money j for wherehee hath plenty ofvic- 
tualls,there can he more tollerably defray our charges. 

Then dtfeended they to the third queftion, demaun- 
ding if wee Would admitt the proccs of the Bishoppes 
Who appealed againft Vs beefore thofe iudges: But wee 
anfwered, weereceaued no mandate of yours concer¬ 
ning this bufincs, nor yet that our pouerty was ableto 
vndergoetheexpences offuch a ccaitrouerfy : for that 
was the diifte of our Aduerllary es (as wee Vnderftood 
by them who could not bee ignorant feeorin) to give a 
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taynte t o out per ion vpon any occalion in the prcfcnce 
eft he Legates, therby toworkevs any wrong. Foe 
they conie&ured that none of the prouincedurft a/Efti 
vs againft the king, in regardc wherof they might the 
{boner procure our ruy ne: and the king called out on¬ 
ly thole to this conference, who beeing our Aduerla- 
ryes from the firft rayfing of this ftorme, were known© 
to bee the inuentors ofloegrcateja milcheife, which 
were the Archbishop of Yorke with the Bishoppes of 
London and Chichefter, the Bishop of Worcester 
beeing alfo lent for with them, that vnder the vayleof 
his Worthines the malice of the reft might bee sha¬ 
dowed. But as your wifedome may remember theft 
who now loe applaude the kinges pleaiure, and aboue 
the reft (asitis openly knowne) thirftour bloud,are 
they who Ibmctymesfoe much extolled in their letters 
full fraught with our prayfes, the procuring of out 
Pall,and the forme of our ele&ion together with 
our perlon i but now contradicting both truth, and 
themlelues, through animpudency of lying and flat¬ 
tering, they beocome contemptible, whilft at the plea- 
lure of the Prince, like the llaue in the Comedy, now 
they lay,hoWthey gaynefay: thefearc they (o father) 
who giue homes to the linner, and if heebeenot made 
enough,incenle him more, laying fofte cushons vnder 
his elbowe, and lulling a lleepe on daynty pillowes 
the heade that languisheth with linnes. 

Sincetherfore they«who ought with their counlell, 
alEftace and authority to bee the pillars of theChurch, 
doe now with their flattery and expences animate and 
arme the perftcutors of the diuine Iawe and of out 
fclues againft her and vs,.it is not fafe nor polhble for 
Vs to fubied our felues.toiudgoiCnt, but only in the 
prelence of your Holines,and to bee examined by your 
ielfe ; For although the Church may conceaue agrpj$ 
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hope of the finceare proceeding of one of the Legates, 
and wee are confident in him , elpecially in matters 
appettayning to God , neuerthcles there is not any 
man but your felfe to whom, wee dare comitt thiscauie 
of our Lordesj and for the other, God make him the 
man who may faue his foule and beefeeme the place of 
a preift Cardinall of the Romane Church»yet let that 
jieuer come to paife which (pleafcthit you to remem¬ 
ber ) wee forewarned and feare will yet happen, if it 
should fortune, the wifedome, eloquence and autho¬ 
rity of my Lord William should concuire with the 
power and willfoll difpofition of the king of England, 
wee doubt (wee faye ) they will demaunde of vs by 
their couniell and confent thofe thinges which either 
bee greeuous for you to heate and impoflible to bee 
effected, or otherwise difpleafing to God and odious to 
the world. 

And becaufe the charge of all Churches refteth on 
your shoulders, tume (if it pleafe you) your eyes on 
the weft, marke and fee in what forte the Church, is 
there handled , let it bee tould by the lord Oddo, 
.whom wee beeleiue the fpirit of God guydeth, let him 
declare what hee behouldeth, what hee knoweth con¬ 
cerning the Church and Prouince of Towers, what 
hee heard reported in England, what hee hath 
by experience found in N ormandy , and wee beeleiue 
you will fay with teares, there is no greife like to the 
greife of this. For t o let pafl'e the Churches of Canter¬ 
bury and Towers which hee houldeth in his handes, as 
you haue heard, and wee wish you would heare it more 
fully, hee hath now of long ty me retayned to himfelfe 
feauen vacant Bishopprickesintheprouinces beelon¬ 
ging to vs and Roan,nor fuffereth any paftors to bee 
. ordayned in them, the Ecclefiafticall ftate of the king-' 
dome is giuen his followers to bee trampled vnder char 
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feete and made their prey: If wee looke not to this 
(moll holy father) how shall wee anfwcr Chriftinthe 
day ofiudgment? who will relift Antichrift at his com- 
mmg, if weeluffer thus the vices and offcnles of his 
forerunners ? with fuch induring as this. Potentates 
growe prowde,the kinges of Nations turne to bee Ty- 
rantes , and imagine the Church ought to haue no 
right, no priuiledge,but depending only on their plea- 
fute: but blelledis hecwho houldeth and dasheth the 
litleones on the rocke. For if ludas beeing comman¬ 
ded by the lawe rooceth not out the Cannonytes, they 
will growe vp to bee perpetually his Aduerfary and his 
ftinge. Bee therfore (father) ofgoodcomforte,and 
bee a couragions commander, wee haue more on our 
fyde then they haue on theirs 3 God hath broken in 
peeces Fredericke the hammer of the impious, beeing 
ready alio shortly to ftrike others vnles they amend 
and haue peace with the Church of G od. 

And co conclude ,,wce only exped the lentence of 
your mouth,or of his who hath bin accuftomed to bee - 
reauePnnces of their Ipiritts, and deliuer the poore 
from the potent. You shall receaue more by word of 
mouth which wee thought inconuenienc to commitc 
towryting. Lctyour excellency bee thus perlwaded , 
that if wee would from the beeginning haue giuen way 
to thefe wicked cuftomes, wee needed not now inter - 
celEon of any Cardinall, nor yet of any man liuing. In 
vayne ( God willing ) doe they lay beeforeour eyes 
the examples, of the Ciciliansor Hungarians: which at 
the day of lodgment cannot excufe vs, if wee preferre 
the barbarifmc of Tyrantes before Apoftolicall con- 
ftitutioas, and beeleiue the vfurping pryde of wordly 
powers to bee rather arule to diredc our life, then the 
Etetnall Teftament confirmed with the bloud and, 
death of the fonne of God. To frame therfore a la- 
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mdatable end to our former difcourfe, let your Holines 
now confider, if this ought to bee the finite of our la¬ 
bour , trauayle and exile, thus to bee iudged, naked, 
miferable, depriued of our- whole eftate, and thefe 
extremityes in our try all, only beecaufe wee! attempted 
for the liberty of the Church, to withftand a moft 
fierce oppreflor of the fame ? Yea wee, who daylie 
exped comforte from this defolarion,ioy fortius mus¬ 
ty With a iuft reuenge from God and ypu againft the 
Churches Aduerfaryes for their iniury done toChrifte. 
Could itnotfufficiently fatisfy them, who fought our 
life, that they haue murdered fome of vs ? nor yet could 
they content themfelues with our pouerty and calami¬ 
ty , beeing fearfe able to liue by reieife from the almes 
of ftrangers, but that Wee muft moreouet with this 
Legantyneauthority (which Would it hadneuer bin) 
beein vayne protracted and delayed from yeeres to 
yeeres, from gucife togreife,frommifery toconfufion? 
Vea our right and iuflice to be turned tothc mine of vs 
and our wretched AUbdatcs ? Good God , what will 
bee the end of this dolor? Ary fe (6 Lord) adiudgethy 
caufc, reuenge the bloudofthy feruantes thusimr 
pioufly killed , together with thofe who through in- 
tollerable affliCtionsdoe enen now fainte,fince there 
is none but our Lord the Pope, and fome few left with 
hfm who will deliuer -vs out of the handes of our ene- 
my cs. God grante your Holines for many yeeres well 
to liue and pr'ofper, that wee withour vnfortunatc fel- 
fowes may liue and recouer. ] This was the reporte of, 
Saint T homas vnto the Pope. Inthemeane while the 
Legates Gardinalls fignifyed to Saint Thomas, how 
the king of England had obtaynedfrom his Holines, 
which as wee fee by all meanes poffible hee bruited 
abroad, that the authority of Saint Thomas concctr 
ning the affaires of the English Church was. wholy 
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interdi&ed. There is extant a reftraynte in this manner 
which was lent by them to Saint Thomas written in 
thefe wordes. 

To our reuerent and moft beeloued brother 
the Archbishop of Canterbury»William 
and Oddo Cardinalls fend greeting. 

The king w*s ctrtifytd ofyour anfiver os well confer • ^ 

; ring the agreement } os alfoe thecaufe , if foe it pleofed him * 

to frocetdt againjl yon: ond vtberos bee was before by 
; rtofon of your other aUions(as hee foyde) incenfcdenough 
r ond too to much, bee leetomt no tv enraged with a greater 
ond more •vehement indignation , accujing peremptorily 
the ereffion of your myndeagainfi him, and our Lord the 
Topes nrglc 8 of his affaires. Moreover the bishoppes ond 
, vAkbottes ofthe kingdoms of Englandhearing you would 
houenoe dealing with themjtoryetfiand to our iudgment 9 
. redd openly in our prefence our Lord the Topes letters t 
whterin ( as hee faytb ) hee comnvmdeth you to forbears 
, ipterdiBingthe land: They demandedalfe of <vs, iftbey 
might by vs or either of vt thorough thts our Legantine 
authority bee defended againjl thefe your tntlcftations-tf 
them in England: whermto when wee anfwered , wee 
had no power at all concerning any mattersin the realme 
ofEngland, they appealed there infant ly both for 1 them- 
, felues and the whole kingdome •vntoour lord the Tope % 

' sbcildingthemfelues and the realme vnder the proteflion 
ofbif Holines and vs, aligning for their day thefeaft of 
Saintl Martin : wherfore wee command your dearly bee - 
, louedfelfe,andenioyneyou on thebeebalfe of the Tope and 
. our feints , that anfwcring t he forefay d *Appeals and ref- 
. pelling the refiraint which our Lord the P ope,asbee af- 
' firmetb , hath Uyn vponyou ,you attempt no interdiction 
. or excommunication againjl the realme of England»before 
. you haue appeared tn the ^iptfoltkeprcfcnce ,and •vnfaz 
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foodthepledfureofhis Holtneisndthe Church, ofl{ome 
beerein. TheBishoppes It be wife And >Abbottes themfelues 
hdue fent their eSfecull meffangers to denounce to you 
this their -Appedle mdde in our prefenee , together with 
the-determined day. Thiswasthe Mandate of the Le- 
gates. But when this newes of the inhibition or reftraint 
of the authority of Saint Thomas was not only by 
letters fignifyed vnto him > but alfo (as before, you 
haue heard) reported euery where to the fcandall of 
all good men, who fauored the Churches liberty, S. 
Thomas beeing heerewith exceedingly affli&ed , did 
wryte lamentable letters replenished with complaintes 
heereofjas well to Pope Alexander himfelfe, as alfo to 
all the Cardinalls of the Romane Church whenn hee 
difeouered the bitter lorrowe of his mynde, all which 
clpecially wee can readylie declare,beeing extant in 
the end of the lame oftenrecy ted booke of Epiftlcs,and 
were by error of the wryter omitted in the fecond 
booke after the 45. epiftle, as the corre&or of that er¬ 
ror hath admonished vs. T he epiftle of Saint Thomas 
to Pope Alexander is in this wife.. 

To his moft bccloucd lord and holy father 
Alciandcr by the grace of God high Bis¬ 
hop > Thomas the humble feruant of the 
Church of Canterbury a wretched and mi- 
ferablc banished man together with his 
exiled Alfociates wisheth profperity and 
all felicity. 

s-d'mt The- fend to your holines the bedrers heereof beeing 
'thttoo t0 ~ l tWo ferfonsfaithfullto r vs i dndfellowes of our miferdble 
txfreftiog ex ^ e »f ic ^ 4t us wee could gett , and them 

his forrowt. whom wee hdue aJSigned to deliuerin your prefenee >tbt 
certayneand pittfull relation of matters concerning r vt 
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now lately afied y and wit hall the ne cecity of our cala- 
tnityesbeeingaffuredlyabouemedfure y that wee may ther¬ 
eupon receaue ( ifitplea/e you ) with fpeedc y redreffe by 
your meanes from this opprefsion of the Church and vs y 
( which he lpe y though tnojl due jsyet too long delayed)and 
obtdync withdll through y the hand of your mercy y releife 
inour greiuous dijlreffcs y leafl being otherwife cruelly and 
dbouer fure depreffed y wefdinte in this tribulation ,4 
greater then which we haue notfince the firjl beginning of 
our long continuedafflictions endured: For we are defer¬ 
red > the tyme is no w tedious ( as your excellency vndcr* 
fiandetb) we are put ofand prolonged no lejfe cruelly then 
*vniujllyfromyteres toyeeresin mtfery anddolor y that if 
perchance by that way tn length ofprotracted tyme our life 
may perish through tribulation y and we thus worne out 
altogether be extinguished and fall to duft as abfolutely 
fyent tn the extremity s of our difafiers y while death in the 
meane tymc( which Godforbid)may depriueyou ofauthor 
tity y wh$fe power through the mercy of God shall , before 
itexpireth redeeme vs and ours out of this lakf of mifery > 
andbreaf^e thefnaresof the malttious cotraryto the defire 
•fthewick^ed.Bed downe therfore{o Lord)thyne care and 
beare , open tbynceycs and fee ifthere hath bin an intquity 
equdllto this) bedilligenty attentiue y and marine if there 
bee a dolor likf this of vs and ours y who aregiuen vpfor 
a prey and fyoyle , vnlejfe tly mercy ( oGod) doe prefent - 
h through the hand of the ^pojlohbs authority fuccor vs y 
tve are made a fcornc and dcrifion to thofe who are About 
Vs* being confounded by the authority of your Legates y 
Toho would to God they hadnotdealte thus difordercdly 
prefumptuoujly with vs and the affaires of the 
Church, for if they haue thus vfed vs in thegreenc wood y • 
vohat will rhey doe in thedrye ? wee meane in the conti- 
Manceoftbu Legamyne authority , which would it had 
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neuer bin. They haue ftcfpended vs ( as much 4s in them 
lyeth ) from dll power which wee haue enioyed ouer the 
Churches andperfans of England,although neuer ty Gods 
grace nor by your goodnes done at the inftance of any 1 
"Srince or other, or by Gods mercy will bee done ; as your 
excellency vouchfafedmofi certainly topremife vs. *And 
why ( renowned Lord) haue you granted this Legantyne 
authority to fuck a man (let it bet fpoken with your pa- 
tee nee ) in whofefirlt entrance to this bujinesyour Lord- 1 
ship ought to haue bin circumffeB what thefruite of this 
Legation would he, and more confederate, what the end 1 
wouldproue, especially in him whofe tndeauors were 1 
t vholy bent from thefit ft ,andfo are Ji til, to the mine of 1 
the Ec cleft aflicall dignity and alfoe of yours ,iffo he may 
begratious tberby to the hjng. 1 

My Lord ,myLord ,onyou are caftour eyes leaft other- 
wife wee perish , helpe vs (my Lord) and deale with 
Vs according to your promifes, which wee would they had ' 
not in vayne reioyced our h dries for wee haue endured, ' 
ypon the emmandemeut of your excellency, wee haue eg. ; 
dotted peace ( wee fay) and it commeth not; wee haue ; 
expeBed, by the handy work,e of your Legates, good,and ] 
hehould our affliflion is more encreafed, and our troubles 
more terrible . Take pitty on vs t before ( my Lord ) take ' 
fifty ,fince there is none vnder G od who fighteth for vs, 1 
hut only your felfe, with your faithful1 JLfsiftantcs. 1 
Haue mercy onvs {weefay), that God may haue mercy ’ 
' on you in thatfeucre iudgment, whenyoumujtycelde as- 
compt of your Baylywtcke for wee baue refuge to none '' 
vnder God but your felftpnce euen they y to purchafethe : 
fauprof nfcn, ofpofe againjl vs , who in regarde of piety ‘ 
agd iuJtice,ahafor thereuerenceof the faired Church of 
Zjrne, ought efptdally to may ntayne and defend vs.hr 
your eftates beeing no w tonfumed, and endles vexations i 
ajfauldngvs > wee haue not heereafter any meant s left ?’ 
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how toprofecutethistrouhlefomefuteandcotrouer/yray- 
fed by them y nor the leafi parte t her of Let then your excel- 
lency infiantly (if it pleafeyou) helpe <vs and the Church 
with makingan end of this malitious mifcheife y that there 
be heeretfter no longer delay y becaufe the tymenow im¬ 
port uneth it for hardly are wee able to breath y our ext re - 
tnities are foe greate y make hafie therefore y t hat rote may 
' receaue fame benefit ofyonrfauor before wee dye \Gtdftnd 
long prosperity and life toy our holy And bounteous goodnes 
which wee efieeme mofi deerefy y and is next <vnder the 
hue of our Lord for vs mofi tiecejfary y thdt by yourma- 
gnificence weemaybeegin torcuiue , who now beeginto 
dye. 

Pleafe it your wifedome to bee dlfo informed thdt three 
dayes befitre thefe mifcbeifes befell vs y wefent me fingers 
with letters to fignify to your Holints in whdt manner 
‘ we depdrtcd fro your Legdtes. For the mofi Chrifiia king 
of France , his Queene, the Princes And Bishoppes of the 
kingdome with others oflefier note, who louedyou y did by 
' theer letterscongrdtulateyou,glorifying Allmighty God % 
and thdnkinghis dtuine TAaiefiie and you y becdufe it was 
manifefi'Vpon the camming of,the Legates , as they them- 
felues by word of mouth made knownc to my Lord the 
kfng* that all the rumors were falfe and mofi vntrue 
whichlohn thefwearer of Oxeforde, and others the kfnges 
meftngers bad vaunted concerning the aggreiuances, and 
< oner thro we wee should receaue by the Legates , which 
ray fed an vnLfeakable fcandall throughout the whole 
kingdoms of prance y and among all who beard thts re¬ 
port e , they only excepted, who were aduerfaryes to the 
Church and vs,But this hafrpe was turned to lamenta- 
> lion y this mirth to morneing, and the lafi error made 
Worfer then thefirfi: W ee humbly therfore beefeech, that 
■ it wouldpleafeyour Holines to apply a prefent remedy to 
afickytsyct bteginfiing , and to let men openly kfeweat- 
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cordingtothe truth ,how dll thispreemption was with 
out your priuity and (ontrdry to your commandetnent. 
<Andfotdgdine GodfendyourHolines well to doe now 
and eternally. Thus much wrote Saint Thomas to 
Pope Alexander. Which the Saint not iatisfyed with 
this feconded with the enfuing complaintes to the 
Sacred Coiledge of Cardinalls. 

To his reucrent Lordcs and Fathers thcBis- 


hoppes, Prciftes and Deacons by the grace 
tUm. in ti>e of God Cardinallcs of the facred Church 
Appendix of of Rome, Thomas by the fame grace the 

epiftiet, humble feruant of the Church of Canter* 

bury a wrechcd and miferable banished 
saint Tho- man fendethgteering with remembrance 
ftynZhte °fhis moft refpeftiue dutifull feruicc. 

*ofCn* 4 ^* Itisnot edfy for u wrecked man to make 4 grattfull 
' difeourfe , andfor if/e miferdble to keepe 4 meafure in 
Speech jforgive therfore { wee beefeechyeefthe wreebed, 
and'pardonthe miferdble.beelieue(moft holyfdthers) 
howyetdrt by the ordindnee of^illmighty God placed m 
thdtyovrhygth of dignity to this purpofe ejpedally that 
yee should chafe away iniuflice,cutof all prefumption, 
gratiouflyfuccor the sfflitted of the Clergy, and never 
fufferthemto bee overborne with reprochesandcalamitys, 
hut aydeand aftift theopprejfed and aggreiued, fupprejfe 
theirfalfe ate ufers, and feverely punt shfitch as workp 
their ruine: For in not chafliftng the peruerfe nor re fifing 
the Verfcenters of the Church, wee doe nothing hut favor 
themiHee feemeth fecretlyto confent who oppofeth not 
himfelfe agdinft a tnanifejl offence ; whereupon wet con¬ 
tinue ,it cannot bee but that yee are hereafter bound with 
dll your forces and endeavors to afsift this caufe of ours , 
pAnd (4 lit It after) is not our caufealfo yours i yea abft- 


Digitized by Google 


of S. Th$nus Urchbi shoppe of Canterbury. sit 
lately yours, ^ffillyee net yet feeme to kjioroe thdt the 
kingof England both <vfurped, dndeuery ddy vfurpeth 
tuen flill the pojfefsionsof the Church, hove bee ouer- 
throweth the Churches liberty, Idyeth hdnds on Cods 
anoynted, tyranni\ingeuery where dnd without any re f- 
peB otter the Clergie ,eaftinge fome into pryfon, difmem- 
hring others , plucking out the eyes of thefe , enforcing 
thofe to vndergee the comhdte of Jingle fight, dnd li^ewife 
caufing Cleaves to endure the tryall of fire dnd water,ma- 
4 ing Bishoppes to difohey their metropolitdn , dndinfe¬ 
rior Clcdrkes their Btshoppes,not to acknowledgethem- 
felues excommunicate, who are neuert belts truly accurfcd, 
and in 4 word ( which is ftrre worfe ) that bee cledne 
abrogated the whole liberty of the Church, not vnlike 
thdt infamous Scyfmaticke the oppreffr of your felues 
[Fredericks wee meant) who laboreth utterly to rent 
out the Very bowels of the Church if this bee fuffcrtd to 
pajfe unpunished inourkJ”g> robot-will not his heires 
prefumei what shall your fucccjfors endure ? Conjider bow 
mifcheifes daylye encreafe, And the occajions & inven¬ 
tions of mifcheifes encreafe withall . 

Good God, and shall hee doe all thts without controule- 
menti This was not the way of Chrift, nor yet of his >Apo- 
Jlles, who fe imitatorsyee ought to hee, 8cc. 

By reafon therfore : of tbefe letters lent as well to 
Pope Alexander as the Cardinalls, of the (acred Ro¬ 
man Church beeing then at Rome,and likewile by 
the authority of a man of that worth, and aboue all by 
the truth it felfe, his Holines with the Colledge of 
Cardinalls was moued to call home with all fpeede 
thefe Legates, who were accUfed by fo many com- 
playnte's of this faintly man, and his mellinger and 
agent (who refyded atRome) elpecially alfo procuring 
the lame, whom S. Thomas (as it appeareth) admo¬ 
nished to followe the matter effectually with his H®- 
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C$d. Vdt ^ ncs * wryting among other thinges vnto him thus. 
lit .». ttifi. f Wherefore in all relpe&esit is expedient, yea mod 
*04. * neceflary that you employ all yours endeauors, and 

With your vttermoft power worke bur Lord the Pop* 
to call backe the often recyted Cardinally, and caufe 
them to bee compelled vpon a payne toeniue,ifthey 
should refufe presently to departe out of all the kinges 
dominions. ] Soe Wrote iaint Thomasfor recalling the 
Legates, who (as wee haue fay de ) was euer fauora- 
bly heard of his Holinesrfor the Pope by his letters 
recalled them prefently backe totheCitty,abfoga- 
tingall their authority, who beefore they departed 
thought good to lee the king of England, wherofjand 
Ibidem tfifi. concerning the paiTage bectwcene them, a relation 
*• then written difcouifeth in this forte. 


J[ The next Thurfday after the Oftaues of Saint 
The repsrtt Martin the Cardinalls came to the Monaftery called 
*L a!B ee , on the morrowe to Ligieux,the next day to Saint 
‘beetrvctne Peters vpon Dy ue, and thence the Wednefday before 
the Legates the firft Sunday in Aduent to Argenton, on which day 
Md the the king gaue them meetingtwo leagues before they 
King*. entred the towne, entertayning them with a pleafant 
countenance, and accompanyd both the Cardinallsto 
their lodging, the fecond day enfuing after MafTe 
beeing called early enough in the morning they came 
and entted the kinges chamber to conliilt with the 
Archbishoppes, Bishoppes and Abbots there aflem- 
bled,and continuing in counfell the lpace of two hours, 
they paiLed on farther the king accompaning thermo 
the outward dore of the Chappel, and Us they went, 
the king in the hearing of them mid aU others iayde, 
that hee wished his eyes might neuer more beehould 
any CardinaL,and dimiffed the foe haftily,astheir lod¬ 
ging beeing necre at hand,yet could they not expe&fc 
•' thcjjcomming of their horfe$, but Were enforced to 
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tydcon fuch as they could by chance finde without 
the Chappell. Thus departed the Car dinalls with noe 
more at the vttermoft then foure attendantes. The 
Archbishoppes , Bishoppes and Abbotts remayned 
With the king and entrea the Chamber to iitt incoun- 
fell, where hauing continued Vntill euening,they went 
thence to the Cardinalls with diicontented counte¬ 
nances, and (hying awhile With them , returned to 
their lodginges. On the morrow , after they had re¬ 
mayned with the .king Ax houers, they went to the 
Cardinalls, and thence backe to the king, with retur¬ 
ning againe to the Cardinalls, and foe continued, ca- 
rying fecret meflages to and fro. At their meeting 
being on Saint Andrewes Eye, the king riAng early 
Went on hunting, and (as it was certainly Aippofed) 
did it of purpole to abfent himfelfe : the Bishoppes 
came beetymes to the kinges Chappell, and thence to 
the counwll chamber , where after deliberation of 
mattersthey departed to the Church necre the Cardi¬ 
nalls lodginge, where the Cardinalls bceing fate, they 
Were called in to heare what they would propofe;.the 
Archbishoppes of Roane and Yorke taking their 
places, after them the Bishops of Worcefter, Salifbu- 
iy» Bayon, London, Chichcfter, and Angolilfne with 
many Abbottes, and a company of the Layety. Lon¬ 
don role vp whole idle and ill digelled oration Was a 
manifeft argument of his diftempered mynde ; and 
beeginrtingyee haue leene, See. And rehearAng the 
Appeale made by the Bishoppes of England, and de¬ 
clared formerly by the relation of the Legates, hauing 
concluded heeAiydetAnce now they had appealed they 4 tetteri of 
deAredofthe Cardinaller* Apoftles,which (as it is fup- spoliation 
pofed) was giuen them as proper to their appeale. So font front 
Cardinalls departed from the king on tne TeWef- ont *n^i*to 
after the Sunday wherin is fung dteltuaui: but * netb,t \ 
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in taking leaue , the king ■with great humility bee- 
fought the Cardinalls to be intercelfors to his Holiness 
that hee would abfolutely deliuer him from vs; and 
with thofe wordes before the Cardinalls and all the 
company hee wept, and my Lord William Wasfecne 
with his teares to accompany him; But my lord Oddo 
could hardly forbearelaughing.Now for theliibftance 
of the bufines thus it is: My Lord W illiam of Papia 
1 fendeth a certayne Chaplayne of his, kinfinan (as it 
thought) to Matter Lumbard, in .Pqjbe to my Lord 
the Pope, and with him the king lendethlikewifetwo 
meflingers , the one appertayning to the Bishop of 
London, called M after Henry Pixim, the other Rey¬ 
nold fonneto tljie Bishop of Salilbury. Moreoueron 
Satturday before the fecond Sunday ofAduent there 
went from the Cardinalls beeingthenat Sureux Ma- 
fter Iocelin of Chichefter and the Chantor of Salilbu- 
ry towards you to denounce that there was an appeale 
made againftyou by the perfons of England. [ And 
fomewhat after] my Lord Oddo the Cardinal! certi- 
fyeth my Lord the Pope in fecret, that hee would 
ncuer bee author or any way guilty of your depofition, 
although the king Teemed to defire nothing elle but 
your head in thedish. j This was the relation fent by a 
fund of Saint Thomas ynto him. Andyct there is an 
other reporte made by 1 ohn of Salilbury in his letter to 
Iohn Bishop of Poytiers, where it is fee downe thus of 
the kings imaged my nde in their laft departure. [The 
Cardinalles found the king in fuch an excefliue fury, 
as heecomplayned openly that heewasbeetrayed by 
Cod Vm. my Lord the Pope, and threatened to forfake him 
Ul . 4 . tfijt. vnles hee would canfe iufticeto bee executed on the 
Archbishop of Canterbury.] And afterwardes con¬ 
cerning what followed when they had appealed hee 
declared; itin thefe wordes. - . ; 
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The Bishoppes Tent alfotwo meflingers beeing of 
the meflingers beelonging to the Legates, one called 
Walter the Chauntor of Salilbury, the other Iocelyri 
the Chancellor ofChichefter to declare the Appeals 
made in this forte, and to renew the fame before the 
Archbishop. But the Archbishop admitted not the 
Meflingers froftithefiishops to fpeake in his prefence, 
becauie among others, they came alfo in the name of 
the Bishop of London j*whom the Archbishope' 
held for excommunicate, and tberfore fignifyed to the 
Cardinalls, that they who were employed in this mef- 
fage, had communicated with thofe whom hee had ex¬ 
communicated : although to delude the Apoftolike 
Mandate they ieemed to the ignorant abfolued,for our 
lord the Pope yeelded at the Taft only to this, thatiri 
danger of death they might bee abfolued, taking firft 
an oath to fubmittthemlelues to the Popes Mandate, 
if they recouercd, wherupon they fay ning themfelues 
to bee in hazard of their hues, became fometymes by 
their lordes commandement they were to crofle the 
leas, or other whiles to trauay le into W ales, obtayned 
abiolurionfrom a Welch Bishoppe Llaneiua,amaii 
vnexpert allmoft in both laWes, and who as one wife 
in making his bargaine,had receaued at thekinges 
handes the Abbey of Abeedon for a Bishoppricke, 
and to the end no question might bee had of the Popes 
Mandate, the Archbishoppe fent to the Legates the 
Apoftolicall letters,w herby they were ftraightly com¬ 
manded to reduce allluch as were foe abfolued into 
their former fentence of excommunication, vnles they, 
fully reftored vnto the Archbishoppe and his Aflo- 
cjates their pofleflions, with all other thinges by them 
vhiuftly taken away, and that no obftacle ofany Ap- 
peale should euer hinder this Apoftolicall Mandate.] 
Andafterwardes. [ Hoe th^fore inftantly beefoughc 
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the Legates, that according to my Lord the-Popes 
Mandate they would vrge thefe perfons excommuni¬ 
cated by him to make fatisfa&ion, or to rcturne theifi 
backe to their cenfure of accurfing,&:c. faying withall, 
that Legates were inuited to this bufines, who Were 
weake on this beehalfe, to the end they might bee 
bowed with euery blafte. ] But concerning them who 
Cod. v»t. ftole oat an abfolution in regarde they were to pafle 
hl> t. tf ift. thefeas,theepiftellof Iotin of Salifbury is extant writ- 
**' ten to Pope Alexander wherin hee doth manifcfl tlut 

(hey could in no cafe bee accompted for abfolued. 

After William the- Legate vnderftood Saint Tho¬ 
mas had not admitted the Bishoppes meffingers in 
refped chey were not duely abfolued fromche excom¬ 
munication they had incurred, hee himfelfe as well in 
hisowneas his aflociate Legates name lent thefe letters 
to the Bishoppes of Norwich arid Chichefter, both of 
England, who had the matter by him committed to 
them for abfoluing the excommunicate. 
ib/dcm. [Wee doe by thefe our letters command your wife- 
domes that vpon fight heereof yee abfolue fiich per- 
s ions as are lay de to remay ne in your handes intangled 
jnthechaynes of excommnnication by the Archbis¬ 
hop of Canterbury, taking fuft of them a promife to 
{land to our awarde ; and that this occafion beeing 
fett afide, either of yee, co whom thefe our letters 
shall firft come, doe endeauot to profecute and accom¬ 
plish whatfomeuer shall feeme moderate in youriudg- 
met, and after they haut receaued your Mandate,then 
fignify that vpon tl\eir oath they are abfolued.] Thefe 
wereche letters written in the name of the Legates. 
Salifbury mentioned) thefe letters in his epiftlc to the 
ibidem Archdeacon of Exceftst in this forte: [ For hee shall 
‘c’ft - Ior - receaueshortly (if hee hath themnot yet) letteKsfrotn 
the Legates commandiag inmea chafe wfcq 
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Hand excommunicate by the Archbishop of Canter¬ 
bury , notwithftanding the Legates themfelues hatae 
therin no power to command, but areby the Apofto- 
licall letters forbidden to come within England, or any 
way to intermedie with the affaires of the kingdome , 
vnlelTe a moft perfect peace bee firft concluded. ] And 
alter: f And let them bee tould that they shall haue no 
beenent of ablolution for obtayning laluation, vnles 
pennance , confeffion,and fatisfa&ion doe foreran it* 

&c. Thisand other thinges did Salifbury wryte,oUt 
ofwhofe other letters to Alexander receaue heere 
againe the complaints of fuch as were banished forthe 
Ecclefiafticallliberty in thefewordes. [ Ourfoules(o ^ 
father) aredrownedinbittemes,inlbemuchaslfeare 10# .' ' ’ 
exceedingly inyour fight, leaft the fur palling force of 
forrowe should beereaue ourwordes ofmodefty and 
patience, in regarde the Wonderful! depth of our mi- 
ierys knawethnot how to confine our complayntes: 

For fbme of our fellowes dying for the defenceof iu- 
ftice, expect from God and the Church reuengeof 
their innocent blood, others are afflicted with limdry 
tortures, wee are all banished, Mid haue long lingred The tent. 
in exile: buttherisone only remedy left to thefaichfull plaint'* 
in their tribulation, incellantly tofolicite the diuine 
Maieftie with their prayers,and to reueale to him the t ”f^ e 
fecretts of their inward myndes , that they may ibe 
moue their hither to mercy, and obtayne comfortein 
their calamityes. As often as the ehildrenof ifiael vfed 
this,(oe often wee reade they were deliuered out of 
their neceificyes and extremityes, they had recourle to 
; the Tabernacle of truce, where the holy of holyes 
was relented, that is to fay, the commandementes of 
God which for excell, all ratifications, in their great eft 
difficulty s they did flye to Moyfes,and Aaron the holy 
of our Lord, andto whom shall the wretched of Can- 

Q iij. , 
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- terburyrunneto bee Mediators beetwe^pe God and 
them,but to the RomanChurch where flourisheth the 
conferuation ofthediuine lawe,anri primacy of all 
Preifthopde 5 for next vnder God (if hee reibluethto 
lauevs) wee shall bee prefently deliuered; if you lifte 
vp your handes Amelech shall bee deftroyed, and hee 
who hath made you a God ouer Pharao,will ouer- 
fhrowe all fhe Churches Aduerfaryes before your 
face.] Thus far hee complaining afterwardes of the 
excommunicated who were vnduely abfolued, as wee 
, haue before declared. But Pope Alexander vnderftan-. 
ding this, wrote thus to the Cardinalls Legates againft 
thofe who wereab^olued without forerunning fatisfi- 
dion. 

[ Wee are let to vnderftand that lome of thofe, 
jbiie fyift, whom our reuerent brother Thomas Archbishop of 
s »• The Pa- Canterbury hath excommunicated, doe ftill presume 
fes htter-tS- ^ w ithhould the goods and pofleflions of his Church 
‘tlMution * anc J Clergic» and make their commodity of them j 
*fihteiccZ- wherforc beecaufe it is vnworthy that while they re* 
remitted, taynethefe goodes and pofleflions > they should bee 
released of their accurfed bandes ,wee doe by thelc 
our Apoftolike letters command your diferetion that 
if ( as wee haue heard) they are ablolued by any, yee 
doeftreightly onour beehalfeenioynethem vp6their 
oathes inftantly to y eelde vp the pofleflions and goods 
loc wrogfully vfurpedvnto theperfons and Churches 
to whom of right they beelong, and that beereafter ■ 
they attempt not vpon any occafion what fbmeuer to 
keepe them or intermedle with them > and if they will 
not obey your commandement, that then, all delay 
and appeale fett a fyde, yee recall and caft them backe 
into their former fentence of excommunication vntill j 
they haue made full iadsfa&ion} yea although they | 
haue bin abfolued by your felues, y et neuerthetes ac» i 
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complishyee this our commandemcnt. ] 

Thus wrote'Alexander but the next yeere following 
as appearcth by what hath byn layde, for before that 
tyme was not the Pope certify edtheereof. Which let¬ 
ters from his holmes when the Legates had receaucd 
by the meffanger of faindk Thomas, wrytingbacketo 
the Saind they excufed themfelues, with laying, that 
while they remayned with the king they could not 
put thefe matters in execution againft them on whom 
the king had beeftowed the goods, and how this was 
alio the Popes intention, that during the tyme they 
remayned Legates there with him,they should endure 
thereupon at nis handes any thing vnworthy of the 
Apoftolike Sea. But let vs followe the Legates in 
their retume homeward, wheiof Iohn of Salisbury 
layth this in his Epiftell to the Archdeacon of Exce- VM 

fter.![ The Cardinalles returne , called backe not ^ 1 
withoutconfufion,repetanceandcomplayntes,thatto Iej , 
plealure the king they acprelfed to much the caufe of 
the Church,for oneofthem,which was Papia,obeyed 
his will in all thinges, the other alio dealing more re - 
milTely then beefeemed a man of fo great expectation 
and hope.] Thus Salisbury, who againe alter many 
other things declareth how farre Qddo the Legate 
peruailedwith the king, in thefe wordcs. [ I was like 
to haue let palfe what is not to bee patted ouer, which 
is, how my Lord Oddo afewe dayes before hee depar¬ 
ted from the king dealt more feriously with him to 
conclude a peace with the Archbishop, wherunto hee 
anlwered, chat for the loue hee bore to the Pope and 
Cardinalls hee Would permitt the Archbishop to re¬ 
turne in peace to his Sea,andtodUpofeof his Church 
and all thinges thereunto beelonging. And becaufe 
there hath bin long contention about the cuftomos, 
bee layde, hee and his children would bee contented 

Q. hij 
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only with thole which his Auceftors had, and (whieh 
should bee made apparant) they foe enioyed by the 
oathes ofa hundred men of the realmeof England, a 
hundred of Normandy, a hundred of Anioue, and his 
other prindpalityes: and if this condition of peace dif- 
pleafed the Archbishop, hee affirmed hee was prepa¬ 
red to ftand to thearbitrementaswellof the Bishop-! 
pes of England, as thofe beyond the leas,of Roane, 
Bay pn, andCenoman , and if this were not enough, 
hee would lubmit himfelfe to the iudgment ofmy Lord 
the Pope with this referuation, that hee would not im, 
peach his childrens right: for during hU owne life 
hee was contented my Lord the Pope should abro¬ 
gate what hee lifted, 

Then demanded the Cardinall how hee w ould deale 
with the Archbishoppe and his aflociates concerning 
reftitution which was due and required of him, wher- 
unto hee anfwered , {wearing with many exquifite 
oathes , that hee had beeftowed all the commodity 
whatlomeuer hee reaped therof vpon Churches and 
the poore, But/f# the lexvc^ippelU heeieiue this , for 
2 willneuer: The Cardinall replyed, vnles hee chan¬ 
ged his caurle,and dealt more mildly with the Church 
of God, as well Almighty God as his Church would 
fooner then hee expeded, require all thefe more 
fenerely at his handes.and foe talcing his leaue hee 
departed. 

Afcerwardes came William of Papia to him slmoft 
in the lame manner, bnt the feede of his wordes fell on 
the fandes. Then making their retume by the tnoft 
Chriftian kinge of France, they recouered hisfauout 
vpon condiciops which this bearer shall repotte vnto 
you, Hetherto Salisbury, who concerning matters 
which*afterwardes enlued fignified moreouer in other 
letters thus. [ Now doe I endure the fifft yeero of my 
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exile , and wheras I wanted heeretofore nothing now 
behoujd I finde abundance ofcomforte, beecaufe the 
liberty of the C hutch feemeth euen now at hand, and 
now hath partly fet her foote in the Hand; for the king 
hath renounced ( as Meflingers from the Cardinally 
ptoteft) certaync moft wicked cuftomes which ne- 
uertheles hee was.beefore accuftomed to challenge, 
detefting with anoathe both them and their firft auf 
thors, agreeing withall that heereafter it shall bee law- 
frill to appeale to the Apoftolike Sea , that Clearks 
shall not bee draWne before the fecular Tnbunalles, 

With the like, which I wish free would foe approue by 
deede,asheeaflirjnedinworde. ] Thus wryteth free 
concerning thefe affaires. And this was laftly the con- 
clufion of this Legantine Emhaflage ; other matters 
enfue in the end of this prefent y eere. 

Salisbury in an other Epiftell hauing difeourfed of Cod. VaJ'. 
theftate oftheChurchbeeingthenimbroyled by Fre- lib. z.Epjt; 
derreke theEmperour, and Pafchall the Antipope,de- 
feendeth to the troubles offaind Thomas, Pope Ale¬ 
xander beeing then at Beneuent > where (fayth hee ) 
the embafladors of the king of England and the Ar- 
bishoppes agents mett together, in the prelence of his 
Holipes, and bath partyes werejgratiously and honou¬ 
rably entertayned; and for thofe appertaining to the 
king , as the iuftice of their caufe was IclTe, loe was 
their pompe with oftentation of their riches much 
greater. But when they were not able With their flat¬ 
tery s and faire promifes to Winne my Lord the Pope, 
then turned they to threates, fayningj that their king 
Would rather embrace the errors ofNorandinus ( the 
chiefe ringleader of the Mahometanes) and becafel- 
lowe ofthatprofarie Sjede ,then endure Thomas any 
longer to enioy the Archbishoppricke of Canterbury. 

$lut the map of Cod could neither bee shaken with 


Digitized by 


Google 



z$z TkeEccleJidJlicdllHiJlerie " ( - 

feare,nor (educed with flattery,and laying before them 
twowaysthe one of life, the other of death, anfwered, 
they might eafilie (as they had beegune) contemning 
the grace and patience of God, [make choyfe of the 
Way of perdition, but hecby ourLordes afliftance 
would not forfake the way of righteoufneS' Their 
hope therfore in shorte tyme beegan to quayle, and 
feeing they could notin this courle preuay le againft 
iuftice,they lent intoCicilie thekinges Embafladours 
and letters (for they came armed with thefe ) to the 
end that by the afliftance of the king and queeneof 
Cicilie they might obtayne (omewhat of my Lord the 
Pope againft the Church : But the moil Chriftiaa 
king or France feeing this flattery of the malitious 
commended to the eledt of Panorma the cau(e of the 
Church and of my Lord of Canterbury, as hisowne. 
Meane while came the meflingecs of the Legates 
( whom the king of Englad had procured) difagreeing 
each from other; for whatfomeuer one (ayde in the 
Courte, the other denyedj and ofthele hkewifeisk 
yet vncertay'ne what they shall relate backeto their 
Lotdes. Supplication was therfore made oh thebee- 
halfeof the king and the Legates with the afliftance 
of many other interceflbrs to my Lord the Pope for 
the Bishop of Salisbury* and in the end they obteyned 
that his Holines forgaue him the iniuryand offence 
donne to himfelfe, and did alfoe wryte to the Arch* 
bishop of Canterbury, entreating and confelling him 
to remitt the wrong the Bishqp had offered him, and 
releafing him of the (entenceof fufpenfion, receauc 
him into his fauourand freindship, allwayes prouided 
that either in hisowne perlon hee should giue him (e- 
curity for diffident (atisfadfcion, or elfe difigne two, 
beeing the cheifeft of thcClergie of his Church except 
theDeane,and fend them oucr who should fweare ho«r 
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their Bishop had authorized them to make an oath, 
wherby they 'shall proteft in the name and place of 
theirBishop that he shall latisfy for his iniury and con¬ 
tumacy againft the Archbishop. Wherby it may bee 
pro bably gathered that my Lord the Pope did either 
neuer knowe of the Legates fentence for abfolution of 
thelayd Bishoppe, or otherwife hee neuer eftemeed c »d. Vat. 
it of any validity. The lame Bishop had obtayned be- 
fore letters allmoft purporting as much, w herin nei- 
thsr hee nor his were obliged to any oathe,but asyet 
hee hath made no vfe of them, either beecaule they 
dilpleafod the king, or in regarde they were not foe 
effedtuall,Whac will be the luccelfe on either’ fide was 
vncertaine at the returne of the bearer heereofibut my 
Lord the Pope hath anfweredthe moft Chriftian king 
that hee will not fayle to foccor the Church of God,- 
and his frind of Canterbury, as long as with mftice hee 
- can releiue them. N ow let vs pafle to the parlee which 
Was beetweene ourkinges, &c. in foch forte as was 
defcribed this felfe lame yecre, wherby you may per- 
ccaue that both agree in tyme yeere and month, being 
the lame wherin this author wrote thefe tetters. Laftly 
towards the end of this yeere, befides other Embafia- 
dors formerly font, the king of England addrelfed’ two 
moreouer to Pope Alexander which were Reynold 
and Iohn the Deane of Salilbury > and the lame tyme ( 
alfo Saint Thomas direded his agents to his holines , 
their names were Alexander and Iohn whomafter- 
wardes by tetter he admonished of the trecherous fals- 
hood of Reynold, faying: [ Haue a contiriuall eye and 
watch vpon our aduerlaryes, and elpecially that Baf- 
tard of fornication,the enemy ofche Churches peace, 

. the fonne ofa Preifk, Reynold of Salilhury, who eue- ^, 

;ty where.(as much as in him lyeth)defameth and ' " * 
:flaundereth ourperfon, exclay ming wee are traytors, . ' 
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and chat Wee gaue him ourpromife not any way to mo* ; 
left his father.] AndaMeafter.[Heeaffirtnethmore- : 
ouer, ifour Lord che Pope should departethis World, : 
hee would caufevs to bee blottedoutof the bookeof : 
life, vaunting that in the court of Rome all thingesare ; 
foe fete to fale as with the bounty of rewardes he could : 
purchafeanythinge, Hee likewifemouedthekingof 
England to beecome futor to our lord the Pope, that 
his Holmes Would graunte authority to any Bishop in 
England to crowne his fonne and coniecrate Bis- ; 
hoppes, to the end hee might ( were it but in this) ■■ 
deceaue the Pope: and when the king anfwered that : 
( as hee thought) hee could neuer obtaynethefede- • 
tnandes of his holmes, Reynold replycd :the Pope 
should deale like a foole if hee would condefeend to :i 
your requeftes. ] Thus much of the kinges Embalfa- 
dorjwhcrby you may fee (reader) what mannerof : 
felloWes they were who accuftcmed to back-byte and j 
detrade the high Bishoppes of Rome. Concerning) 
the other his aifociate Ionndeane of Salifbnry,thac , 
which hath before bin fpoaken plainly declareth him , 
to bea tna of greater villany. What thefe thekingesde- , 
mandes were, and howinftantly hee filed for them>*nd | 

howmanyandgreatemenwerehismediatorsshallbee , 

declared heereafter in place conuenient. It is befides , 
apparant that the kins in the end of this yeere did by ; 
his Agdntes folicite all the Cittys which were ioyned ;) 
in league to Pope Alexander , bceftowing a huge>, 
malfe of money among the, and carefully endeavored • 
to winne the king of Cicillie and the nobility of Row ; :| 
to beehis, that all might bee intercedbrs to the Pop' , 
to procure the accomplishment of his requeftes againft . 
Saint Thomas: but how Pope Alexander beehaued 
himfclfe,you shall heare in the beeginning oftheno 1 ^ 
yecrc. ■ ‘ . " 1 
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Meane while the king of Fiance, after the Legates Un£»f 

were departed difpatchitfg thishufincs, takingVp the ^ranttlabo- 
matterfoe fallen to the grownde , endeauored to being 
the king of England and Saint Thomas to amutuall WHm 
parleeinhis pretence, hoping by thefe meanes to reu- k inj tfEn- 
nite them in a league of peace. W hat the patTage of that glund and 
meeting was is exa<ftly Lett forth in Quadrilogus in the Sain * Tbol 
endofthefecond booke ; and in regarde this feemeth • 

to bee omitted in the epiftles, the Regifter of them, 
beecaufe his epiftolary hiftory may not bee defe&iue r 
heerin, hath toe placed in this volume this difeourfe 
before the epiftles, as they entiling and following in 
order one after an other, doe manifeft the whole 
proceedinges euen to the very end j by reafon wherof 
there wanteth no afliftace of any hiftory in the epiftles, 
tut only this of the parlee written bn this wife in Qua- 
drilogos or the Quadriparte hiftory out of Hubertus. 

[ My Lord the king of Fiance feeing his Holines 
carefull to conclude a peace, himlelfe as the tonne of 
peace and obedient to the Apoftolike prelate, inter- 
pofed his endeauors with all labor and attention, wher- 
vpon at diuers parlees, which patfed betweene him and 
thekingof England,hee brought thither with him the 
Archbishoppe, placing himfelfe as an arbiter of peace 
beetweene them; Among all which there was one 
meeting where it was reported totheking of England 
that the Archbishop of Canterbury would referre the 
wholecaufe to his owne will,and therfore the king 
entertaynedthis his comming more gratioufly. Many 
ofbothfydes aflembling to fee the end, my Lord of 
Canterbury fell downe at the king of Englandes feete, 

%ing: I committ to your diferetion the whole con* 
trouerly which hath bin the grounde of diilention bet¬ 
weene vs, with referuation only of the honor of God- 
|he king hearing the addition of thefe laft WKdff* 
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Was offended bceyond meafure, abufing him With rtii* 
ny reproches, vpbrayding him much » calling many 
t hinges in his teeth, condemning him for a proude^ 
infofent, and Vngratefull man , who forgot his 
royallbountifull liberality foe often extended to him.] 
Alanus added. [ Hee fayde beefides to the king of 
France, tnarke( my Lord)ifitpleafethyou,thisman,- - 
let any thing not fit his owne humor, hee prefently 
condemneth it as contrary to the honor of God,wher- . 
by he will challenge not only his owne, but alfo what- 1 
foeuer beelongeth to mee, and that it may appearc I 
Withftandnot thehonorofGod,noryctofhiminany 
thing,this is myneoffer. There hauebinne kingesof 
Englandmy Predeceflors, who baue raygned beefore 
mec,of greater or lefler authority then my felfe; and in. 

. Canterbury hauebin many Archbishops beefore him' , 
of great worth and holines jwhat therfore the more 
eminent and vertuous of his Predeceflors haue done to ' 
the leaft of my predeceflors, let him but giue the like 
to mee,andthecontrouerfy shall be concluded. Wher- 
upon followed an acclamation on all fydes that the 
king had fufficiently humbled himfelfe. 

The defenu Here muft i needes fay, Imeruaylegreatelyhow 
Thom”* durft appeale to the exemples of the Arch- 

*nd his bishoppe of Canterbury es Predeceflors, of whom it 
tnuft. is euident that many of them did conftantly refift the 
kinges who did violate the Eccl&fiafticall,liberty, 
and vponthat occafion fuffred many yeeres exile and. 
banishment, among who what great aflii&ions faindk 
Anfelme,andafter him Lanfrancke (who liued vnder . 
this king Henry’s Granfather) for the fame caufe en¬ 
dured, is in the former Tome fufficiently declared. 
But let vs tctume to Alane who Proceedeth thus in 
Quadrilogus. 

; [ W hde the Archbishop for a litle fpace feetqed filen^ 
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the king of France burft out in thefe wordes : My 
Lord Archbishop will you bee greater then holy men? 
Will you bee better then Peter ? what queftion make 
feu? Loe peace is euenat thedore. To whom the 
Archbishop replyed. Trueitis (quoth hee)my Lord, 
my Predeceflorswere much better and greater then 
myfelfe, and many in their ages, allthough they did 
not abfolutely deftroy all, yet neuertheles did cut of 
fomewtedes which were extolled againft God, for 
had they cleane rooted out all, what had bin now left 
to enkindle againft mee this fire of cemptation,wherby 
now beeing try ed in the lame fornace with them, I may 
with them bee found alloc worthie of the lameprailc 
and glory: yea God much better prouiding for mee it 
is come to paiTe that I haue labored loe fecurely in 
their lot and meritt, as I may bee partaker of their 
traueli andrewardc; neither yet if any of them came 
shorteor exceeded in any thing, am I bound to fol- 
We him in his want or excclfe; for wee reproue Peter 
hideniyng Chrift , but wee commend Peter by all 
meanes who refifted the Tyranny of Nero with the 
lofleof his life, and why truly but beecaufe Peetea 
Wouldnotyeeldtohim in that wherin hec could not 
without the lofle of* Iris loule diflemble ? and therfore 
with conquering his enemyes,hee dyed as to the flesh; 
and with luch prellures as theie the CatholikeChurch 
hath ryfenand encreafed : Our fathers haue liiffered 
beecaufe they would not endure the name of Chrift 
should bee drawn© into lubiedtion, and should I bee 
reftored into the fauour ofa man, with fuppieflingthe 
honour of Chrift ? God forbid ( quoth hee) God forr 
hid.] Wherupon the peeres of both kingdomes turned 
all againft the Archbishop , imputing > the want of 
,the peace to his arrogancy 5 one Earle among the^eft 
op«ily prqtefting, that in regard ^ the Archbishoppc 
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refilled the counfell and determination of both king- 
domes , hee Was not hecreaftet worthy of atfitlance 
from either, but caft out of England should no longer 
liow bee entertay ned in France, whervnto is added by 
Herberte. 

[ When the parlee therefore was thus ditfolued, 
euery one returned home not without great murmur¬ 
ing, the Archbishoppes aflociates inexilebeeing lefte 
in exceeding ditpaire. The kinges had no foorier ended 
this conference, but they haftfly tooke horfe and de¬ 
parted neither faluting nor yet beeing taluced of the 
Archbishoppe. Yea alfo the king of England, who 
beeforeflandered the Archbishoppe fowly to his face, 
nowin his departure among other thinges, intuiting 
fayde,hoW hee had that day reuengcd him on his tray- 
tor ; in like ifortethe Courtiers, who had bin Media¬ 
tors for the peace,did at the lafl in his pretence deepely 
charge him, that hee was eucr proude, allwayes high- 
mynded, wife in his owne conceypte, A follower ofhis 
priuate fancy and opinion; adding moroeuer,it was an 
exceeding mifcheife and an immeaturable dommage 
and danger to the Church that hee was euer inftauled 
a gouemour thereof, and that the tame beeing partly 
ruinated allready by him, would now bee inftantly and 
vtterly ouerthrowne. But the Archbishoppe fettinga 
watch beefore his mouth whenas finners banded 
againtl him, was made to thofe who vpbrayeded and 
intuited ouer him as a man not hearing,and with humi¬ 
lity anfwered gently faying : Beeware ( brother ) 
leall the Church of G od bee deftroyed by you, for by 
mee (God willing) it shall neuer bee: and the man 
to whom hee directed his fpeech, Was Iohn,by birth 
an Englishman, but then Bishop of Poytiers , one by 
-reafon of long acquaintance and fociety very familiar* 
deereaed acceptable to the Archj^shoppe y But to 
" others 
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bthers who reuyled him hee made no anfwer ,beeing 
vndoubledly his Difciple, who, when hee wascurfed, 
accuifed not againe, and when hee fuffered, threatened 
no reuenge. And thus hee departedfrom theparlee in 
France, as hee did beefbre froth thefarliament iii 
North-Hamptonne, beeingmade a reproache to the 
rich, and contemptible to the proude, and hee with his 
aflociates returning, followed the king of France 
whole lodginges were prepared in the Cattle of 
Mount-Mirable.The Archbishop hadbeeforelodged 
in this Cattle with the king, who by his Courtiers did 
eiler prouide him liberally of all necettaries; But the 
king did not then condefcend (asinotherparlees hee 
had bin accuftomed) to fee the Archbishop in his lod¬ 
ging , whereupon it was prefently coniedured that the 
king ftoodnot foe well affeded to him now as bee- 
fore ; yet neucrtheles the Archbishop shewed him- 
felfe pleafed and contented, neither was his counte- 
nace proceiued to bee any whit altered in this refpede, 
wherin may bee confidered the conftancy of this re¬ 
nowned man together with theinuincible courage of 
his mynde, who in a world ithus exceedingly croffing 
him , shewed none or very little trouble orfigne of 
care* 


Departing on the next morrowe from the Cattle 
and comming that day to Charters, many of the 
people (according to the cuftome) mett together to 
fee the paflengers, and asking who they were, when 
they vnderftood, the Archbishoppe of Canterbury » 
was there , they 1 pointed at him With their fingers, 
who knewehim not, that hee was the man, and 
faying, (though foftly ) among themfelues: Loe 
heere the ArchbishOppe who yefterday in parlee 
would not deny God for the kinges, nor fubiedthe 
diuine honor to their Willes. And many times after as 
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heetrauelled thorough France diuers of the people in 
this force extolled him. Leauing Chatters nee came 
with the belli lpeede hee could to Sen on. ] The Com¬ 
piler of the cpiftles addeth thus: [ When neehad there¬ 
fore pafled three dayes in the company of the king of 
Frauce,iniuch forte as neither the king hiinfelfe nor 
any in his name came to vifitt him, and whereas in bu- 
lines of this nature my lord of Canterbury was wont to 
bee maintayned by the kinges liberality, nowafter the 
parlee> and for the tymethat I touldyou hee had no¬ 
thing at all beeftowed on him, but that (ometymes the 
Archbishop of Senon , otherwhile the Bishoppc of 
Foy tiers or fuch like his brethre,moued with his mife- 
ry in palling by him releined him as a Bcggar,a thing 
terrible to all his followers, bceing quite diuuute efaU 
worldly helpe.Hauing thus endedthc third day of this 
lamentable iourney, whyle they late in their lodging 
difeourfingtsogether heereof and deuiling whether to 
goe,my lord of Canterbury with a well contented 
countenance, as if hee had tailed no aduerlity at all, 
and ablolute againft all Fortunes power, applying his 
fpeech to his mournfull company ,fmyling fayde •' 
againft mee ate all thefe forces bent, and I once taken 
away,there will beenone left to purlue yee further;&c. 
Bee therfore comfortable , and feare nothing. Nay 
rather (quoth they) weetakepirty on you,not know¬ 
ing which way y ou ca turne y our felfe, beeing a man of 
loe greate authority, and thus left by your cheifeftand 
laft frindes. To Allmighty God {anfwered Canterbu¬ 
ry) I committ the care of my lelfe, and lince the dotes 
of bothjkingdomes arenow shutt againftme:]ah other 
way isnow to bee taken : I haue heard that about Ara» 
ris a riuer of Burgundie, and from thence to the coun¬ 
trey of Prouince men are of a more iiberall and free 
dilpoficjon, to thefe will weeall trafUeli on foote, who 
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perhaps vpo» fight of out affli&ions will take com* 
paffion of vs, and furnish vs with vi&ualls for a tyme, 
vntillour lord shall better helpevs;fotGod is ableeuen 
Hithedeepeftpitt of diftrefTe to releiuc vs, hce is worfe 
then an infideilwhodefpayreth of Gods mercy. 

And Gods mercy was inftantly at hand, for a cer- 
taine feruante beelonging to the king of France com- 
ming to them haflely, fayde: my lord the king calleth 
yeeto his Cource. That hee may (quoth one of them) 
banish vs the kiilgdome!: you are noe prophet (anfwe- 
red Canterbury) nor the fonne of a prophet, doe not 
then foretell euilltyduiges. Cctmming therfore they 
found my lord the king fitting with a fad counte¬ 
nance > and not according to his cuflome ryfing to my 
lord of Canterbury * which was vpon the firft fight an 
Vnluckly prefage, where they fate (till after this cold 
limitation and remayned long in filence> the king han¬ 
ging downe his head, as if with greife andagainft his 
will bee deuyfed which way hee might difpatchthem 
out of his kingdome,and they no lefle fearing the king 
who breaking out into teares,and with fobbing ryfing 
vp on the fubdaine, didproftrate himfelfe at my lord 
of Canterbury s feete, all there prefent being amazed, 
and. my lord of Canterbury bowing low to lifte him 
vpi the king in the end hardly comming to himfelfe Thi Y.ing»f 
(toe grcatewas his greife) fayde: Truly (my lowland y rmue Yt J 
father) you only did fee; and redoubling his fighes fenting , 
With forrowe, truly father (quoth hee) you only did grtatly 
fee, for all wee Were blind who gaue you counfell a- 
gainft Allmighty God, that in your caufe, yea in his stint Tho- 
diuine caufe you should at the pleafere of man negleft 
the honor of God, I repent mee (father) I repent mee 
wichall my harte, pardon mcfi 1 beefeech you, and ab - 
folue rnee Wretchlrom this oifence,and heere I caft at 
the feete of G od and you my kingdome, and from this 
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tyme forward doe promife neuer to bee wantingto yofl 
and yours in any thing, fo long as (God willing ) thi* 
life shall laft. My lord of Centerbury therfore ablbl- 
uingtht king, and giuing him his benedi&ion retur¬ 
ned ioyfully with his followers toSenon, where the 
king of France maintayned them royally vntill their 
teturne into England. 

Vponreporte wherof the king of England fendeth 
worde to the king of France, that hee maruelled 
very much how or with what reafon hee could in 
iuftice maintayne Canterbury againft him, feing 
in his owne prefence hee foe humbled himlelfe 
with readynes to endure all courfes of iuftice, 
neyther yet that hee was any impediment to hinder 
Canterbury from recouering his peace, which hee 

E loudly and contumelioufly reiefted ,wherfore(quoth 
ee) the king of France ought not heereafter to yeeld 
r any releife to the difgrace and reproche of his liege 
Tht renew man> Whereunte the king of France replying, fayde: 
ned Mnfwtr Goe tneffingers and reporte this to your king , that if 
ef the ling the king of England will not endure the cuftomes, 
cf Trance which heecalleth ancient, though ( as fome affirme) 
t° the king not agreable to the law of God, yet as appertayning to 
ef England. p, ls ro y- a ]j dignity, to bee any way abrogated ; much 
lelfe can I of right ouerthrowe thatlawe of liberality, 
which together with the inuefture.ofmy CroWnefid- 
leth to meeby inheritance > for France hath bin of an¬ 
cient tyme accultomed to receaue all diftrefted and 
affli&ed perlons, efpecially them who Were banished 
for iuftice, and vntill they recouered peace, to fauor 
protect, and defend them, the grace of which honor 
and excellency shall neuer by Gods helpe, during my 
life vpon the requeft of any man bee diminished or de¬ 
ny ed to Canterbury beeingthus exiled. And foe far 
concerning the Ipeech that palled beetweenethe king 
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of France and the Agents of the king of England, 

■which euery wile man will accompt Worthie to bee 
written in letters of Golde. ] 

ANNO DOMINI 1169. 

Now enfueth the ycere of Chrift 1169. with the 
iecond Indiction, when Pope Alexander refilling ab- 
fblutely to yeeld to the king of Englands requeftes 
propounded in his laft Emballage, and conftantly per¬ 
lcuering in the reftitution of Saint Thomas vnto his 
; C hurch, determined yet againe to fend other Nuntios 
for regayning Saint T homas his Archbishoppricke ; 

Whereof meeting to treatc, it is firft necelfary to lay 
open what the king demanded of the Pope , which 
conlifted oftwo principall pointes >one that SaintTho- 
masbecing remoued out of France, might bee called 
by his holines to Rome; the other that hee might be© 
translated to an other Sea. But with what trauaile and 
exceeding coft the king endeauored to bring his pur- 
pole to paifeand winnethe Popes good will, certaine 
letters fecretly written to Saint Thomas, doe in this 
forte declare :[ In regard that (through the Allmighty Cod.v*t'. 
WorkeofGod,thecaufeofChriftcandofhisChurch *■•*{$■ 
is now reftoredtothat lecurity as it cannot heereafter 79 ' 
bee endangered , bacaufe the Ring -leaders of this 
Scyfmeare quay led, and the hammer of the Church 
of England beeing taken captiuein theworkes of his 
inuention, cannot as no w find any on whom hee may 
relye,beeing driuen to thelall call,hee made thefe ru »»\* 
§ dangerous atcemptes, when by folliciting as well the *nd ttrrit 
courteas the Scyfraaticke Friedricke with his com- 
: plices, hee lawe hee could not that way any whit pre- £*/*"*. 
•, nayle againft our Lord and his anoynted, hee fledd by g ” in ^ n f J 
y hisEmbafiadorsto theCittys of Italy, promifingto Th»m»$. 

Di^teed CjOO^lC 
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chofe of Millane three chouland mearkes towardes the 
ftrong reparation of their walls, if they together with 
the other Qttys, which they attempted to corrupt, 
could obtayne at the Popes hands the depofition or 
traflatiory of the Archbishopp of Canterbury > for the 
lamepurpole did hee likcwile promile to Cremona 
2 o o o. mearkes, to Parma a thouland, and as much to 
Bononia. But to my lord the Pope hee made offer to 
deliuer him with a larges of fmoney from the exa&ions 
of all the Romans , and giuc him more ouer ten thou¬ 
sand Mearkes, granting beefides that hee should or- 
dayneat his owne plealure Bishoppes as well in the 
Church of Canterbury a s in all other vacant Seas 
through out England*But beecaule his greatepnorrrifps 
extenuated his credit in accomplishments,and that hee 
was in his demandes conuinced of manifeft (iniquity, 
bee receaued repulle: yet what ofhimlelfe hee was not 
able to procure, hee allayed to extorte by the power of 
the king of Cycillie. But neither hee, allthough the 
Bishop of Syraculaand Robert Earle of Bafrauile la¬ 
boured heerin,with their vttermoft ability and the me¬ 
diation of many interceflors, was heard, notwithftan- 
ding his royalty, power, or fauor, which hee enioyed 
amply in the Church of Rome. The kinges EmbaHa- 
dors were therfore difmifled, and their demandes re¬ 
lieved , this only beeing gtaunted, that my Lord the 
Pope,should fend N utios anew for procuring of peace 
which were Gratjan the Subdeacon, and M after Vi- 
uian Archdeacon ofthe ancient Citty, who was accu- 
ftomedintheCourte toexecute the office of an Aduo- 
cate.] Thus much was lignify ed by fecrett intelligence, 
for without expreffing any name the Inlcription is 
thus: A friud to bitfrind. 

Saint Thomas Vnderftanding thus much, and. alio 
at what tyme hee should bee called to Rome by Pope 
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Alexander, was wonderfully troubled, and wry ting to 
Cardinall Humbald Bishop of Oftia, after many com- 
playntes, fpeaketh thus of this matter. [ In regarde 
wee will not tranfgreirethelaw of God with gluing 
place to the iniquity of Tyrantes, hee endeauoretn 
without any neceffity, beefides all vtility, and againft 
authority to tranllate vs to an other Church* and bee- 
caivfewee refilled to followe him, when hee allured vs 
to accompany hi* finne, hee requireth wee should bee 
called vpvnto you^hat in our paflage hee might make 
fome bargaine whatfomeuer with the confortesof his 
iniquity for the effufion of blood ; for what other mea¬ 
ning can hee haue infoliciting thofe of Millane, Cre¬ 
mona, and Parma by corruption of bribes to our def- 
cru&ion? Wherin haue wee offended thofe of Papiaor 
other Cittys of Italy i Wee neuer gauethem caufe to 
procure our exile. Wherin haue wee aggreeued the 
fage s ofB ononie, w ho ,moued by prayers and promifes, 
would yeeld cheir confent to the caufeof our mine , 
which only by relation they vnderftood’AlItiredlywee 
neuer banished Robert de baffauylle, and yet hee was 
by finifjfcer fuggeftions induced to bee a meane to you 
for our banishment, neuertheles afterwardes peacea- 
uingtrechay and repenting this offence, he entreated 
that, his vniuft petition might not bee admitted. Ri¬ 
chard the eledBishop of Syracufa entifed with a bope- 
full bayteofthe Bishoppricke of Lincolne, aflifted 
ourperfecutors with money, ftrengthened them with 
counfell,and armed them with power} Concerning 
the king of Gicillie himfelfe, in whofe countrey you 
lately remayned, they promifed him in mariage the 
king of Englands daughter, to make him their ownc 
for the ouerthrowe of the Church and vs. 

Did not they by diftributing their bread, entertay ne 
as their hirelinges the family of kyons, the nation of 
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theeues, and other the molt powerfull Romanes , not 
Joe much to bowe as to breake the Church of Rome * 
Nay they promife to purchase peace with the Empe¬ 
ror and Saxons,and beefides with their bountiful! 
guifces of many to drawc all the Romanes to doe their 
fealty to my Lord the Pope, if they will but fatisfy the 
king of Englands defire in our ouerthrowe. You fee 
howfecureapaflage, what abundant prouifion the dil¬ 
igence of man hadheere prepared ror vs. Vndoub- 
tedly hee cared not greatly how our Creditors might 
bee iatisfyed, how fufficient necellaryes might bee mi- 
niftred to our companions, (if any happily might bee 
found to trauaile along with vs) how the charges of the 
iourney might bee fupply ed with fufficient meanes for 
the banished multitude,who now after Hue y eercs exile 
Was to bee lefte poore > affli&ed and forfaken in the 
middeftof foe great calamityes. Truly with the fame 
dilligenceof thefe purueyers and harbingers ( becaufc 
wee cannot beeperfwaded to call the kinges name into 
queftion) may the houfe hould ftuffe and prouy fion of 
our hoftes bee poy foned, and hardly can that man bee 
fecureofhis life whom the Commander of the family 
where hee lodgeth,lyeth in way te to kill. And that 
wee may not heerin, bee tedious in circumftances of 
w ordes > A s long as this life lalteth, we will neuer vpon 
.any £immons hazard our felues to lo many and fb great 
imminent dangers, for if a man will vpon euery qcca- 
fion mnne defperately to death, hee may with a knife 
ora halter more fpeedily finish hisdayes.] Afterwards 
hee proceedeth to reheailewhat in the end ofthelaft 
yeereis declared concerning the endeauors of the king 
of England to depriue Saint Thomas of the king ot 
Frances protedion, which wee may receaue from the 
reportc of his owne mouth, for hee fay th: ] T he king 
of England lent lately his Embaljfadors the Bishop of 
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fagia and Archdeacon of Canterbury to the moft 
Chriftian, king foliciting him with entreaty toban- 
nish vs out of his Dominion; but the man replenis¬ 
hed with God, anfwered, thathee receaued by inhe¬ 
ritance this law from his anceftors, and that it had bin 
cuer the cuftome of the kingdome of France kindly to 
entertayne all luch as were banished for inftice,and 
afforded them due and couenient courtefyes and com - 
fortes; and affirmed hee would neucr vpon anyocca- 
fions whatfomeuer leaue fo laudable an inheritance , 
being fo acceptable to Allmighty God, Adding more- 
ouer that hee receaued vs from the handes of my Lord 
the Pope, whom only in earth hee acknowledged his 
Superior, and therfore hee would neuer for any Empe¬ 
ror, king or wordly Potentate defift to fauor vs and 
our caule, fo long as neceflicy required , in (regard God 
was on our fyde, and weefuftayned iniuryes and Ioffes 
in defence of his lawe. With this anfwer hee difmiffed 
thefe confounded Embaffadors, and beecame to vs 
(for which God reward him) more louing and liberall 
then before, although hee hath bin euer both kind and 
bountifull. Hee faith bcefides hee will in thiscaufeof 
ours make tryall of the fincerity arid vigor of the 
Church of Rome, together with the vertueofouc 
Lord the Pope, wnofe faith and conftancy hee excee¬ 
dingly commendeth, beecaufe heereioyceth that the 
king of England hath receaued at his handes a repul ie 
in hisvniuftdemaundcs.] Thusfaith Saint Thomas of 
the king of France: wordes worthy to bee engrauen in 
greate letters of Gould • 

But as the faith together with the conftancy of Pope 
Alexander was hitherto well knowne to continue vn- 
moueable in the defence of iuftice and truth, (be did ic 
heereafeer perfeuer euen to the very end vneorrupted, 
which notwithftapding hee gouemed with fweetenes 
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and temperance, leauing nothing vnattempted before 
hee would denounce the king to bee excommunicate, 
and (ubiedt his realme to Intetdidion, which caufed 
Two Hun- him to make efpeciall choyfe of men who were mod 
tim find by famous for eminence integrity and Angular learning (I 
the Pope to meane ) theforerccyted Gratian nephew to Pope Eu- 
t**} ns /f geniusthatmoftrenownedBishop,(forfoemuchdoth 
Ced'vet. !ohnof Salifburyes epiftle to the Bishop of Poytiers 
Ub. j. efift. fignify) and Viuian a perfon of excellency as beeinga 
ii. ' ducrecte and worthic Aduocate of the Romane 
Church. And how far the commiiCoh extended which 
they receaued from Pope Alexander, is thus lent in a 
fecret relation of a certayne frind before rehearfed, 
vfing thefe wordes in the Conclufion. [ N otwithftan- 
ding all this the Pope reftrayned thefe Nundoes with 
the obligation of an oath to a precife and confyned 
forme orpeace,in fuch fort as they should not exceede 
their limited boundes, commanndingalfo feuerly that 
they should abftayne from receauingany rewarded of 
the king , or burdening him with expences,vnles the 
Churches peace were nrft procured, nor yet makeany 
longer (lay beeyond the ietled day afllgned them* J 
Concerning the forme of peace (as it was exprefled for 
the Bishoppe) itcontayned nothing dishonorable or 
derogating either from the Church or his perfon, or in 
any refpe# diminishing his authority, but that hee 
might freely without impediment of any occafion or 
Appeale excerdfe the Ecclefiaflicall fcuerity on the 
king himfelfe.the kingdome.or any perfons ofthe 
realme, in fuch forte as hee knewe expedient for the 
Church of G od, vfing'neuecthelcs therin the counfell 
of his freindes and men of difcretion, that while the 
treatis of peace continued, hee should more mildly 
proc9ede,and wincke at many thinges; but if after- 
wardes, ( which God forbid) they preuayUd not % 
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peace , hee should arife (as one returning to his former 
lbength)toproftratewith greater powerthe Churches 
perfecutors. And this was there written concerning 
thecommiflion giuen by Pope Alexandertohis Nun- 
does by whom hee lent this letter to Saint Thomas. 

[Wee haue receaued lately the Embafladors and. 
letters of the renowned king of England, and wheras 
beedemanded therin of vs crtayne greate and'difficult 
matters,for obtayningwherofthey laboured earneft- 
I7 and vehemently with vs, yet neuertheles they could ff 

not incline our my nde tofatisfytheirdefire. But that 
they might not haue anyrealon or occafion tocom- 
playne of rigorous'proceeding on our parte,or that wee 
refufed in any thing toyeeld vntothem following the 
fteppes and examples of our PredecefTors [ who wee 
doubt not areSaintes) wee determined with all kindnes 
modefty,and fweetnes,to recall the king from his 
Peruerfepurpofe, to mitigate his myndc, and allwage ' 

his cruelty; wherupon it came to palle that wee by the 

! |taue aduife aud counfell of our brethren, decreede to 
end to the kinges preferice our deerely beeloued 
fonnes Gratian the Subdeacop our notary, an hono* 
rableand learned perlon,whom for the memory of our 
holy father of iacred remembrance our PredeceUor 
Pope Eugeniu$,and in regarde of his owne moft fincere 
fidelity and ready feruice, wee efteeme euety way 
deare and acceptable,and with him Matter Viuiau 
whofochis long experienced frindshippe,wifedotne, 
and learning wee loue moft intyrely j by whom andallb 
by our letters wee admonish his Maieftie with all care 
and dilligence as much as in vs lyeth, that reftoring to 
you his peace and fauor, hee would recall you honora¬ 
bly to your Church, and fuffer you and yours to reft in 
all peace and tranquillity. Wherfote wee entrcate yhu 
and aduile your brotherhood that carefully Wcyghing 
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the difficulties and malice of the tyme, and confide- 
ring withy out lelfe how our forefathers haue beeha- 
ued themfelues for auoyding fuch ftormes asthefein 
day es of like extremity, you would endeauore by all 
meanes,as fee as with preferaation of the honor of your 
place and office may beedonne, to recouer the feuor 
and good-will of youc kinge,and labour to mitigate 
his mynde, in shewing fuch patience, gentlnes and 
meekenes,asnone may iuftly fey your felfe was in 
faulte,wherby his loue and kindneffewas not fully 
obtayned > wee requeft alfoe y our wifedome , y ee wee 
warne counfell and command you that before the de¬ 
parture of our N undoes youproceedenotin any feh- 
tence againft the king or any perfons of his kingdome, 
or againft the realme it felfe: and if perchance (which 
wee beeleeue not) you haue allrcady pronounced any, 
you doe now fufpend the fame vntill that tyme bee ex¬ 
pired : all which wee fey to the end wee may take 
away from him all occahon and matter of coni- 
playnte,andby fuch meanes ouercome the hardnes 
of his harte. But if it fail out otherwife ( which God 
forbid) wee will by no meanes depriue you of your au¬ 
thority , but rather preferue the fame intirc, and care¬ 
fully affourd you therin our affiftance and counfeli. 
The reft which remayheth wee haue left to bee decla¬ 
red by our N untioes, to whofe words wee,wish you to 
giue creditt,andalfoto yeeldto their counfells and 
exhortations.] Thus did Alexander wryte to Saint 
ihiAtmtpift. Thomas, and likewife to the king of England other 
* letters in thefe Wordes. 

The Fepet Wc haue receaued with fatherly loue your Maiefties 

letter fent letters which you fent v s by our beeioued fonnes Rey- 
ly his no [ c i 0 f Salifbury and Randulp he Archdeacon of Laua 
_ beeing both of them wife and difereete men, and with- 
J*nd? all xarefuU anddUligcnt in the bufines committed to 
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their charge,and with attention and confideratibn hauc 
wee heard the contentes of the lame. And when Wee 
had 'fully vnderftood yourroyall demandesjas well 
out of the Jubilance of your letters, as the relation of 
your Embafladors,and had together with our brethren 
taken long aduxce therupon, it could not appeare to vs 
that wee might with our honor and the eftimation of 
the Church yeelde to any of them in foch forte as you 
required; notwithftanding to the end wee may in all 
thinges,fofaras ftandeth with the glory of God and 
his Church, aflent to your Maieftie, and that you may 
bee refolued that what wee doe, proceedeth not any 
whitt out of obftinacy butneceffity,wee hauefont to 
your royallprefence our beeloued fonnes Gradan the 
Subdeacon our Notary, together with MafterViuian, 
beeing both of them graue and diforeete men,dnd moft 
deare and acceptable as well to Vs, as the whole Catho- 
like Church, by whom wee haufe at large fignifyed to 
your Maieftie our pleafore and will, and with all what 
shall conceme your honor and aduancement, and 
ought truly to bee moft conuenient for your royall di¬ 
gnity. And wheras wee vnderftood out of yoUr Ma- 
iefties letters that you hauefoe farre ouercome your 
will andmynde in the bufines concerning our vene¬ 
rable brother Thomas Archbishoppe of Canterbury » 
as for the reuerence you beare to the Church and vs 
you will foffer him to retumehorae and quietly enioy 
hispaftorall office in peace, yeelding to you what of 
duty hee oweth; wee embrace thefame as a thing moft 
gratefoll and acceptable to vs , giuing therfore the 
greateftprayfo and thankes wee can vnto thediuine 
clemency which hath heerin vndoubtedly infpired 
y our harte ,inftantly beefoeching your Maieftie ,yea 
andinioyningyouforthe remiffionofyour finnes that 
in this importunate natter you will relpeft rather God 
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then r» 3 » , and fobmkt your felfe hcerin only for the 
louepf our Allmighty Lord. Concerning that you 
(sydt was fignify ed to your Maieftie of vsand the alie¬ 
nation bf our affe&ion from you, it is not conuenient 
your difcreete wifodome should credit euery Ipirit, 
fince there are many detra&ors and flandprers in whole 
Wordes (how foeuer they feeme) there is neuertheles 
notrufttobee had ; and for our partes Wee haue a wiU 
and delire to loue you with all our harte, as our moft 
de are fonne in Chrift»nor any way to proceede feuere- 
iy a gainft you,vnles (which God forbid) your folfis 
enforce vs therevnto. Dated at Beneuent the day bee- 
forethe Kalends of March. ] Wherry you may eefn- 
£kuretyhattyme the Nuntioes vndertooke their jour¬ 
ney. 

C*J. V$t. Butthelame Popewrotean other letter to the layde 
W. i-tifti t. i^g m f u bftance like,althoughfomewbit longeron 
the fiat Ide of May or March, for the word to the rea¬ 
der feemeth vneertayne. 

Concerning thetyme when the Nuntios defended 
into France wee may well conie&ure the fame by the 
letters of IohnofSalilbury wryttento theArchdea- 
conof Excefter, who thus declareth in what lortehee 
lhjmfijl. [1 came lately inthefeaft of Saint Mary 

5 ' Magdaleine to Viziliake where I cncouncred my 

Lord the Popes Nuntios: vpon occafion (to learne 
what my Lord of Canterbury might heereby either 
hope or feare ; for thefe newes (as it is thought) po- 
felfedthe tongues and cares of both kingdomeS , and 
not only thofe of the Clergie,but for the moft parte al¬ 
loc the Lay ety. I defired to fee the man who boare my 
name,for he was called John which fignifyeth grace 
\ wh€ce Gratia is deriued,ad which is more my Coutry- 
ma and in a forte my brother; Gratianfto whom as you 
lemebcr) you were aflignedtobe Tutor and Teacher 
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at Ferentync by Eugentus die Pope of late holy me¬ 
mory; I name him confidetly my Brother with whom 
I obferuethe fame lawes of fay th and fociety, and all- 
. though wee had not both our originall in one Cicty, 
yet no man will queftion but wee are both of one coun¬ 
trey , who calletn to rnynde the countrey of Chriftes 
- fouldiers,a place common to vs both, andwhcmnto 
. charity dire&ethvs. fieemg therfore receaued kindly 
. and with refpe£k, as well by him as his A (fociate Vi- 
uian, they declared in familiar forte vnto mee that my 
Lord the Pope and the Church of R ome did fauoc 

i 'ready the Archbishop of Canterbury, yea foe far 
orthos vnles the king according to the counfetl of his 
. holines did conclude a peace With my Lord of Canter¬ 
bury, they were to denounce to his Maieftie thathee 
should not only bee yeelded vp into the Archbi¬ 
shoppes handes, but that the Pope himfelfe would 
alfb proceedc feuerely againfl him. ] And alitleafter. 
[ And truly the Nuntios haue a forme prefcribed 
„ them, the linaitts whereof they dare notattempt to 
, break e,beecaufe they are by an oath boundetherunto; 

in filch forte as they are commanded, vnles peace bee 
r eftablished, to forbeare foeprecifely from rcceauing 
any of the kinges rewards, as they were not permitted 
; to take any thing for defraying their charges. } Now 
as, touching the proceedings of the Nuntios after- 
, wardes, there is anaoft exadt relation of a fecretfreind 


. ( I fuppofe by aH lrkdyhood it was Peter of Bloys) 

; who rcmayning with the king, did by priuie letters fi- 
gnify to faindt T homas whadomeuer hiee fawe, w hie h t bid . < 5 * E. 

wee will heere fet downe word by word: for thus it Pjff * 

' was . Tht immg 

On theday of the AlTumptioa of our Blefled Lady tf)t 
were deliucred at Argenton vnto the king my Lord the Pop*s 
the Popes letters concerning the Nuntios,vponpes- Nunties. 
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ufall whereof the king was much troubled : On tile 
morowe hee fent Iohn Deane of Salisbury and Rey¬ 
nold tomeete the Nuntios. On faint Bartholmewes 
Eue the Nuntios came to Danfront, whofe approach 
whe G.Rydell and N igell de Sackeuylle vnderftood, 
they fiiddainly and fpeedyly departed from Danfront} 
why they conueyea thcmfelues away in this manner 
is fufficicntly knowne vnto you. Onthefeaft it felfc 
late towards the Euening the king comming from the 
woodeSjbefore he would goe to his owne lodging,v et 
to the Nuntios,receauing them with honor} and while 
he ftoodas y et difeourfing with them,my LordHenry 
the kinges fonne accompany d with a troope of the no¬ 
bility euery one of them winding a home ( as the fa- 
shionisat thefall ofaStagge) came and prefented the 
Nuntioswith the;fameentyre, which they did to fill 
the eares of the Nuntios , and makeashoWeto the 
people. On the morow about one of theclockecame 
the king to the Nuntios lodging, and with him the 
Bishoppes ofSagiaand Rodon'entred their chamber} 
after a lit tell paufe Iohn Deane of Salisbury and Rey¬ 
nold the Archdeacon were admitted to the conference 
and euen prefently alfo the Archdeacon of Landaff, 
where (landing vntill nyne ofthe Clocke they talked 
together fometymes in peace fbmetymes in anger and 
tumulte: My Lord the kingesintention was, that the 
excommunicated Clearkes shouldnot bee fwome. A 
little before fun-fet the king departed mightily en- 
raged,greiuously complayning on my Lord the Pope, 
. that hee wouldneueryeeld to him in any thing, and in 

a difdaynfull fashion fayde, By the eyes of G od I will 
rMtisHf tak ean other courfe. To whom Gratian gratiously 
reply ed: My Lord threaten not, for wee dread no 
threates,beecaufewee are of that Court which hath 
binaccuftomed to rule ouer Emperors & kinges. 

' Then 
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Then were called together all the B arons and white 
Monkes, I meane Ciftercians beeing there prefent, 
: with all thole of the Chappell, and my Lord the king 
. requefted them, that when ty me required, they Would 
; witnes in his beehalfe what and how greate offers hee 
!: made for reftitution of the Archbishoppricke and 
confirmation of peace, feeming in the end with lome 
i contentment, to departe, and amgning the eight day 
' following for hisreloluteanlwer. 

At which appointed tyme vpon fummons came the 
. Bishoppe of Roan,and by chance hee ofBurdeuxta 
Cenotnan together with all the Bishoppes of Nor¬ 
mandy, the Bishop of Worcefter Was not thereon the 
day when thefe thinges Were to bee hadled and treated 
ofbutbeeingexpe&ed, on the moroWe came thither, 
excufing himlelfe in regarde of a Prouincial counfell 
: that hee held ot Poytiers, which beeing once deter¬ 
mined, hee profered then his ready attendance. The 
day after the Kalends of September the Nuntioes 
Ptefcntcd to the king at Bayos my Lord the Popes 
raters,wherinhis Holines beefought him to graunt 
i reftitution and peace.The king making a preamble of 
all fuch matters wherewith hee was accuflomed to 
charge you.fayde: if I doe any thing for this man vpon 
: my Lord the Popes entreaty, hee is bound to render 
mee great thankes therfore. 

On the morow affembling with the Nuntiosall the 
Bishoppesat a place calledLebur,and as fbone as they 
came, tne king entred into a place called Parte toge- 
ther withthe Bishoppes, none elle but fuch as were 
specially called by name being admitted, and prelent- 
: lythekingwent to counfell with the Nuntios alone, 
heefeeching them to abfolue the Clearkes without 
tenderingamy oath, which when they refolutely de- 
nyed todoe,my Lord the king hailed to hotfe, and 
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getting vp fwoare in the prefence of all there > that hee 
would neuer dureing life harken againe to my lord the 
Pope or any other for your peace orreftitution.Wher- 
vpon all the Archbishoppes and B ishoppes there pre- 
fent cametothe Nuntios beefeeching them for Gods 
lnueto accomplish his requeftes,wherunto with great 
difficulty they aflented, which beeing graunted ,the 
king alighted and, beeganne againe to confult with 
them , and prefently after calling all (who Werein 
peace) together, the king beegan to difcourfe faying'* 
Hee would haue them all vnderftand, that yon depar¬ 
ted not out of England at his inftance, and that he had 
often recalled you backe againe to returne and giue 
him fadsfadtion for fuch matters as hee alleadged 
agairift you, and you euer refufed, but now the cafe 
foe flood, that hee vpon the entreaty and coromande- 
ment of my Lord the Pope did fully reftore vnto you 
your Archbishoppricke, and peace to all thofewho 
for your fake departed his dominion. This graunteof 
peace theking confirmed about nyne of theclocke, 
remayning, arterwardes very pleafant,and caufing cer- 
taine other matters to bee handled in his prefence, 
which beeing finished, hee returned again to the Nun¬ 
dos , defiring them that the Bishoppes might gee ouet 
into England for abfoluing them who were there ex¬ 
communicate. Which when they abfolutely denyed, 
the king grew angry, and made a new requefl : that at 
the leaf! one of them would pafle ouer while the other 
remay ned there, and if that were diftaftefull to them 
they would fend but one of their Cleakes, whomhefe 
would enrich with reuenues beefore his> returne:all 
■vyhich when Gratian (who as wee hope isthefonneof 
grace) againe denyed, my lord the king beeing verjf 
rouchinragcd, departed away faying in their hearing. 
Doe what you liK.e,lweigh neither you noryour exce' 
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tttunication , nor prize them the value ofanegge, and- 
With thefe Wordes hee mounted on horfebacke to gett 
him thence, but the Archbishoppes with all the Bis¬ 
hoppes followed,telling him,that hee fpoakeimpiouf- 
ly, Afterwardes hee alighted and confulted with them* 
in which counfell was concluded i that all the Bis¬ 
hoppes should wrytetomy Lord the Pope certifying 
him,hoW the kinge in their hearing offered you peace, 
and was in euery point ready to obey my Lord the 
Popes commandement, but the Nuncios were in fault, - 
wherby it Was not performed. 

Afterwardes hauing wafted a little tjrmeinindigh- 
dng thefe letters, and the king as one enflamed with a 
Wonderfull fury, leaning them often,the Bishoppes 
commingeto him fayde,what would thefe Nuntios 
haue ? And showing him my Lord the Popes Man¬ 
date , inioyninge them to accomplish the Nuntios 
commandemcnt, the king anfwered, I know,I know, 
they will interdift my land, but cannot I, who am eue¬ 
ry day able to take a moft ftrong Caftle , take one 
Clearke who shall interdict my land ? Yet when in the 
end theyyeelded infomedegree tofatisfyhis defire, 
thetempeftof his anger was layde,and returning to 
hitnfelfe hee fayae: vnles yee conclude this night a 
peace,yee shall neuer comefo neere this point againe, 
and when they had awhile trauelled in the buiines, 
aflembling them all together, hee vfed thefe wordes i 
It is conuenient I should doe very much at the intrea¬ 
ty of my Lord the Pope, beecaufe hee is our Lord and 
father,in regarde wherof I reftore to the Archbishoppe 
his Sea with my peace, and the like to allthofe who 
for his fake haue departed the land. Wherupon the 
Nuntios and all there prefent thanked his Maieftie, 
and then the king moreouer added; If I haue not as 
now, donne fufEciently, I will to morowe by your ad- 
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uyfefupply what is yet wanting. 

On the morowe beeine the Kalends of September 
about twelue of the ClocKe they afl’embled together, 
ad hauing long treated aboute abfoluirtg the Excom¬ 
municate without obligation of oath: it came to that 
paile as G. Rydell with Nigellus de Sackeuyle and 
Thomas Fitz- Bernard laying their handes on the 
Bible there prefent fayde, that in the word of truth 
they Would accomplish the Nuntios commandemenr. 
Then was it required of the Nundos,that all they 
vpon whom my Lord the king in this tyme ofdiftur* 
bance had beeftowed your Churches might enioy 
them according to the tenor of his Maiefties guifte :but 
as wee heard, th e conclufion was that they should bee 
left free to yourdifpofition. Afterwards it was deter¬ 
mined the Bishoppes should fet downe in wryting the 
forme of peace which the king had granted. And this 
did the king to the end that one of the N untios should 
pafle ouer into England for abibluing the excorommu- 
nicafe. And beeing departed vpon thefe termes after 
three howers within night, the king fayde hee would 
haue inlerted in the articles of peace thefe wordes; 
With the uferuatton of the dignity of his kingdome; whet' 
unto ( as wee heard ) Gratianabfolutely denyed cuer 
to ycilde, and vpon this word as yet they differ, deter¬ 
mining to retnrneon the Natiuity of Saint Mary the 
Virgen to Cane, there finally to conclude more fully 
the whole bufines. Tbus farre concerning the meeting 
of the Nuntios with, the king. 

Gratian is highly commended who would newr 
condefeend to admitt this forme of word es,c 6 cerning 
which Iohn of Salisbury wrote in this forte to John 
Bishop of Poytiers. [ Many conceaue a hope that the 
fonne of grace (whole name agreeth with his actions) 
the Nephew df blelfed Eugenius will fincerely pro* 
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ceede according toithe Euangelicall truth, the glory 
of the ApoftoIicallMaieftie,aiul the honor and peace 
of thediftrefled Church; for hee knoweth alliuedly 
that caking this courfe hee shall pur chafe to him lei fe 
etemall glory beefore God and men: And in regarde 
hee findeth but few vpon whom hee may boldly rely, 
I beefeech you to cdnrmeand ftrengthcn in our Lord 
hisconftancy : The king by Gods fauour iswellable 
to pay, and for penitents it is certayne, the finne shall 
not bee forgiuen vnles what is wrongfully taken away 
beereftored&c. ] For wherashee thought there was 
no reconciliation of peace without reftitution of the 
goodes taken away from the Church, Sahsbury pray¬ 
ing thefe his proceedinges fayth: [ The king ( God 
willing) is well able to fatisfy, and penitents may bee 
allured they can ncuer obtayne remillion of their fin- 
nes, if what they haue taken away bee not reftored 
when they haue ability to doe it, for otherwifeit is not 
pennance but a fayned Hypocrify] And heeagaine as 
touching ablolution giuen without promife of latis- 
fadion, and alfo concerning that claufe with prefer* 
tien of the dignity of the kjngdome y beeing the wordes 
which Gratian reieded, fayth moreouer: [ Ir the king 
haue his will to inferte in the articles of agrecmencX he 
freferudtton ofthe dignity of his ktngdome, hee hath the 
vidory for confirmation of his cuftomes with only 
alteration ofthe wordes, dndhdth bdnished cletine out of 
Engl on d dll the Authority of the Rjimdn Church : But 
God forbid that euerafient should bee giuen toanyof 
thefe,and lam allured my Lord of Canterbury will 
rather make choyfe of banishement during life, then 
forrecoueringhis peace, the Church of God should 
(ultayne damage, or the Apoftolik c Sea bee depriued 
ofherpriuiledge; Perfwadecherforemy Lord Gratian 
toproceede warily in all affayces,but aboueall in thefe 
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Articles, leaft (which Cod forbid) hee bee deceaued 
by the fiittle wittes of lurking Foxes.] You lee his 
vnaduifed arrogancy, hee who the laft yeere ( as you 
haue heard) fcorned peace beecaufe faindh Thomas 
endeauored to mayntaync that forme of fpeech w hich 
was: I commend the whole caufe to your dilpofition 
with the referuadon'of thehonorof God, for which 
only wordes hee reuyled the faindfc with Handers and 
reproches,now extolling himfelfe aboue all vrhatloeuet 
is worshipped, hee would not bane the referuarion of 
the honor of God, but the preleruation of his king* 
domes dignity concluded in the conditions of 


peace. 


rmt tf 


Beecaufe,therfore the Bishoppes, who were ele&ed 
by the king topennethe forme of peace, could not 
pcrfwade the N undos to admict the forme afore laydej 
they deuyfing with^hefelues an other forme of peace, 
did by the Bishop of Roane fignify the lame to the 


act dem ■ king inthele wordes. 


sh/tet * W ee cou ld by no meanes obtayne of the N undos 
” • to admitt that forme of peace which you left with vs in 
d vat reg^de of the Claules that as well by you as them 
. j. Efifi. were let downe on either fyde both manifould and 
doubtfully and for them to departeabraptly, and with 
deipaire ofypeace, feemeth neither agreable to ypur 
honor or profitt: hauing therfore confidered many 
wayes with oilr felues, wee happened in the end on 
fuch a forme of wordes wherin there is not the leaft 


derogation to.your dignity and honor, nor yet can bee 
miniitred heereafter to Canterbury any caufe of con¬ 
tention: which is thus: That for the ltne*fG*d i dndref~ 
pefi to our Lord the Tope yqu give the ydrchbisbep leave 
toxeturne into England and caufe him to have bis •Ayth-t 
hishopprickf as amply as hee enioyed the fame beef ere bis 
dtpatture^andalfo rejlerete them vp.beeuher wdbhimtt 
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for his caufe left the kjngdomc,tbetr oxoneagaine .For this 
shorte and playne forme of w ordes pleafed vs bed, be¬ 
cause it feemeth not enwrapped in airy futteli dcuifes 
or fufpitions, wherupon wee confeil and perfwade you 
that'you quellion not toyeeld your allent therunto. 
And thus much Roane dehured to che king. 

But the king vndertlanding by the Bishoppes that 
the N untios would in no cafe admitt the former claufe 


which was, The referuatton of the dignity of bis king' 
dome , beeing greatly incenfed with anger did inftandf 
heerupon laid away two Embatladors to Pope Ale¬ 
xander with letters farced with complayntes requiring 
alfo the Bishoppes whom he alfembled for this pur- 
pofe to wryte by the fame Embafladours to his Holi- 
nes,wordby word to the fame effete, all which are 
yet extant. But Viuian one of the Popes N untios per* ibid Epift. 
ceauing how the king addrelfed Emballadours in this to. at 
forte to his Holines, tearing they should any way vn- 
dermyne him, determined indantly to fend a meilan- 
ger Pod, by whomhee certifyed the Popeinwryting 
the trvie and fay thfull relation of all their ptoceedmges 
hitherto; out of the contents whereof,, befides the. 

1 fore recyted dealinges , let vs heere lay open fuch 
occurrences as beef ell after the N untios , fay ling 
of their purpofe, departed from the king.T hefe are the 
Wordes. 

The Bishoppes beeing very earned on the kings Wfi- 
beehalfethat wee would, admittethefe wordes, vottb t<- 
rejettution of the digntty of the kingdom: W ee anfwe- 
red, wee will agree to the wordes of the king, fo as 
yee willconfent to the wordes of out Lord,weemeant 
mith preferuation of the liberty of thcCburch ,which they 
would hot alio we> neither yet the king, allthoughdtec 
knewe that the liberty of the Church confided in the' 
honor of Cod, as heefayd, would neuertheles in any 
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cafe .fubfcribe cheranto 5 and beeing not abletopre- 
uay lc againfe y $ in thefe formall wordcs, they made ra¬ 
ther choyfe, that the Archbishop ( as before is fayd ) 
should fafclyrcturne to his Church, and with good 
peace and fecurity receaue the fame inas ample man* 
neras hee inioydit before his departure without men¬ 
tion of any condition either pn the one fyde or the 
other,and his followers in like forte reftored to their 
owne j and at their inftahee wee condefeended ther* 
unto. Laftly beeing called by the king to Roane, wee 
came thither with a labourfome ioumey } and to con¬ 
clude hee fignify ed to vs by his Agents in the Courte 
of the Archbishoppe that hee would neuer bee diHwa- 
ded from thofe worries % Snuing the dignity of his hjtig- 
dme: fee as neither the firft, nor fecond, not yet the 
third forme of wordes deuyfed by the forefayde pet- 
fons could on all partes bee approued, and in this 
forte ( mod bleflcd father) wee departed > wheru- 
pon Wee commanded the Archbishoppes by their 
obligation of fidelity , wherin they flood bound vnto 
vs, to denounce to them whom wee had abfolued vpon 
alluranceof the oath which they fwore to vs,and to 
declare to their Lord the king, that if peace eniued not 
before our departure, they should loofe the .benefits 
of their abfolution, and. bee inuiolably fubie& to the 
fentence pronounced againft them by the Archbishop 
’<>f Canterbury. And thus far concerning our procee- 
dinges with the king in thefe matters. 

• Wee fignityed afterwardes the kinges formall wor¬ 
des tothc Archbishop of Canterbury, who enduring 
all with patience, was willing alfo to prefecue the di¬ 
gnity of the kingdome, fo far as it might ftand With 
thecpnferuauon of his' order ,-and his fidelity to the 
Church of Rome; and if any one shall certify you to 
the. contrary concerning this bufines, bee your Holy- 
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nes perfwaded neuertheles that it is no otherwise 
> then wee haue repotted ; neither yet in regarde my 
Lord Gratians name is not fubfcribed to there letters, 
doth it therfore folloWethat hce fawe them not, nor 
carefully perufed them], but that happened in refped 
:z hee haftencd to retumc, and required thefe letters 
might bee more brcifelycontryuea : All which wee 
^ wryto that your Holiriei fnay giue no credit to the 
kinges Agents againft vs before our rcturne. ] And 
,x addethk(tly,that in the end hee lent a Mefftnger to 
the king named Peter Archdeacon of Papia,who bee- 
ing kindly entertayned by the king, but nothing prc- 
vayling in his motion of peace, was in his returne ipoy- 
- ledof allheehad,andoheofhiscampany beeing eiv- 
je dangered for his life, was hardly refcued. The deter- 
•j$ mined day appoynted by Pope Alexander fbrconclu- 
s y. fion of the peace was the read of faint Michael the 
; ,t Archangell , which beeing onceparted, they who 
j ; t: were abrolued vpon this expe&atid of peace mud now 
$ fall backe againe into their former fentence ofexcom- 

munication infiidedon them by Canterbury, con- Cod. Vm*'. 
vi i cerning which the letters are yet extant'which Gra- W-j. Efijt. 
^ dan did wry te co the excommunicated. 

But why, after this prefixed day, when Gradan 
did according as hee was commanded prefently re- r»hy viuUn 
tume, Viuian remayned neuertheles behinde , 
heere to bee shewed out of the letters of faint Tho- 
mas. Theexpeded tyme ptefcribedby PopeAlexan- j^*^** 1 
^ der beeing expired , not only Gratian but alfoethe. 

^ Archbishop of Senon who was calledinasa Mediae 
tor of peace betweenethe king andcheArchbishoppe, 
departed both together from the king, which taynted 
G him with nofmak difgrace , for redemption wherof 
^ not knowing what to doe, hee deuy fed as his laftre- 
to rctayne Viuian in the crafficke of peace, with 
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a ccrtayne a durance of accomplishing the lame, 'who 
not fufpedting any deceypt or falshoode to lurke vn- ; 
der the Maiefty of a king, repoling all confidence in : 
him, as one fecure of peace did congratulate with his r. 
freindes for his prolperous liiccelTe therm, indig hring 
alio thele letters to faint Thomas the Archbishop of - 
Canterbury. 

To Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury : 
Mailer Viuian wisheth health with vifto- 
ry to ouercome this inllant trouble to 
the honor of God and his Church. 

T t the end vote might tfith my Lord of Tomers »r his 
TAeJsingers mtt^e our fieedyef resume to the Courte, vott ; 
left Towers , and on the fourth of the Kalends ofKouem- - 
ter rtceaued the letters of the l^ingof England, the rib- ; 
bishop of Kjane, and the »Archdeacon of Canterbury , by 
the baqdcs of the Vrior of Bee and an other beeing a noble ■ 
Gentleman ,thecopys whereof weefentto your bleffei 
felfe, bee fetching you not to lifitn to any Clearies fss&g'- \ 
ftion , Although htt bee mofi eminent in dignity, a mitt 
you haue firfi the ktnges letters patents , which ( as it 
bath bin often propofed ) btefttmeth beft your honor: ant 
we entreate mortotter that you fend infant ly to <vs a P ojh 
or fotnc Clearke by whom tf you pleafe, you may Jsgnify 
your will to vs, neither yet bee you foe much addiSod\to 
TAafer Grattan , as to contemne in our per fin the honor of 
your mojl deerefreind, the cheife**duocate of the Homan 
Church. Thus far to laint Thomas after thereceypt of 
the kinges letters for his retume to the Courte. 

But vpon Viuians comming to the king how hee 
proceeded with his MaielUe, his letters to laint Tho¬ 
mas fully declare , congratulating With him moto 
openly for the condulion of peace in theft 
wordcs, . s . 
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[ Blefled bee God and the father of our Lord Iefus 
:: Cnrift, whb beeyond the opinion of many is now euen Ibid. Epip. 

: ready to vnite in the fureft band of charity the walls »• F*#*** 

: that weredifioynedbythe fuggeftion of the wicked. deluded 
Beeing recalled wee returned to nisMaiefties piefence, "fop' 

■j. where by theoperationofthediuinegracewee found ■— - " 
thofeproceedinges wherin the honor of God and his 
: Church was no whitt violated: Iftherfore youhaue 
now receaued any tneflage from the mod Chriftian 
king of France and my Lord of Roane ( as wee cer- 
' taynly fuppofe you haue) wee are very gladd therof, 
for foe was it appointed, and, if Matter Iohn of Salis- 
. bury your Clearke and our mod deere companion is 
. returned to you ( as wee hope hee is ) wee reioyce 
therin, beecaufe hee hath ameflagetoyou. But (reue- 
tent father) whatfoeuer it is } wee beefeech you , and 
beefeeching counfell you on the beehalfe of our Lord 
the Pope and the Roman Church, that fetting all fea- 
tesa fyde , you would bee willingly prefent at faint 
, Denifes the firft Sundayafterthe feaftof faint Mar¬ 
ine beeing the place and day appointed for confe¬ 
rence beetweene the two kinges, beecaufe you shall 
.there(God-willing) heare the Angelicall Hymne; 

, Oltry hee to God on high , and peace on earth to tny Lord 
; <f Canterbury arc. J And thus far Viuian concerning an 
allured peace. But fain£t Thomas knowing more in¬ 
wardly the kings fhttlety, neitheryet ( as it was con¬ 
venient) hauing any confidence heerin , and beeing 
fufpiciously fearefull, anfwered with this letter beeing 
.0‘greacgt weyght, as well for wifedomas grauicy. 
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« I 

Thomas by the grace of God the humble ' 
feruant of the Church of Canterbury, and ; 
Legate of the ApoftolikeSea, to Mailer r . 
™ Viuian his faythfull freind and Aduocate a 
of the; holy Roman Church visheth health 
and in all thinges rightly to confider Sc vn- 
derftand. 

V/rygbing with my felfe the Legantyne power tom- “ 
mittea to your charge ,and thebufines tmpofed on you, l ' 
fee nothing hath yet.mifcdrytdin the fuhfianct of the rnatr ~ 
ter by your trauail to my Lord the king of England, no .. 
ddngers hath hitherto bin to the Authority ofhim whoJent _ 
you, nothingattemptedyfayde , or donne to our difeommo- 
dity } forfoe fur forth, as this atlion extendetb it felfe, j 
bduing dceomp lished the office contended to your care, tvtrt 
tbc fuccejfe either good or ill, the prefixed tyme which li- '' 
mitethyour Legantyne boundes oughtto mdkeyou, heeing 
d mdn learned in the lawe ,ancT frofefiing the now- ' 
ledge thtrof, on dll fydes fufficiently circnmfpell. ■ 
\ Be wdre therfore that you me well dduifed, And pro* ] 
(cede wifely , ledfiyou bee nude dfibtednd deryfioit \ 
Among the nobility. But if ofyour felfe you hdue wnder- 
token anew created Legtntyne authority', let him obey 
the fume who it interejfed in it,. And him wndtrgoe the 
burden, to whom the profit appertained , for myne owne 
parte that lurfdtSton no way commandetb met. And 
thus hee Wrote becaufe the tyrae of his LegantyaC , 
, power was now expyred,and hirafelfe bound no longer ' 

. toobey,butwhatfomeuerhecdidwasofhisoWnemse ,J 
will,and therupon addeth afterwardes: [But in that you ' 
exhorte vs to defeendto a parlee appointed betweene ' 
the kinges on the next Sunday, at Saint Denyles i as f ' 
wee cannot out of your mandate vnderftand with what j 
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certainty, what reafon,or what hope of peace you re¬ 
quire it thus inftantly, foe on the otherfyde wee very, 

• much wonder how you are in this forte inuited to fom- 
:: mon vs; yet for the reuerence wee beare to the {acred 
!; Roman Church, and for the loue wee owe you, woe 
- will ( allthoughweearefufpendedinvncertaintysand 

feares) vpon your requeft giue you meeting (God wil- 
hng ) on Fry day at the Caftell of Corbule, that wee 
may better leamefrom your owne mouth what fruyte 
wee may reape by your labor and trauaile, and what 
• ! honor and grace your felfe may gayne therby. G od be 
with you and blefle you foe as you be not taken in the 
: ttappe which hardly any can auoyde who traffickes 
< with them.] Thus Saint Thomas,and truly nofelfe 

• prophet, as will appeare by the fequell. 

Bat concerning the proceedinges from the tymeof 
> the recalling of Viuian vndll his departure, being after 

■ ■ the meeting of the kinges at Paris, there remayneth 
'■ an ample relation in the letter of Saint Thomas writ¬ 
ten to the Archbishop of Senon in thefe wordes. 

' To the rcuerent rather and his moft deere 
1 freind William by the grace of God Arch* 

1 bishop of S cnon, Thomas th e humble fer- 

", uant of the Church of Canterbury wisheth 

as much, as t;he dcuotion of a banished and 
t diftrefled perfon can. 

It is impofsthle tbemynd of the wicked should reft VM 

bceing contmunlly gnuled with the frickfrfconference, (rf, j 

■ nnd fermented with nn endlesfence lenflhee should euery, so. 
injlnnt recenue the due punishment of his defines end foe 

is his troubled fiuleeuer opprejfid with cure t ns while 
hee xv nfifth himfilfi infolje fufpieians of his well tneri- 
ting nnd intirefi friends,through the defecle of his owne 
fnlskoode t heedeemethtbefnithto bee wnuerittgin other$_ 
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which hee hytoweth to bee wanting in himfelfe: Tbus the 
king of England* *vpon report c of your tourney ms one 
gntlty of his iniquity And dreading the Uwes feuerity to¬ 
gether with the perfeuerdnce of venue which you haue 
And doe excercifi in our lord y is affrighted exceedingly 
ledfiyour holy felfe should hee armed with Legdntync Au¬ 
thority ouer his principalityes on this fyde the fed y hee^ 
cJufi there is not dny one heefidesyourfilfi in the whole 
Church who dareth withfiand him in reprefiing andcon¬ 
founded his mdli ce : neither yet in the Church of B^ome (as 
his followers witnes ) doth hee fidnd in dwe of any hut 
tny Lord Grattan y beecaufi if his vauntes bee true % who - 
foeuerhefides <Upon dny o ccdfion bdue had dny acCejfe *vato 
him 3 were heeretofore euer hewed to his will,yeafime- 
times with the tdynte of dfinifier opinion . V nderftandtng 
t before thdt you dnd my Loyd Grdtian were returned fee 
was fie much difiempered,ashcc could not diffimble his 
my tides difturbdnce y faying hee should byyee two hee 
tonfirayned to make a pexce orfufidyne dn eternal l ignomi • 
ny with the greate damage of him and his: in regarJc 
! whereof hee recalled Triafier Vtuian heeing partly hy the 
betters of my Lord of Tkoanc andG . Bedell) and (as Vi* 
uianin the publicise hearingof many confejfed) gdue him 
his corp$rallfdith3thdtin the reformation of the CbuYcbcs 
peace hee would fubieEi himfilfe to the Topes Mandate 
and his counfill : hee caufid more ouer letters to beefigned 
with his ownefeale (which Viuian shewed publicly at 
his pie afire ) wherin was promt fed that for the louehee 
bare to my Lori the Tope y hee would refiore to <vs the 
Church of Canterbury together with dll the poffefsions 
taken away from vs& our s y andpeace alfi wicbficurity: 
that by thefi po werfull meanes he might more eafily draw* 
pty Lord Viuian to treate agayne of peace , which hee 
fiemed tofi eke forfeare of you and my Lord Gratian,wbdt- 
fimeutr any other doth glory: hut concerning things taken 
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away , hce made no mention fauing only a skot&e that if 
in the Conclufion of pence wee w&mdfubmitt out/clues to 
hts pleafure , bee would make vs the cheifefi of bis king- 
dome ydndneuer puffer <vs to want. 

Mafier Viuian they fore beeing thus recalled^attdremuy^ 
ning confident in bis rbordes , the king with 4 fdyned 
pretence of deuotionwent to faint Denyfcs y hut in wry 
deede to compdjfe whdt hce allmofi brought to pajfe 9 
wbichwnsto circumuent the mojl Chriflidn king: for they 
conuenantcd in the farlee dt fdint Deny fcs y that our king 
should deliver his fonne Rj chard into the king of Trances 
hdndes to bee brought *vp dnd infiruBcd by him $ dndmo* 
wetter hee should fumman the Edrle of fdint Gyles to 
appeare dt Towers there to dnfwer the Jay de MJchard 9 
concerning the Edrle dome ofToloufe for the pldce feemed 
in theiudgmentof wife menmofi conuenient y whcrc eyther 
forte with their dfiiftdnts might with gredtefifdfety af- 
femblcy the A&uocatcs oneytherfyde more freely pleade 9 
and the fudges without any fedre or delay gtuc fcntence 
ngdinfi the perfon whom reafon conuinccd.' My Lord the 
king of Trance and Mdfier Viuidn with fome others of 
great diferetion tnuitedw to the conference y thdt wee 
beeing dt Varis , dnd our king dt fdint Denyfcs , our pence 
by ref on of the neighb ouringfldc es might bee more com- 
modi ously handled y where the often named Viuian more 
enrnefiy nnddiligently prefiing the king toperforme fayth - 
fully his promiff y hee nccordingto bis nccufiomed manner 
flew of from it y beebnninghimjelfe in fuch forte, as Vi¬ 
vian returningbacke to'Vs faydopenly in theprefence*of 
*very many 5 bee could not remember that during his life 
bee euer fawe or heard offoe deceytfull a perfon ,yea hee 
forbore not to tell the king to his wry face beef ore diuert 
( dsthey declared fterwardesto <vs\hx*myndpldynly 9 
and reprouing openly bis\double and deceytfull dealing, 
ret oueredagdyne for the mofiparse bis reputation , which 
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bee fore hee had greatly wronged y lamenting much thdt btt 
was euer fo entrapped by bis futile frdudes . Which vote 
fiinify the rdtber wntoyou , beecaufi if in bis return u 
the Church ofl{ome , bee shall prefume tofauor the fyiut 
to filler the waylesof tipis cunning deceauer >your devotion 
may lay open playnly beforemy Lord the Tope andtbe Car* 
dinallstbe vs hole truth of the bnfines: for even mu bap* 
ned by Gods dppoyntment tbdt my Lord Grattan should 
returne > hauing worthily dtfeharged his offer y and that 
you whom God{weefpeeake it prosperously) bath placed 
in his Church as a moft conjlant pillar , and r *to whom the 
manner sof this man are apporantly hjtowne, shouldhaflm 
y our tourney to the jtpoftoltke Sc*' y {utufo wet deem it 
hath by the fame prouidence bin permitted that Vium 
contrary to hismyndcs intention , should remayne in 
France , to publish, with renowne the iufticeoftbs 
Church # and ntanifefi far andwyde her glory , wbetin 
the king of England bythe •very man who favored bis 
caufe y should bee more perfeftlydifcovered tothofewhom 
hee commonly before deceaued y and the fallacy of bis port 
des bcereafter far lejfe beeguyle our Lord the Tope and 
his courte , that beer et of ore were too credulous in bcefa* 
uinghim . 

W henasthe king of England departing from fatncl 
Denyfes y pajfedon his tourney netre thelrlontayne oftbe 
Martyrs , wee preferred our felues before him > humbly 
heefeeebing him hy the 7 d editation of the reuertnt Lories 
thcBishoppesofF^oaneandSagy^witb others wbeatified 
inthtshufineSythatfor the hue ofGod y and myLordtbs 
Tope bee would reft ore tows his peace y andto oursbis 
faueur y peace, fecurity>pofsefiions > with other thinges 
wrongfully taken from them > tendring him our ready 
Jciuice fofar forth as any ^Archbishop ought topetfttmt 
nmto his Tririce . W hereunto hee anf wered that fi# bis 
prate hee forgaue very willingly fri bis hatjcatlefftn*** 
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andquarells coceaued againfl f Vs y dndfor fuch thingesas 
Were ohieded againfthvn , hee was ready to ftand to the, 
iudgment of his Lord theKing of Frances Courtesy the dc- 
terminattti of the Church of the fame kjngdome y orthefen - 
0 % tnce of the nsniuerfity offaris y W herupon wee replyed 
that ifitpleafed him y wee would noway refufe the iudg- 
**ent of my Lord the kjnges Court e , or the Church of 
: France yyet if it lilted his Maieflie ; wee had rather bane 
j with him d louing compofitiou then 4litigious contreucr- 
1 fy>*nd if hee would gratioufiy refloreto <vs find ours ^ 

„ our Church pojfefiions and other thittgismturioujly fallen 
* *way>dndycelde‘Vs his grdee y peace y and fecurity in 
thehijj'e ofpedcc y wee were ready to reef due the fame y de- 
. firing hee would rejlore one hdlfe ofthe goods wrongfully 
i with houlden from ./vs unto the Church for dfcharging 
: the debtesofus dnd ours ,for repayring dilapidations % 

, ordering our Grdunges 3 and deliueringfrom diners ne- 
j,: "fiityS the Church which hdtb bin by the wajlefullfpoyle 
, end dcceyptes of his officers cdjt into the depth of caUmi - 
tyes: dnd tbdt our petitions might not fee me to exceedc 
< Ycafon dnd the couendntesfor anoy d1 ng the fringes wdue - 
„ ring uncertainty , becing fit downetn T vryttng , might 
remaynemore authentically wee caufidto hee prefentedto 
,, him this fapplication y which you shall hecre withallre - 
, ceauc y beetng temperately corroded according to his 0 wnt 
\ vigfnt s defire y tothe end the world may \nowe that wee 
Will refufe no condition of peace which is any way pollen 
table in the Church of God . But the kinghauing heard 
p ^petition ready wh^ch was approuedhydll , in regarde 
l frr moderate demandes y anfivered tn his mother tongf*e p 
, couching his ambiguous wordes in that obfeurity ( 4thmg 
. ufuall with him) as to thefimple hec feemed tograunt all 
y eequefieSybut to the tudgment of the w fierimtermtng- 

. hd all with tedious and infujfirable conditions r yet they 
*11 agreed* inane , whtch was % that hee no way confuted 

T 

Digitized by Google 



271 The tccleflaflicallHiflorie 

to re cedue <vs in the kjjfe of peace , and this made the Chri - 
Jtian hingfiy : that hee would not for dll the gold our kjng 
was worth , counfell'Vsto fettfooting in his land, with¬ 
out hauing firfl receaued the kijfe of peace . .And Count 
Theobalde added , that to doe the contrary were d mofi 
foolish prefumption » many of the ajfcmbly difcottrjing 
much amonge themfelues , and calling to mynde what 
heefell to Robert de Silliac^e , beecaufe not this 'Very 
hi(fe appeared in him afufficient warrant for the mainte¬ 
nance of his peace and fecuyity : nether yet would hee 
afforde 'Vs this anfwer *vpon the mediation of the fore¬ 
fay de. Bishoppes the Arbiters of peace (as wee hoped) 
neither *vpon the inflame of any others ^yea while wee 
a way ted his refointion hee turned away towardslAedan- 
tan. Then xoaspiefentedto him on the way myLcrd Thil- 
lip the hlejfedfonne of the mofl Chrijliankjng > whom ( as 
they fay who brought him ) our king fowerly beeheld, 
flenderly fainted y and haflily dijmtjfed. “Moreoner ( hee 
ftyth ) the king of France, who accompanyed him on his 
journey departed from him difeontentedfhauing ap par ant- 
ly fecne the difpojition of his mynde fubuerting all thinges 
with futtletycs. And afterwards hee wryteth thus of 
his attempting Yiuian with brybes. 

[ And thus wee returned without any anfwer from 
the king to the place of our repofe, which, Allmighty 
God hadprouyded for vs, cafting our hope on him 
who neuer forfaketh fuch as truft in him, and atten¬ 
ding the comforte wee expeft from your chaiity. But 
for the king of England he fent a meffinger with twen¬ 
ty Mearkes to Mafter Viuian * intrefting him y et once 
agayno to vndertake this reformation of peace., which 
money (as wee certainly heare ) hee refufed, anfwe- 
ring him by letter ,the copy wherof wee hauehecrc- 
withall fent you ^nether is there any thing foe much 
**geth him to feeke for peace, as the feare hee conce- 

■ -«■ 


of S. Thomas lArchltshoppc of Canterbury . 17 3 
oufcth of the iourney intended by your felfe and my 
Lord Gratianto his Holines,nor yet doth heinfinuate 
himfelfe with Viuian for any other end* but to preuent . " 

that hee fall not into the Lord Gratians handes and 
yours* Moreouer wee vnderftand hee hath fent Gyles 
Archdeaeon of Rone, Iohn of Oxeforde, and Iohn ] 

of Segiatothe Courte,ofpurpofe to worke, that wee 3 

may not haue any Legantyne authority granted vs 
ouer his land. * nor any thing eHe which may bee in- 
commodious to him or the Earle of Flanders,you 
partly knowe the me/fingers, but perchance are better 
acquaynted with vs, who by your fauor are conuerfant 
with youjSincetherfore the king of England, isftroa-* 
ken with fo greatea feare by reafbnof your fandity 
and thefaithfull dealing of my Lord Gratian, whereof 
hee ha' h had experience> it is moft euident, thatif my 
Lord the Pope had at the firft rather terrify ed with the 
power of a high Bishoppe, then indured him with the 
charitable loue of an indulgent father, the Church of 
God had long before this bin clcered of her ftormes » 
and the fury of the man aflwaged’, who profecuteth 
without pittv fiich as flye and are feeble > and yeeldeth 
to them who manfully refift him.] 

,1 But beecaufc Saint Thomas highly commended 
< Gratian in regarde of his returne to Rome: For an 
j example to them who on the beehalfe of the Apoftoli- 
^ call Sea shall vndergoe matters of that importance 
jj, With great-princes,wehauefetforthhereafew IyncsouC 
^ of the Saintes letterwritten to Gratian in thele wordes* 

* [ Theendeauorsoffinners cannot in the-end any way 
^ hurte the children of Grace, becaufe God fiiffereth ^ 3 
j them not to bee tempted aboue their power, direding 
•M all things for the benefit of his ele$, and drawing mi- 
ij jaculoufly out of the feuerall euents of matters a glo— 

L rious profitt,and God vndoubtedly receded your 
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faithfull dealing, who concerted Matter Viuians flay 
and the managing of his bufincs in France after your 
returne to the glory of your name,making you a God 
toPharao.] And afterwardes. [Whofoeuer beeheld 
the end oftheexceedingfamiliarity which palled beet- 
weene the king and V iuian, or heard Viuian difcour- 
ling therofprotefted openly ,that among them all who 
were employed by the Pope to the king of England, 
Gratian only proceeded aduifedly,flec. j Saint Tho- 
maswrote alfo thereof to Pope Alexander and Viuian 
himlelfe certify ed his Holines to thatpurpofe. But for 
the letter which Viuian fent to the king of England 
vpon refuiall of his money, the Copy wnerof the Bis¬ 
hop of Senon and Gratian (as you haue heard) recea- 
ued from Saint Thomas, wee doe heere prelent it vnto 
you. 

To the molt renowned Lord Henry by the 
grace of God king of England Mailer Vi¬ 
uian Aduocate of the holy Roman Church 
wisheth health with a true alfent to found 
aduife. 


Ibid,- epifl. How much 1 haue tutoredfor your honor , how fart 
bake endeauored that you should to the glory of God con¬ 
clude your peace with the Church,God himfelfe kjnometb 
and your wifedome ought not to bee ignorant: For I haue 
hinfoeforwardonyour behalfe , us 1 haue therby loft the 
fauor of many and greate per font, and am beecome the 
fable bfdetraSing tongues, which caufeth met to wonder 
, that you haue a wtllto maky met infamous by corruption 
ofmoney , whom you would not heart when I counfcllei 
' you for your honor and profiti : But in regarde I beeganto 
rejpecle you with mybefl obferuance and feruice,and am 
not accufiomed eafely to foftky myfreindes , I beefech you, 
and by all meants pofible counfell you to returns to your 
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felfe ,andconfirms with your Charter the petition which 
my lord of Canterbury preferred to you, and with til to 
receauehim in the kjjfe of peace,fendingto him and recal¬ 
ling himbacl^e againe before your land bee interdicted, 
4na excommunicated whofe names are allready con- 
ceaued in the boohg of their condemnation ,for they are 
many and your ncerefl feruantes ; beefides your tyme 
pf rejfitt is 'very shorte. Thus wrote Viuian to the king 
of England. And foe concluded this Legantine office 
executed this jreere by Gratian and Viuian being N un- 
tios lent by Pope Alexander to the king of England. 

Moreouer when in the middeft of this ferious bufines 
Pope Alexander vndcrftood how the king of England 
Would not fuffer Bishoppes to bee chofenfor the va¬ 
cant Seas, he lent comminatory or threatening letters 
of great importance vnto the king, in the conclufion 
whereof hee threatened thus: [And if truly you will 
( as you are bounde) haue a care to accomplish that 
which by our admonitions in the Ipirit of meekenes 
and with all humility wee haue forewarned you, you 
shall vndoubtedly procure therby your glory andlal- 
uation, and perforate that which te God and vs is moll 
gratefull andacceptable } other wile allthough wee de- 
lireearneftly to loueyou as our deerell fonne and a 
moll Chrillian prince , and to augment the greatnes of 
your glory , yet can wee no longer withhould the 
handesof Saint Peeter and vs from in Aiding punish¬ 
ment on you, but (as wee ought) dreading rather God 
then men wee wil endeauor with the authority graun- 
ted vs from hcauento preleruethe lawes and honor of 
the Catholike Church pure and vntouched. Dated 
at Beneuent 7. Ides of Odobr. 

The Popebeelidesdidthisyeerepublishaconftitu- 
tion againit luch as receaued of the Lay ety inueftiturcs 
pf Churches or their goodes, dated inthemonethof 
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May andindightedih thofe Wordes to all the Bishops 
of England. 

[ Wee haue receaued as well by a vulgar reporte, as 
alio the relation of many how fince the miferable con¬ 
tention which for your greiuous finnes was rayfed, and 
yet continueth beetweene our mod deere forme in 
Chrift Henry therenowned king of England and our 
reuerent Brother Thomas Archbishoppe of Canter¬ 
bury, a certayne wicked cuftome hath grownein thofe 
partes for Jay-men to beeftowe on any at their pleafiires 
throughout the kingdome of England, Churches and 
Ecclefiafticall benefices, and to inueft Clearkes by 
their owne authority 3 wherfore becaufethis is knowne 
to bee foe contrary to the inftitutions of the holy fa¬ 
thers, as both the gitier and receau*a: from the lay hand 
incurreth Excommunication, andalfo in regarde itre- 
doundeth vndoubtedly very much to the ouerthrowe 
of the Churches liberty. Wee by the authority of Saint 
Peter and vs doe abrogate abfolutely and denounce for 
voyde all fuch Collation made in this turbulent tyme 
by lay men to any perfons of any Churches what- 
foeueri andtherforeweefeuerely comipand and in the 
vertue of obedience ftreightly eiiioyne yee all by thefe 
pur Apoftolicall letters,that with all care yee admonish 


diligently and ; inftantly exhorteallfudias haue recea¬ 
ued from the handes of the Layety any Churches, 
Prebendaryes,or other Ecclefiafticall benefices wher- 
‘ foeuer throughout England, efpecially in this tfouble- 
fomefeafon,torefigne without contradidtion or ap* 
peale into our handes, the fayd Churches, Preben- 
daryes or Benefices, together with the profites therof 
receaued,and to leaue the fame to their dilpofitio,vnto 
whofe ordination by the Ecclefiafticall lawes thefe ap¬ 
pertained which if vpon our cbmmonition or warning 
they refufie to doe within fourty day es after the receipt 
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of thefe our letters, then y,ee by our authority letting 
alyde the remedy of Appeale,and not relpecting the 
feare, fauor or forbidding of any, doe prefently pro¬ 
nounce the lentence of Excommunication againft 
them, and caufe them throughout your parishes as 
perfons excommunicaed to bee efehewed of all men, 
vntill they shall refignethe fore&yde Churches and 
Ecclefiafticall Benefices freely vp to them, vnto. 
whole collation and ordination they appertayne, lea- 
uing them peaceably andmaking lufficientfttisfa&ion 
for the Churphes profittes foe taken by them: and if 
yee are negligent or remifle in the execution heereof, 
then wee our felues by the authority wee inioy de¬ 
nounce the fentence of Excommunication again!!: 
them all, and charge that they beeauoyded ofaQmen 
as excommunicated by vs,becaule they are knowne 
to receauc ( as aforelayd) Churches or other Ecclcfia- 
fticall benefices from the hand of the Layety without 
allent ofthe Bishoppes to whom their donationapper- 
tayneth,vnles they obey our cammandementes with¬ 
in the former appointed tyme. Dapedat Beneuent 14. 
kalend- Iunij.] 

And foure days after hee wrote to the king of En¬ 
gland,firft commonitory letters of admonition, and 
then comminatory or threatening letters by tertaine 
Nuntioscholenfor thatpurpofe called Symon Pryor 
of Gqds-Mount,and Bernard ofCorilo,who were 
appointed to deliuer vnto the king,firft the comonito¬ 
ry letters, and that done (ifneederequyred) the comi- 
natory. Both which to the king of England are yet 
extant, dated this yeere on the eight ofthe Kalends of 
June, the which his holy nes comended firft to theBis- 
hop of Belief en and the Pryor ofthe Carthufians, as it 
appeareth by the letters} but beeing vneertayne whe¬ 
ther they wovld cary them to the king or noe>hee 
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made choyfcofSymonamoft reuerent man and Ber¬ 
nard his aflociate, vnto whom the letters are yetre- 
Ibid tpift, i. mayning wrytten by his holmes concerning-this Le- 
gantyne office impofed on them, where hee mentio¬ 
ned! in this forte of his letters written to the king. 
[ Deliuer him our commonitory letters inftantly ad- 
" ding withall in the fpirit of fortitude and lenity our ad¬ 
monition > if lot hee will not harken vnto y ee, but ra¬ 
ther continue ftill in his hardnes and obftinacy, giue 
him then our cominatory letters declaring to him with 
all conftancy on our beehalfe that wee will no longer 
any way shutt vp the Archbishoppes mouth ,mor vnles 
beeforethebeeginning of Lent,atymenow neereat 
hand, hee will fullfilfwhat beeforewee haue layde, 
i will wee grant heeredfter any inhibition, but that hee 

may by vertueofhis office with thefwoardof Eccle- 
fiafticall leuerity bouldly reuengewith rigor the iniu- 
ryes offered to himfelfe, his Churches and followers j 
For the king ought not to beelieue or thinke with him- 
felfethat our Lord, who is yet fleepeing, will neuer 
bee awaked, or Saint Peeters fwoard is loc outwome 
with ruft, but that it may bee drawne to worke a due 
reuenge. Laftly wee Command yee(as wee haue layde) 
diligently to execute thefe our defignes, vnles our re¬ 
uerent Brother the Bishop of Belletenand our beelo* 
ued fonne the Prior of the Carthufians doe performe 
the lame in ffich forte as wee required them. Giuenat 
Beneuent 8. Kalend. Ipnii. ] On which day alio were 
dcliuered (as wee reade) the cominatory letters lent 
by the Pope to the king of England > that are likewile 
regiftred in the lame booke, and datedrii. Kal. Iunij, 
which Roger in his Chronicles recyteth in thefe 
Words*. ' - 
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Alexander Bishoppe feruant of the fer- 
uantes of God to his beeloued fonne Hen¬ 
ry the renowned king of England health 
with Apoftolike benedi&ion. 

Your royal wifedome is not ignorant how fatherly and Cod. Vat. 
mildly wee haue often petfwadedand by fundry letters 
and Huntios diners tymes exhorted your Tdaiefiie tore- 
tonctle (according a*you are bounde) our reuereut brother 
Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury <vnto your fauor, and 
reftore to him and his the Churches with other conmodi- 
tyes wrongfully taken from them , heetng an iniury noto - 
noujly knosyne allmoft to the whole Cbrijlian world. In 
regard wherofbeecaufe hitherto wee cannot any way pro¬ 
fit heerein ,nor allay with f\veete and gentle meanesytur , 

defiempered mynde , wee conceaue exceeding greife 
and forrowe, and lament to fee eurfelues frufirated 
of our hope and confidence » efpecially fince wee 
latte tnofl entirely as our deerejl fonne in onr Lord 
yourfelfe, ouer wham wee beehouldfor this agreiuouf j.. -• 
danger to badge •, and for that it is written , Cryeout i ’ 
»ndcealenot,asa trumpett exalte thy voyce, and de¬ 
clare to my people their offences, And an other 
where. Vnles you shall laye open vnto the wicked 
his iniquity, I will require his blood a t your handes. ^ r r j f r l%i 
And tn an other place by Salomon , The floughthfull J 
man shall bee ftonod with the dung of Oxen: W« haue 
refolued no Unger to tollerate (as betberta .wee haue done) 
the hardnts of your haste againft iufiice .wdh the pmu- 
dice of our fettle > neither mill wee heereaftet vpon any 
occafions shutt <vp the mouth of the aforefayde Archbis- 
boppe, but permit him freely to execute his office, and 
•with the fmoardeofEfclefiajltcallfeuerity toreuenge the 
inHfryes offeredhimfelfe and his Churcb.Andwhat is not 
fttllyfigntf-iedm tbefe our letters eoncerningthts and the 
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rejl , our beeloued femes the Trior of Gods r 7 \iount, and 
brother Bernard of Cortlo , as they who dread rather God 
then man y shall by worde of mouth declare at large to 
your Tdaieftiey ‘Vnto whofeadmonition wee beefeechbim , 
whom to ferue is to raigne , and in whofe hands are the 
hartesof k}nges y to incline your mynd and rbtll>thar you 
may rather chafe to bee bowed y tkcnjliffely to continue 
any longer in the willfulines of foe great an objltnacy 
agatnfl God andyour owne faluation . But if you will not 
harden to <vs in their per fens concerning thofe t hinges 
which on ourbeehalfe they shall deliuer'vnto you y you 
way Undoubtedly feare leaf the reuenging wrath of God 
Will shortly fall<vponyou* 

Now what the proceedinges of thefe Nuntios were, 
their owne relation which was fent to Pope Alexander 
declareth at large in thefo wordes. 

Ibid 'EM [Wee trauelled lately together with Brother Bernard 

3 * ™ ■ of Corilo vnto the renowned king of England to per- 
fed: & peace and agreement by vertue of your Man¬ 
date beet wenehim and my Lord of Canterbury: and 
to bring our purpofe more eafely atput, wee drew my 
Lord of Canterbury to the place, where the kinges 
(God foe working) were reconcyled one to an other.] 
Heere wee fee the kinges at their late parlee in Paris 
departed a funder dilcontented, and that another mee¬ 
ting was afterwards appointed, which (weeliippofe) 
Was this. Then hee proceedeth. [ Hauing deliuered 
the king of England your comonitory letters, and har 
uing done our vttermoft dilligece, which wee thought 
nioftlikely to preuayle with him,wee admonished and 
counfelledmy Lord of Canterbury to humble him- 
felfeto the king and endeauour toaffwage the rigor 
of his mynd with lowely prayers and ready feruice, in 
like forte the moft Chriltian king ofFrance,the Arch- 
bishoppes »with other Lordes there prefent ioyndy 


Digitized by Google 



of,S. T hands xdrchbishtpf/e of Canterbury. iSi 

perlwided him: Bceing vrged with the exhortations 
sfthe king,Bishoppes and Baron 4 , the Archbishoppe 
of Canterbury contented, and in that open ailembly 
:ameto the king of England,and falling downe on his 
sneer comendecl himfelfe to God and the king, (pea- 
ting to the honor of God and his prince in thefe for* 
nall Wordes : To the honor of God (oe to procure his 
ieace and fauor. But the king in regarde of thole 
vordes ,to the honor of God } would not receauehim 
at o his fauor, faying openly before them all; lead it 
hould bee thoughtthe Archbishop fought to confer*, 
tethe honor of God and not of the king. And after 
nany wordes (which would to God hee had forborne) 
leefayd he required nothing elfe of the Archbishoppe, 
>uc chat hee as a preift and Bishoppe should beefore 
hem all promife him in the worde of truth to confeme 
without any deceypt the cudomes which the holy 
Irchbishoppes of Canterbury had obferued vn* 
o their kinges, and which the Archbishop himfelfe 
•ad once promifed him to doe. Whervnto the Arch- 
'ishopanlwered that Jhee had done him fealty, which 
eewas bound by the obligation of an oath to keepe 
uriojable, that is to fay,life, lymmes and worldly ho* 
or with the preferuation of his order, and all this tree 
'as ready mod faythfully to accomplish, neither was 
n y whit more exaded of his Predeceifors, or was to 
eereqnyredofany: But the kingdanding dill mod 
eremptorily on this Article , my Lord of Canterbury 
iyd moreouer 5 allthough none of his Predecedors 
ad done,yea or vndertaken thus much, nor yet him- 
lfe was by law ty ed any way thereunto ,hee profefled 
dtathcles that for obtayning the peaceof theChurch 
id regayning his fauor, hee would promife,that fuch 
’'domes as his Prcdaceifors had obferued to their 
:n ges, h$e lyould with referuacion of his order ob- 
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feme inuiolably vntohim, fo far forth,as heecould 1 
doe'Without offending God, and would performe fot 
winning his good opinion againe, what tfoeuer could 
bee done with the honor of God, protecting hee was f 
neuer in his life more willing to feme him, then to ac< <- 
complisfi this, if it pleated him to accept thereof* Yet.' 
the icing refuted him vpon thefe termes, nor would' 
receauehimvnles hee would precifely and abfplutely J 
binde himfelfebyoath toohferuehis cuftomes, bee- 
caufe hee required nothing elfc at his handes; which 
in regarde the Archbishoppe (allthough many did - 
inftantly peifwade him therunto ) would not condef- 
cend to doe, the king departed without conclufion of 
peace* 

But when (according to your Mandate ) wee ex¬ 
horted the king tc^ receaue the Archbishop againe in¬ 
to his fauor and reftore him his Church with peace: • 
Heeanfwered. For his Church it may bee the coun- 1 
£eU of his freindes might foe far preuayle, as in the 
end hee should render him the fame againe, but de¬ 
ny’d euet to reftore him his fauor, for then were the 
priuiledge yoyde, which your Holmes granted ten, ; 
by veftue whereof youfufpended the Archbishop 1 
authority vntilliuch tyme as hee was reftored into his : 
.fauor.] What this fufpenfion was wee will declare hee- 
ieifcer. But to returne to the Nuncios letter ,heethus 
proceedeth: [And beecaufe you commanded vs to ad¬ 
monish him tuft with t he fpiritc of lemty by your Co- 
monitory letters, wee deferred to another tyme the 
-deliuery of ypur Cominatory* Meane while wee bee- : 
leech Allmighty God (in whofe handes are the haitai 
.pf Princes ) to mitigate and aifwage his mynde ate 
reunite this peace to the diuine glory,and theChutthe 
ytility. The reft ,of your Mandate wee will by Goal 
leaue in coaueaient ty me execute with all diUigenc^: 
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xndwill bee carefull to fignify to your Holines the 
euent df the bufines in fuch forte as God shall deter* 
mine it. Brother Bernard beeing defyred to certify , 

your Holines ( as wee doe) of the proceedinges and ' 

lutcelfe heereof, anfwered it was forbidden in his or* 
der,that any brother should write to you or others 
about anyiaflfayres, butpromifed to declare beefore 
your Nuntio Matter Lumbard ( who deliuered him 
your letters) the whole ftate a n d pro ccffe of the caufei, 
thathee may fignifythe lamevntoyou as faythfully 
and amply as if nimfelfe had bin there prefent. ] And 
thus did Symon wryte to the Pope. But what enfued 
afterwardes, the layde Nuntio in another relation > 
lent alfo to Pope Alexander, layd open in thele 
Wordes. 

[ According to the commandement of your Holines 
wee deliuered to the renowned king of England your m 4, 
Comonitory letters doing our vttermott labor and 10. 
dilligence to pdrfwade him, according to your admo¬ 
nition) to receaUe tfiy Lord of Canterbury into his hi* 
uor agayne ,to rettftre him his Archbishopricke with 
peace, and luffer him freely to difpofe of ms Church; 
wee long expe&ed hoping and pray in g that Allmighty 
God would molify his harte. But when by our forbea- 
racewee profited nothing,we preseted vnto him in the 
next parle of chekinges, yourcominatory letrers,which 
hauingat the laft With great difficulty receaued vpon 
the inftant entreaty of vs and many noble perfonages, 
after many wordes too log heeretorehearfe, heean- 
fweredthus! I neuer banished my Lord of Canter bu- 
ty out of the kingdom^, neuerthelefTc for the reue- 
rence I owe to my Lord the Pope, if hee will performe 
to mee what hee ought to doe,ad obferue eo mee what 
his Predecettors h'aue obferued to my Progenitors, 
yea what hknftlfe hath promifed, hee may return© in- 
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to England , and enioy his peace > And after fundry 
diuerfitys of anfwers hee lately fayde: Hee would af- 
femble 'together the Bishoppes of England, and take 
their coun 7 ell,but appoynted no day, nor more could 
wee gett athis handes ,wherby Wee might bee allured 
of my Lord of Canterbury s peace, or the execution 
of your Mandate. And beecaufe wee found him often 
altering in his anfwers, wee demanded of him,ifmy 
Lord of Canterbury might returne to his Archbi- 
shoppricke , and vfe it in peace. Wherupon bee re- 
plyed: That the Archbishop should neuer come 
Within his land before hee did to him accordingly as 
bee ought to doe, and hadvndertaken to obferue> 
what oarer’s had obferued, and what himfelfe hadall* 
ready promifed. 

Laftly wee beefbught him hee would wryte and 
fighify by his letters patents hisanfwcr, beecaufe’wee 
ought to declare vnto you a certaynty which hether- 
to wee had not, in regarde hee vary ed foe often in his 
anfwers, wheruuto hee would not agree. But the Arch' 
bishoppe (when wee deliuered thus much vnto him) 
fayd : hee would bee euer ready to obey tbeking 
wherin heeought,and obferue whatfbeuerwasobfet* 
ved by his PredecefTors foe far forth as hee could with 
referuation of his order, but to intangle himfelfe in 
.new obligations that were neuer offeredto his Predr 
ceffors, and vndertake toper forme any fach without 
preferuation of his order , was alltogether vnlawfiill 
rorimn without my Lord the Popes authority, firft 
beecaufe it is pernicious to bring a new forme into 
G ods Church, and then in regarde hee Was forbidden 
byyourHolines euer to make any filch promife.bot 
with the referuation of Gods honor, and of his order: 
And fayde moroeuer your Holines with rebuking 
towld him, that hee ought not for fafegard of his life to 
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binde himfelfe to the obferuation of fuch cuftomes, 
but with preferuation of his order. Y et if the king 
would (according to your Mandate ) reftore to him 
bis fauor with peace and the free inioying of his 
Church together with fuch thinges as were wrong¬ 
fully taken away from him and his , hee would moft 
willingly performe at his pleafure whatfomeuer hee 
could poflibly doe without offence of God and breach, 
of his order , and will endeauor moft dilligently and 
deuoutly to ferue him with ail his power. Pleafe it 
therforeyour Holinesto fuccourtheafflidted Church 
and to perfeuer in that, which to your great commen¬ 
dation you haue allready beegunne,beecaufe (as wee 
baue heard of many, and doe certainly beelieue) if you 
perfeuer, the peace and redreile ofthie Church is euen 
now at hand.] Thus wrote Simon of Gods-Mount 
"ter hee had worthily performed his charge, and to 
the fame purpofe did the Archbishop of Senon (who 
was there prefent^and faint Thomas alfo,fignify to his Cad. Vatl 
• Holines. W.4. Ep.7 

M eane while the king of England dealt byhistwo 
agents with Pope Alexander, that the authority of 
>nt Thomas might bee fufpended vntill this matter . • 

Weie handled by the Popes Nuntios , asit appeareth 
; by the Popes letters to thei king, which Roger in his 
Chronicles of England recyteth in this yeere,beegin- 
n'ng thus. [Your MaieftiesAgetes our beeloued fonne . . 

John Cumin &c. and written in fccret (as the Pope " 
Witneffeth in his 'oWnewordes) which neuerthelefle 
theking with great vaunting diuulged. For as wee fee 
^ the firft conference of thekinges, the king of En- 
gland protracted the peace, leaft hee should otherwife 
toote the priuiledge which (as hee fayd) hee recea- 
ueth from the Pope, to wit, that the Archbishops au- , 
thority should bee fufpended vntill hee had obtayned 
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the kinges peace, vpon occafion of which graunt* 
you may conceaue the, Pope was hardly Ipbakertof 
by many; the king of England, who was the only \ 
procurrer thereof,inkindling hatred and wrath againft ■ 
him, by showing publickly, with great oftentation : 
and kingly pry de, the Popes letteis,and caufing them , i 
Specially to bee read in the laft royal! conference, ■: 
whereof faint Thomas wrote thus to Conrade Arch- j 
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bishop of Mountes.[The king of Englandpublicklt 
boafteth of our (ufpenfion by proclayming the fame 
intheopenftretetes of either kingdotne, and for ate- 
ftimony of my confufion, and to make mee morebur- 
denfomeand odious to the world,hee lay eth open the . 
Apoftolike letters. Hee glory eth alfo of theterme of 
theprerogatiuealligned him, beeing vntill hee recea- 
ueth mee into fauour , which if it remayneth in his 
power, shall bee at the Grecian Kalcndes, Imeane, 
neuer &c.] Wherof hee vaunted vp6 this only reafon, 
bcecaufe Pope Alexander beeing importuned and de- 
ceaued by tneking, did wry te that faint Thomas 
should fufpend his authority fo long ouer the king and 
kingdome -, yntili hee purchased the kings peace, 
which benignity of the Pope the king abufing, did of 
letpurpofe deferre the peace, bedcauic vntill that was 
concluded the Archbishoppes authority was fufpen- 
ded, by reafon whereof the Pope was inueyghed 
againft, not only by the Aichbi5hoppehimielfe,but 
like wife by the king of France, as alio his Queeneand 
many others beeing incenfed with the zeale of iufticc. 

Pope Alexander therfote aftaulted with fo many 
and foe greatecomplayntes,by his-letters toS.Tho- 
mas excuied himfeife thus. ’ 

[Wee fuppoieyour Wifedomcis Hot ignorant how 
Henry the famous king of England fent his Agents 
vnto vs and with what vnrealonable and iniurious de- 
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Mandes, which afflicted much our mynde, they vrged 
vs on his heehalfe breathing out terriblethreates, vnleS 
wee would condelcend to his will, wherupon wee in 
regarde the ftormy perfecutidn of the Church is noe 
yet lay de, nor the fayre calme of peace, as it was expe¬ 
dient , hath hetherto shined on vs, although wee 
would not graunt his requeftes, were neuerthelcs care- 
hill to temper and aflwage the fury arid outrage of his 
mynde , dreading greatly lead hee should { as once 
hee did ) ioyne in any league of iociety with Frede- 
ricke the Emperor that tyrant and wicked enemy of 
the Church to the hindrance and disturbance of her 
peace,or picke any quarell to departs from the Church 
and our deuotion: this was the reafon that wee, confi- 
dcring the malice of the tyme j did With the ioynt 
counfell of our brethren by our Apoftolicall letters 
Command your brotherhoode (vpon the coriceyte of 
a certayne hope and confidence hee would rcceaue you 
into his fauor,and reftore the Church of Canterbury’ 
to your hee difpofition) that you should not publish 
againft him orany perions of his kingdoms or againft 
the kingdome it felfe any fentence of Interdiction, 
Excommunication or Sulpenfion>vnlesyou firft recea- 
ued from vs other letters wherin should bee fignified 
that if the king would not reconcyle himfelfc in peace 
vnto you, you should haue Ieaue to execute your of¬ 
fice againft him arid his. W herfore in regarde we defire 
to conferue by all meanes to you as our deere brother* 
alio toyour Church due honor and liberty> if hee shall 
not effectually fullfill before the beeginning af Lent 
what wee hope hee will doe as We haue propounded to 
him, but perleuer Ml hardened in his obmnacy, wee 
doethereftore to you againe your authority,to haue fro 
liberty without any barre of Appeale to execute the 
power rif your officers well againft the perfons as alfb( 
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the kingdomejeathe king himfelfe>if you shall iudge 
it conuenient and expedient for your felfe and your 
Cd vat. Church, referring euer that graiuty andPotftificalldiC- 
l,b. 4. tfift cretionwhich bechoueth you. [Thus -wrote Alexan- 
17.& j ».*> der to Saint Thomas , fendingan other letter vnto him 
the ktng. to the fam e purpofe , and certifying likewifethe 

king of France to the fayd cScSto. And foethePope 
reformed that which the king of England vfed not rot 
eftablishing of peace, but abufed for the prolonging of 
difeorde I meane this ptiriledge of tyme graunted 
without limitation. Thefe letters of reuoking this fuf- 
Cti penfion Alexander this yeere commanded to beedeli- 

l,b (L 1 ’ oeredby the aforefayde twoNuntios vnto the king, 
'■ v ho perafing them was exceedingly mowed, exclay- 

ming againft his holmes , that nee had within the 
compas of oneyeere published two decrees contradic¬ 
ting one an other, one beeing for him, the other againft 
him, vnles hee would agree prefently to a peace. What 
enfaed afterwardes wee will in place conuenient de¬ 
ckle the next yeere. 

ANN O DOMINI 1176. 

The laB L«. NoW foBcweth the yeere of our Lord 117 0. and the 
ftnt by ^hiid Indi&ion. When Pope Alexander addrefled yet 
the Pope to on(2c againe certayne Bishoppcs- as Legates to Henry 
Hemy King fcirigofEngland : Fotwhich purpofe hefele&cdRo- 
"Inthtbu troche Archbishop of Roane with Bernard Bishopof 

halfeofs* N iuers, to whom was after added William Bishopof 
Thomas. Senon a prelate of approued fidelity and aflored inte- 

grity: For the better executing of which office Pop* 
Alexander directed his letters ( which are yet extant) 
Cod vat. to either ofthem feuerally,dated after Viriansreturne, 
Hb.i efifl. t. heefidcs others to them ioyntly contayning their treaty 
%d ift co ^ the king: which was that S. iThonus 
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Should returne to his Church and receaue all the poll; 
iefllons taken away from his Church; that others exi¬ 
ted for his lake should eueiy one bee reftorcd to his-' 
owne; the kingshouldgranthim a perfedpeacc inar 
holy kiflenfhee^oold not yeeldtherunto,beecaufs 
hee had fworne the contrary , hee should performe it 
^ his lonne according as hee had pcomtfedjhee should 
Jtbolish and abfolutely condemns the wicked eu- 
ttotoes tontradidiug the Churches liberty, and the 
Legates should ablolue from theit promiletheBishops 
^ho vndertooke to obferue them; if there were any 
hope of peace, they should thenablblue theExcom- 
rtiunieates, but vndet thiscondition, that if the peace" 
fijcceeded not, they should fall backe againe into their 
former excommunicacidn without any remedy of Ap- 
pcale; all which couenantes hee commanded precifely 
to ,bee performed within the compasof 40. dayes: 
And if the peace could not bee peifeded within that 
limited tyme, nor thefe condicionSaccomplished,they 
should prefently interdid the Prouince on this tide the 
teas where the king as then remayned. This was th* - 
charge impofed by Pope Alexander on the Legates 
as appeareth by his Apoftolicall letters dated this 
yeere at Beneuent 14. Kalend. Febniarii. The Pope 
lent allo diuers letters to othcrsconceming the 
Legation , and elpecially to king Henry him- 

v Whilftthisbufines was in hand . there brake forth 
a new difeord: king Hehry would haue his lonne 
crowned king by the Archbishop of yorke, beeing 
an office appertayning to the Prime feate of En¬ 
gland , which is Canterbury ; wherfore the Pope vn- 
dciitanding thecrof direded his letters to the Arch- 
bjshop of yorke, and all the Bishoppes of England in 

Xtiid by Google 



o The EccltJtaJlicdUHifiorie 

'ed. Vat. [ In regarde wee are long lince certifyed by the rt 

* +• lation of many, that the Coronation and vn&ion of 

s * the kinges of England appartayneth to the Archbi¬ 

shop of Canterbury, as an ancient cuftotneand dignity 
annexed vnto hit Church, wee doe by theleprefentes 
Sc our Apoftolicall authority ftreyghtly inioyne your 
brotherhood, that, if the renownedjking of England 
willihaue his fonne crowned and arinoynted king,du- 
ring the tyme our reuerent brother Thomas Archbi¬ 
shop of Canterbury remaynethin«xile,none of yee 
attempt to impofe handes on him, or prefume any way 
tointermedleinthebufines j which if any of yee shall 
beefoebpuldas to doe*, let him vndoubtedly knowe 
that it will highly redoundeto the perill of his office 
and order » for'heerin wee will cutfof all remedy of 
Appeale, and exclude all occafion of malignity. Dated 
atCifuinary 4. Kalend. Marrii.] Heewrote alfo leiie- 
lid tpijt 44 rally to the lame Bishoppes of England and likewife 
hd.epifk.y to iaint Thomas, the priuiledges of whole Church 
bidemefift. should bee heerby infringed. Saindb Thomas mo- 
ireouer wryting in the name of the high Bishop of 
Rome to the Archbishop of yorke and other Bi- 
shoppes of England in hk e manner forbad the lame to 
bee donne. Vpon receipt of which letters the king 
of England and his followers were foe farinraged, as 
thpy ,cauled them all Co take an oath >not anyway to 
obey the conftitutions of the Pope and Archbishop 
forbidding this lame, which foe heynous offence faint 
Thomasprefently reproued by thefehis letters writ- 
tento them into England. 

MEf. 47. [ Knowe y ee ( my deereft ) that wee Haue wrytten 

in great tribulation and anxiety of harte, not any way 
to heapeforrowesvpon yee,but that yeemay vndcr- 
ftand what manner of charity Wee beare abuntantly 
vntoyeei forGod is our witnes how wee couet yee in v 
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the very bow.ells of Chrift lefus; whempon feeing the 
dangers that neereiy touch the body dndfeule, yee to 
their iniury, and, which beeing neuer heard of in thefe 
our dayes , are yet now beefailen, wee are not a iitle 
geeiued and confounded in regarde of yourfeiues. For 
it is apparant by the publicke reporte of all men, that 
yee haueabiured my Lord the Pope who reprefenteth 
the perfon of Chrift himfelfe, and as alio who. (alL 
C hough vnWorthy) are ncuerthelesappoynted the fa* 
•ther and Bishop of your foules « yea this is it which 
aboue other thinges (that wee haue many yeeres ac¬ 
cording to the example of the iuft judgment of All- 
mighty God indpred)increafed exceedingly the abun¬ 
dance of opt futferinges» for that fee deteftable , fe 
wickedanoath hqwgrcat a fcandall doth it breedeto 
the world ? what offence to God £what a fynne to 
your felfeijf what affti<ftiqn to vs ? For why ,to abiure 
themwhom God hath ordayned ou,er yee, is an iniury 
to him. who hath ordayned them,and likewifetovs 
who are placed in authority by him, nay rather, the 
power of him who fee exalted vs is dishonored, the 
nand of his obedience broken r which vicevndoub- 
. tedly ( with confidence 1 Ipeake it, but for your fkkea 
withtcarcs ) is lifee nnd eauiualcnt to Idolatry, for 
/feyth the prophet ) toreuft is thelynne of South- 
laying , and not to obey is the offence of Idolatry, 
wberupon fech by the ordinance of the oldlawe, as 
■ were Idolatrers,fiiftayned the fentenceof corporall 
death : And feem.e yee not to your felues to haue in¬ 
curred a far greater cry me in that yee doe not only re¬ 
bell, but aUoebyndc your felues with an oath heere- 
after to rebell: and that moroeucr what a thing is it 
forsheepe to shake of their sheapheardes ? Verily for 
fech as forfake their shepheardes, the Wolfe hath all¬ 
ready inUaded them, and vnles the shepheard, whom 
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ttayhaue noWabiured,defendeth them , hee'Willia < 
'(the etiddeuottrethem. Many teftimonyesofScripta- j 

*es and examples of Saintes may bee produced foe dc- j 

reflation of your offence, but that theexcell'e of luck j 
art enormity-lyeth open to the eyesofthemeaneftvn- j 

•derftandaig. ■ ■ < ■ ■ • * 

■ Yet if yee Weftfe not voluntarily, but vnwillmgly 
drawne hereunto, thefinnewere excufcd in parte, but 
not: in all: for better it istofufferthebody’s' deftru, 
iftion, then take in' abhordinable Oath, whefby yee 
arebeeeotae the children of death; beecaufe(as the 
prophet fay th of the people ) yee ate ft token with the 
llripe of theenemy, with a craell cha&femtnt. -But 
to manifeft the Watbhfull earn Wee hatte beefore All- 
mighty God for yee, wee haueendeauored- to apply 
to fee jrefcuous wtkmdthe'lUuewhiehnow onlyire^ 
mayheth, apd doe therfbre by the poWer of faint Pe¬ 
ter the Apoftle, thfe awhority ofthe Bishop of kome 
and of vs; -aJiffejAj from ah* oath foevnkwefull, all 
(itch a*s£fe$eokcrit, efpetially thole who fweare, im¬ 
parting to butTeuerfeftt brethteft'the Diocefsfc Bi$- 
Shoppes, and preifles of lefle quality* iri the vacancy of 
Uishopprickes our power for inioryrtirig Oxtehaall ; fa- ' 
ti^t^tqn toth^afore layd J Penkenti •* Admonishing 
yee alljWhodre^ilfingfbThderftahd^Vthae yehitre 
no way badrid’By ; ftich an ‘oath nofobijgCdlib hbeyi^ 
leaft as H erod- -vhdpr pretenbe of piety jy ?e become 
impidtts, and exciifeWithan oath arroffbnee exceeding 
the fwcaring, according to hitpwho fayfti: That oath 
is not to bee obfern&kwberby a fin is vnaduiledly prow 
puled: And againe. -in proittifes which are cuill in- 
fringe your fay tfi, bceake y Our vowe, change yotjrder 
tree; doe not performe what you haue vnaduifedly 
vowed. And many ocher fentenceS Which I oucrpafffc, 
areconfbnant heereunto. • ; 1 ■ • ' \ • 
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And now to conclude, I,who am bound in our Lord, 
<k>e heere beefeech yee , yea I beefeech yee as my 
children, whom I euer ought to embrace in Chrift, 
that yee walke worthy of the vocation wherunto God 
hath called yee ; that obfcruiug firft of all the fayth of 
Chrift , yes doe next obey his Prelates, fubmitting 
your felues vntothem , for they are the Parties who 
keepe wareh.oncr yee, as the perfons who muft yeeld 
an accompt for your foul es: For (brethren) I would 
haue vee vndemad,bow as well thefe vnlawfull oathes, 
as alio many other enormious crymes which through 
wicked lugeftions are committed in our caufe for tne 
oppreffionof iufticsand cruth,tmth fofauodng itfclfe, 
wiji tame in the end to the bemfitt thereof, fore truth 
may bee impnfonned or entralled, bpt can neuer bee 
vanquished > bcocaufe shee is contented with the 
ftnalenumber of her foil wers, and neuer. caught with 
the multitude of men; and let the fpirit of counfell and 
wiiedom infpire yee all with that difcretion one to an 
other, as being all of one mynde, yee may with one 
mouth honor thePaftors andBishoppes ofyourfoules, 
whom that great Paftor of flockes lehrs Chrift hath 
ordayned in the Mood of his etcmallteftament, and 
that by the Charity of the holy Ghoft yee ftretch 
out thehandesof your prayers to helpemee your fa¬ 
ther in this ; *y extreme perill, wherby I may bee de- 
Jiuered from tnofe Infidcfls who forbid that in this my 
reftraynte I should bee ailifted with prayer, a luffrage 
commonly beeftowed both on the faythfull and vn- 
fayrhfull. The grace of our Lord Ielus Chrift bee 
with yee all who haue corrected your error concerning 
this wicked oath, and bin worthily and humbly con- 
tryte cherfore rfor the contrary fyde, I beefeech God 
either inftantly to cqnuerte them, or temporally to 
nunish them vntill they amend, and doe condign# 

v m 

Digitized by V^.OOQLe 


19 . The Ectlefid/licdll ' 

pennancc for their offence.] Thus wrote faint Tho- 
Cod mas vnto his. Buck appearech by the teftimony of 
W.j.j 0 h n of Silisbury, that all did not equally cOndeicend 
to this oath, and that perfecution was; threatned from 
the higher powers againfl: fuch as refufed tofwearc: 
For heefayth: [ It is a publicke reporte.that theaboue 
mentioned Archdeacon of Canterbury perfwaded the 
kingto paifeouer intoEugland, and thereto torture 
the Bishoppes withthofe of the Clergy, who would 
not fweareagainftmy Lord the Pope and their mo¬ 
ther Church of Canterbury; on euery fyde is feares 
perplex Leys on euery ly de &c, ] 

The king rneanc while did with all diiligence porta¬ 
ble haften to accomplish the Coronatien atwlutfim- 
tyde, but concerning fuch thinges as fbreranne the 
fame, there is extant the relation of a fay thfull freind 
who remayned with the king, and often cemfyed 
faint Thomas by letters of thele andother occurrents, 
IM % ro f but now in this forte : The king mult bee needes at 
London on Sunday next,for hee hath then fummonad 
thither out of all partes of the land the Archbishop of 
yorke together with alf other Bishoppcs and Barons; 
that day will yorke alfiiredly crowne the kinges 
fonne, his wife the king of Frances daughter being 
left at Cane , to the reproach and contempt of 
her father as one reicCted • This childc whom 
weehaue named, will when wee haue named, bee 
vndoubtcdly crowned , vnlefle our Lord flay his 
intended palTage by lea , or refttaync the han¬ 
dles of yorke , or the king of France reprefle it 
Wkh fome mianner of prohibition '■ FOr the fonne hafte- 
pethcotheieaand is expe&cd by the father on the 
contrary shoare, and by the kinges commandement 
the Bishoppes of Bay on and Segien attend his childe. 
[Andconcerning the Popes letters forbidding this 
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lame*heeaddeththus. Form/ Lord thePopes letters 
forbidding this confecratio, it was loiig ere they pafled 
thefeasj chenabfolutely call away to no purpole, and 
perishing in thehandes of him to whom they were 
committed, they were shewed to none, much ledc 
diuulgedto all, how therfore could they preoayle that 
. were thus concealed ? See. But in regarde of fome oc- 
. cations ary ting the new kinges coronation was defer* 
red till iaiqt Iohn Baptises natiuity , whereof Wil- 
. liam,in QuadcUogus wryteth thus in the end of the fe- 
cond. 

[ The feafte of fainft Iohn Baptift keeing how at. 
hand,the king vnder pretence of eltablishmg his king- 
dome adembling together the nobility of his realme 
committed to his elded ionne the taynes of his king- 
dome. And there wanted not fome who aduifed him to 
: bee very carefull vpon what conditions hee thus ad- 
mitted his hekeand fucceflor; others anfwering and 
, affirming, all this Was done in hatred of the Archbi- , 
shop, and derogation of the Churches dignity. But 
the Archbishop of yorke impofed handes on him in 
the Prouince of Canterbury, beeing in fain< 3 : Pee- 
ters Church atWcftminfter, contrary to the dignity 
and ancient cuftome of the Church of Canterbury, 
the Bishoppes of London, Salisbury, and Rochefter 
, as fuffraganes affiding him, nor euer opening their 
lippes in proteftation of the right of Canterbury , to 
whole dignity and prerogaduethe coronation of the 
' kinges of England is of ancient t/mes knowue to ap« 
pertayne,In the celebrationpf the fcaft after the coro¬ 
nation the king vQuehiafed to ferae the king, the 
' father the fonne, andprotefted that now heeceafed 
” to bee a king. But according as Godcomplayneth 
' They rugne and not bymee , fo how manifeftly was it 
; fhthe end declared that this yong king by this balfac- 
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dly confeccarion vnlawfully a&ed by an excommnni* 
cated and accurfed perfon, purchased not a benedi¬ 
ction. Wheruppon this Author addeth by and by ah 
terwardestbus: But let vs a litlc conlider how pro- 
fane this vndjion was, how odious, how offenfiue this .1 
confectation (if it may bee termed rather a oonfeaa- 
tion then an execration, beeing absolutely deftrtut* 
of any Apoftolieall benedidioit,y ea abfolutely done in 
transgre fling agaipft theApoftohcall man) which only - 
proceeded out of meere hatred wrath and indignation 
deuyfed by a carnall father in defpight of, his Ipincuall 
hither! All which is proued by the lamentable euentes, 
that beeing foe deteuable to all enfuing ages, fprung . 
put of this confecration, I meane the Sufpenfion ana ; 
Excommunication ofPreiftes , the murdering of m 
Archbishoppe, the fundry battayl^s between theh- 
ther and forme, and laffly the notorious,mUerable,wd ■ 
vntymely death ofthisyong Prince foe confecratecl, 
v beeing cutt of in his pome, and left an example for 4 , 
tymes to come. See.] 

This fame fteind of his lent him alfoethereporte of 
the Coronation in thefe wordos- [ Qu Sunday laftthe 
C»d Vs*, king beeing at London endowed his fonne with the 
girdle of kmghrhoode, jmdyorjee inftantly anoynted 
him king. There the king distributed his landestohis 
fonnes, all men wondering what hereafter hee would 
doe. Hee caufeth hisiourney into Normandy to bee . 
cotinually talked of, to theend hee may bee the more 
dreaded, but hee will not goe vntiil hee hath decently 
furnished the king of France his daughter (remayning 
no w m the company of the Qucene at Cane) with ap 
parell, horfe, and family, conuenient to palfe the leas 
at his appointment » and this of purpofe that the king 
gS France hearing hereof, may fomewhat bee pacjfyed 
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in flpgjwdeofthe indignation conceaued for contempt 
of his daughter. &c. ] This beeingdone, faint Tho^ 

TJ£is hauing certayne intelligence of all matters which 
had palled in derogation of himfelfe and his Church 
)fCanterbury, wrote ( as the&me author reporteth) 

/nto Pope Alexiuider moufnfull letters replenished 
j^confrlaynteis, intermingled alfo with other dif- 
;ont«ntes , which is to fay, that the cheife Ringleader 
rfaUrthis Seyfiot, together with the Bishop ofSalis- 
buryaoc inferior, toffee former, beeing both excom¬ 
municated before by the Pope himfelte , were to the 
yeproach of the whok Chutch looted from the bands 
)f excommunication by the Bishop of Senon Legate 
jfthe Apoiftcthke SeaHecrepf laint Thomas etpe- 
:iaUy/o)mpkyrvBd'(io . Cardinal! Albert beeguwing 
busily bitteroes. [I would (my heeloued) jroipeatps Ctd y att 
sonsopento thetrmgufcarfour corhp^yntesjthat they m.'jEf. *9? 
»i^ltthfiiiheare..irhiatrS;<^eu fung in the publiake 
nlfrgej :q£; Afoalon to the reproof? of the BLoma^e 
Church. QorJbH Meffingprsfoenwd to bring.ysfome 
^ffllbrte front chc Aea. Apoftolike in my Lord the 
Popes leoets v but thekjauthority is madeabfolpttdy 
;oyde by lasers fait from theLegate.% iaterefor abr J 

•ohhng Sathan to the Churches, obloquy. T here are 
iow ablolued by the Apofrolicail Mandate the Bi¬ 
shoppes of London and Salisbury yof who to the firft 
s knowe to bee from the very beoginnmg the fire- 
«an 4 of this Scyfmeand oontryuet of aU this malice, 

«idto haue drawne as well Salisbury as all others 
yhotn hee could into the offence of difobedience. I 
tuowenot in what forte our Lordes-caafois handled 
n the Courts tfut fiarabbas elcapethiree and Chriill 
s ctudfyed. Ndw-for fix whole yeeres hath our ba* 
dshment and the Churches calamity bin prolonged 
>y the Courtes authority &c. ] Buthow miulUy all 
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this was deliuered, allthoughto the holy man, it fee- , 
med moft certaync ,the letters of Pope Alexander to 
the Bishop of Senon the Apoftolicall Legate declare 
But firft letvsheecereporte what the Legate, fating , 
downe the lame , did wryte to that purpofe vnto his 
Holines. 

Ef. v [ Let your excellency. ( moft holy father) heart 
with patience what wee lay, beecauleour foule dwel- 
leth in bitternes, arid as well your devoute fonne the" 

i moft Chriftian king of France, as alio the whole , 
Church of France is troubled with the Icandalls which ' 
in the days of your Apoftolike authority floWefrom • 
the Apoftolicall Sea: For why. ( as ourcountry layrh) ‘ 
Sathanis there let toofe to the whole Churches de- ' 
ftrudion, Chrift is crucifyedagainc, and the&tflli' 

1 gious wretch and murderer let goe: Wee hauelabou- 
redwith your* Holines on the b$halfe of the Chnrch , 
cf England,and fuppoledin our departure shce obezy* j 
nedlbmc reliefs * But when y oa cauied the Bishops , 
London without ourpriuitf tQheeabfblucd.thenut-. 
ter fell out dcane contrary, and horncs are giuentotho, 
iinricr.Forloei that king (whom you haaeoucrnrach 
fauored) hath eaufed his lonne to bee conlecratedking, 
ifitmay bee termed a confecrationwhich is miniftted 
by the Excommunicate, who are odious to the holy 
G holt and enemyes to. the Church> and this with the , 
notorious iniury of theChurch t>f Cantetbury,and ot 
my Lord the king of France, whole Daughter,that 
aduerfary of God and man would not admitt to bee 
partaker of this confecracion. T his conlecradon ora- . 
ther execration Wasminiftredby yorke,and (as they 
fay) with your authority, where London&fome others 
named B ishoppes, whole memoryesare buryed in®*' 
ledidion,affifted him. Haue a care therfore(Q.fathet) 
hcereafter of this Church, which hath perished 
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four handes, leaft che bloud thereof bee required of 
you, whicbweethinke cannot bee otherwifedone foe 
:he redemption of your fame and fbule, vnles with 
your Apoftolicall power you confound the forefayde 
Malefa&ors.] Thus wrote Senon to the Pope* There 
tre letters yettobee feene Written in the Popes name 
:othe Archbishop of Roane forabfoluing London on 
rertaine condidonsiand others likewife fertt by Roane 1 . 

:ohis} holines , fignifying how hee was abfolued on j. Spifi. it. 
Saftcr day, butthere istheletter of faint Thomas to 
Roane affirming the abfolution to bee voy d, beecaufe ibiA&p. 1 
‘he Popes conditions wereneuer proformed. And 
■noreouer beefides allthefe an other letter of faint tM ' 
Thomas, wherin hee complayncth to the Pope con¬ 
cerning thefe abufes. Yet bee allured all this wasbuta 
•flaunderous reporte: And fir ft, as it was falfe that the ' 
Archbishop of York e euer confecrated the king by 
he Popes authority , as the letters before recyted 
written both by the Pope and alfo by a frind to faint 
Thomas apparantly declarer foe make no doubt it is 
as manifeft a falshood that London and his Aftociate 
wereeuer abfolued by the Popes Mandate; and ther- 
iore loe heere the Epiftle of A pologie lent by his Ho- . 
lines to the Bishop of Senon. 

[Weehauegratefullyreceaued,and withdilligente Iit *- 
care and attentiojrconfidcred the letters which your " 
deuotion lent as concerning the bufines of our vene- The Top* 
cable brother the Archbishop of Canterbury; But in 
regard the Bishop of London is not yet come vnto vs, fiV* *f * 
wee haue determined nothing inthecaufe: If hee had 
appeared before vs, wee would haue endeauored to 
>referue theiuft tytle of the Archbishoppe of Canter¬ 
bury foe far forth as wee might haue done with the fa¬ 
tty of our confcience : But yet how far wee haue pro¬ 
ceeded in that controuerfy , wee fuppdfe wee haue 
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ihade fufficietitty knowne to him in parte, and allots 
our moft deerefonne in Chrift Lewes the famous king 
of France ,in inch forte as wee enioyned you by word 
of mouth to dcliucr, for wee haue therin altered no* 
thing? fince your departure) nor haue wee thought 
'good to change any thing heereafter, although the 
forefayd king of England did {blircite vs mofteame- 
ftly by the Confuls of Lumbardy beeing prefent be¬ 
fore vs with his agents, as alfo by the Embailadors of 
our moft deerc fonne in Chrift Emmanuel the illu- 
ftrous Empetour of Conftantinople to graunt him a 
longer tyme ofrepite. And in regarde Wee efteeme the 
Archbishoppes caufe as out oWne and the Churches 
caufe,wee command your brotherhood by thefe oar 
'Apoftolicali letters that you admonish carefully, and 
inftandy exhorte by worde of mouth, or otherwife by 
letters if they are not perfQnallv prefent, the Archbi¬ 
shop of Roane and Bishop of NiUers dilligehtly and 
foeedily to execute our commandcmenc, and if as yet 
they haue noway proceeded in the bufirtes, omitt not 
in any cafe to reprehend them sharpely and feuerely 
reproue them. But if they haue allready pronounced 
according to our commandementthe sentence of in¬ 
terdiction vpon the fayde kings lands, then doe you 
firmly and ftreightly obferuc this fentence, andcaufe 
( as far as it lyeth in your power) the fame to beeob- 
ferued without any partiality at all throughout the 
kinges iandes which are knowne to ly in your Pra- 
uirice getting all excufeandappealeafyde. J Thus far 
Pope Alexander purged himtelfe to Senon, and all- 
though the Pope commanded excommunicated Lon* 
don to bee abfblued,to the end hee might bee an iuftru- 
ment of peace ( as in an other place hee faythl) what 
offence was this ? efpecially confidering hee comman¬ 
ded the fame to bee done vpon certayne conditions ■ 
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Nay did not faint Thomas himfelfe, this very yecro 
at fuchtime as the Pope commanded the excommu¬ 
nication to! bee reiterated on London and Salisbury* 
beefeeche his Holines to forbeare the lame for (ease 
of difturbing the peace now vndertaken ? Soeas it ap- 

E eth, not only Alexander, but alfo faint Thomad 
r elfe did vpon diners occafions command and per- 
. fWadethe Excommunicated to bee bound and loofed, 

1 for thefe are his ownewordes: [ Allthough the Bishop 
of Lonidon hath bin the cheife Leader of this feditksl 
. (that Wee may forbeare to call it Scyfme) wee neuer- 
thelefle beefeech it may bee lawfull for vs to haue c6- 
paflton on him and Salisbury, if they cannot bee pu- 1 
’ nished according to your cotnmandcfrient Without re¬ 
newing of Scifine.] 

But the ttiodefty of Pope Alexander was vndoub- 
! tedly admirable,who although hee felt himfelfe ouer- 
laden with foe huge a burden of wrongfull accufations, 
yea and was moftvniuftly afflicted with the coplayntes 
of this foe Saintly a man fignifyed by the A poftolicatt 
" Legate, as alfothofo of the king, people and Clergy 
' of France, allmoft Wholy With clamors inueyghing 
againft him, beeirtg made neuerthelefleas a man not 
hearing, nor hairing any refutations in his mouth, hee 
handled his; caufo with that vnfpeakcablemyldnes, as 
: heeabftayned abfolutely from retorting reproofes or 
any other spvtefoll replication, alibeeit hee Was gau- 
lea with the ipurres of mod sharpe letters,foe as it may 
withoutall controuerfy bee affirmed ofhim which waf 
oncefaydeof Moyfes,that hee was of all menthemee- 
keft. But whence (will you fay )arofe then this re* 
•' porte fobruted in the mouthes of all,that the Bishoppe 
: of London was abfolued by the Pope ? It is layde open 
in theEpiftle of Iohn of Salisbury Secretary to faint 
: Thomas, wry tten to the Archdeacon of Excefterani 
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dated this yeerc , ‘where among other occurt&tsol 
this tyme hee inferteth this of this fame: [ It was com- ^ 
Ctd. Vat. tnonly giuenout that the kinges Agents nadthenob- y 1 
(ii.jJtf.it, tayncd abfbludonfor the Bishoppe of London and all 
others, and how die Archbishoppes authority for pro- 
/ ceeding againfl the kingdome with the perfons or hit 

realme, was withdrawnc > B ut they were prefently te* 'r 
feted as manifeft vntruthes by teeters tent from his Ho- 
lines, yea before fuch tyme as the Bishoppe oft-on 4 
, don vndertooke hisioumey totheCourte,whodoub- 
desj would haue /pared that labor and coll, if (as fome 
feyned ) hee might haue bin atifolued without |oe 

greate difficulty.] Thus feytk Salisbury for clearing 
Alexander from the iniutious flanders ray fed of him by 
the king of Englands Agents. W'lereunto may beead- 
ded the teftimony of feint Thomas, expoftulatmgwiw 
king Henry thus: [ My Lordj if you haften thephjj 4 
ting of your fonne in your place, with the |accomph- 
shment of his confecradoil t why are you not eaten® - 
to exclude from the fblempity of foe grcacc * Sacra¬ 
ment thote who are apparantly and namely e3tcomm u ‘ 
nicated by the tentence of my Lord the Popo vs .| " 

Can a confecration bee perfefted without a < P a ®fT 
pation ? ] But if London and Salisbury had bmabw ^ 
tied, beeing excommunicated beefore , as wcllby ttic 
P ope as feint Thomas, thefe obiections cotd“ Jj? 1 ® 
haue bin made by feintThomas himfelfe in that afle®' | 
bly where none ftood excommunicate buc t**/® ; 


feyde Bishoppes. 

For anfwcr moroeuerof the other flaunt 5 "?jj 
eerning tfiePopes content to the contecratio** 0 ’ 1 , 
king of England by the Archbishop of Y ovJc c,tei - 
■ heere the Popes letters wrytten to feint 
thetewordes, „ 

lCoe&* 
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[ Confidering deeply thcconftaiicy of your vertuc 
and fay th, with the refolution of mynde which you 
haue apparantly shewed for defence of your Churches 
liberty > wee doe willingly giue y ou as our deereft bro- 
therthe beftconnfell and alliftance wee can for obtay- 
ning thofe thingeswhich wee knowe conuenient for 
the conferuadonand augmetation of the lame Church, 
and will with diligent endeauor affoarde the defence 
of the Apoftolicall power againft all luch as contend 
to diminish and diuurbe the right'es and dignityes 
herof. Wee heareof certaynty now the Archbishop 
of Yorke contrary to our prohibition and interdi&ion, 
hath crowned in your Prouince Henry fonne to tl» 
famous king of England j wherfore, in regarde you 
afErme the lame to bee an exceeding great derogation 
to the right and dignity ofyourChurch,beeingdely- 
rous on this beehalfe to fuccour both your lelfe and 
Church, wee ordayne by our Apoftolicall authority, 
that the layde Archbishoppes ade shall no way hee- 
reafter byanymeanes preiudiceyou for diminishing 
your right in the C oronation and vndion of the kinges 
of England, but that you may haue it in as ample man¬ 
ner as yourPredeceflors and Church haue bin known# 
to haue enioyed the fame forty yeeres now pall.] 

Thus far in refutation of the Icandall concerning the 
Archbishoppe of Yorke> and heereto is agreabfe an 1 
other Epiftle wrytten to the Bishoppes who were 
prefentat the Coronotion, and that letter elpedally 
which the Pope lent to the lame Roger Archbi¬ 
shop ofYorke and Hugh Bishoppe of Durefinc in- 
digntedthus. , 

X ' 
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Alexander Bishoppe , feruant of the fer- 
uantes of God > to his reuerent brethren 


Roger Archbishoppe of Yorke andHugh 
Bishoppe of Durcfmc fendeth greeting . 
and Apoftolicall benediction. 


Allthough yteare many wayes commendable andgrate- 
full to <vs y dnd wee on the other fyde embrace yee with 
the armes of wnfayned charity, neuertheles wee ought 
not t before to ouerpajfe , but callyee to accompt , and 
with the Tfdle of rightuoufnesto correct fucb offences as 
beeing committed by yee t and left <vmpunished , engender 
death .Our Lordspeaking by the frophetthus: If ,1 laying 
to the wicked) thou shalt dy e the death > thou doft not 
declare it vnto him, nor tell him thereof) hee shall dye 
in his finne, but I will require his blood at thy harides. 
The opprefsion truly of the Church of England with the 
diminishing of her liberty , which is kjioivne tobeecau- 
fed by your kjng > hee it either of his owne motion , or elfe 
by the fnggcfiion of others y bath now longfnce *vcry much 
afflicted our mynde+and brednus noe fmall care andgreife; 
for wheras it behoued him todcuyfe how to correcte 
thefeabufes which were brought in wickedly ly his Vre- 
deceffors , hee rather heaping finnes ntpponfinnes confli* 
tuted and efiablished with the coullor of i royal tytle 
thofe 'Vnlawfnll cuftomes by which the Churches liberty 
perished , and the decrees of oipofloltcks tnen ( as 
far as hee could infringe them } were depnued of their 
power; neythcrdid hee thinks %t enough if <vndcr his 
DomtnionjhcDiuine lawcs in his kjugdome of England 
were put to filcncc and made <Voyd % <vnles hee shouldalfo 
caftk defeent of finne 'Vponhis heires^andmake his king- 
dome for long tyme fit fohtary without Ephod , without 
Superhumerale , without pretfily dignity \ Thcncc came it 
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of S. Thomas Jlrchbisbopfc of Canterbury. 
tv pdjfe that hee procured tbofe nifurpations to bee con* 
firmed, without any exception , by the odthes of your 
fdues,your brethren ±andtheBishdppesyour%AJfociates i 
and condemned him to bee punished as 2 Tray tor who 
woulde notyeclde confent to thefe wickedcujiomes . Tbis 
appeareth manifejlly in the exile of our reuerent brother 
the lArchbithoppc of Canterbury , this is openly declared 
in the miferable banishment of his Clearies an dkindred, 
and of thofe who fucking their mothers breajlscryed as 
yet in their cradles $ yea the terror ofdeath is threatened to 
all fuchas dare refifi the fame, and prefer the larges of 
Cod beef ore thofefyntiefull Statutes. Vice our felues (by 
T&hofe iudgment thofe ojfcnjiue Uwes ought to bee correc¬ 
ted and amended) were *vndcr coulter of this r vnquictt 
tyme mojt earncfily follicited to confirmethe fame , and 
were not meanely labored and prouoked to Jlrengtben 
With lApefioltke power thofe •vfurped cujiomes , befote 
wee were fully informed of them, and this in their very 
firjl beeginnings andin procejfe of tyme the fayde <Arch± 
bishoppe remayning in exile fprexecutingthe office of his 
Pafiorall funtlion, and very often requiring from our 
authority the wonted afiiflance of the B^omane Churchy 
Wee fent to the fame kjng the cheifejl and worthyejl of 
cur brethren, wee fent alfo other Ecclefiajhcall perfons f 
fuppofing the hardnes ofbtshdrte Would bee foftcned with 
our humility andmeekjenes: and that (as Salomon Jayth) 

The Prince will bee mollify d with patience, and a p f9uer y 
gentle tongue Will aflwage anger* But hee deluding our ibld.iy 
jufferance with the feuerall deuifes of fundry Embajfa * 
dors ,feemeth foe far to obdurate bis mynde againfi our 
Admonitions as neither hee relenteth any whitt in his 
wrath agatnjl the forenamed iArchbisbop^nor yet endu - 
reth that any one of hisperuerfe Uwes should bee dimini¬ 
shed y yea damnifyeth the Church of Canterbury it felfe 


njcry much in hcrpojfefitons, andfpoyleth her of her an* 
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dent dignity in herEccleftaJlicdll ddmi nifty at ion j for 1 
token bee was dtfpof*d of late t$ haue hisfonne crowned, 1 

contemning the •Archbishop of Cdnterbury , to vobefe 
office the fame in tymesforepaft'isfdyd of right to bee long, 
bee canfed him to bee inuefted with the Crowne by you 
(brother •Archbishop ) dnd thdt in this Trouinccjioc whit 
dppdrtdyning to your iurifdi&ion. TAoreouer in his Coro¬ 
nation there wds not dccording to the ancient cuftome dny 
condition mdde or ( ds they fay ) requyred of him for the 
preferudtionof the Churches liberty, but (ds thereporte 
goeth ) hee wds rdther bound by odth to oh feme during 
his rdigne inuioldbly the roydll cuftomes^as they Cdllthe) 
of his ancejlors, wherby the Churches dignity isendange - 
red her in dlltboughthe fayde hinges violence doth 

grcdtly trouble vs, wee tnxy neuertkeles bee much more 
incenfed with the imbecility of yee dnd your *AJfocidtes 
the Bishoppes , who ( not without greife wee fped\eit ) 

■- dye mdde lifae \ammes without homes, and flye away 
without Jlretigth before the fdee of theVurfuey* Forall- 
tbougb(brotbcr^Archbishop ) you might lawfully per - 
hdppes bduedone this in your owne prouince,yet how you 
could with dny face attempt the fame in a Jlrange Vro- 
itince, cjfie dally beelonging to him who was himfelfi all- 
m*ft dlone content to fuffer banishment for iufiice, dnd 
giue •Allmighty God his glory, wee can neither by rcafon 
nor yet by the Decrees of the holy fathers fatisfy our 
/clues . 

But if any obieUeth for excufe offoefoule an offence, 
that in other hingdomes alfo many greiuous finnes haue 
bin committed j wee may in truth anfwer, wee haue not 
hetherto feene any kingdome runne foe headlong into Jle 
great -r contempt of the diuine lawe, as to enforce fitch 
manifrft enormityes to beeeftablished by the hand-wry- 
tings and oathes of Bisboppes ,vnles any man will im¬ 
pudently alleage thdt which the Scifmdtichcs y beeing 
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dfwdrdes cutt of from the communion of thefdythfull , 
kdue praciifed with fuch ddmndblcpryde ds was neuer 
beefgre bcdrd of In regdrde whereof, hecdufe According 
to the Vrophet's fuytng : feruerfe iudgment bdtb ijfued H*bdc»c % 1 
put fromyee , dndperuerfity is dBed Among yee . W by 
doe not yee who hdue exceeded dll other Vrouinces in their 
•vfurpdtions y AndJircngt bene d fuch 'VnUwfull cujlomes 
withdn odth y ref utne now to your feluesthe sheylde of 
fdytb to defend the boufe of our Lord in the ddy of bat telly 
but rdtber projlrdte your bodyes on tbeground y tosnnk^e d 
way forpdjfengers oueryee ? And ledjt beeing *ny longer, 
filent the fentence of ddmndtion should bee pronounced tn 
the ddy of iudgment ds ipf// dgdinftnvs y as yee ; heere by 
the Auth ority of tbe fAcredRjmdn Churche ( where by our 
Lordes Appointment wee ferue ) wee fufpendyee from dll 
mnnerof of fice'beclongingto Epifcopdlldignity , hoping 
dttheledft thdt now beeing reformed by difetpline dnd 
this fdtberly correction , yee willdt the UJl returne to 
your fe lues y dnd endeduorto defend tbe Churches liberty. 

B ut if with dll this yee will not rccdllyour felues to thdt 
yfdle which bpecommctb thepUce ofBishoppcs y wee will 
by thegrdee of Godheeredfterdoc thdt which ds yet with 
terror thredteneth yee.Loofy toyour felues y ledjlthd$ bee 
fdyde to yee which was fpodfyn to one by the Vrophett 
thus: Beecaufejthou haft repulfed knowledge, I will 
repell* thee that thou shalt not exercife the office of oft 4. 
Preifthoode vnder mee. And for 'vs in regdrde ( God 
dt his pledfure foe dfpofng ).wee are heere afpdYdntly 
pldced in his fcdte who neither 0 by hloxves nor bAndes 
could cuerbee conftrdynedto furcedfe from predebing the 
word ofGodyWec ought not *vnder d doubt full cxpcftdtiS 
ofpcdcc to Idy <vp tn d bandhprcheife the ntoney of the , 
diuine worde committed to our cbdrge y dndkeepeit tyed 
*vp foe long > *vnttll the bower of encreafe by little dnd 
little Jlydeth dwdy y dnd the Creditor comming ediletb <vs 
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to render a fiuere accompt. Thus far Alexander,wherby 
is refelled that manifeft vntruth, w hich not a little dai* 
keneth thcfameof this Pope. 

And as thenalfo did Peeter of Bloys to the lame ef¬ 
fect wry te to lohn of Salisbury,and hauing himfelfo 
likewilc a burning zeale for the liberty of goddes 
(Church, which faint Thomas defended, toftrengthen 
him the more, leaft otherwile hee should faynte in 
theleleasof tribulations , hee admonished lohn in a 
large Epiftle to comforte the Saint,beeing lynes doub- 
ties worthy of this Author, andindighthed. 

Tho his moll dcerc freind Mailer lohn 
of Salisbury, Peeter of Bloys Archdeacon 
peeter of of Bathe willeth health in the Author of 
BiojiEp.it. a u health, 

4 As of tends 1 feriously confider withmy filfe the ordi' 
ndry opprefiioris of the English Church , and the banished 
of your Lord Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury , tt doth 
' 'very much comforte mee that hee hath ertSed himfelfe as 

a bullxoarke for defence of Gods iufticeand the Churches 
liberty ,andtherby mill deferue a glorious conclufion of 
this his perfe cation. Fori fee yee are now fett beet went. 
• the hammer and the Anuyle , and Jtnners dayly buyld 
nupon your badges •, neucrthelcs if yee fight in Chrifi^and 
for Chrfi , hee wtll neuerfujfer yee to bee tempted about 
your powers but will makf yee profirby your temptation, 
''and our Lord wtll take away the roddoffinners from the 
portion of the iujl, that the suB may nptfiretch out their 
handet to iniquity. If truth miffe-tellctk <vs not , the 
(•lath. {. end of your perfecution will bee eternall bleffednes : Blefi¬ 
fed are they (fayth beefiest ho endure perfecution fir iufticei 
i. Pot. 4. fectcr the Aptftle fayth: Let none of yeefuffer at a mur- 
derer, orthetfe ,orsiaundcrer, ora defirtr of atfipr {rten{ 
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goodes. For not thepaine but the caufimakeththeTAar^ 
tyrdome : But asthe Apofllefpeaketh : If yee fojferany Ib'uUm $. 
thing for iuflice y yee are blejjed. For it isthegurfte ofGod 
t o beclieuc in him , but it is the highefl gutfte to endure re- 
frochesfor ChrifliToyes(quotb the Zipoftle) itis gran- F'Jfp. u 
ted for Chrift , that yee not only hedeiue in him, but 
iuffer also for him. I doe t her fore congratulate yee inre~ 
gard yee haue conuerted iuflice into ludgcnent»beecaufe 
yte reprejfe the rebellion and dtfobedience of feme with 
the cafl foment offoSpenfion, iffoeyee doe the fame t tpsn 
the motion of reafon and iuflice y arid not tpirha thirfl of 
xeuenge , oranappetyte of imuxing. Doe nothing (l bee * 
fetch yee) for malice or hatred i but Jet your actions bee 
managed with charity ; nor yet shall yee reape out of this 
your punishing , the haruefi offain at ion , <vnles your 
IV hole .intention proceedeth out ofthe boxvells of charity. 

For tvheras by the fornace in the holy Scripture wrath or 
punishment is. fignrfyed ^wee are taught in Leuiticusto 
ffrinchfe with the oyh of charity thefacrifee which is to ******* t# 
bee bak$d in the fornace , leaf otberwfo it should bee 
burned: for the my ndo of him who prepareth himfolfc to 
encounter wit hperfectttion f ts firfttobeefwectned with 
the oyle of charity , that neither inaduerfityheefayleth 
of charity ^neither yet bee enflamed againfl bis brother ' 
with the fire of reuenge and hatred : It ts therfore your 
merit t , and before God and man a commendation , if by 
the way of iuflice yeeappeafe the dtfobedience of your fob- Ffaint. to; 
iehis.For blejjed are they who conferut i u dgment^andex r- 
eute iujlice continually .; * 

, I nthe execution of iuflice tbepe ought not to bee any ex¬ 
ception or rejpetl of per font y bee bee brother or chide * 

'Priyce orfobie&e $ let euer thefruite of iuflite beefought y 
and let them euer tudge righteously who iudge the whole 
sporldcfor xvbcnjbc Leuites /{tiling thetr brethren and 
children rcuengtdthe flnne of Idolatry >Moyfes fayde to 

- “ ' ‘ x “i 
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foluedhandes y y$uflrengtben his weakened knees. It is 
nomaruaileifbeebee shaken with tribulation andoppref 
fions \ but if hee relyeth wholly and cleaucth to him who 
deepely rootethin his eleBe , bee wtll reft fecure in all 
Mormcs of temptation and boyfterous dtfiurbance . 

The ancient fathers undoubtedly beetngfmetimes in 
the prejfure of tribulation* were often wcarye 4 wtthte - 
d 10ufnes , wherupontbey feemed for a tyme to waxefainte 
and fee bit from that reflate enduring of pafl ions which 
they had with fingular feruency in our lordt > nfnptll 
w hefing infpired with e vertue from about they returned 
v againetotbemfelucsintbe fpirit offortitude.Elias flying 

away from the face of Isabella and beeing wearyed of his ** ** 
life ^caHbimplfe downe*vnder a\uniper bush y andde- 
() fired his foule might beefettered by death. It fuffleet h mee 
( quoth hee) takeaway my life. T he ^Apostle alfoepyntng 
away with the like tedioufnes , compUwingfatth. Wec f i 

are laden with greife abouc meafure, in foe much as *' ov% Xt 
‘ Wee are W6ary of our MfoThe frophet hautng often ex- 
perienceofthis tedtoufnes, fpeaketh thus M haue fain- ^ J#; 
tedby theurength oft Hy hand, and thou haile made 
my fbulc pine away ai a ipider. But the fpirit of Charity 
reuyued in them out of thefe ashes oftedioujhes, andforti - 
' titude ffrmg from our infirmity; ~d thing perhaps inert r- 
dibit to fame, had not the ^ipofile , vthotrtadu often in 
the bootee tfexperience , giaen testimony tberof Jayingi 
‘ For when I am weaker then growel ftronger: *And to 
him it is alfo tould ; Thy vertus is perfe&ed in* infir- ufoer. 

• mity.7/ therfore in regarde oftheftvclltngfeas of,mishap • 
ftt , which,my Lord endure th, hee it either for t he defo >/<- «-■ 

*im of his frtndes , fAf continuance of his exile, 

' y vu fieany sluggish dullnes by Jtealth to furprife his 
mynde t Beppe in prcfently totnnforte him fcajihce def- 
f t»ire or bee any whttt waucring: For the tyme of bis *ui- \ 

'' * fitofon is at band.jAstd if the meuntingfurges of(be feat 
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arc maruailous , God is alfo maruailous in the deep* > who 
ffabn. **•' conuerteth formes into calmcs>andtbekjnges indignation 
intv fauor. 

I ‘Vnderftood by the legates vf the *ApoJlolif;eSca with 
whom 1 trauailedfrom the courte of Bsjme to Bononi y that 
your L ord shall bee <vcry shortly recontyled*vnto the in - 
tire fauour of the kjng of England y or effe translated and 
tnadea more eminent Vatrtarch : but bowfoeuerhee shall 
bee dtfpofed of by our Lord > tfbeeperfeueretb as hither - 
toheehath donne Jet himexpeUwitbfecunty the end of 
his combat e : let him not t before liflen to the wordes of 
flatterers^ buifolloxvc thefptrittofGodi which dwellcth 
in him % and whetber-fomcucr hee gocth the fptrites and 
Mejth.i o. wheeles ofE\ccbielwill allfoaccompany htm:l kpowt 
the end of his agony will bee glorious if hee continue intbe. 
famecourfe of fortitude andconfianty which hee hath all - 
ready ‘Vndertal^n 'for whofo fighteth lawfully shall bee 
crowned, jtnd wherasall other r vertues runne t awarder 
thegoale y yet only pcrfcuerancc is crowned , \ffherforct 
„ entrcateyou asmy LordandMafler that you willUtmee 

often vriderjland of your cflatc 9 and*lfoe *fbn y forfiner 
I canne affourdeyec nothingelfe y l doe not ceaft daily to 
pray for yee , that'by Gods afiijli tig grace, ye e may obtayne 
the kjng ofEngiands fauar y and the free dtfpofingofyour 
owneestates . lhaue perufcdyour books c/The trifles of 
the Courte, which delight edmee exceedingly y for it c$fc 
fayneth an excellent forme of learning , and for the artifi * 

> ‘ ctall 'Varyety.of \jententes % it is a matter of ineftimabtrde* 
light. God Jf cede yee n?f//.Hethcrto Peeter : And for 
thetyraewherinbee wrote , itappearctK by this * that 
free^departedfrom tbc^Citty towardes the king of En¬ 
gland, afterthe eoronatioivofhis Tonne was finishedby 
of t ^ c Archbishop of Yorke. \ ' - 

Tftdbnhe Meanc while the king of England receaued frqn\ kis 

f 0 ^ t% y e Bojbxes sharper letters y commanding him pereropso* 
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rily to grant faint Thomos his peace within the preferi- 
bed tyme, or if hee contemned to obey, then to expect 
the fame fentence which hee had pronounced on Fre- 
dericke theEmpcror: where with the king of England 
beeing terrify ed, wryting from England to the Apo- 
llolicail Legates, heebeegantomouethem importo* 
nately to peace, beeing vrged therunto by Alexanders 
comminatory letters : which letters thoughthey are 
loft,are often mentioned in other Epittles of S. Tho¬ 
mas. The king therfore thus ftroken with feare, and 
. dealing carefully for obtayning peace, wrotethefefew. 
lynes for that purpofe to the Archbishop of Roane one 
of the Legates. 

[ By the aduiceof your felfeand other my fay thfoll 
, Barons, I haue fignihed as well by meflingers as let- t -i- f*J • 
ters vnto my Lord the Pope, a forme conceaued for 
reformation of peace bectweene mee and the Archbi- 
. shoppe of Canterbury .The P ope, as hee certify ed mee 
by his letters, receaued withall thankfollnes the fame, 
in fiich forte as it was deuifed by your-counfell, and 
•nade knowncto him on your beehalfe, openly com- 
manduig admonishing entreating, and attentiuely per¬ 
vading that I should performe the fame with the con¬ 
fine ofyour felfeand the Bishop of Nyuers. And ther¬ 
fore I will folly and freely accomplish the fame accor¬ 
ding as yee two shall arbitrate , not violating in any 

2 “' the order which shall bee propofed by yourdif-. 

>n. Wittnes Richard de Lucy at Weftminfter.] 

Thus wrote the king. In the meane tyme faint Tho- ^ * jipilt. 
mas fent his letters oflnterdiftion (which are yet ex- j 7 * 

tant) into England vnto thb Bishoppes to bee publi- j». 
shed within xv. days, vnles peace enfoed. But the king 
prenentingthe tyme, promifed the Legates to conr 
firme the peace , referring the articles therofto bee 
(ompofedpy their diferetion. Whcrupon the Apoftor 
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licall Legates offered T homas Archbishoppe of Can -1 
terbury hymfclfeto deuile the Articles ofhis owne j 
peace, which hee did, collecting them out ofthefor- 
rrter conferences had with the King, and alfo out of 
filch conditions as the Apoftolicall letters appoynttd 
the king to perforate: There is yet to beefeeneanE- 
piftle ofuint Thomas written tothe Bishoppe of Ni* 
uers ad the Legate his Aflociate concerning the whole , 
bulines, wherin hee firft admonisheth them in what 
forte they ought to proceede with the king , whofe 
manners hee doth exactly delcribe, wry ting thus. 

[ Allmighty God dired yourftcppes, that in the 
caufe of his Church, the managing wherof is now,in 
parte committed to your charge, yee neither ftray on 1 
the right or the left hande, but pa tie on the high way, : 
fo as neither by faire promiles, nor yet by threates,not 
by any exquifite deceyptcs, hee (whofe fiiaces no man 
with whom hee hath had intercourfe could euer yet 
auoyde ) may as now preuayle againil your wifedome , 
and fincerity: and vnles I am deceaued yee areexpoW ; 
vntothe fight of beaftes, fince hee will bring forth 
Bishoppe?, Abbottes, and dilcreete men, that by them 
hee may conquer your conftancy, if hee perceauah 
hee cannot lurprife yee with proffers and faire wordcs. : 
Beecaufe therrore yee cannot eafily difcouer thefonu- 
nifould and prodigious deeeiptes , whatiomeuer hee 
layth, whatiomeuer forme hee vndertaketh, y etbte 
yee euerlulpicious of all his showes, and let all bee ; 
imagined full of guylded falshoodes, thole only excep- , 
ted whofe truth is approued by the touchftone of their ; 
worker j for if hee perceaueth hee cannot corrupcyee 
with large offers > or terrify yee with threates,orfte» i 
anything from yee againil your wills and againft the p 
iuftice of the caufe, your authority will prefentlyyi*' i 
nish as blowne vp in his concept, and your leluesh«‘“ j; 
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in contempt, (come and derifion by him and his. And 
if hee feeth hee cannot bend yee from your fotled 
courfe, hee will feeme to grow furious againft yee, for 
firft hee did iwcare ad deepely proteft,thS turne aspro* 
tens to fundry shapes , and after all at the lad come 
home to himfelfe againe; and then, vnles the hiult bee 
yours,you shall euer beethe God of Pharao. ] Thefe 
and the like did feint Thomas infinuateto them, tea¬ 
ching the Legates how to ouercome the king, beeing 
a neceffary leflon for fiich as shall heereafter bee ap¬ 
pointed Legates to treate with Princes. Afterwardes 
heeaddeth the articles (as hee calleth them)for efta- 
blishing thepeace with the king. 

But wn at was the codufion?The Legates thus inftru- 
&ed with the admonitions of feint Thomas, beeing 
now to conferee with the king, brought feint Thomas ' 
alfo along with them, his Maieftie expecting them in 
a place of exceeding pleafure, named by the inhabi- 
tantes (as it is written in Qnudrilogus in the hiftory of 
feint Thomas) Traytor’s meadowe 3 that the name it 
felfe might foe beeanfwerable to the effede, the blood 
of the iuft beeing there beetrayde. Where after many 
contentions and debates it was brought aboute> that 
the king with a pleafent countenance ( in outward 
showe) freely graunted feint Thomas his peace. Buc 
howthebuftneswas handled is fet downs playnly in 
a difcourfe concerning the feme written by feint Tho¬ 
mas vnto Pope Alexander, which beeing tedious, wee 
will heere only declare fuch thinges as are necellary 
and worthie of knowledge. The Epiftle beeginneth C»d Vst. * 
thus. [ God with his eye of mercy hath bceheld our 4J. 

Church.] And after[ For loe vponreceypte ofyour 
laft letters, wherby you let him vnderftand that you 
WouldJnoe longer forbeare him more then you fpared 
Frederick® called Emperor, perceauing his lande 
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should bee fubie&ed to interdiction without any re-f 
medy whatfomeuer ,and the Bi$hoppes ( if any of ■ 
them perchance difobeyed ) lufpended and excommn- 
nicated, hee concluded inftantly with v»a peace to tb? ■ 
honor of G od,and (as wee hope) theChurches greateft 
vtility. For concerning the cuftomes, hee was wont foe 
willfully to maintayne, hee durft not fpeakenow one 
worde, hee exacted not an oathe of vs or any of ours, 
heegraunted vs thepoireffions ( which by realon of 
this dirtention hee had takenaway from our Churches) 
in fuch forte as wee cxprefled them in a cevtayne wri¬ 
ting, hee promifed all ours peace and fecurity, with the 
k ifle alfo if wee would vrge him foe farre, fp as hee fce- 
med m all his actions not only abfolutely ouftrcome, 
but that hee was alfo taxed as periurd by thofe who 
heard him the (ameday fweare, hee would not receauo 
vswiththekifle. 

For wee by the aduice of many difcreete perfons, and 
efpecially of my Lord of Senon , who furthered our 
peace more carefully and effectually then tho reft, 
came together with him to the conference had with 
thekinge. Whombythegoodnes of God (who re-* 
mouedall thofe that Were accuftomed with fiuidry de- 
ceptesto 4 ntrappe your Holines) wee found foe much 
changed, as his mynde (to the greate admiration of 
all thebeehoulders) appeared wilungly to embrace all 
counfells of peace. For as foone as heefatfe - vs approa¬ 
ching a farre of breakeine out from the company hee 
mett vs fpeedely, andvnkeevering his heade, as wee ■ 
hastened to falute him, hee faluted vs firft, and after a 
feWe wordes had with my Lord of Senon and vs, Se- 
non withdrawing himfelfeafyde, to the maruaille of 
allheetookevsapparteand difcourfedwith vs a long 
while foe familiarly ,as it feemed not there had euer bin 
any difcordbeetwenevs. WheruponwcE nigh all the 
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company there prefentcuen aftonished with a mod 
ioy full admiration, yea very many of their eyes flow¬ 
ing with teares, glorifyed God, and blefled hunt Mary 
Magdalene* on whole feaft the king was Conuerted 
from his former wayes, foeas hee reduced a day of de¬ 
light to his whole dominio,and reftored to the Church 
her ancient peace againe. 

Wee reproued him, but with fiich moderation as was 
neceflary j wee lay de open to him the ways in which 
hee had erred with the dangers which on euery fyde 
threatened; wee beefought and exhorted him to re- 
turne to himfelfe, and doeing the fruites Worthie of 
pennance with fatisfying, by manifeft reftiturion of 
her goodes, the Church, whom hee had not a little 
iniured, to cleere his confidence and repaire his reputa¬ 
tion } for rather mifTeleddeby wicked counfellors then 
of his owne inclination hee had greatly wronged both} 
and when hee had heard all this not only patiently, but 
alfo fauorably, with promife of reformation, wee ad¬ 
ded moreouer, it was likewife neceilary forhisowne 
faluation, with the good of his children and for the 
eftablisbment andprofperitieof the authority graun- 
ted him from Allmighty God,rorecompenfe the holy 
Church pf Canterbury for that moft greeuous wrong 
wherewith hee had lately damnify ed her, for hee cau- 
fed his fonneto bee Without all order crowned con¬ 
trary to the moft ancient cuftomeand priuiledge of our 
Church &c.] Hee fetteth downein like forte a matter 
of long debate beetweene the king and himfelfe con¬ 
cerning this, whom pa the end hee perfwaded foe farre, 
as heepromifed to make voydeand fruftrate the Co¬ 
ronation , which was folemmzed 'by the Pope,and ef- 
pecially executed by the Archbishoppe of Yorke, and 
to caufe againe a Canonicall confecration to bee ce¬ 
lebrated, wherin the Archbishoppe of Canterbury 
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should crowne the kinges fonne together with hi; 1, 
Queeneand wife. But of this heereafter. Hee dilated 
alio of other particulars which happened in that in 
meeting to bee donne by the king, as where hee fpea- 
keth thus: [When I therefore alighting from my horfe 
did humble m y felfe at his feete, nee catching my ftir- 
rop inforced mee to get vp again* ; and feeming to 
shedde tearres,fayde whatncedethanymore(my Lord >; 
Archbishoppe) let vsrenewe our old mutuall frcind- ; 
shippe, and doe all the good wee can one to an . 
other y forgetting cleane this forepafled difcorde » but 
this let mee entreate you, to doe mee honor beefore the 
company who beehouldvs a farreof. Bedng Saules 
Wordes to Samuel when hee fayde. Honor mee bee* 

*/• fore the people. ] Hee proceedeth. 

And in regarde wee fawe fome there prefent(whofe 
name t his bearer'yill deliuer you) that had bin Iouers of 
debate and fowers of difcorde, palling to them hee 
fay de: If I feeing the Archbishoppe ready to right mee ' 
euery way should not on the other fyde bee likewife , 
good to him, I may truly bee eftcemed worfer then j 
Others,and shall verify the ill reportes which are rayfed 
of meei neither can 1 conCeaueany counfell to bee ' 
more honeft and profitable then to endeauor to furpafle 
him in curtefy and exceede him in Charity and bene- 
fittes. Which wordes of the king were receaued by ; ’ 
allmoft all there prefent with very greate congratula- j 1 
tion j whereupon hee fent this Bishoppes to aduiie vs j 
to make ourpetitionin that publicke aflembly, andif \' 
wee woulde haue followed the Counfell of fome of ' 
them, wee should haue referred to his owne arbitra¬ 
ment our felues abfolutely and the whole caufe of the J 

Church: For from the beeginning to this very day | 
iniquity hathifliied from his Scrybesand Pharifes,and 
gathered ftrength from the authority of Seniors who j 
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-bright to gonernc the peoplerbut blefTed bee God who 
hath not luffercd our foule to palle thorough their 
counfell, nor permitted vs to expofe the Churches 
liberty and Gods iuftice to any creatures will. Diiinif- 
fiiigthem, and admfing ourfelues with my Lord of 
Senon and the poore of Chrifte the Allocates of our 
peregrination, wee refolutely determined not any way 
to fubmitd to his will the coutrouerfy of the cuftomes, 
or the dammages which hee had donne to our Churchy 
or the iniury offered vs by the vfurped confecration, 
or the lode of the Ecclefiafticall liberty with the ec- 
clipfe of our honor. r • 

And foe comming to the king and his Lordes,Wee 
did with all humility beefeech him by the mouth of my 0 f fofftfsfis 
Lord ofSenon( who Was olirfpeaker) that hee Would to the 
vouch-fafe to reftore Vs his fauor with peace arid fecu- Chunk of 
rity to v$ artd ours, together with the Church of Gan- Canttrb ** 
terbury and her pofleflions (which beeing fet doWnc V' 
by vs in wry ting, his M aieftie had read) and that hee 
would mercifully reforme what was prefumtiously 
downe againft vs and our Church in theconiecratioii 
of his Tonne, promifing him all loue and honor with 
whatlomeuer feruice may bee performed in our L«*d 
byan Archbishoppe to his kihe and Prince. The king 
accepting all in good parte yeelded vs our requeft, re- 
ceauing vs with all ours there prefent into his fauor, 
and in regarde your Holines commanded vs not that 
hee should reftore what was wrongfully taken from 
vs and ours, wee would not requireit; neitheron the 
otherfyde (by Gods grace) could wee bee content 
to remitt it: Soe according to your Mandate thofe 
thinges were for the tyme put of, but not put away j for 
had you abfblutely written as' in your laft letters you fi- 
gnifyed, that they should bee reftored ,lwithout doubt 
fatisfa&id had bin alio made,with an exaple for all ages 
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heereafter very profitable to the whole Catholifce 
Church, and efpecially to the Apoftolike Sea. The 
kingtherfore hauing had much and long conference 
with vs, after wee two had contineWed in talke alqpe 
according to ourancienc accuftcmed familiarity vnriU 
allmoft the Euening, wee agreed in one, that bee bee* 
ing departed, wee should returne to reder due thankes 
vntothe mod Chriftian king and others oor benefa- 
&ors, and vpon the fetling of our bufines to come 
backeto his Maieftie and remayne awhile with him, 
before wee pafTed into England, to the end the world 
might take notice into how great and intire fauor hee 
had receaued vs. Wee intend to expedfc in France the 
returneofour Meflingers whom weehaue fenttore- 
ceaue our poileflions , for wee are determined not to 
repaire to our king, fo long as hee detay neth one foote 
of Ecclefiallicail landesfor by the reftitucion of our 
landes wee shall eafily perceaue how fincerely hee 
meaneth to deale with vs.] 

And thus farre concerning their meeting wherin a 
peace was concluded. There is alfo in the lamebooke 
of Epiflles an other reporte of this meetingc, which 
hoping only gathered from the beare layings of others, 
and not teftifyed by an eye wittnes, feemeth to bee of 
Codvat lib. lelfe credit then the former. 


)+<• 
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And what king Henry promifed faint Thomas in 
wordcs, the lame did-hee alfo performe in wry - 
ting , by lendinge thefe'letters vntothe king his 
fonne. 

[ KnoWe yee that Thomas Archbishoppe of Can¬ 
terbury hath ratify ed his peace with mee according to 
myneowne defire; wherfore I command that hee and 
all his inioy this peace, and that you canfe the Arch¬ 
bishop and all thole who departed the land with him, 
to haue reftitution of all their cftates, as fully, quiet/ 
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find honorably, as they polTeflecl the lame three monc- 
thes beefore the bishop departed out of England. And 
that you call beefore you fome of the moft ancient and 
fufficient knightes of Lyore and Saltskind,and make 
them vpon their corporall oathes to certify what i$ 
there healdin Fee of the Archbishoppe of Canterbu*. 
ry, and what shall bee founds to bee of his fee you 
caufe to bee readied to the fame Archbishoppe a- 
gayne.] Thus wrote the king to fnsfoune. And with 
thefe letters did faint Thomas lend his Agents inter 
England, but how many aduerfaryes they found there, 
they fignifyed by their letters backe againe to laint 
Thomas beeginning thus. [ Wee haue accomplished/^'/- £/'. rfi 
as farre as wee could your command, &C.] And vpon 
this conclulion of matters faint Thomas wrotte thefe 
letters to Pope Alexander* . iMd.'Ep.jf 

[ After the trompet of ycur Apoftolicall Comina- s - Tf>ema > 
tory ( holy father) had throughly founded in the king , *y 

ofEnglandscare,and that the feuerity of the Church**^ * * * 
threatened as well himfelfe as his dominion, hee con¬ 
cluded his peace with vs, afluredly promifing , hee 
would not omitt one iott or title of the w hole contents 
of yonr commandement jbut abfolutely fullfillthe vt- 
termoft : and hauing foe auoyded the blowe of this 
imminent fentence, in fome articles hee fleweof from 
the agreement, withouldingfromvsas yet eertayne 
pofleffions of the Church which our Predeceflor in- 
ioyde without conttouerfy all the days of his life,and 
wee alio afterwardes vntill the violence of this tempeft 
arole againft the Church of England. [ And fomewhac 
alter [ wee truly will endeauorto winne chefauor of 
the man as far as Wee can polEbly with the preferua- 
tion of the liberty and reputation of the Chujrch, togc* 
ther with the teftimony ofa good confidence, that wee 
may therby make try all if all this can as yet tceall him 
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to a gerttle temper. Your clemency vouchfafedto fend 
vsletters for the correction andchaftifementaswellof 
the Archbishoppe of Yoikeas other our alfociate Bi¬ 
shoppes j which lynes were vndoubtely infpired & 
conceauedby :the holy Ghoft , and are luch as te- 
prouethe kinges enormityes withan authority bee* 
C»JvmA It fecmin g P eeteis luccfelfor and Chriftes vicar } 

■ to. Theieletters as yet remayne beeing regiftred in the i 

procesoftheworke,andaretreatedofin their place* 
Tothefe letters S. Thomas likewife added the letters 
which heereteaued from his agents fent into England 
for recouerihg the Churches goodes, and are to bee 
feene in the fame book e. And to that purpofe may you 
'lid. Ep. 13. therevendealfo the complaintes of S. Thomas made 
to the king, beeing feafoned with very greate modefty 
■ and fweetned wich mildenes. 


'lid. Ep. In the meane while before Pope Alexander receaued 
the letters of S. T homas c oceming the peace cocluded 
with the king of England, the Pope departing from 
tbt Popes Beneuent towardes Rome, and comming to Verula 
■eturne to a Cicty of the H emicians,hee direded his letters from 
and thenceto ThomasArchbishoppe of Canterbury bee- 
us l»***r* ginning thus: [ Amonge the manifolde&c.] And excu- • 

1 '"IT* a ^ “ng afeerwardes himfelfe in regarde hee did not,accor- j 

bid'll gc ding to the defire of faint T homas, feeme to proceede \ 

more fpeedily in this caufe,hee addeth thefe wordes. 1 1 
[ Whereupon (mod deare brother ) if wee haue in the { 

eye of the world proceeded more remiflely in the mat¬ 
ter concerning your felfe and the Church pf England, 
not yet haue ’anfwered your petitions according to 
your ownc will, the reafon was not in regarde wee re¬ 
puted not the caufe of your felfe and the Church of En¬ 
gland to bee our owne, and as neercly touching our 
leluesasyou, or that wee would any way bee wanting 
to you therm, but that wee thought conuenienc to vie 
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all patiece, to the end wee might coquet euili in doeing 
good. Wee feared alfoleaft it there grewe any greater 
breach in the C hurch, it might bee imputed vnto our 
rough proceeding. Butnow in relpect the'difturbersof 
thepeaccand the oppcelforsof the Churches liberty 
arc not ( as it (eemeth) moued with any contrition at 
ail to amend their fore palled abufes, yea extending 
their finnes as a long rope , infulte more and more as 
well to your vexation as the depreflion of the Church 
of Canterbury, foe far forth as they appear e in your 
cafe to bee pall well-nigh all hope of repentance, wee 
doehcerc pronounce the Canonical! fencence andfuf- 
pend from Apoftolicall dignity your brother Roger 
Archbishop of Yorkewith the other Bishoppes who 
haue bound theinfelues by oath to obferue the cufto- 
mes, and doe ftill blowe the coales ot io greate a mif- 
cheife. And for the Bishoppes of Salisbury and Lon¬ 
don who feeme indebted in a greater band of gratuity, 
and yet neuertjaeles are reported to repay for thank- 
fullnes nothing but ingratitude, if fo they haue with 
their prefence and miniftry furthered the coronation 
of the new king againft cheprerogaciue of the Church 
of Canterbuty, wee recall them into the fentence of 
Excommunication from which chey were abfolued.} 

And laft hee thus mentioned! the tyme and place 
where the letter was dated: Datum Verul$ 4. Id. y eru i em 
Septemb. . ( 

Departing from Yerula hee came to Fercntine a Co & Va ^ 
Ckty leauen myles diftant from Verula towardes 
Rome, where the letters of Excommunication were *7. 


1 


dated vnto chefe English Bishoppes , becing London, 1t >w hee 
Salisbury,and the relt there mentioned, with an othet vrnt* <*• 
letter aparteco the Archbishoppe of Yorke concer- Vtrmtine, 
ping his fufpenfion, both bseing dated ( asappearech S\ 

intneir concluiion) at Fetentine r6. Kaled. O6tob. i 
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Theft are the letters which faint Thomas, in his t© 
Pope Alexander concerning the fame , commendeth 
as written with an Apoftolicall zeale: But in the letter 
to the Archbishop of Yorke hee alleageth the caufe 
of his lulpenlion not to bee only the coronation ofthe 
thekingesfonnc, but that alfoin the lame coronation 
hee omitted the accuftomed caution and condition foe 
defending the C hurches liberty,or at the leal): in place 
therof to make him take another oath vluall then to 
bee Iworne, and (which is worftr) that an oath was 
, there giuen for an exaft conftrnation of his anceftots 
cuftomes dire&ly oppofite to the Church. 

Going from Ferentine,his Holmes With a shorte iour- 
ney of tine myles lodged at Anagnia which is declared 
by diuers Epiftles to the lame pHrpofe wrytten thence, 
as firft fortherecaUing as well ofClearkesas Jay-men 
into the excommunication from which they Were ab- 
ftlued, if according to their promile they made not 
fatisfaction in reftoring polleflions taken away from 
Churches, Emitting aterme of xv. dayes for perfor¬ 
ming the lame, Dated (as wee layde } at Anagnia S. 
O&obris, with other Bishoppes of England for coin¬ 
er yat /j.‘turning the interdi&ion vntnl the Church were iatis- 
). Bftft. 4«. fyed. ThemoroW following alio were letters datedat 
the lame place to the Bishoppes of Roar.? andSenon, 
Whereafter fome other matters were theft wordes for 
obftruing luch thinges as were protnifed by the king 
inhiscowenants of peace. 

[ Wee Wfll and command, and in the vertue of obe- 
ihid & t ky our Apoftoiicall letters inioyne your bro- 

‘ }i. t h er i, OQC j e} t j, ac within twenty days after thereceipte 

heeteof.yee doe with all dilligencc confcrre with the 
|cingin ourbeehalfe,and carefully admonish and in¬ 
sanely exhorte him, fincerely to accomplish the peace 
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which hee hath as yet in Wordes only concluded with 
the Archbishoppc; and withall that yee incite him af- 
terwardes to reuore all tbinges wrongfully taken 
away, rapaire,tbe dammages doone by him, and abfo- 
lutely abolish thole wicked apd deftable cuftomes. But 
if hee will not within thirty days after your commoni- 
don ratify the peace according to his appointment 
and promife, doe yee then forbid all diuine ofE.ces,bee- 
fides Baptifine of infantes andpennanceat the point of 
death, to bee miniftred in all his Dominions on this 
fyde onthe leas, and that without any obftacle of Ap- 
peale, and caufe this lenience to bee moll ftrictly ob- 
lerued vntill hee shall giue condigno latisfadtion. And 
ifeitherofyeebyreafon of extreme neceffity cannot < 
bee prefent at the execution heereof, beeing a thing, 
if it should loe happen, much againll our willes, let 
then the other neuertheles doe this our command. 

Dated at Anagnia j. Id. O&obris. Moreouer there 
and then hee lent other letters to Roane and Nyuers 
againll fuch as detayning poifelBons of the Church 
and would not reRore them: whom hee commanded 
to bee excommunicated ynles they made Within xv. 
days full latisfa&ion, litf m jti 

The Pope remouing from Anagnia to Signia a cit- 
ty Icauen myles thence;where 3. Id. OCtob. hee direc¬ 
ted his letters to all the Prelates of the Prouinces bee¬ 
longing to the king of England on this fyde the feas, 
for putting the interdiction in execution, vnles the king 
madeagaine to laint T homas , together with a pcrfe <5 
peace, reftitution of his polI Jlions; hee, the lame day 
at the fayd place, wrote alfo a letter to laint Thomas, 
in thefe words. 

[ Wee are opprelfed with greife and bitter forrowp *p. 
fo often as wee recall to mynde and carrcfully confider 
the troubles , burdens and afflictions which for the 
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?eale of iuftice and maintenance of the. Churches 'li* 
bertyyou doe with patience and anvndaunted cou-' 
{age induce. But in rcgarde you haue atcheiued the 
perfection ofyertue, you cannot bee ouercome with 
aduerfity,nor remoued from the refolution ofyour con- 
ftancy; wherin wee commend your admirable magna¬ 
nimity, and congratulate with you in our Lord for t his 
your finguler patience. And beecaufe wee haue long 
expe< 3 ted with patience and fauor our beeloued Tonne 
in Chrift Henry the famous king of England, and 
haue often admonished him, feeking fometimes by 
iweete and plcafing wordes , otherwhiles by rough 
and bitter threateninges to reclay me himjnowifhec 
performeth not really, as well to you as yours ,thc 
peace concluded with you,nor yet reftote you your 
Churches pofleflions together with your depriuedho¬ 
nors, wee giue youheere ample authority coexercife 
your Ecclefiafticall iuftice beelonging to your office, 

, uotwithftanding any obftacle of Appeale, vpon the 
perfons and places lubieCt to your iunfdiCtion, excep¬ 
ting only the king, the Queene, and their children, 
fishing you euer therin to vfe the wiledome and con- 
fideratipn beefeeming all preiftly modefty. Dated at 
§ignia j.Id. QCtob. 

Alexander leauing Signia came to Tufculan*: where 
with longer ftay fee remayned awhile, which is appa - 
UjJ tp 6S. rant by his liters Dated there 8. Kalend. Decemh. 

wherein heecy tech the Bishoppes of London and Sa¬ 
lisbury to Rome for making fadsfaCtion,and this vnle$ 
the peace were abiolutely in all refpeCts concluded. 
JH«e Wrotq ajio the by the fame meffinger (vnto whom 
hgedeliuered his former letters) to the king of En- 
Ibid e> r gland in thel'cwqrdsv' 

[ Vnderftanding by the letters of our reuerent brq-. 
fh?r T hpmas Archbishop of Canterbury ,that lay ip g 

| * ' * 
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alydc all dillurbanceand malice,you haue reftorcd him Tho tofu 
to your grace aildfauor, wee haue conceaued thenn lo lettort to 

- much the more ioy and gladnes , by how much wee f kkt»£ of 
: confider the lame to bee more gratefull and acceptable ^• n V* n *- 

to God, honorable to your lelfe, and profitable toyour 

- foule. Forweeknowethe Archbishoppe loe farre to 
excell in Religion, wiledome, honefty, and the vertue 

- of fay th,as wee doubte not but hee will bee faythfuli 

- arid deuoted to you and your kingdoms, abloin power 

- and ready in mynde for your honor and augmentation, 
and euer truly and carefully vigilant to. encreale your 
glory and exalte your magnificence. Yet beecaufe the 
offence is not remitted vnles reftitution bee made of 

. thinges wrongfully taken away ,allthou gh the Archbi¬ 
shop himlelfe in refpeiSfc of his patience, and for the- 
tender loue hee beareth you, forbeareth to require t he 
lame; wee neuerthelelle ,who couot elpecially your lai- 
. nation, ought not to bee filent theriiV, nor yet doth it 
beecome your Maieftie (whom God hath made loe 
mighty andpotet) to withhould the rightes and goods 
beelonging to the Church of Canterbury: Wherfore 
with all intreaty wee admonish arid earneftly exhorte 
; the clemency ofyour royall excellency,that following 
the example of Zacheus who layth in the Golpell: 

1 Beebould, Lord, halfe of mygoodes l giue to the Poore, and 
if l haue defrauded any one', I reffsre foure-foulde , you v 
. would endeauor to i render to the Archbishoppe and 
his Church what is wrongfully tak en away, and Ipee- 
dyly to recompenle the dammages-and detriments 
they fuftayned by your meanes, that you may foeap- 
peale the wrath of Allmighty Godwherin you haue 
; olFended him, and wee torgiue you ablolutely foe 

S reate a finne, and the Archbishoppe bee for euet 
ound to reft moft ready at your leruice and deuotion, 
and encreale the rcnowne of you and y out hcire s: M or 
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reouer that you fauorably liften to fuch as haue fop 
thercd and performed this peace beetweene yce,nac 
heereafccr harken to them whom you knowe to haue 
' kindled the coales of this dUTentian, beefides that you 

warne and perfwade your Tonne to giue due fatisfe- 
dtion to the Archbishoppe and his Church concerning 
the article of his oathe omitted by him for confenu- 
don of she prinledge and liberty of the Church of 
Canterbury, in fitch forte as kinges and Princes of 
England hire heertofore fworne, making hina to pet- 
forme what is hetherto letpafTe: and that as wellyout 
TelTe as yonc Tonne doe freely and quietly refigne the 
ordinations of Churches with other matters appetuy- 
ningto Ecclefiafticall perfons, vnto the fame Archbi¬ 
shop, and other Eccleliafticallmen. That in Toe doing 
you may offer to our Lord a worthie facrifiee of pray k, 
ad purchalTetoyour felfe an eternall kingdome.]Thus 
wrote Pope Alexander to the king, who added alfoo 
theemnto other letters to the Clergie and people of 
Cod Vat. It. England, admonishing them all in any cafe not to 
j. eg. jg difturb this fetled peace. 

The meeting ButhoW matters proceeded inthe meane dune bee- 
with the* tvecnc c ^ e an ^ feint Thomas»let vs heete declare 
\ing at out of Quadrilogus (the hiftory of faint Thomas) 
Towers, wry ting thus. { T he king inclining to alteration , yea 

rather denying to make reftitution of the poflefHons 
taken away from the Church of Canterbury > and this 
QuaJrilo- commingto the eare of faint Thomas by the relation 
»p ^ of Salisbury , whom together with Herbert 

■ 5 ' heefent cocreate with the king. The Archbishop w- 

derftanding that aparlee was shortly to bee held bee-, 
tweene theking and anoble man called TbetbaU 
Earle of BUyt , the day beefore the conference went to ■ 
the king at Towers: The king hearing before of the 
Archbishoppes comming, Tent fome of his Couite < 
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vnto him , pafliing alfoe hirnfelfe out of the Citty 
towardes him, and meeting together,not the eyes but 
:he countenance of the king( as it may bee layde ) 
was fecled on him. Wherupon ( a thing noted by many 
-of the Archbishoppes trayne) neither did the king not 
any of his vouchsafe to vilite the Archbishop that 
night in his lodging', but rather early in the morning- 
caufed a Malle for the deadeto .bee celebrated in ms ■ 
Chappel, fearing (as it was reported) lcaftif the Arch- . 
>ishop were there prelent, hee would otherwilc offct 
aim at Malle the kifle of peace, which then torefiife . 
vere not the partcof a Ghrilfcm, but Chriftes enemy, 
A^hen the MalTe was ended, the king departed the 
3itty haftening to the Parlee &c, 

TheParlee with the Earle beeing fmished,(aintTho- 
naslpeaking With the king beelought him that be- 
ore his retume into England hispoileffions might bee 
eftored, which thekingdenyed .laying, hee should 
irft retume, and afterWardes haue relhtudon of his 
,ofle/5ons. ] And thus much concerning this encoun- „ 
ttat Towers, Saint Thomas came afterwards to the 
:ing (as Herbert tontihuinge this hiftory layth) atthe 
•aide Monntaineneere Bloys, where hee could oh-/ 
»yne nothing of the king but only ! promiles without, 
ay performance r Wherupon laint Thomas returning 
1 Sencm and taking his leaue of the king of, France, 
auelled to the hauen of Whiteland there to take . 
*Ppe for England: and there (fayth Herbert ) the. 
'tonbishop before hee embarked himfeke lent ouer • 
fft my Lord thePd-pes before rehearled letters of tho 
in ® ra ll liifpenfion af the English Bishoppes .together 
*th the Excommunication of lomd, certaine of which 
Jniber beeing Rogfcr ofYorke, Gilbert of London, 

■ locehne of Salisbury Comming thether for pallage 
to England,did euen in the portereccauetheir letter* 1 
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or Sufpcnlion and accurfing. But allthough the Arch- 
bishoppe had warning as well by the Earle of Boleyne, 
as alfo by thofe who arrincd from England, that no- c 
thing but chaynes pry Ions and treafons were prepared, 
for him in England> Hee neuertheles anfwered; N«i- L 
thcr yec if I should bee torne peece-meale in funder 
Would I delilie from my intended iourney > no force, 
no torture shall retayne mse daftard-like any longer; 
it fufficeth that our Lordes flocke hath now feauea 
yeeres mourned for their Paftors abfence. And what 
heeprofelfedin wordes, the lamft did this Saint alfo 
connrme by letter, wrycing to his king thefe his laft 
lynes worthie an Apoftohke man, who dreaded not '■ 
to fuffer death for his flocke beeing thefe wordes. 

[ It is knowne to Ghrift the feaccher of hartes, the 
C hi V4t. li. badge of foules and reuenger of hnnes ? with how great ■ 
f.Ep. *4. purity of my nde and hncericy of affedfcion wee conch- • 
The UfiUt- ded our peace with your Maieftie, beeleiuing, you • 
Ur of fttint would luue proceeded plainly and iuftly with vs: for : 
rhl'tinrt *lf w ^ ac ( mo ^ excellent Lord) could wee conceaue 

S 'mgl»nd. ofyourwordes, which eicher in arguing or courtefy 
out of youc fauorable goodnes you communicated 
with vs! The letter moreouer you dire&ed to my Lord 
and king your fonne for reftoring to vs and ours all 
the polled!ons Wee held before our departure from 
England, what could it pretend but good will, peece 
and 1'ecurjty ! but loe,tnat which God krtoweth wee - 
accompt more greeuous for the edangering of your -: 
renowne > then the lolle of our conimoditic, the 
want of performance bsareth no coalor of fim-i- 
pie meaning or faychfull dealing j for the relh- 
tucion you willed to beemide to'vs and ours,was put - 
of for tifteene dayes in regarde of Raynulphe, wh 
wham, beeing of couafeU to my Lorde yout fonne, * 
they thought conuenient in the meane time to con- i 
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ferre about the accomplishment of this your coinman- 
dement. What manner of perfons thefe are, and.how, 
and with what iuftice this bufines is carycd, you at 
your pleafiiremay examine. Forvs,Weeareperfwaded 
allthisisdonneto thedommage of the Church with 
the danger of your faluation and renowne, Vnles with 
diligence you reforme it. For the fayde Raynul- 
phe meane while maketh hauocke of the Churches 
gooddes , and euen now carry eth openly away in 
greate abundance out houfe -hould prouifion as Wee 
neare by theirreporte,who(if it pleafeth you) will 
bee ready to iuftify the fame, and laftlyhath vaunted 
in the prefence of' many that wee shall not long inioy 
year gracious peace, beecaufe wee shall not eate a 
whole loafe in England, beefore(as hee threatened^} 
hee beereaueth vs of life. You knowe (moft excellent 
Lord) hee is acceflary of an offence, who, when, it is 
in his power to cor red an others finne, negle&eth to 
amend it. And what can that Raynulphe doe, but by 
your leaue, and armed with your authority i And what 
anfwer hee will make to the letter of my Lord and king 
yourfonne wry ting to himonthisoccaflfi, your wife- 
dome will heare and iudge therof as it liketh you. And 
beecaufe it is now manired byapparant proofes.that the 
holyChurchof Canterbury mother of theBritannspe- 
risheth for the very hatred of our life,to the ed she may 
hot dye,buc be freed of dager.We will by Gods grace in 
her quarrell expofe our life as well to the faydeRaynul- 
pheasother his cofederates the Churchesperfecutors, 
heeingprepared not only to dye, but alfo to fuffer a 
thoilfanddeathes and all tormentes whatfomeuer for 
Chriftes fake, if hee of his grace wouchfafeto graunte 
vs the fortitude of patience. I determined (my Lord) 
8 k haue returned vntoyou, but that neceflity draw eth 
>ne a wretch to my wretched Church,repayringtoher 
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With yourfanor and licence, and (ic may bee) peri¬ 
shing, lead otherwiie shee perisheth, vnles your piety : 
voHcnfafcth to yeelde vs presently fame other cofone; 
“but whether Wee dye,or line, wee are and shall euerbee i 
in our Lord yours, and whatfoeuer beecommeth ofvs 
‘andours, God cuer blefle you and your iflue. ] And 
thus the good Shepheard,beeingnow ready to offeriiis ; 
life for bis sheepe,deliuered hitnSelferaaft Chuftian- 
like, asthe follower of Chrift, outof the purity of his j 
conscience, and the Sincerity of bis fayth, which 
had bin able to haue melted Pharass moll hardened - 
harte. 

Butin regarde (as it is allready layde ) beefbreenn 
hee Sktfoote in England, hee lent ouer the Popes let- >, 
tors of Exconununicadon and SuSpenlion agamil the . 
Bishops 5 let none impute ittoanyrashuesof hisfor : 
difturbing the publick peace; but that whatSonieaer : 
hee did was by the kinges counfell and approbation, • 
as hee often profe lied openly when his adueriaryes in 
England did on that occafion rife againft him .Whole 
Worries foe many times rccyted by Herbert in Qua- 

drilogusarethefo. [ Concetning the Bishoppes whom 
yee alleage to bee lulpended or excommunicated by 
mee,or thorough my procurement) bee yee in your 
dilfitetion Without all doubt certify cd, that whatfoeuer , 
Was done, was by the kingesconfentand counfeH: For 
when onthe feaft of Saint Maty Magdalene, a peace , 
beeing concluded beetweene vs, bee receaued meeiu- 
to his former fauot, I theruppou complayning before 
his Maieftie of the ininryes and infolencyes commit- 
ted againft mee arid myne,elpecially by tfee Bishoppes, :: 
who in defpight of their Mother Church of -Canw j> 
bury'beelonging tomy charge,were not a&aydeto j 
vlurpe, hee graufited mee moft graciously his Uane» ; 3 
obtayne frommy Lord the Pope any cenfute wbatfc' ;jj 


Digitized by 


Google 


of S. Thonuts Archbishoppe of idnttrbury. 3 35 
meuer to rcpaire my wronged right, /be as not only hee 
enclined to confent, bnt vouchfafed alfoto promile 
mee his a Alliance. "J And thus publickly profefled 
laint Thomas heefore thole crueli kinghtes of the 
kinges Guarde- 

But letvspur/ue the hiftory,and efpecially concer¬ 
ning the tyme when hee tooke shipping for England, 
wbafof Herbert in Quadrilogus of the life of S. Tho¬ 
mas dilcourfeth thus/[lntheyeere.therfore of oar Sa- 
mours Incarnation 1170. and the/eauenthyeere of his 
exile,beeing now beegune,onthe fecond and third day 
of our Lordes Aduent, the glorious frend of God, and 
moft conftant defender of the C hurch T homas Arch¬ 


bishop of Canterbury > with his followers beeing im- 
, hacked in the night, launched forth„ and hauing a pro- 
/perous wind according to their defire landed in £n- 
. gland.] Soemuch concerning his fay ling and, arriuail. 

And Iohn of Salisbury whom laint Thomas had lent 
beforeinto England periwaded the people by his let- * o'!*"' 
ters yet extant , to mcete their Pallor according tp the 5 * 

example iof their ancefloars whomett laint Anlehne in 
his retucnc from exile t But therm were they hindred 
by the enuy and hawed of his aduexfaryes. Now fiat 
the paflage ofmatcersafscr his comtnin ginto Errand, 
choreremaynetha large relation of Iohn of Salisbury ibid.op. <4 
; to Peeter Abbot-of laint Remigius; yet let vsneuet- 
theles hears a more certaine reporteof thefe occurrents 
writtenby laint Thomas himlelfeto Pope Alexander, 
beeing the lad of all his.Epililes, fornot many day e$ 
alter was hee murdered by the kinges Guarde. This 
of his to Pope Alexander was indigkced in theie 

wordes. Tho Idfi opt 

[ Vppon how iud and honorable condicfems wee^y 
Concluded our peace wathmy Lori rbe king of EstrTbomit to 
gknd I lupprde your Hotines is cocifyed as Well by thoiopo. 
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the relation of vs as diuers others who hatte trffldla 
beetweene : neither yet doe wee thinks y ou 
ignorant how my Lord afeerwardes flewe of h°® 
his conuenants and promifes, which neuertheles f* 
beeheuenot to bee foe much his faulte, as the faulted 
the Preifles of Baal,and the children of thefalfePr°- 
phetts, who from the beeginning haue bin the few 
ofthis diflfention: But the cheire leaders of theic ate 
thatYorke and London, who iomedmes when you 
Were atSenon,vppontheirretumefrom you* hauing 
neither feene our king nor heard him fpeake,wetenot 
afraydetobeereauevs of ourpofle ffions, beeing 
prefentin theCoutte ofyour Cleraencysallthougbit 
was vndoubtedlyknowne to them, as beeirtgthep 11 ' 
ties appealed, how mee profecutedtwo appeales be¬ 
fore your Holines. When thcrfore thefe Ringleaders 
of the Baalamites wereaduertifed of the peace W 
made with my Lord the king, ioyning to them Salis¬ 
bury and other their confederates, they foiight by ** 
and] land to cuttin funder this knottof vmted p ace ’ 
perfwading as well by themfelues as others my l®* 
the king and his counfell how vnprofitable and disho¬ 
norable this cdcord should bee to the kingdome,vnks 
theindowments of our Churches, whichhis Maieftio 
bad made, should remay ne liable, and Wee alfobtf 
enforced to oblerue the cuflomes of the kingdom 8 
beeing the caufe of all this controuerly ; Wherupon 
they preuayled foe farre in their peruerhtyes, as my 
•Lord the king by their infligation tooke from vs and 
ours all our rents from the time of the peace which 
Was concluded on faint Mary Magdalens day,vndll 
the feaftcof faint Martin ,yeeldingvsthcp at laftc®' 
pty houfes and ruinated bames» and yet notwithftan - 
ding his clear kes G. Rydelland NigdldcSackeuyU« 
doe at this day withhot^de fro vs two of our Churche* 
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■ "which they receaued from a lay inuelture^nd the king 
hhnfelfi; denyeth vs many pofleflionsof our Bishops 
pricke which iiuhe reformation ofthis pfcace heevn* 
dertooke to reftorc. But albeeie /as it is knowne to' 
many) hee beehaueth himfeife, otherwile then it bee-i 
, leetnethagainft the arcickles of peace; confideringae^ 
: BOEtheles the outragious and irreuocable ipoyles of char 
Church, and for preuendo of fand greater,hailing aifc. 
taken aduife with mjrLardes thfe Gardinalles, wee re* 
lolued to retutne vnto our tome 1 G^urthithustroadeflu 
vnderfoote, which if wee cannot, as wee wouldjrayfo ■ 
■: againcand repaire, yet at the leaft dyingwithher 
, may more confidently in her prefence (pend our life foe 
her lake: whichderetminadon of ours whentheledur - 
enemysdid iuoreccitaynlv vndprftand,I know® not- 
vponwhat feare they conlulted with thekinges olfi-- 
cers and that moll finfullchilde of perdition Raynul- 
phe Broc, who abuling the power ofthopublicke go* 
uemment againft the Church - of God, hath now: 
for thefc leauen. ye ares made hauockc more freely, 
therof. . . • . : - t 

Wherupon they concluded to kefcpe moll carefully 
with armed men and a continuall guarde of fcoutes aaid 
fouldiers thefea caaftesand hauens,'where they lup-; 
poled wee would arriue, that wee might not lahdbeen 
lore they hadlearchedall our lading ,and taken away 
aHliichlettekj.as.wee ebtayned from your Maicsftie,: 
But by the goadned of God it foe fell out that alltheif 
attemptes were, made knowne to vs by our freindes, 
who luffered not their impudeacy builded vpon pre~». 
fumption to lurk e concealed. Forthefe armed Icoutes 
did fcoutethe lea coaftes running heere andthereac- 
ordingas the focelayde Bishoppes ofYorke, Lbn-> 
lonv>and Salisbury , directed them j and they made. 
:haylefor executiouof their malice ,oflixch as were. 
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Isnownfc fccrbj©e.<&r gicateft cnertiys, becing Bjjjrai* 
phe de fti'oc Rdf hold de Warrerm© arid Gerdt 
shyrecfe of Rent Who threatened openly to cot ffmj 
head® if wieprefutned to atriue. Thefe afore recyted 
Bishoppes camooftten to Canterbury, chat if thisai- 
tnod route were not outrageous enough, they might 
yccmord incinfe them : Hawing therefore moretfcr 
KSighly vricteuftood their decenninatiori > wee font 
»Way your lettesrsa day before Weetofcc afeippm^a- 
oepldng for the fufpenfionofY orke y and therecaung 
ofiLondon and. Salisbury into their former fentenctat 
Excommunicariot^which were deliuered to their h©- 


fpcroiisly arryned in England, takitigd ldng wifi vs, 
Ho*f»int according to the khigescomtnandcment, IdhuDeac i 
Thtmtt ofSalisHu’jrw.bQ not Without fbrroweantf shaBieht* 
'*t*h'uUn- bdW.thdfearmedtroupespoftingtob'm'shipipdofpffl'- : 
ding'in in- ttxallaurfcMrm our landing ; wherfore the Deaiie 

tlnd. rearing leai\ifauy Wroogshould beiiofferedtovssni 
outSjit would ecdovmd to my Lord the kinges disho- . 
nor, mett the fouldiers and charged them in the kin- 
gdSr^n^rffcitltercohlunevsnctfoQri.bccairfeicwohld j 
tayntethe-kinghirdelfe, beetweCne whom andvsa J 
peace wahtow 1 concludedwith fame n&te of treclw ; 
ry»arid cHerfocei confelled them that laying arroeS*' 
fyde the/ wbuH -edid peaodably ccrvi, Yet tfafh ■ 
regdrde Wee brought With vs Jiymon Arch-deacott of 
Smith, whocamfc duer to vifitt> hisIftemdes inEn* ; 
gland, reqwyredfhtnuDtake thenarfc o£ fealty to wn : 
kings the hither andjfohne, andthacagainft all men, 
notToernucb as excepting your HoHdssjvs , ot any 
ocher. Bui weeworildnot iiiffer any - foch bath to bee 
tendefcd > fearing' haft the Clergy of' tbfc Ichygcloeae 
should bee Enforced to fwearein,like forth jif thflfc 
of our owne houfaliould should, bee thus-imauigUdtft 
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bandes, which Yorke, London, and Salisbury 
her with their confederates to the damrnage of 
poftolike Sea ertdcauor, to the end the authority 
r may beebloWnevp, or at the leaft diminished 
khigdottie. Btttthe officers,Who exacted this 
beeeatife they Were not accompany d with mi- 
etendt aMe in that plade to infdtce vs to ahy 
(thetwlft then Wet would, fbtthe people reioy - 
our reftune tould da,lily haue buermatched 
they Wottld haue flood vpbn 'tWeir ftrengthti 
[theiice vntttotir Church WeeWdtfe withgreiifc 
in receaued Both of the Clergie and LayetyJ 
*h the intruded incumberttesjaofe as yet vio- 
(Ie/Te crUr Churches.ambng Which are chiefeft 
br thfc plague is venation of the Church Gau- 
dell our Archdeacon,and Nigel de Sackeuille 
k6, of whom the one, I meane Gaufridc Ry- 
deth the Churchof Otforde , and the Other 
! Sackeuyle the Church of Beiges,which to-* 
rith the ftuytes reaped thence, they were by 
idate bounden to reuore to vs and out Clears 
ue owners ofthem; for you commanded my 
loane arid the Bishop of Niuers to abfolue 
ring firfl according to cilftonie receaued the 
it of the Church, and then beeing enioyned 
ithorityto reftore vs our Chuthces, With 
noditys. 

ome to oiir Church, there wire preiently. 

: krngfes officers, demanding on his beehalfe 
cd ofYorkeand the Bishoppes of London 
iry infortned vs) that wee should abfolu^the 
Bishoppes and the excommunicated,bee'-* 
foOuer was donne againft them ,‘redoiinded 
lies iniury,and withalt to the ouerthroWebf 
iftomes , promifing how the Bishoppes of 
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>pon which our Ipeeches (as fome could vs who 
prefent) the Bishoppes were To far moued,as they 
mined to come to vs, and receaue abfoludon ac- 
ng to the mannerof the Church, not efteeming 
tooppofe themfelues againft the Church, and 
gne tne Apoftolicall decrees for preferuation of 
)yall cuftomes: But that man the Aduerlary of 
and difturber of the Church (Yorlce I meane) 
ided it, aduifing them rather to fly e to our Lord 
ng, who eucr hetherto patronized the, and like* 
o /end Mellingers to our new kinge who 
per/wade him that wee intended to depole him; 
s (God is our wittnes) foe it might bee to the 
hes auayle.wee had rather heeshould polleile, 
ly this one kingdome,but alfo the mod and moft 
dominions of the world. Thexheifeft medlar in 
/lage was our Archdeacon, ForYorkewiththe 
woforenamed Bishoppes pafledlpeedily ouer 
! .that (which God forbid ) they might inuea-- 
Lord the king, and incenfe him to bitter wrath 
the Church. Theycauledalfotobee fummo- 
of the land fix perlons of che vacant Churches,* 
tid they might there with their counfellCon- 
the Cannons', before our king in an other* 
lominio.the reft of their brethren being abfenty 
e the eledtio of the Bishoppesofour Prouincej 
iishoppes foe elected if wee refilled tocenle* 
en learned they to haue occafion enough for 
di/Iention beetwene our Lord the king and 
iere is mot a thing which they morefearethetv 
■ches peace, leaft then their Workes should 
'Uered> and their enormityes corre&ed. The 
ig much mote wee referre to his Mellingers 
which leaft it should bee tadibus, weefot-' 
vryte. What appertayneth to your Holines, 

Z iij 
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if kplealethyou, vouch lafe with clemency to htimF 
our petitions. ] T hit was his laft Epiftle written to V® 
Pope Alexander, taking leaue for euermore to Ipeakc 1 - 
by letters. y-; 

Wherin elpecially beecaufe there remayneth with I f 
CodV*t lib ample notes foe precifely pourtrayted forth the « 
Wickednes of moftvnworthy pieiftes and principally - 
of York? hi? moft potent and impudent aduerlary * the ^ 

A n»rt»ti»» fire and feweli ofall thefe mifcheifes,to whole counfell k 

•fthf 4*ck~ and fuggeftions the king confenting was drawne head* 1 

tahtf »f longthocoughtbe craggie rockes of diftortfcoall mi- ' 

rerke. feryes, and diftrafted from all peace and tranquility, ' 

wee intend heere before Wee enter farther into this <j 
deadly difeoutfe ,to lay downe of him to the world i 
What hisibeegiuning was, all which you are to receaue a 

ffomtherelation qf Iohn.of Salisbury the moft exaft 1 
wry ter of that ; tyme, out of that Epiftle (I meane ) I 
which hec fenttothf bishop of Senon after the Mar- * 

tyrdomc of Sue. /Thorns, where firft rehearfingthe ; 
f?m«hefiyfethj afomrdes, chef? words- 
[ The fcheife leader of all theft was that Yorke who 
y,wboeheld.a(ttd heafde openly in the. Courts perfe* j 
cutin&che Archbishop,. ] And againe^hft? ? [Yeayou J 
kiiowe this Cajphas of o«r age > who voder thecovdor j 
qf a piayntiffo pet fwad ed it was oonuenient that on? { 
ruastishflpldidyftj-ocbee apprehended * leaft otherwife ! 
the whole should parish ; you were in England i 

W&hjoy?.wklfijaiy Lord of Winchester, when t^i% 
Caiphas* chentm ArchdiucU .procured one W 4”. 
ter to bee beereauedof his eye?, the beauty of whole • 
youth hee fowly lhuing, was yfuallyiiKghted with the • 
abhpminable; aboft of. hi? body, j and thi? hec did, beer 
Water With bitter, wordes freely difgo.ijgtd hi? 
ftseeacte rf-ths fbwle reproach hoe had. iuffered t$ 
yse sha^e of^asur^.ij)pr yet xontopted herewith v 
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\rchdiuell corrupting|tne Iudges (who decided 
lar caufes) inforccd him, to bee haiiged, for that 
rwarcies hee reproued his wickedncs. Socthis man. 
-’lie meicifull then chaile requytpd the affection 
is Done, foe hee rewarded th,e wonted feruice of. 
mce bcploupd f as after tire horrible jniury to his 
:rab£p body * hpe punished him more miferably 
ingxnowpeuit^nt for contenting to this loatbfome 
* Vfith fcopffiing and lolle of eyes, and laftly moll 
erably ftrpjigi.qd h ln i on the Gallowcs, beecaufe 
1 all the clamour hee could hpe protected thele 
>ngps- lyeed^uifepotthis,bpt endeaiior to recall 
3 yqur memory , if perchance that maypoffibly 
pe put of your memory, which, as with an iron 
■er yppn the report* qf many, ad thofe of great efti- 
tion and yroqhie of credit, hath tin moredeepely 
;d myoprmynde : For this forrowfull hilhory puen 
his very day is • fiing yp anddowne to the difgrace, 

1 contempt of the Church. But it may beefome 
1 aske how hee could pafTe vupunished hairing 
Tnpitted fqe greatc and manifeflt an offence ,efpe.-: 
lly fincc blefftd Eugenios then gpuerned theCatho’ 
e Church ? Apd doqbtles (as wee conftantly beer, 
ne) hee had neuer eicaped but by t he induftry of 
nt Tnomas, who wrought thorough; the mediation 
thofe reperent men Hmary Bishop of Chichefter 
d Iohn Bishpppe of Winchefler that hee might rc- 
aue his purgation beefore Thcobalde of wort hie me- 
ory Ipte Archbishop of Canterbury,. Yetperceauing 
:erwardes how the Church of Rome tooke in ill 
xte the order of this purgation thus fecretly caryeds 
beeingonly in a Chapter of Monkes i arid hot in a 
lemne aflembly, beeing carefuflof his eftate heepaf-. 
d ouer to Rome to that famous Marchant Gregory 
acdinalUf iaint Angelo, whom my very foule -hath 
- '' “ ' ' Z inj »' 
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cuer hated , and by. his procurement thorough the 
multitude of re wardes Towed m the Courte, obtayned 
to returne home iuftifyed in his houfe, beeing r denied 
I knowe not by what difpenlation of God, to committ 
farce more hey nous offences, as wittneileth this pre¬ 
sent day wherin the Church is dyed purple with the 
blood of an Innocent. ] Thus wrytethlohn of Salis- 
buryof this detdftable man , whom in fteede of an 
Archdeacon hee termsth an Archdiuell, and beeing 
afterwardes preferred to bee an Archbishop , hee 
calleth rightly an other Caiphas of this ty me, the exe¬ 
cutioner of faint Thomas, Who perhaps had beefore 
fauored him too much. But how chefc Warring velTcils 
of iniquity incenfed the king agatnft faint Thomas,is 
thus deferibedby Herbert in Quadrilogus. The king 
was foe troubled ad deepely otfederi, by the accufatios 
ofthelc Bishoppes, againft faint Thomas, whom with 
exclamations they called the Moletter of the king- 
dome, the perfecutor of Bisboppes', the enemy of all 
goodmen^and the Princes prorellcdfoe, as outragious 
with fury, hee fell into thole moft bitter worries, wher- 


by they who guarded his perlon were incited to att€pq 
the murder of this moft holy mart. For (fayth hee) 
beeing very often enraged with wrath, breeaking out 
rie king nitotuoTc deadly worries, Hee curfedallwhom hee had 
<y hit rash nourished, who by tbt ff retail grace of his faupur and 
'ndvnadui- larges of his benefhtes were bound ’Vnto hint ; bee canfb 
’f w»rdes ' t b c y would not rettenge him of one 'Preifl who foe difiur- 
\f Ct ththtdiiiS ferfin and kirtgdome, and fought to depriue and 
°urdsr of difnherit him of bis dignities. Anri euer breathing out 
.Thomas, thefeand Tuchlikefpeeches, the king ftitred all his 
followers extremely againft him , amolige whom 
fouAekriighteS more defperate then the teft, combi¬ 
ning ^°§ el: ker , cohlpired the Archbishoppes death, 
and palling ipeedily itito England came to the Arch* 


Digitized by Google 



ofS. ThomAslArcbbishoppt of CAnterbuyy. 34.3 

Bishope, where quarrelling with fowlc reproaches and 
tiling to contentious wordes, they picked their wished 
occalton out of the Archbishoppes freedome in (pea¬ 
king. And thenlaftly the next day after the feaft of the 
Slelled Innocents ,chey allaulted him in the Church' / 

vith nakedfwoardes beeing thereat-fcuenfong. Firft 
ho faint reproued theCiearkes, beecaule they inten- 
edby shutting the Churches dores to exclude them, 
lying: The Church was not to bee kepte as a cajlle. The 
hole matter with all citcumftances. which foreran 
1 liicceeded the Martyrdome are at large deliuered in - 
luadrilogus, and many thinges are there lay de open: 
hich are omitted in other Authors, who haue to their 
emendation labored ih this workc, all which Ro- 
rin his Chronicles of England hath breifely collec-. 

I, in fuch fortc,as, by liuing in that tyme, hee kuewe. 

;m to beea&ed, which hee lefte wrytten in theft; 
irdes. / 

Scarce therfore had our Father continued a full mo- 
hinhisChurch, when loe the iifte day after ou£- 
rdes natiuity,camcto Canterbury foure knightes, 
rather fouldiersof SathansQuarde, whole names TbtUxrl 
e * W silt Am de TrAcy i Hughe deMoruyle y J(ichdrd t'uriomotf 
3 And B^eyriold Ftt^-vrfe , men truly of eminent *• T htmus 
dyes , but now inftantly confounding with eternal! 

^Xjfor attempting a deteftable offence,the glory of 
knighthoode and ty ties of their defednts. W here - 
entring into the Archbishop, beecaule falutacion 
lot diredked in their handes, letting pa fie all vfiiall 
rtions, out of their conceaued malice they burft to 
cs of Pride and arrogancy, they receaue and re- 
anlwers,heaping threates on threates,aiid leaning 
ind them delpightes and reproaches, departetBuc 
lC Iy returning all armed, and an armed troupe at- 
n S , they entredwith forccthe Cloyltcr ojf 
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the Monkes, while with madefty agd grauiry m 
Archbishop puffed on beefore them into the Church, 
bceing perfwadedyea compelled by th* Monies > w. 
regards of the folemne feafte,to £bleny>ize £upnfdngp» 
When looking backe hee fawe them in arm ^? et ‘ u “?3 
him amid the Qoy fters. The horror efth® 
to haue reftraynedthem from entringlbe ’ v 

neither the reuerence of the fblemoity £OWW 
the defifte fromthis rponftrous offence, rx© r theWW' 
cency of the Patriarcke could terrify cbenafK®? 5 ^ 
ding his blood, y ea foe far, forth did Jthe iraipudc 111 -^®. 
folution of committing this heynous w»eki«d a»® Pf' 
fefle and blinde them, as they neither r^fpected “r 
loile of their knighthoode, nor had the leaft 
rationofany enfuingdanger: Headlong 
fenfeles of the finne, making after the ^x'chbisW^ 
with naked, fwoardes , they rush into f 
asking with furious exclamations: W^re t ' 3t 
But no man anfweringjtedoubling jagaine ? ron . 

dad: W berth th yArchbisboppc i Whcrfo 1 ? ^ -.jA 
f?(Tor of Chrift now inftantly to bee cr^vnff- 

-Martyrdorae knflwingithe Jfeft flanderou? j, 
;*^14y«np.offdoftdiiros-^thcl^ > agtee^J^ t ^ 6S 
•'regarde of his fnu&ion, descending t|iP ^P ’ 
meetingtbem fayde; W bene 1 ! ^(Vancy, 

.Andbseliaued humfelfe with foe gr^3- c f 
a? neither hif mynde feemed any wayc! ff Qf. T° 
W«h feare, or his body aftonishedwiC-H 
jyh.Qm one of thefe crtiell knightesinth^ d* 
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vndertbe fame of incurring htscurfe, to burtt anyway 
anyotber, bee bee Monkjt,bee bee Clcarkje, bee bee Layman, 
bee bee more, bee bee lejfe, but let them bet free from the 
fame, at they are no forties to the caufe.Thekvfonhes in 
Jiisfuifering feeme like to thole of Chrjft iq his paifion 
faying. Yfyee fee^e met , fuffer tbefeto fUfmf, Then 
laydethekioghtes inftantly handes on", him to draw* 
him out of the Church > and fqe to murder him, but 
:ould notmouehim. Wherfore the Archbishpppe 
eemg thele his executioners with fwoides ready 
lawne, as one praying > bowed downe his heade yc- 
eririg thefe his laft WordesI commend to Qod, our Blef- 
Ulr4({y with the Sauftts “Patrons oftbit Church and S. 
ienife myjelfe and the caufe of bis Church. And foe , 

ii$ Afartyr with an inuincible mynde and admirable . . v 
onftancy did notinall hi* tortures (peak e one w ord e, 
eeldc any noy fe, giue aqy fighq , or heaue his hand 
jainft any blpwe, but helde his enclined heade 
ms exposed to the fwordes vnmoueable, till all wasI 
ided. 

The knightes on the other fyde fearing leaf! the 
ulricude of men and wome flocking all about would: 

[cue him out of their handes beerore they accom- 
shed their intent, haftened their, heyuous finne: 
hen oqe of them lefcing vp his fwprdeta make a 
awe at the Archbishoppes heade cutt of the arme of. 
jleitkc called Edward Grtmfere and wounded with 
ourlordes Anoynted.This Clearkefti etched out ,[ AM g* ttr * 
arme ouer his Fathers heade to reeeaue theblowe, ingof fainf 
rather to beate it away. Asyet ftoode the iuft, fuf- Thomas. 
ng for iuftice, as an innocent Lamb Without miur- 
rre, without clamor; and offerring hiridelfe as a la-' 
ice to pur.Lord, hee pray ed to his Saiures for afli- 
ce. And that none or this accurfed crewe might in 
>eai'iog the Archbishoppcbe? found guiltlcs of this 
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fbulc cryme, the fecond and third of them dashed 
cruelly their fwordes cn the heade of this conftant 
Champion, and breaking hisbraynes whirled head¬ 
long downetothe grownd this oblation of the holy 
' Ghoft. And laftly the fourth outragious with more 
thendeadly yea hellish cruelty, when the Saintewas 
nowproftrate,yea yeelding vpthe Ghoft, cuttof his 
shauen crowne, broake in peeces the fcull of his head, 
and thrufting in the point of his fwoard, threwe out on 
thepauement of ftone his braynes together with the 
blood. 

Our Abel hauing therfore confummated the gldry 
Th» his Mattyrdome , inbreife accomplished many 

the Mtrtyr. tymes; for the feauenth yeereof his exile nowbee- 
Jame of s, ginning, the a ford fayd Martyr Thomas for the law 
ThmAi. ofGodandthe Churches Uberty,whichin the English 
Church was allmoft wholly perished, cobated euen to 
death, and dreaded not the wordes of the wicked, for 
beeing founded on a firme rock-e,which wasChrift,hee’ 
for the name of Chriftjin the Church of Chrift, on the 
fifte day of Chriftes 'Natality, beeing the day after the 
feafte of the Innocents,was himfelfean I nrnocet flayne, 
whole innocet lifeand death for the meritt of the caufe 
pretious in the fight of God, haue bin manifefted with 
many miracles, which not only in the place of his reft, 

but in diuers other nations ad kingdomesare alibe with 

. admiration showed. The fame daywas the paffiondf 
. faint Thomas reuealed by the holy Ghoft to blefTed 
.. Godric an Anchoryteat Fiatz-hall, a place diftant 
....... ' from Canterbury aboue an hundred and three (core 

myles. 

Heereupon the M onkes of the Church of Canterbu¬ 
ry shuttvpthedoresofthe Church,which remayned 
in fuch forte fufpended from the celebration of Made 
for allmoft a whole • yeere * vntill they reccaued the 
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Churches reconciliation from Pope Alexander. Con¬ 
cerning the Martyrs body.,theMonke$ taking it away 
placed it thefirft night in the Quire ,perforning ouer 
it the Exequies of the deade, and it is credibly affirmed 
that the Obfequies beeing endedjlying in cheQuire on 
the Beare, about thebreakeof day nee lifted vp his 
hand and gaue them his BenecU&ion afterwards they 
bury ed him inavaulte.] Thus for Roger wry ting of 
the Martyrdome and buryall of faint Thomas. And 
this was the end of this moft glorious Martyr , who 
conquered with his blood, andtryumphed inthetor- 
mentsofa violent death , and now renowned with the 
Garland of a moft famous Marty rdomeds mounted vp 
to theCourteof hearten, leauingto all pofterites an 
example of lingular conftancy to fight euen to the laft 
gaipe formaintayningthe Churches liberty. Butin- 
ftantly fell headelong on his enemyes now vanquished 
and ouerthrpwne by their qwne wicked victory, hor¬ 
ror and dreade, as men afflided on all fydeswith re- 
morfe reuenging finne. But of this shall bee heere- 
after our later difeourfe, as a trade more mile* 
table. 

As touching the tyme of his noble Martyrdome, 
illthough it appeareth out of foe many beefore recy- 
edEpiuies,thatthe moft holy man was this lelfelame 
^cere on the layd day flayne with the Iwordes of the 
mpious> yet neuertheles in fome Authors his Mar- 
yrdome is founds ,to bee mentioned in. the yeere 
ollowjng, as in the Epitaph recited by koger in the 
ifrrinicles of England , and by Rpbert d t Monte, 
>eeing thus written. 

thoufandjsundred^fauenty one it was 
W ben Prymate Thomas with thef yorde was slaynet 
The jiftc of Cbriftmas from the world did paffe 
This wortdes faire flower, wbofefrmt wsth God doth 
r eigne. 
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But where they affirme bis paflion to bee in theyreere 
4 thoufandooe hundred feauenty one,it prpceedeth 
hence that they beegan their yeete from oujt Lordes 
Katiuity: For they who reckon from the Kalends, of 
' lanuary or the -Incarnation of Ottf Sauiour doe truly 
" atld boldly ill&lgethis lame to bee the yeftre of his 
M&rtyrddtne, as thewryters of Quadrilogus inthefe 
Woides < [ Thdmas that notable Champion of God* 
Archbishoppe of the Church ofCdnterbury, Pry mate 
of all Ertglafttl>and Legate ofthe Apoftolike Sea, fuf* 
h;red death in the yeere after our Lordes incarnation 
She thOufand 6rte hundred and feauenty ,bcfeing aged 
fifty three, 0 ri the fourth ofthe Kalends of IahUary 
beeing thehTeWffcday about the ekuenth hoWrfe of 
the day ; fbd the fifte day of oUt SaUiouts birth into 
this Worldof mifery, Was his birth day vnto etemail 


glory.] Thus there. 

The lame yiSere alfo, the Church of Canterbury 
The it***- beeine thus-depriuOd of faint Thomas, beegan to Wa j 
*p>Z* fiat* atr, when the Cathedrall Mokes ofthefayde Church 
*/ Would haut tiered a fucceifor, Without any reguarde 

Canterbury. °f the Bishops ofthe Prouince, vnto whofe office the 
' * fame appertayned,which their bould attempt is repro- 
ued by Peter of Bloy s, a man of great authority in the 
Church of England* hauing fitft Aioft amply enlarged 
himfelfetnthe high commendation of faint Thomas 
on this Wife. 


To his moft decre brethren and fretndes 
Atui ve- Cannons of Bcweuciwe Matter Pceter of 
tfum BUse Bloys Archdeacon of Bathe Lendcth 
greeting with all louc. 

tion forth* 'fbt fust or of our Joules is faffed hence , t vhtfe de- 

il* h °I S cea fi * 16 bdtte lamented , but hee is defatted t not 

tm *' deade> atriuid to life , net deprived of life i fur dtttb 
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rby o*» r Lord bath made hit Saint fiemarudiloUs ,it 
death , hut a slttpe, the porte\of death the porche of 
> *n entry into thi delightes ofthaiheakenly countrey, 
r the To-Weri of Almighty God, inti, the infinite 
Jit ties ttftttrnall glory: For -Undergee ihg A long iour- 
rhee tidkg with bin, plenty of money y int ending to re- 
ie iH the full oftbiTtioeneJris foule ( I fay ) riche in 
ittts , leauingthebody ,shall tnthegtntrallandU.fi 
crre Elion returne againe full fraught to her oldhabiu- 
i : Huuirtggathered togetherthany veriues,li{efundry 
ivc handifes into one hundell , hee pajfrd t her with to the 
uenlyTtlatteythit Wretch laden wtth dayts,lmeane 
dent h of thiimifetdble world, thatnufeheeuvui, con- 
t iotts, t&ny Ward importunate, enkious. *burtefall and 
'■till old moeUianbregan to <vndoe ubdfeanh precifely 
teartyages, tofee if there mere anything among thofe 
\\.e&tdiiterltits,which ,wd* fubiefl lhher command: 
tt be& as acirtumfpeli anddifcrcettmah mouldhoitn- 
eti ought that Might endamage his life,.for long beefore 
\dhee defire d to bee diffolued and bee with Cbrtfi, and 
undidhtt efpedally thirjho departt, out of the body of 
is death ', hee eafitherfort into the Mouthof this old 
>rtuh A litle dufie asa tole or tribute Jnereupon the fame 
dfe rUrtitr betgaAftt to bee diUulggd and Sfrcad among 
l >e people , that a mfi ctuell beafi had dtuourtd lo- 
'f>lj : Indetdi the ioate W her of hee was difioylcd was 
ikciytfull Mefiinger if his death yfor Iofiph huetb 
ndtatgrieththroUghoWthe wholtlandofEgtpt;hisblcf- 
id fruit dif.'burdenedof this corruptible ioade and now 
rfely dtfc barged of the dufi of his earthly Connerfation, 
>aih t*ken hirftighe ts htauen, Slice is ajfkmpted by him 
v ho fryd: I got: to prepay a platufotyeo, and I will 1 

'tttirrife »uiid allurtta y®e vp vnt<j tuee j beeing in 
areife abiolutely pitfe& hee dofed vp many cymesj • 

fteeiscaicin avi/.l^aft malice should peruerthis ra- 
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derftanding; to heanen now edited is hee y whom this t 
world wa .r not Wort hie tohouldyiteit her yet is his candell <1 
extinguished, hut pm fed withtranfitory afftiefionfo tit » 
end it may shine wore gloriously f dndnot longer hid nun- \ 
der b bushell •, mdy now giue light to all throughout tht i 
boup ; hee appeared in the eyes of the foolish to dye y but n 
bis life refleth hid with Chrijt in God : death Jeemedto i 
'*vanquish and fwall owe him *vp y hutdeathe it filfe is n 
fwallowed *vpin t vi&ory. 

" Thou haftgiuen him (o Lord ) the defire of his harte % • 
for hee was long a fouldier <vndcr thy banner y Keepeing , 
warily feuere wayes in regarde of the wordes proceeding , 
from thy lippes. Jlfluredly from the *very firjt conditions ] 
of his tender yough hee beegan to grawe in the ripenes of , 
mannersgrauely olde y reprefiinge with watching y dipt - ! j 
fHines , haircloth and thegirdle if tontinuall continemy 
the motions of fleshly infolency : and tberforc was bee j, 

called by our Lord as another ^Aaron to diftribute the , 

pience offaluat tenant o his people > to frame a nationacce- 
ftable to our Lord , apurfuer of meritorious worses y and ’j 
topreparefor our Lord a per fell multitude. Our Lord did 
chufe*him for.a Preifi tofeme him , that heemight hee a ; 
guide to his congregation y a rule of ltfe y a forme of pen - j; 

S nance y an example offan&ity .*4 Umigbty God the Lord of , 

all piece s y beefiowedon him altar ned tongue y andpowrcd 
into him abundantly theJfirit of wifedome and <vnder- , 
flandingjothe end hee might be ampng the lerncd more t 
lerned y amongthe wife more ivife y among the good far . ( 

better y among the huble a c opanicn y among the greateftyet 
greater. Hee was % Preacher of the dtuine werde>a trum¬ 
petof theGofpcll y afreindof thesf pufe y apillar of the ' 

Clergie, an eye to the blind? y afootc to the lament hefaltc 
of this earth xt he light of his countrey \ the ‘Minijttr of 
thehigbeft-ttbe Vicar of theamynted ofour Lor d.The 
whole contterfation of his life wasapooleof fa/icfty^ a 

forme 
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aformt if manners a frame offtluation.H ee was in judg¬ 
ment 'Vpright, indifirofing dilligent,in commanding ad - 
uifed, infpeech modefi,in counfell circumfptHflnfeeding 
btmfelfe moft/paring, tn feeding othersmojlbountiful!, 
in anger a peace-mailer, in flesh an Jtngcll i in fujfcring 
ininryes meeke , in profperity fearfull, in adneyfity 
moft nnragions , in almes libtrall , in mercys wholly 
drowned . 

Hee was the glory of theRjtligtoUs ,the deligbtiof tht 
Late tie, the terror of‘Prmces t tbi God of fbarao. Of this 
man Wee may beuldly fayandflng; that heeftrayed not, 
after golds, nor yet trujled in the treafnres ofmoney,wbo 
difdaynediobte either kreceauer ofbrybes, or an accepter 
•fperfons. Other menadnanctdto the heygth ofCathedrall 
dignity beingprefently to haue ajpeciall care of the Clear* 
kes, they looks more warily to their diett, they fcate no 
leffe a fickjtts oftheir body then hell it felfe, offering in 
*11 things to prolongt their lines t but this Sainte from 
the tiery firfi entrance into his promotion,longed with a 
Angular defire for the end of hit life , or to fpeal^e more 
rulyjbr the hee ginning ofhis tternall heeing. For as Sa* 
omenfay the: When hee endeth, then beeginneth bee. See 
ns departure out of this tranfitorylife was his entrance 1 ** 
o that life which doth neither fade nor perish, Beegin* 
tingfrom his'Very childehoode hee laboured in entry fe* % 
ter all age ofhis life,as in the fundry denided bourse of 
i day Ithg a dilligentand painefull workman in the 
• r ,ineyarde ofourLordofSahaoth,and foe concluded the 
oitrjfe of a temporall life in the full perfection ofSaintes. 

~ 'bus beeingaUngtyme inhis conferuation,heauenly,and 
rduelling from hts body, hee defyred exceedingly to pajfe 
borough a shorte conclufion of an earthly life tothofe ce- 
ejiiali pleafures j Catching therfore the intent and token 
f bis perignnation ,het drunkj of the brooks in the way 
f this world, and hath for that canfe his name exalted 
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tn the heauenly countrey . 

Soe the 7d after sour brethren the Cathedrall 7don\cs 
now left as Orphans without a father: *Allmighty God 
who ray fed from the deade the great Tajlor of his florae 
our Lord lefts Chrijl in the\bl$ode f his eternailteftament 
pTouyde a man (that 1 may <vfe the worde of Tdoyfes )to 
Um 17 ' bee ouer this multitude: For many complayne and indure 
The Uyfme ** mo fl impatiently that Chrijles coate without feame is 
raifed m the no f v rent beetweene them and theBishoppes of the tro- 

Churcb of i*ince y andthat not only the C owe and theBjimmeJbutalfo 

Qaterburj. the Turtle and the Done are dcuyded and feperated one 
. froman other . That Ttfijlrijfe of difor dcy that mother of 
hatred , *that prefumptious occafion of fandalls , that 
wfurpation ( 1 meane ) of fy ding and fingular cle&ion, 
hath prefumed to breakje in>cuen to the nsery profeffors of 
eligion ,/? as contemning andcafiing away the generall 
eounfellof theBishoppes and ^Abbottes , they haue made 
a fcret and fallen election contrary tocujlomes y enemy 
to laweS'Cqndemned by Decrees y reprouedby pra&ife.oill 
others y who accompt now this eleflionmade hy tbeMonhe* 
to bee to their derogation and dtfgrace , would willingly 
and with one confcnt without any diuipon or fcandall 
haue conferred their Joyces on theferfon by them natncdy 
but as this cafe Jlandctb, Ifeare leaf this eltBion[which 
God forbid) prone his detection , and this attempting of 
afayned liberty y turne to Chrijles Church y into a matter 
of thralldome. 

This plague truly and many others doe at this day gc~ 
nerally infeBe and corrupt the body of the Church: Lay 
men intrude themfelues into the holy SanBuarys > and the 
Jlones of the SanBuarycs are difperfed apparantly ift all 
high fireetes y Cloyjters arc now conuerted to CafiUs and 
Market-places yBjligious men to Ethnichgs , 9aft or s to 
yf/olues y Lillyes to thornes , Gould to drojfe y Corne to 
Tares , W ineto Vinager y Oyle to Lees* Let Jilltwgbty 
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God yet caftan eye bac^e on the face of his Teftament , 
neither let him giue ouer to lee troadcn*vndcr foote the 
Vyne which hee hath planted with his right hand , the 
Church which hee hath purchafed with his pretious 
bloode > let him ftirre <vp the (pit it t oftMoyfes > and ere ft 
the borne of that FnicornCy that only high Bi shoppe , and 
without comparifonmoft *vniuerjall y foe as his hand may 
execute iudgmenty that with bis home hee may Howe ouer 
Sirta, thunder againft Edom , fend out lightning againft 
the Calfes of Bethel^ againft the J dolls ofEgipt y againftikc 
fast Cowes of Samaria , ecgainft the Treiftes of Baal y againft 
Shepherdes who feede themfelues , againft iudges who 
enatt'vniuft lawes , againft dumb dogges which are 
Enable tt> barhfy againft the earthen pott of Zachkrie> 
againft the •vejfells of the foolish Vaftor , againft the am¬ 
bition of SimonMagusy against the tyranny of the worlds 
againft the preemption of the Cloyfter y againft deceytfull 
dealers y againft ofpreffors of the poorey againft diftur.bcrs 
of the Churches peace , againft the fubuerters offayth . 
Thus wrote Peeter, the reft wee refer to their prop- 
per place. 

AN. DOM. 1171. 

N ow folloWcth the yeere of our Lord 117 1 .with the 
fourth Indidtion. When the horrible murder of the 
moftholy Martyr Thomas Archbishop of Canterbu¬ 
ry bceing fpread farre andneere , all theWefterne 
world was aftonished, and the fighes of alldeuoute 
people euery where breathed out, elpecially by letters 
from all partes, and thofe replenished with lamenta¬ 
tions, andfent to Pope Alexander from fimdry per¬ 
sons , beeitig fiich, and in filch forte, as you may well 
fay they were foe many glorious trumppetts and re¬ 
nowned Epithapes to celebrate the funeralls of this 
moil Worthie Martyr. Among which rcceaue heere 
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fiift what the king of France wrote to Pope Ale¬ 
xander. 

To Alexander by the grace of God High 
Bishop Lewes by the same grace king of 
rlnce"it-‘ the French fcndeth falutations with due 
” u J ht t reuerence. 

be*death TMe remlteth from the la we ofhumanepietic>wh$ 
f faint djgracefully abufeth his mother, neither are they myttd- 
" homos. full of their Creators benefits who are not moued with 

forro wc for the ahufes offered to the holy Church : where - 
uppon wee hour now an ejpeciail caufe of lamentation > 
and a ne iv cruelty neuer heard of beef ore heegetteth a new 
forrowe : beeeaufe malice fifing againftthe Saint of Cod, 
hath run her fwordespoint, into the *very aple of Chriftes 
eye , and noleffe cruelly thenfowly slaughteredJoe great 
a light of Gods Church • Styrre <vp therefore fome^inde of 
exquiftc iujhccy and‘Vnsbeatbfaint teeters fworde for > 
punishing the murder of the Martyr of Canterbury, bee¬ 
eaufe his blood cryeth out for the whole Church j not foe 
much cxclaymingreuenge for his owne particular as for 
alL^AndbeehouldattheTombceftbisChampion ( as it is 
reported to *vs ) the diuine glory shyneth with miracles, 
and God sbeweth from heauen where bee reflet h on earthy 
who in bis quarrell fo couragiously fought.The bearers 
ofthefe letters , Who are heereft of thts their father will 
‘ relate the whole matter to your Holiness yeelde therfore 
a mofl gentle eare to the tejlimony of this truth,and as well 
beerin as otberwife bcelteue them as you wouldbeelieuc 
our felucs. God profper you euer. Thus the king. The 
Earle of Bloyes alio wrote to theianae efFed vnto his 
Holmes. More ouer the Bishop of Senonthen Legate 
for the Apoftolicke Sea fent two Epiftles to the Pope 
about the death of faintT homas. But omitting thefe,as 
Ceding all to one purpofe, let vs fee the reft* the meffin- 
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ers, I meane, fent by the king of England to Rome, 

/ho offered the vndergoeing of pennance for killing 
he martyr, as alfo of the diuers and .excellent mira¬ 
cles now beegunto bee published at the Martyrs 
epulcher with other thingsappertayningtherunto. 

The Martyr thus killed in the. end of the laftyeere 
:here was prelently great recourse to the Pope,lyingin 
Romejof feme (as you fee) dwelling and complaying 
of this damnable laailege , the accufers were pious 
princes, as, the king of France, the Earle of Bloy s, and 
Bishoppes who were Legates,efpecially heeof Senon; 
others excufers , beeing an alfembly of Bishoppes, 
among whom hee of Lizieux in all their names wrote 
thus to Pope Alexander. 

[At iuchtimeas beeing gathered together with our The affem 
king, wee determined to handle great matters concer- bly of Br 
ning both the C hurch and kingdome, a rumor on the she ff ,s ** 
foddaine ouerwhelmed vs all in. a lamentable confii- 
(ion of forrowe concerning our Lord of Canterbury. 
foe far forth as in a moment our calme was turned in to * 
a turbulent tempeft , our confutations into fighes: 

For by fome returning from England wee Were allu- 
redly certifyed, that fome of his enemyes beeing ( as 
they lay ) with his fundry and feyere preceedmees 
agaiiift them prouoked to anger and madnes, rashly 
aflaultcd hisperlbn , and (what withoutgreife wee 
cannot, nay ought not to ipeake) cruelly perlifting, 
did Ihike and murder him : This vnhappy reporte 
came in the end by the relation of fome to thekinges 
cares; beecaufe it was vnlawfull to concealefrom him,, 
what by the right of his power and fworde appertay- 
nedtohimto punish; who inftantly in the firlt vtter- 
ing of this deadly difeourfe, as one changed and giuen 
ouer to all fortes of compalHonate lamentation, quite 
altering his roy all Maieuie into haire-cloth and ashes, 
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shewed himfelfe more truly a freind then a king,beeing 
lometimes aftonished,and from aftonishmentes falling 
into more greiuous fighes and bitter forrowe: then all- 
moft three days fblitary, retyred in his chamber, hee 
neither endured to receaue foftenance nor admitc con- 
felation, but feemed willfully by a more deadly greife 
to defigne himfelfe to a voluntary death : Miferablc 
Vas the face of our mifcheifes, and our .inward greifes 
fraighted with care ,beecaufe wee who firft lamented 
our Preift, beegan now therupon to difpaire the reco- 
uery of our king,and beelpiued that in the death of one 
both would pittifelly perish. But his friends and prin¬ 
cipally the Bishoppes complayninge elpecially that 
hee would not fuffer himfelte toreturneagainetohinv* 
felfe s heeaftfweted, hee was infeareleaft the Authors 


bad turnes had heaped new diifentions} and therfore 
thought the fame and glory of his renoWne might bee 
elowded with the {launders of his aduerfarys, and fo 
falsly bmted that this matter proceeded from his owne 
will ; But hee protefted, as Allmighty God should 
iudge his foule, that this accurfed deede was neither 
ailed by his will nor confenc, nor wrought by anydc- 
riifeof his, vnlesheetin were perhaps hiserror, that as 
yet hee was thought too litleto affeilhimj but in this 
alio hee abfolutely fubmitted himfelfe to theChurches 
iudgraent,and would-humbly vndergoe whatfoeuer 
forhis foules health should bee impofedand inioyned 
him. Confuting therfore together, wee accorded all 
in this > that his Maieftie should referre himfelfe coche 
wifedome and authority of the Sea Apoftolike,which 
theChriftian faythprofefleth more amply to abound 
Wkhthe fpiritt of fapience, and felines of power, and 



arid complotters of this horrible a die, vpon confidence 
of the olde difeorde ptomifed themfelues pardon of the 
cryme, although himfelfe by fresh iniurys and fendry 
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dcauor there by lawfull and canonicall meanes to 
proue his imiocency. Wee therfore humbly bee- 
cch that according to the fpiritt of counfell and for- 
:ude beeftowed by God on you, you would with fe~ 
srity punish the Authors of foeheynous an offence 
:cording to this their enormious deforce, and your 
.poftolike piety would with more lingular affedion 
onferue onr kinges innoccncy in his former eftate. 
Almighty God preferue your perfon very long in 
icalth to his Churches vtility. ] Hctherto the Bi- 
hoppeof Lizieux inthename of thefe alfembled Bi- 
hoppes.WichthefelettersWeremellingers ailfo font 
o Pope Alexander from the Bishopps and others. 
Lparte from the king, and fomelikewiie beefore thefe 
xom the B ishoppe or Yorke to fue for abfolution from 
nis excommunication; of all which there remayneth 
a relation from the kinges Meflinger the Archdeacon 
of Poytiers in thele wordes. 

[ W ho were the firft, and who the lecond Embafla - 
dors of the king, and what as well thefe as thefe peti¬ 
tioned , and in what forte they departed from the 
Courte, I will as breifely as I can rehearfe. Firft were 
lohn Cumin and Matter B.fent to feeke abfolution 
for the Bishoppes ; but lohn Cumin came to the 
courte filtcene dayes beefore Matter B. and after great 
importunity , hailing firft made a promife of joo. 
Marcks, was admitccd to audience, the Clearkes of 
the Archbishop ofYorke adtheNuntioofDurhame 
partaking with him, and allcaging much inexcufe of 
the Bishopps, and they had, I thinke, obtay ned abfo¬ 
lution, had not the rumor of the Archbishoppes death 
comeon the headeof it, which abfolutely difgraced 
all: for my Lord the Pope was therewith foe excee¬ 
dingly troubled, that forallmoft eight dayes not lo 
much as his owne followers could haue conference 
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with him, and it was generally conceaued that no En¬ 
glishman should haue accefle vnto him,and fo all their 
bufinesremaynedin fufpence. 

The next Mefllngers were the Bishoppes of Wor- 
cefter and Ewreux, the Abbot of Valace , .the Arch¬ 
deacons of Salisbury and Lizieux , S. Robert ’ of 
New borough , Richarde Barre , Matter Henry Pi- 
chim and one of the T emplars, beeing all. lent to cx-> 
cufe the king,that Canterbury was neither killed by 
his commandement nor will: yet was it not denycd,but 
that the king hadgiuen caufeof his death, and fpoken 
fomewhat wherupon thole Murderers tooke occafion 
to kill him; neither did thofe Mefllngers corqe to¬ 
gether to thecourte, nor yet were admitted by my 
Lord the Pope, nor could appears in his prelence, 
Afterwardsvpon lute of fome Cardinalls, the Abbot 
and Archdeacon of Lizieux were receaued. 

Thurfday before Eafter approaching,it Was generally 
layde in the Courte , that my Lord the Pope Would 
that day pronounce fentece of excomunication againft 
the king,and kmgdome: Wherupon the Mefllngers 
ftroakenwith feare,by the interceflionof fome Car¬ 
dinalls , fignify ed to my Lord the Pope, that they had 
receaued commandement from my Lord their king to 
make oathein his prefence,that the king should obey 
his Mandate, and that the king should in his owne 
perlon Iweare as much. The lame Thurfday about 
Uyne oftheclocke, as well the kinges mefllngers as 
the mefllngers of the Bishoppes were called in the ge¬ 
neral! Connftory, The kinges Mefllngers beeing the 
Abbot of Valace and the two afore recyted Archdea¬ 
cons Henry and Richarde Barre werefwome,thatthe 
king should ttand to the Popes iudgment, and that 
when his Holines should commande him, hee should 
-take thereupon his Corporal! oathe. Neuertheles the 
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Pope generally excommunicated the fame day the 
Murderers of faint Thomas , and all that gaue 
counfell , ayde , or a (Tent therunto, and all w bo 
should receaue them into their land, or any way abctt 
them. 

After Eafter came the Bishoppes ofWorcefter-and Th * 
Eureux with Robert de N ewboroughe, and whether ^ u *f*, 

the fayde oath were required of them, I knowe not 
but that they fworenot, I am ccrtaine; and when they 
had attended theCourte xv, dayes and more, they tofo. . 
were called in! to receaue their anfwer; for they with 
others agreede as well in excufing the king, as in ac¬ 
cusing, according as hath bin fayde : And when it was 
fuppofed they should haue caryed backe a happie • 
doome, my Lord the Pope confirmed the fentence: of 
inter di&iongiuen by the Bishoppe ofSenon againft 
the kinges dominions on this fyde of the Seas > With 

the fentence of fufpenfion and excomunication which 
was denounced againfl the Bishoppes of England; 
adding withall that bee would fend his Legates to the 
king to fee and vnderftand his humility, Afterwardcs 
at the great inftance of the M effingers, by the inter- 
ceffion alfo of fome Cardinalls and large fommes of 
money (as it is fayde) this was obtayned : our Lord 
the Pope should wry te to the Archdeacon of Bicurcux, 
that if within one moneth after thefe Mcffingeis 
comming into Normandy hee hearcie not his Legates 
hadpalfedthc Alpes, then hee should abfoluethe Bi- 
shoppes of London and Salisbury from excommunica* 
non, firft taking ofehem an oathe to obey our Lord the 
P opes Mandate, they and the reft remayningneuer- 
theleffe ftill in fufpenfion. T hus departed our Lord 
the kinges Meffingers from the cource, neither yet 
caryed they backe any thing elfe. But when they shall 
come, or who shall vndertake thisiourney, I thinkeic 
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is hetherto vnknowne to che Carduralls: Only now, as 
I beelieue, youneedenot fearethe Interdi&on of En¬ 
gland, foe as the king will fubmitthimfelfe Co the Le¬ 
gates. And our Lord the Pope wryteth to him, andin- 
uyteth him to humility, yet hardly could hee bee 
wrought to wryte to him.] 

Hetherto is the relation of one of thekinges Meflin- 
gers. But thele letters of Pope Alexander to the king 
of England are loft. N ow let vs heare a more faythfull 
and certaine reportemade by other the fcinges Mef- 
iingers vnto the king himfelfe, where no mention of 
money either offered or rcceaued(as the other vpon 
his falfeconietfture rehearied) is made, although it 
contaynetha moll exadte recytall of all and lingular 
matters and wordes that palled: for thus it is. 

To his dcareft Lord Henry the renowned 
king of England, Duke of Normandy and 
Aquitayncand Earle of Anioue, R Abboc 
of Wallacia,R Archdeacon of Salisbury, 
R. Archdeacon o f Lizieux, Richard Barre 
and Mailer Henry fend greeting with due 
obedience in all thinges andcuery where. 

Theft ure to certify your Maiefiie that when chard 
Barre going beef ore vs had with great danger and tra- 
uaille come to our Lord the Topes caurte, woe foure with 
the two Bt shoppes , the Deane ofEureux undMafter H en- 
ry with much difficulty attayned Sene j where for fome 
dayeswee were confiraynedto [tay, for Count Macarius 
had on all fydes foe beefet the wayes^as there remayned. 
nopajfage for any . W hen wee foure together with the Bi¬ 
shoppes ( who earneftly dejyred to dcparte) could,not at 
wee would , in regarde of theft exceeding difficttltyes % 
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confuting in one, at midnight , with allficrecy wee fit$ 
form or de , and fo by craggy mountains andplaces allwosl 
unpayable , with extreme feareand danger weecawe t in 
the end toT ufculan: There found wee Fj chard Barre , all - 
though ( as beefeemed him) carefull of your honor ^and la - 
bounngdifcrcetely and instantly fir your commodity y yrt 
much troubled and\ confounded , in regard neither our 
Lord the Tope had yet receauedhim , nor others hadcour - 
teoutly and gently entertayned him: And for r us at our 
fommingtbeVope would neither fie <vs , norreceaue 'Vs 
at his feete y yea many of the Cardinalls would hardly afi 
forde<vsa worde.Bjmayntng therfire longandanxiously 
troubled in the bit terms of ourfiules , wee by all meant s 
bubly befought thofewho more etirelyaffefledto you,that 
our Lord the Tope by their intercefiion would fime way 
uouchfifi <vsa hearing,. The Lord Abbot ofWallacia o* 

Rj Archdeacon of Li^euxas .men leafi fufpeiicd were 
Hrftrcceaucd to audience. But when they in filiation on 
pur beehalfe beegan with your name intyt Icing yoil the 
Kofi dcuoUtt childe of the \oman Church ; The whole 
:ourte ay ed out: foibeare, forbeare! As if it were ab- - r J**j*£^ 
nminableto the Tope to heare your name. Soe comming 0 f England 
romthe Courte,in the euening they returned agayne to now hate- 
ur Lord the Tope, dcliuering to him by the aduice of <vs fill at Romo 
:// what by your lYlateftic was commanded nus, declaring , 

[ lfi dijlinclly the stidry benefit tes beeftowed by yon onCa. 
erbury, with the diuers exccjfes andimportunttyes com¬ 
mitted by him againft your dtgnyty , and all thts firfi m 
• cret, then before our Lord the Tope and the whole Qol- 
°dge of Cardinalls y where Alexander of Wales and 
r unter of Flanders Clearies of the Chutch of Canterbury 
mtlficd and contended again H you. 

Thurfiday before Eaftcr beeing now at hand y §n which 
ay according to the <vfeoff he \oman Church our Lord 
H Tope was accustomed to abfilue or excommunicate tn 
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publicise 5 whereas wee were cert ay ne that with gre ate 
attention they had long handled this xveyghty canfi 
whichfeneere touched your fife ad yourkfngdome > wet 
aduyfedwith tbrjc > who (as wee kjiewe) mofi fauored 
your Mate fie , wee meane the L ords of Tortua , and Hya - 
The Card*- c%f ith , the hordes of Tapia and Tvfi ulane with Teeter 
Halles who lord of7A trie (for the Lord lohn of Naples was abfint) 
favoured importuning them withall labor and itffianceto lay open 

*t* tVnt$rVS eur Lord the Topes intention, andwhat hee de- 

H ** • terminedto decree concermngyour felfe. But they, on t he 

ether fyde reporting nothing hut differsand matters difi 
gracefull to your renownc>wee perceived out of the figbc* 




full wellwisbcr brother Trench,that our Lorde the Tope 
had that day refined abfolutely with the ioynt confint 
ofallhis brethren to pronounce the fntence of tnterdiftion 
arainflyourjelfe by name,and your dominions as well on 
this fyde as beyond the fas , and alfo confirme the fame 
fntence, which was allready diuulged againfi the Bi¬ 
shoppes. Befett therfre with thefe exiremityes wee at¬ 
tempted with our f vttermoflendeavors as well by the Cat-, 
dinalls as thofe our%Ajfociateswho badaceejfe to hts bo- 
lines , and like wife .by his inward freindes, to makj him 
defifi from this purpofe, or at the leaf define it <vntill. 
the camming of your Bishoppes: which when it could no 
way be obtayned, wee according to our konnden duty to 
yov,beecanfe wee were neither able, nor ought to endure 
the great a fgrace of your per fin, with the agreiuances of 
allyour principality^, con fulling in the end with our*Af- 
ficiates beef ore certayne C ardinal Is, deuyfed a way good 
andf cure for your fate and honor , profitable to all your 
dominions and necejfary for your Bishoppes; whereby wet 
anoydedthat ignominy and danger euen now threatening 
your perfin, fubieBes, and Bishoppes, and expofid our 
jclties wholly to the ruttermoft perillfor this your delt- 
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**?yy > bcelteuingdnd batting* ftngular hope that it is (ac- 
■ ordtngas wee thtnke ) to your wished defire. Forafio - 
ni shed with feare wee figntfyed to our Lord the Tope by 
tbetntercefiion of the fame Cardinal Is , that wee bad re* 
re auedd comm an dtmetfremx you, tofweare in hisprefence 
'hat you shall obey his Mandate , and how your fe Ife in 
>erfon shall make the fayde oat he. 

The fame thurfday about nyne of the'Cloc\e y Were the 
Mejfingers called in y as well yours as the Bt shoppes 9 and MoJtin* 

in the generall confiftory were wee fwotne , the Jlbbot Sf fS foftno 
( tpeemeane) of V/allana, the Archdeacons ofSalisbu- ***** 

ry andLixjeux , Mafier Henry and BjchardBarre , that * 
you s hallfiand t o the T opes Mandate and take your corpo^ 
rail oathe at bis appointment to this ejfcfy. Thenthe Mef l 
ftngeri of the Jtrchbishop of7or\e andof the Bishoppes of 
London and Salisbury fwodre in lt\e forte , that their 
Lordes should fubicLle themfelues to the Topes cowman* 
dement andtabs an oath to that purpofe. Heuertholes the 
fame day hee generally excommunicated all them who 

murdered Canterbury y and all who gaue counfell ayde or 

affent therunto , and all who should wittingly receaue 
them into their Unde s^or any wayfofierthem. Our Lordes 
the Bishoppes ofWorcefier and Eurenx , Bjibert of Hew - 
borougbe of Eureux, and Mafier Henry were prefently 
to follow *vs , whom wee lefte exceedingly igreeued and 
troubledythat they could not according to their defire come 
to dtfpatch your bufines , and it was their aduyee that 
wee should by all mcanes maty hafie before , to binder and 
iuoyde the dtfgrace and calamity which your aduerfaryes 
bad prepared agatnH you:F or wee were ajfured t hefword 
was ready in the courte to ftri^eyou , and wee feared that 
days w oted cufiome . Codfend your Maiejlie logtoprofper 
andfimsh. B^ee comforted in our Lord> and let your barte 
reioyce % beecaufe after thisprefent clowde , afaire calme 
will to your glory enjite. On SatturJHay before Talme 
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Sunday wee came t» the Ccurte , and the Bearer of theft 
letters departed onEaJler day from vs, 
Afterwardes,Eafter beeing pafled, Alexander adref* 
icd Legates to examine the king of England. Concer¬ 
ning this legation from the Pope, Herbert in Quadri- 
logus treateth wrytinginthefe wordes. [ But beecaufe 
confeffion, as it neither can, nor ought to bee made by 
letters , foe neither can nor ought it to bee made by 
M effingers, and the liuely voyce of the penitent, by 
how much the more it encreafeth deuotion, foe much 
the more hath it of vertue, the Apoftolicke man Ale¬ 
xander fent two Cardinalls alatere Matter Theodinus 
of holy memory preift of the tytle of faint Vitalis 
or Veftina ( for it hath both names ) and Albert 
of faint Laurence in Lucina preift Cardinall Chan¬ 
cellor of theChurchjmen tmly endowed with all fanc- 
tity and knowledge of Religion.But what was done by 
them shall heereafter in the proper place bee de¬ 
clared. 

tHi ** 1* Meane while this lameyeere, an other Legation fent 

fir* ‘the by Pope Al cxa) J^er to the king of England*, beefore 

> vr t h ofs. any thing was knowneofthe death of faint Thomas. 
Thom at. came to vrge with Ecclefiafticall ‘cenfures the king, 

who(ashee,vnderftood by the letters of faint Tho¬ 
mas )reuoltedfrom his promife. What the Legates 
were, and how the king handled matters to euacuate 
their authority, Roger thus deliuereth this ycere. [ In 
the meanetyme camefromPope Alexander into Nor¬ 
mandy two Cardinalles, Legates a latere, who beefore 
( as hath bin fayde) exercifed the fame Legatine office. 
G ratian (I meane) and V iuian,who allay led the king 
of England with greate and diuers vexations, intend¬ 
ing to caft him and his countrey into interdi&ion. But 
the king forewarned, and thereby armed, did before 
their entry into his land appeale to the Popes prefence, 
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of$. Thomas\Archbishoppe of Canterbury. ; 6 y , 
nnd foe kepte himfelfc and his dominions free from 
aggreiuance, but fearing yet the feuerity of the Apo- 
ftolike Sea , hee haded to the feas fyde, and palled 
ouer from Normandy into England, giuing a dreight 
command» that none who brought any breife from 
the Pope, ofwhat condicion or order fomeuer hee 
was.should bee differed to paile from Normandy into 
England, or from England into Normandy , vnles 
hee fird entred into good fecurity that hee fought noe 
hnrte nor moledationto the king or his kingdome.J 
H etherto conceminge this Legation fent beefore the 
Marty rdome of faint Thomas. 

This Authorproceedethtothe klnges iourney this 
yeereinto Ireland, which kingdome hee challenged as lrtlandyuU 
yeeldedto him by the content of the whole countrey} dtdt» tho 
where there was a counfell celebrated of foure Arch- k i»g*fsn~ 
bishoppes and 18. Bishoppes, all which receaued the 
king and his heires for their kinges, confirming the 
fame with their Charters. This Counfell held at Caf- ^ 
felen decreed many thinges comodious to the Church ,** * 
as for Baptifme, Tythes , and Manages, which the 
king fent to Pope Alexander, who confirmed to the 
king and his heires the kingdome of Ireland accor- ”***♦*. 
ding to the tenor of the Irish Bishoppes Charters. All thkkmt 
which Baronins recyteth out of Roger} the king re- t yth. 
mayned in Ireland from the fead of faint Martin vntill 
the beeginning of Lent. 


AN. DOM. 117a. 

Heereenfueththeyeere of our Lord 1171- with the 
fifce indi&ion. When the Legates of Pope Alexander Logotu font 
lent the lad yeere to king Henry the father,concerning *• *ho king 
the murder of that mod holy man Thomas Archbi- 
shop of Chanterbury, came into Normandy: whom 
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the king returning lately from Ireland into England 
and thence fay ling into N ormandy, receaued, and pet 4 
Formed what beeleemed a true penitent king and a 
mold pious C hriftian, obeying in all thinges the cheife 
Bishoppe of the vniuerfall Church, who by moft 
choyfeperfbns for foe greate a worke, beeing Cardi- 
nalls or thefacred Roman Church, and moft blelfed 
men T heodinus (I meane) preift Cardinall of the ty« 
tie of faint V italis called alfo iaiut Veftine, and Al- 
berinus preift Cardinall of the tytle of faint Lanrecein 
Lucina Chancellor of the holy Roman Church moft 
happily finished the whole bufines. Intending there 4 
fore totreateheerof ,and how thefe matters foe paf- 
Eng difticult Were managed with fo great facility,God 
difpofing the kinges harte to petinance, firft of all the 
tyme whsrin it was handled is to bee difeouered* bee¬ 
ing this VCty yeere whenas it was accomplished, ac¬ 
cording as Roger an ; Author of that age hath in his 
Chronicles of England exaftly declared: In the yeere 
one thoufind, one hundred, feauenty tWo, Was all this 
bufines concluded after the kinges retume out of Ire¬ 
land, beeing the tyme when hec receaued the fame in¬ 
to his fubie&ion ( as in the former yeere out of the 
fayde Author is rehcarfed.) Astouchingethe paffage 
of matters beetweenethe Legatesandthe king,beeing 
firft intangled with difficultyes,and after by the infpi- 
ration of the holy Ghofte abfblutely ended according 
to the Legates defire, thereis a relation lefte in wry- 
ting among the Epiftles of faint Thomas} and Pope 
Alexander, fettdowne in the often recyted bookeof 
the V atican, in thefe wordes. 

[ The king and the Legates firft mett at Goma on 
wednefday before the Rogation, and there mutually 
werereceaued inthekifleofpeace. On the morrows 
they came to Sauiniacke where the Archbishop of 

Roan< 
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feoane with all the Bishoppes andN obility aflerabled: 

And after long debate for conclufion of peace , beei- 
caufe the king abfolutely denyed to fweare to their 
Mandate, hee departed with indignation from them, 
vfing thefewordes: I will returue into Ireland,where 
I hane many wey ghty occafions, (to bee difpatched as 
hee meant) for your partes take on your iourney in 
peace at your pleafures throughout my land, and per- 
forme your Legation according as y ee are commaded, 
where with hee departed. Then the Cardinalls hauing 
more aduifedly confulted, called backe the Bishoppe 
of LizieUx, Iohn of Poy tiers and the B ishoppe ofSalif- 
bnty by. whole endeauors itwasagreedethat on Fry- 
day following the king and Cardinalls should meete 
againe at Abrincke, where was a finall conclufion 
made betwenethem, foe as the king very middy vn- 
derwent and performed whatfomeuer the Cardinalls 
on their partes propofed to him. But in regarde the 
father Would hauc his fbnne there prefent, thatwhat-' 
fbmeuet the father promifed, the fbnne should alfo 
makegood ,the determination ofthebuflnes was de¬ 
ferred vntill thenekt Sunday following, beeing the 
Sunday beefore our Lordes Afcention. Then in an 
open Audience, the King laying his hand vpon the E-* Tbikitftf 
Hangelifls made oathe j that neither by his comrhau- ****'• 
dement, nor his Will, the Archbishoppe of Canterbu¬ 
ry was killed, and that hearing of his death hee rather 
iorrowedthen reioyced. Hee added moroeuer on his 
free will, that hee neuer fb muchgreeued for the death 
ef his father or mother as for his : and laftly fware, 
that what pennance dr fatisfa&ion fomeuerthe Cardi- 
nalles would enioyne him , hee would amply full- 

fiU. ' 

Hee fayde beefides, before that great affembly: that 
hee was not ignorant, hee was the caufe of the Arch- 
. ' Bb 
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JBishoppes death, and that whatfbeuer was dontte , was 
donne for his fake; not that hee commanded it but that 
his freindes and familiars feeing the difturbance of hi* 
countenance and lookes , Vndetftanding likewife the 

f reife of his harte, and heating often his words btea* 
inginto complayntes againft the Archbishoppe,pre- 
paredtoreuengehisiniury , without euer acquainting 
* him therwith. And therfore hee profefled hee was 
moft ready With all humility and deuotion to accord' 
plishe whatfomeuer the Legates should command. 

Then the Legates declared to him: that hee should 
maintaynevpon hiscofte aoo.knightes fora whole 
Tie condt- yeere, giuing euery knighte 300. crowncs,in the land 
tions of the of Ieruialem againft the Paganes, in fuch forte as the 
kmgs *bfo- Templars should difpofe. 

UUtn ’- S ecundly, hec should abfolutely difannull the wicked 

ftatutes of Clarmgtonne ( beeing the place where they 
were ena&ed) with all other ill cuftomes, which were 
in his raigne iiltmded on Gods Church: and if there 
Were any vnlawfull ordinances beeforehistyme, hee 
should according to our Lord the Popes Mandate, 
and by the Counfell of Religious men mitigate 
" them. 

Thirdly,that hee shoulcl reftore to the Church of Can¬ 
terbury all her whole and entire right in landes and 
other thinges, as folly as it was the yeere beefore the 
Archbishoppe incurred the kinges difpleafure,and hee 
should amply tender his peace and loue, with all their 
poifeffions to all thofe with whom hee was offended 
for the Archbishoppes fake. 

fourthly, that if neede required, and our Lord the 
Pope commanded him, heej should goe into S paine, 
to deliuer that land from the Infidells. They inioyned 
him alfo fecretly, faftes, and almes, and other thinges 
not publickly knowne, 
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ksIfTent r Cfeth L fc r g T ith fm « uk ‘ mceWgauc 
/ ’ f< ^ as , hee Me m the hearing of all. Bee- 
Voulde (my Lordesand Legates) my bed}is wholh in 
yeur hdndes •, dnd bee djfured n> bat feme Her-vee cotnman d 
tf e,t btr my going telerufdlcm t or to P^ome*'ort}faint 
** m '*>or nbdtfoeueru bee, 1 dm refolded to obey. In foe 
much as fcarce any there prelent, feeing his humilitv 
and deiiodon, <^ould abftayne from teares. Y 

• Thefe tbingesiended, thatnothing might bee Wa 1- 
iTr 8 f ?5 ^^^omplishment ofhisgo^d ,the L e - 
Lcl S } dle * dG c H ngi yeeldin g therunto ofhisowne 

Without any showe of diiciplining roddes he, w« 
abfolucd,and foeagaine brought into the*Church 

or^ed 6 ofthe k kin g dor "eofFrace might knowe 
a C1 1 P r ° ceedm g® s heenn, they appointed that the 
Archbishoppe of Towers with his Suffraganes should 

C ? e0 V h ' n ™ Wedl ^ 

[ ? Afc “ r » n ' What the kipgdM 
T-J c che km § h ‘ s fonne cofirmed with his had m the 
had of my Lord Albert the Cardinail, that heefohis 
owneparte would obferuejad if thekuig preuftedSh 

pennaiice,thatheehimfelfewoulddoe it.l Hetherrd 

this relation: Wherunto accordeth the Cardinalls let- 
Wonies^r^irf/ij' '* ^ beeginnjng in thefe 

Swires 

boh land vn? « p* ^ eeres make warre m the 
for thoucrhr fi °P c -Alexander orhislawfull fiiccef- 

made b/r l Vnfitt : r N ° W forthe Oathe ic fe lfe 

Si iHc h ref lng ! nd S f°' me in Che hands of the^- 
g «S, it is refetued wtircly among the atfes of Pope 
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Alexander in thefe Very wordes. 

I King Henry doe heere take myne oathe 
vpon thefe holy Euangeliftes of our Lord 
Cod, That I heither thought of , nor knewe, 
nor euer commanded the murder of Thomas 
Archbishoppe of Canterbury. And when I 
vnderftood the fame to bee committed, I 
more greeued therefore, then if I had heard 
of the {laughter of myne owne fonne. But 
h eer ein I am not able to excufe my felfe, that 
vpon occafion of my turbulency and wrath 
which I conceaued againft that holy man, hee 
was killed. In regarde whereof, for this of¬ 
fence, bceingas itfeemeth the caufe of his 
death, I will out of hand fend to Ierufalem 
vpon myne owne charges zoo. fouldiers to 
feme there for one whole yeere in defence of 
Chriftianity, or giuefoe much money as may 
there maintaine foe many fouldiers for a 
Twelue moneth. I will alfoe vndertake, till 
three yeeres bee expired the (igne of our Lor- 
des Crofle , and in myne owne perfon gefc 
thither vnleffe the Pope licence mee to ftay. 
I doe abfolutely abrogate all thofe vnlawfull 
cuftomes,whichI haue in my raigne orday- 
ned thorough out my land, and from this 
tyme forward decree,that they bee ocuerob- 
ferued. I will likewife heereafrer fuffer all Ap- 
peales to bee freely made to the Apoftolike 
Sea,and heerein 1 will not prohibite any man. 


Digitized by 


Google 



•f S.Tbmds^rcbbishoppe tf Canterbury. 371 

Thefe and other the like arc rehearfed out of Roger, 
laying: all thefe matters, (be handled about our Lords AStt iti- 
Afcention, were recyted in the Councell of the whole tM, d * nt ^* 
Prouince, which was heldeinthemonethofSeptem- £«*»(//{* 
bcr, where the Legates and both the kinges the father * * * 

and Tonne mett together with the Bishoppes. For thus 
Wryteth, 

[Henry king of England and king Henry his Tonne, 

Ro trade Archbishop of Roane with all the Bishoppes 
and Abbottes of N ormandy aflembled together at the 
Citty of Abr yncke in the prefence of the Cardinalles 
Theodine and Albert,in whole hearing the king of 
England the father on the fifte Kalends of Oftobcr 
beeing WednelHay and the feaft of Saintes Cofmus 
and Damianus Martyrs, in the Church of Saint An¬ 
drew the Apoftlc, declared' his innocency before the 
aboue named Cardinalls,Clergy,andpcople,by taking 
his oatheonthe Reliques of Saintes and only Euau- 
geliftes, that hee ney ther commanded nor wished the 
Archbishoppe of Canterburys death &c. As before: 

Adding thereunto the pubhcke inftrament made 
then to that purpofe, beeginning with thefe wordes : 

And that thefe may bee euer relayned in the 
memory of the Roman Church, the king the father 
caufed his feale together with the recyted Cardinalls 
feales to bee fet to the wry ting, wherin the Arti¬ 
cles aforefayde were contayned , beeginning in this 
forme. 


Bb iij 
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To Henry by the grace of God the te-r 
nowned kingeot England, Albert of the 
tytle of faint Laurence in. Luciha and 
Theodine of the tytle of faint Vitalis Prei* 
ftes Cardinalles and Legates of the Sea 
Apoftolicke , health in him who giueth 
health to kinges. 

To the end that thinges donne may tteueir bee after que- 
Theft Altos ftoned, it is accuftomed , and the confderation of thepu- 
fublished <» blnkj sstiluy retjuyretb, that they should bee recorded^ 
wryting. bervpon wee thought it convenient to drawe the "Man- 
date into wryting,whsch wee doe especiallyforyour pfo 
in regarde you feare malefaClors, who murdered Thomas 
if holy memory, late ^trchbishoppe of Canterbury,procee¬ 
ded to theixecution of that e vnlawfull aCte*vpon occafion 
of your anger and dfemperature. In which action ne¬ 
ver the les you have of your owne actor din our prefence, 
made your purgation , that you neither commanded nor 
wished him to bee killed,and when you beard the red \ 
porte therof,youexceedinglyforrowcd. V/before from 
this infant feafi of fentecofte to the end of one whole 
yeere,you shall give foe much many, as by the iudgment 
of the Templar Knightes, will maintayne too. 
fouldiers twelve monethes far defence of the holy 
land. 

Touching your felfe , you shall from C hr if mas next 
three yeeres are fully accomplished, take theCroJje ,and 
in proper per fin 'Vndertakg your iourney tbit her warde 
by Gods conduction the next fummer, Vnles ytu faj 
by appointment of our L ord the Tope or his Catholiekf 
fuccejfor. 

But tf r vpon r Vrgent pecefstty you make warre againj 
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the Saracens in Spayne , for the tyme you n)ndergoe that 
•voyage } foe long you may deferre your tourney to lerufa- 
iem.To* shall not hinderAppeales nor fuffertkem to bee 
kindred,but that they may bee freely made in Ecclefiafti- 
call caufis <vntothc P ope of Borne in good faythywithout 
fraude or any ill intent ,that cdufes may bee hdndlcd by 
his Holines % andobtayne their efie files; yet fieneuertheles 
4$s if you shall hdue fufpicion of dny , they shall gjue you 
feeur*ty,that they shdll not endeauor to tnture your felfe 
#r your kfngdeme, You shall abfolutely dtfanull the cu- 
Jlumes brought in during your tyme the Churches of your 
fund. Concerning the poffefsions of the Church of Canter- 
bury , if dny hdue bin taken away , you shdll rejlore them 
$0 that fullnes , wberin shee entoyed them d yeere beefore 
the Archbishop departed England. Tdoreouer you shall 
rejlore to the Clergte y and Loyctie of both fixes, peace and 
your gracious fauour, with all the poffefiions which they 
left for the utrchbishoppes fake. All this by the authori¬ 
ty of our Lord the Vope wee mioyneyop for remifiiin of 
your finnes, and command youto obfiruetbe fatne with¬ 
out fraude or deceypte. Thts bout you fwerne in a great 
mdudtence with rtuerence to the dtuine'Maiefly, Your 
Jonne hath Uhgwifi fw ornethefame jexceptingonly what 
in particular concerned your felfe ; and yeehaue both 
fwotne not to leant Tope *Alexander and his Catholikf 
Suecejfors folong as they shall rvfeyeeas theybauc<vfid 
yourfredcceffinland other Catholic!^ hinged, And that 
this may bee firmly re corded in the Bpman Church, yee 
haue commanded this fame to bee confirmed with your 
feales. 

Afterwards the fame \oger addtththe Efijlle of the 
Agates written at that tyme to the Bishop of Bjuentia dc - 
ilaringmattcrs tbep handled in thefi w order. 

B iiii 
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To the Reuerent in Chrifc and our bee* 
loucd brother Gilbert by the grace of God 
Archbishop of Rauenna > Albert by the 
diuine goodnes of the title of faint Lau¬ 
rence in Lucina and Theodine of the title 
of v faint Vitall Preiftes Cardinalles and Le¬ 
gates of the Apoftolikc Sea, vhat God 
hath promifqd to fuch as louc him. 

In regarde weefnppofe you are defirous to heart of our 
fintc , dndthe good fucceffe of the bufines commended ti 
our charge, wee thought convenient tofignifytoyour bro¬ 
therhood by thefe letters how hath at this tyme. dealte 

with n>s,md wrought by the minifiery of our nsnwor T 
thints. Beeyee therfore certiffed', that after the renowned 
hjngofEngland kjtewe by cert dyne relation that wee were 
come within his Dominion, fitting ajyde all obflacles of' 
delay ,heeprefintly returned from Ireland into England, 
letttnge pajfe the hufinejfis which then imported him , and 
from Englandarriued oh the coajle ofKormandy, fending 
infant lyfundryMlfinger sand honorable perfonagesfrom 
ntsto nsnderflandat what place we thought mofl conac- 
niently tomeete him and treAte of thefi affaires . Itpleafed 
ns sat length to meete at the 74 onafiery ofSauyne y that wee 
might there confer, where wee should bee aft fed by the 
prayers of the Religious+ Vfce met t there together , and 
there mett with nss many perfins of eythcr orden of his 
kjngdome y dndwee treated as dilligently aswee could of 
what appertayned to the good of him, and the charge. im~ 
pofedon ms. But not aggreeing tnallposmes, hte departed 
from n)s ; pretending to pajf o into England, wee exftUciy 
intending thc next day togpe to thcCicty] of jibryncke. On 
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Thomas Archbishoppe of Canterbury. ys <j 
the morrowcycame to -vstheBishoppe ofL*faux,witbtwo 
*Arc b deacons y and con(kftending to ourrcqucji meepajfed 
on to the faydc Citty, whether on the Sunday in which is 
fang vocem iucundit^cis wee ajfembled withweryma-. 
nj perjons and they dlf§ with t vs\ and with foe much hu¬ 
mility bee accomplished what waspromifid % as without 
all doubt wee may beeleeue it was his worke y who loofah 
on the eArth and mafah it tremble. Truly to decide ba :v 
much bee endeauored to humble himfilfe to God y and 
she we his, obedience to the Church , it isn#ta matter in 
thefefew lynes to bee ottered > hts deedes doef uffictent -* 
ly manifcjlit , andheereafter will manifejl i$ more fully, 
4# wee affuredly hope it will appeare. 

Firfl therfore not *vpon any conflrainte or rtquejl of 
oursybut ofhisowne free will yhee cleered bis confidence 
by an oathe wpon the holy Euangclijies concerning the 
death of Thomas of bleffedmemory late Archbishoppe of 
Canterbury y fweartng that kec neither commanded nor 
wishedthat the Archbishop should bee fa ledy and <vpon 
tbe reportetherqfy bee was exceedingly greiued. Vet bee r 
caufe the murder \yas cammittedy and bee feared b ee gone 
occajion thcrofy for making fatisfaBiqn y hee tookf this 
oathe. Firfl hee fwore hee would neucr leaue our Lord 
f ope Alexander and his Catholickf fucceffors , fo tongas 
they *v fed him like a Catholicise and Chnflian\jng , and 
this alfoe hee caufed his fonneandheire to fweare in the 
Charter of abfolution for the death of bleffed Thomas. Hee 
fwore like wife other things <very neccfjaryfor the Cler? 
gie andLayety all which in order y according as hee f we v c 
them, wee dilltgently recorded in the Charter of his abfo- 
lution. Other matters hee like wife promifed of his owns 
. accord not conuenient ta bee deliutred its wryting. But 
this rate bane writ ten,that yon may fie hit obedience to 
• Allmighty God y and how hee isfarre\ metre incourage d 
then hitherto bee bath bwyto the Jcruicc ofbisSamour. 
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JCnowe heefides that bis fonne concerning the 'Vnlarnfult 
cu flames hath made oat he ioyntly with him. TAoreoucr 
what was there donne het refolued to iterate agntne at 
Cane more publicity i» a greater affembly of people, t 6 the 
end there might neuer bee qnejiion made to the contrary , 
taflly.bee releafedtheBishoppes of the pretnife they gone 
for obferuhgthe cuflomes, and promised himfelfe neuer 
heereafter to exacte fAew. Thus far the LegatcsEpiftle: 
thenproceeded*. the Author. 

On the motrowe the aforeiaydeCardinalls cele¬ 
brated there a great Counfell together with the Arch¬ 
bishop, Bishoppes and Clergieof Normandy , and 
there concluded and ioyned all firmly and inuiolably 
to obferue thefe decrees following. 

The Decrees published at Abryncke by 
Theodine and Albert Cardinalles. 


F Irft.that no children shall bee admitted 
to the gouerment of thofc Churches and 
the adminiftration of them ^hereunto ap- 
pertaineth the Cure of foules. 

Item the children of Preiftes shall pot bee 
placed in their fathers Churches, 

Item Laie men shall haue no parte of the 
oblations of the Church. 

Item Churches shall not bee committed 
to annuall Vicars. 

Item Preiftes of great Churches who hauc 
liuinges fufficient therfore, shall bee enfor-* 
ccd to maintaine vnder them each one an* 
other preift. 


Digitized by 


Google 



of Si Thomds %Arcbbishop of Cdntcruhry . 377 

Item no Prciftes shall bee ordayned without 
a cercaine title. 

Item let no Church bee farmed at on an* 
nuall rent. 

Item let nothing of the third parte of tho 
tythes bee taken from him who feructh the 
Church. 

Item let fuch as haue Tythes by inheritance 
bee lyccnccdto giue them at they r plcafures 
to any beeing meeteand able Clearkes, vpon 
condici6 that after the, the Thy thes ruturne 
to the Churches to which by law they bee-* 
long. 

Lee not any man enter into Religion, whilft 
his wife remaineth in the world , nor on the 
contrary fydevnles they both excecde the 
age of abilitie for vfeof mariage. 

Item in the Aduentof our Lord let all who 
can > but efpecially Clearkes and fouldiers, 
fail, and bee commanded to abftaine from 
flesh. 

Item let not Clearkes bee appointed iudgea 
efpecially to adminifter the iutifdittion of 
Secular powers, and who prefume to doe the 
contrary, let them bee excluded from theyr 
Ecclefiafticall Benefyces. 

Item concerning the new bookes of the Ex¬ 
communicated, and thegoodesof the dying 
which prciftes take, with the bleflinges of the 


Digitized by booQle 


37S The Ecclejtdjlicdll Hijlorie. 

cfpoufed Id Baptifmc, andxvliii. exa£fccdfbr 
the Abfolution ofjthe Excommunicated, no* 
thing was perfe&cd, bcccaufe the Bishoppes 
©fKormady would not receauc the Decteq. 

In the fame Counfell the Archbishop of Thomas 
1 challenged the Archbishoppricke ofDole to belong 

of right to hi» Archbishoppricke, affirming rio Arch¬ 
bishoppes fcate ought to bee there ; but the Clearckes 
of Dole did eonftantly contradict it. Hetherto con- 
cerninge matters handled there by the Legates; who, 
beefore they departed , receaued tfieie letters from 
Tope Alexander for reconciliation of the Church of 
Canterbury beeing polluted with ioe enormyous a (k~ 
criledge. 

[Wee command yee that yee eaufe the Church of 
The nun- Chanterbury to bee reconciled, yet in that forte as 
cilidtion of the iacramenc of the former Dedication, bee not againc 
,h * 9 hu r ch reiterated; but as it hath binaccuftomed in the Church 
•f trim- p cc ter, let it only bee fprincklcd,with holy 

Water.] Thus Pope Alexander to his Legates- And the 
Legates againc to the Clcrgie of the C hurch ofCan- 
terbury wrote in thefe wordes. 

[ Weereioyce, yea the whole congregation of the 
iuft which heareththerof raioyced,that God doth ma- 
nifeft the death of Thomas of holy memory fometimts 
your Archbishoppe to bee foe pretious in his iight,and 
hath made famous with ioe many miracles the vene¬ 
rable memonallof him, asthe fweetenes of hisoynt* 
mentes hath now difperied it felfe allmoft ouer the 
whole body of his Church, and his vertue ^generally 
renowned from the Eafte to the Weftei fpe as they, 
who whilft hee lined inuyed his proiperous fuccefles,, 
now hee beeing disbutdened of this world, and tcansj 
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lated as Weebeeleeuef his faythandpreiftly zealedc- 
Teruingthe fame) to thefociety of the higher powers, 
reuerence his vertae,giuing due thankes to him> whoe 
Vorketh only great miracles. Beecaufe therfore it 
feemeth conuenient that the glorious miracles, which 
multitudes of people reportetobee done among yee, 
may refound with thakes-giuingsarid voycesofprayfe 
in your pnblicke Church which’the diuine grace hath 
endowed with fo bountifull a guy fee: It ought no Ion- 
, gervpon occafion of <this execrable adle forbeare to 
glorify the Creator: Returning therfore to youmu- 
tuall’falutationsand willingly confenting to your de- 
uoute petition,wee command your Brother hoode,that 
aflembling together the Bisoppes and Abbotes of 
your Trouince whom yee shall deememeete for this 
purpofe, vee doe according to the rule oftheEccle- 
nafticall folemnity acciillomed among our Predecef- 
fors, confecrate againe your Church. And if any thing 
bee Wanting in the folemnity,it may bee fupplyed with 
theilluftrous-glory of the diuine miracles. As tou¬ 
ching vs, if there bee ought in our power which wee 
are able to doe for the good of your felues and your 
Church, what by Gods grace wee may, We Will moft 
readily performe. ] 1 

Thus Wrote the Legates of the Apoftolike Sea, who 
admonished therof by Pope Alexander,made dilligent 
inquiry of the miracles ofthe moll glorious Martyr 
Tnomas, and fend a mod exadfc relation of them all to 
his Holines, which beeing throughly vnderftood, 
hee without delay wholly bent himfelfeto perfed the v 
Martyrs folemne Canonization, This hee wittnefleth 
in hisletters afterwardes indighted and to bee reCyted 
when Wee fioeake of his Canonization. 

Sotherfor by how many miracles, by foe many 
i diuine teftimonyesit isknoWneandmadeapparantby 
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wittnefles j that not only they, who for defehce cf the 
Catholike fayth fuffer death 5 but fuch. alio as for 
Conferuation of the lawes, rightes, and polfellions of 
the Church, offer themielues to the slaughter doe a 
worke moll acceptable in the fight of God and defer- 
uing crownes; which occafionof induring Martyr- 
dome is not to bee fought a far of from Infidells, but 
is allway es ready at hand to euery Bishop, ifheelabo- 
reth in all rcfpeefes to performe the duty of hvs charge* 
Now the Legates returning backe brought to the 
Citty the holy rcliquesof the late Martyroeeing the 
Era; nes of bis head, that were difperled on the pauement 
of the Church * and alfo his coate imbreWed in his 
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blood, which are to this day religiously kepte in tho 
Church of faint Mary Maior. 

Thushauing leene whatappertayneth to the glory 
of the Martyr, wee are not to let paffe in filence his 
fellow fouldiers who followed him banished in his 
feaucnyeeres exile, beeingall famous and renowned 
men, much honored for their glorious confelfionj 
whole excellent pray fes are feuerally fett forth in the 
booke of the Vatican after Quadrilogus; where amoge 
them is full and principally one by name and nation 
Lumbard of the country of Placentia an excellent 
fcholler, who was* created CardinalLof the fitered Ro¬ 


man C hurch beeing called from exile, and laftly mad® 
by the lame Pope Archbishop of Beneuent. Next is 
Iohn of Salisbury a man of mauellous learning, and 
rayfed after the Martyrdome of faint Thomas to the 
Eishoppricke of Charters. Then Robert an English¬ 
man created. Bishop of Hereford. After him Reynold 
allb of England lurnamed Lumbard preferred to the 
Bishoppricke of Bathe , whom wee fuppofe to bee 
corruptly inlerted, for wee finde him not. any where in 
tire Catalogue of the Saintes familiar ftindes who 
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followed him in his pcrfecution ,for whom, beeing 
rather numbred among his ertemyeSj Peter of Bloyes 
Wrote an Apologie, which shall after appeare. Geralde 
infueth, who was promoted to the Bishoppricke of 
Couentry} and Huhgcbynationa Roman who file* 
ceeded Geralde in his Bishoppricke. Moreouer Gil* 
bertus Angelus afterwardes Bishoppe of Rochefter. 
And likewife Rafe made in his exileDeane of Rhemes. 
Laftly after others who Were honored with Ecclefia- 
fticali dignityes, is Hubert of Millane firft inftauled in 
the Arcfibishopprickeof that Church, and after called 
to the high Pontiftcall authority of the Church of 
Rome by the name of Vrban the third* Others arc in 
like forte remembred as worthy of foe greate a father 
and Mafter,who, as they were partakers of his paflion, 
foe were they of his glory. Such was the family of this 
moil famous man, not feruinghimto pleafo the eye, 
but endowed with like conftancy as their Mailer in 
fullering laborious aflfli&ions, truly Apoftolicall men 
gloriously shyning with A poftolicall forces,and ther- 
fore reputed worthie to bee promoted beefore others 
in Ecclefiafticall honors. 

Pope Alexander beeing refufedby the Romans, and 
lying at Tuiculan,;fent from thence theie letters to 
the Archbishoppe of Biturees and the Bishop of Ny- 
uersvpon occafionof the excommunication denoun¬ 
ced by faint Thomas againft the afore recyted Bi¬ 
shoppes of Englarid. 

Alexander, Bishoppe, feruant of the fer- 
uantes of God, to his teuerent brethren 
the Archbishop of Biturees and theBishop 
of Niufcrs fendeth greeting with Apofto¬ 
licall benedi&ion. . 

**** m * 't whflowpe to your brotherhood. 
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be tv Thomds of holy memory Ute *Artkhi$hofp of Confer* 
bury <vpon our commandement denounced the fentence of 
cxcommuntcdtionagainjl the Bi shoppes of London and Sa¬ 
lisbury i thewhich wee ratifying and confirming corro¬ 
borated the feme with our *Apofiolicall authority: Ho wi 
heecdufc the fdyde Bi shoppes, beetng both aged and one of 
them ficke> cannot trauell to our prefince , wee ham 
thought good to commend to yee of whofe wifedome and 
honflyiVec Are confident , theyr ubfolution, for 1thick 


the M efingers of Henry kjng of England, with tlseMef- 
fingers affo of the fame Bishoppes haue bin edrneft futorsi 
Vfberfore by our odpoflolicdll letters voee command your 
brotherhood? * that if within oht moneth dfter the bedres 
heereof returne home $ yee bedrenot ourLegdtes hauepaffed 
the kA pies', which Legates wee haue determined to find to 
thofipartes , as well to nanderfiandthe depth ofthdt hey- 
nous offence lately committed * dsdlfiofor the kjnge, ab- 
fplue them from the bdndes of excommunication * taking 
firjl, according to themdnnerof the Churchy an odthe of 
them to obey our Mandate i the fentence of Sufpepfion,gi - 
mn <vpoH the fame caufe for ivbich they were lafily ex- 
commuuicated,remaymng neucrtheles ftill in the former t 
<xrigor. *And tfit appeareth^nto yee shat the Bishop of 
Salisbury by re afon of Its fickjies cannot trauell to yeej 
then ( which will pleafi <vsright well) that yee will 
perfonallygoe ‘vnjto him > or if ye f cannot goe , then that 
yee will find ouer fiome fufficient men, whom wee and 
yeemay confidently tyujl, whotakjngfirjl an odthe (ffhim 
public kjy in theface of the Church to'obey our Mandate y 
may they upon dbfolue bi\q- But if ygu brother *Arckbi- 
shoppe cannot per finally execute i his,then doe you brother 
bishop fie taking Withyuthe Jlbbot <f Pontianac\e y ca- 
ref ally perform*'it ac cor dingto tbefe our dire Elions. Da¬ 
ted at T ufi ulan 8. K alend. Maij. Hethertcr Pope Ale- 
xandcrasiUs reheaifedm Rogercs Chronicle- 

‘‘£Iqw 
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. Nowamydd all this, chefs facnlegious murderers T j }t Mur . 
‘oFthe Martyr, who hetherto remayned in the furtheft j erers 0 f 
parte of England, on the landes beelonging to one of Thomas 
them, when they fawe all men flye their company, y ea fly* to th* 
and that th© very vnreafonable creatures efehewed p °-t' f or 
■ themas aecurfcd ,for dogges ( albeeit hungry ) ab-i the,rrtme * 
horredto eate the bread they gaye them > as tainted 
with the poyfon of excommunication, and abone all, 
their owhe confidences guylty of this greate linne in¬ 
forcing them principally to deteft themfelues, calling 
on the Saipt whom they flaughtered, they fought 
mercy at his handes to whom themfolues had bin moil 
ynmercifull and cruell. Wherfote amyd their showers 
of tcarfcs and clowdes of forrowe, there shy ned out to 
them a beame of hope for obtayning pardon, and one 
onely way appeared,beeing this,to trauell vnto Rome 
to Pope Alexander Chriftes Vicar, and falling downe 
at hisfeete, and opening the ertormity of their offence, 
to receauefrom him the medicynehee wouldapply to 
them. They came to Rome j and fled to that Paftor, 

%hom, hee from whom hee receaued that fopreme 
tjQWer , had taught not to kill and fpoyle, but cary on 
lus shoulders the loft sheepe : where that , renowned 
Paftor byndeth vp whatis broken,ftrengtheneth whit 
is infirme, feeketh out what is loft, and recouereth 
what is caft aWay; this wife Archfurgeon pouring oyle 
andwyne into the deepe hartesof the wounded foe 
■waked them vp i as hee deliuereth them from all euills 
that may happen. They are therfore inioyned for re- 
roiffion of this intollecable lacriledge 3 to trauellb’eey od 
the Teas to the regions which Were glorifyed with out 
Sauioursprefence, euen to thofe places , that , where 
Chrift wrought our falyatioh in the middeft of the 
earth by shedding his blood fot the redemptioneff 
mankinds, they who had moft wickedly shed the 
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mod innocent bloode, might there bee purged With 

the bloodeof hispaflion. 

Their time b In their iourney ,one of them, and hee the chetfeft 

whe tilled who encouraged the reft, and firft wounded the mod 

S.Tbomst, holy man, whole name was W illitm Tracy , comming 
into Calabria and remayning a while at Confentia, 
beeing there taken with a greeuous infirmity of his 
body, was compelled to ftay, the other three goeing 
onas they wereinioyned. Soe truly for an ex ample at 
theiuftice of Allmighty God hee could pafle no far¬ 
ther then Italy, that the Wefteme world might bee 
admonished, and none should heereafter dare for fcare 
of foe feuere a punishment to lay rash and violent 
handes on our lordes annoy nted: For God ftroke him 
with foe terrible a fickenes, as his flesh rotting, and 
his very fynewes and bones appearing,the fame Seeing 
diifolued from the ioyntes, ey ther of it felfe fell away* 
or was haled of with his handes,beeing impatient of his 
grcife,and his owne executioner,yet euer vntillthe 
very lift gafpc imploring the affifhnce of faint Tho¬ 
mas,whom nimfelre had martyred* All which beeing 
published to the Chriftian wprld by the Bishops or 
Confentia,isaffirmed inthe end ofithe often recyted 
Kiftory of Quadrilogus, wherunto all other wryters, 
who reporte the life of faint Thomas agree. And that 
not only hee who dyed at Confentia but alio the other 
three who fayled to Ierufalem hued not aboue three 
yeeres after they had martyred the Saint, is conftantly 
alleaged in the aforementioned hiftory ; foe as they 
exceeded not the limitts of thenexte yeere following* 
For they beeing vpon the Popes commandement re- 
ftrayned in a plaqe called the Buck- Mountaine, a pry- 
fonof pennance, did there as penitents fetish their 
dayes , and were graced with a leemely buryall bee- 
fore the dore of the Templewith this infeription (as 
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ofS. Thomas .Archhishoppe of Canterbury, jjj 
Roger layth ) ouerthem. Heere lye the mrechedmen 
mho martyred blefied Thomas Archbtshoppe of Canter bu- 
O-Soelet this bee the period of this yeeres hiftory. 

A hi. DOM. 1173, 


s: - Nextfolloweththe yeere 1173. with the fixe Indi- 

r &ion. Whenas Pope Alexander Vport returne of the 
Legates, late Tent to the king of England, hearing of 
3 them what miracles were wrought by. God with a 
niighty hande and a high arme in Thomas the new 
Martyr.and t henipon fcaking,aduice with his brethren 
P *hc Cardinally of the lacred Roman Church , by the 
n {jjenerallconfent of them all, Cannonized him among 

3 nu “iber of the holy Martyrs. Treating therfore 

i heereof, let Vs firft make dilligent fearch of prece¬ 
dent matters. 


After this bloode fee shed ( fay th Edward) God by 
many miracles published his fandity, But at the firft 
they lay concealed, as not purchaceing creditte,till by 
Che multitude of them the impiety of his aduerlarys 
was vanquished, and the mouthes of the wicked ftop- 
ped t for 10 far truly the number and greatnes of his mi¬ 
racles greWe manifeft, as in their open showe, laint 
Thomas lcemed not only nothing inferior to other 
renowned Saintes, but alio excelled them': as wittnef- 
leth l ceter of Bloyes an eye Witnes,and IohnofSalis- 
Dury lometimes the holy Martyrs fecretary; for Peeter 
With greate confidence wryteth thus to Richard Bi- 
Shaeufa faying: [Reioice England, andlec 
the Wefterneworlk tryumph, beecaufethc Eaft hath 
v , ted vs from high : India and the Eafterne regions 
gloryedmThomas the Apoftle; Butheehathrefpedl 
to the Werfteme Church who dwelleth in heauen 
and lookechdowne on the humble 3 God hath bee- 
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flowed on England our Thomas> Wee enuy not India 
for their Thomas; let Thomas the Apoftle pofleffe 
India,LetThomas our Martyr inhabiteEnglad,that by 
thefe two witnelfes of Chrifte euen fro the ryling of 
the fun to the letting therof the name of ourLord may 
beeprayfed. Some there are who trauell into India to 
gaync the fuffrages of the bleffed Apoftle; fo loga pil¬ 
grimage is to paynfull for mee, my Thomas fumceth 
me. Hee touched our lordes fy de,ad the piercinges of 
. thenayles,and beccaufe hee faw, beeheued: Bleffed is 
hee who not feeing, beelieued, nor euer doubted, but 
offered hinfelfe toChriftand forChtift a facrifice. I 
labor hot to compare, a Martyr with an Apoftle, an 
Apoftlefeuer excelling a Martyr; but it is glorious for 
vsto enioya Martyr , who bearing the name of an 
Apoftle, imitateth,or rather exceedeth an Apoftle in 
ihiracles. The Apoftle is not offended, beecaufe our 
Lord himfelfeis not offended With Apoftlcs and Mar¬ 
tyrs, if at any tyme the holy Ghoft poureth out him- 
lelfemore hilly often on any in the operation of ver- 
tues: and faythour Lord , you shall doe thefe,and 
greater then thefe.] Thus Peeterrecyted by vs to de¬ 
clare the famous miracles fo wrought, ■which. God in 
his new Saint then shewed. But let vs heare Iohnof 
Salisbury fomewhat moued. againft Pope Alexander, 
as feeiniiig' top flowe in theCanonizatio of theMartyr; 
fince God abundantly'published (as it appeared) by 
foe great and foe many miractes,that hee had receaued 
him intoheauen among the number of his Martyrs. 
Yet the Pope was to bee excufcd if hee deferred the 
fame vnrill the retume of the Cardinalls his Legates, 
by whofe relation hee might exadlly and fecurelyvn- 
derftand all. N euertheles let vs fee Salisburys com- 
playnt poured out withgreate affurance CO the Legate 
ofthe ApoftolikeSea. 

. ^ } Digitized by Google 



To his reucrent Lord and moft dccre fa¬ 
ther William by the grace of God Arch¬ 
bishop of Senon * Legate of the Apofloli- 
call Sea, Iohn of Salisbury fendethgrec-. 
ting with the obedience of his moil ready 
deuotion. 


•A lit bough a huge deflation bath confounded he t her to j 

the English Churchy herforrowe neucrthles hath now for Io ^ n °f s *. m 
thejnoJlparte i bin Altered into toy % and her lamentation 
ebXged with a blejfed andplcafingtranfmntdtion into Ca- n ^ r °J g les * | 
tides:for rmrdelesfoefeldome heard of are at our Martyrs wrought by 
memorial! foe often showed , as others otherwhere heard S % Thomas,, 
of can hardly heeicomfared to his: for as in euery thing hit ; 

noble myndeuer endeavored to excell all who lined in his 
etge i fit now (that l may ifeaf^e it by the leave of other 
fainter^ bee exeeedeth others of whom wee hone read or 
beardeof in miraculous operations^ which lamcajily per- 
fwaded are thetfore effected 3 that God mayJlyrrc*up in 
many ofthefe in our partes of the worldfayth^not lay deaf 
leepe hut allmofl ex ting ui she d 9 that hee might morefiundy 
€onfirme charitie , andfioppe the mouthes of the wicked 
who detra&cd the holy man in his life y and for private 
hatredperfecuted the caufc of Cbrift. For who can now 
mtfdoubt the Chrijlian da&rine to bee other wife then true 
and faythfullyfince hee rewardeth withfie greatefelicity 
4 man k&owneto *vs y andconftant to him ? W ho y <vnles 
misled hythediuell y willfaythe caufewas<vniuft , the 
fair on whereof Cod hath crowned with foe great aglo¬ 
ry } Many have ejuefiiond whether out Lord the Fopes • 
tytfisf 0 ? which wee contend y beegrounded on iufticCjbut 
this glorious Martyr hath cleered it from any fuFjyition 
tf » btecaufe had hee bma fupporter of fiyfmcjtcf i 
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couldneuer haue shined with fogreat miracles. Moreover 
hee was a man of that excellent wifedome , as bee could 
noteajtlybee fupf>Unfed wit horror in 4 matter foe neere 
concerning his foule. 

1 should ajfuredty very much maruayle why our lord 
the Vope hath not allready commandedhtm to hee numhrcd 
injhe Catalogue of Martyrs , hut that I remember 1 haue 
read intheEcclefiafitcall hifiory , that whenVylate fen - 
dingarelation of pr^ceedinges ashed aduife ofTyberius 
Cefar y if Chrijt who had don foe many and fojgreate mira¬ 
cles y and was of*very many worshipped as Gody ought to 
hee honored as, Gody the Senate bccing asked by the Empe¬ 
ror their opinion , anf veredy hee was merely to. hee rcue- 
renced as Gody but that diucrs offimdry Vrouinces had 
allready without the Senates authority prefumed to doe 
it: which was truly by the diuine providence foe anfwe- 
tedy that the Deity of Chrifi , whofc name w4sto bee 
preached to the laves and GentilleSy shouidnot feeme to 
heSfubtcS to any earthly power y neither the Gentills 
waunt it wasohtaynedby petition f which agatnfi their 
willes they were compelled to he are • Beecaufeour Lord 
hat hraignedy let the people bee angry , and the earth re- 
toy fi wherin Chrifi.es Church isfounded. \Andfoe *vcre - 
lyl thinke it wot the diuine will that thisMartyrs glory 
should neither by fotificall decree norroyall authority bee 
advanced,but bee ejlabli shed by the power of Chrifiywhofe 
honour during his life hee labored to enlarge: for hee ester 
deliuered himfelfe , that hee would haue Chrift's honor 
jltll preferuedywben bee treated wtth the king concerning 
hispcace.jtnd shall not Chrifi againe doe the fame for htm} 
God forbid that truth should notfullfUl herptomifesMJee 
reade in the *ABes of *4pofiells: Theyreceaued the holy 
Ghofi : %And shall thf Cquncell of <Apofiells any way 
iontradick thefuney Undoubtedly where G odis the 
fhoty in 'vaine is required tbt authority ofaStqertw, 1 / 
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4ny defireth to ecclipfe the glory of this foegreat aMartyr, j 

t vbofocucr bee bee , beefore wee beelieue him , let him j 

t Vorke greater , or at the leaf the h^c Mir at hies , other- 
Xvifebee may bee fuppofed to finne againfl the holy GhoJhe y 
VOfhofe worses hee feareth not to detracte* ] Thus Iohn 
of Salisbury to Scnon Legate of the Apoftolike Sea, 
beefore Alexander had cannonizeJ S. Thomas among 
the number of the holy Martyrs,which this very yeeie 
hec did, 

Sqc hee,who greeuing that the Cannonization of 
the Martyr wasdelayed, which God by foe many and 
ioegreate beames of Miracles shyning from heauen 
bad ik>w ( shewed to bee oiuinely eftablished from 
aboue,didnot thinke it needefull co bee fupported 
with humane authority, according "to that of the A po * 
ftle } WA* shall aceufe againfith E led of God) God it 
is xvboiufifyeth , who shall thencondemne ? Yet neuer- 
thelefle the authority of the Church is neceflary to bee 
required for learning the certainty of the miraclesjeaft 
^nydeccytes or impoftures by ftealth furprifevs.S othc 
determination of diuine workes ought to beegouer- 
nedby the Churches cenfure, according to the fame 
Apoflcls faying: Tbejptrits of the Vrephets are fubiefl 
to theVrophets; Andthatof faint Iohn: froue the fyir Tho Chm - 
rites if they are of God . Which iudgment of the cf>es * ece f- 
Church refteth principally in her vifible head , f*V> 
whole fentencc is nrft to bee expelled in fuch an exa- 
ruination. Saintet. 

Wherfore, as hath bin fay de , vpon returne of the 
Legates, after due confideracion and examination had 
of matters related by them, this very,yeere in the fixe 
Jndi&ion,PopeAlexader beeing at Signia,with rightes 
of fblemnityes cannonized the holy Martyr iaindt 
Thomas Archbishop of Canterbury > of which can- 
nonization the written bockeof the Vatican rehear- 

C iiy 
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feth in the life of Alexander thefe woides. [Meane 
while, when moil blelTed Thomas, the glory of the 
English, shyned in the brightnes of miracles, and not 
only hi's freindes, but alio his petfecutors beefought 
pardone of their finnes,whofeekinge thefe meanes of 
Valuation continually flocked to his Church* the P ope 
of Rome at the inftanceof the people and Clergy of 
England, by Apoftolicall authority cannonized the 
fame Martyr, and commanded him to bee numbred 
among the Saintes; for on the day of the Purification 
of our Blefied Lady ,aflembling together at Signia the 
s. Thomas Bishoppes and Abbottes of Campania, hee celebrated 
c ononmcd, a folemne Malle efpecially to his honor, and ordayned 
t'r at the memory of his paffion should bee for euer 
kepte 4. Kalend. Ianuarij. Wherupon the Church 
of the weft tryumphed in marueylous greatc ioy,and 
the glorious Martyrs name increafcd in the duplica¬ 
tion of his vertuesjloe far forth, as by forraine nations 
of renowned hee grewe more reno wned; Allmighty 
G od hath apparantfy by his merittes ray fed the deade, 
giuen fight to the bhnde, hearing to the deafe, and to 
th'e lame their limmes, hee hath cleanfed Leapers,hoa- 
ledthe ficke, caftout diuells, with many other rare 
miracles , which God would haue miraculously 
Wrought by him. Wherupon very many of the fayth- 
fullhaue for his honour andprayleto the glory of our 
Creator buy It Churches; and endowed them with 
poflelfions and guiftes. ] Hetherto there. But let vs 
looke into the Apoftolicall letters wrytten concer¬ 
ning his cannonization. 
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Alexander Bishop fcruant of the feruantes 
of £od to his beeloued children the Prior 
andMonkes of the Church of Canterbu¬ 
ry falutation wish Apoftolieall bcnedi* 

&ion. The fspot 

IAU Chriftianpeople are to reioyfe for the miracles of that Utters fit 
holy and rcuerent man T homas lately your uircbbisbofpc ; the Canons • 
butyee aboue all others ought to lee replenished with foe mutton of 
much the more ample toy and exultation , by how much s% ******. 
the more yee areoftenereyewittnejfesof his miracle s y and 
your Churchejpecially defcrueth to bee glorify edwith his 
moft holy body, %And wee confidering the renowne of his 
mcrittes y wberby in bis life bee was worthily famous % ani 
teeing moft certaynlyajfuredof his miracles, not only by 
the common andpublichyreporte , but alfo by the relation 
ef our wellbeeloued brethren ^Albert of the Tytell of 
JaintLaurenceinLudnaandTheodineoftbetytle of faint 
Vitalic Preiftes Card malic sand Legates of the *Apofto- 
licall Sea , and lekjtwife of diners ot her perfons,banefo- 
lemnly cannontTf d the forefayde *Archbishop in the bee- 
ginning of the faft with a greate ajfembly ofthe Clergie 
and Layety in the Church , hauing firft bad deliberate 
{ounfcll therof with our brethren^and haue deer cede that 
hee shall bee numbred in the Catalogue of the holy Mar¬ 
tyr s y commanding by the *Apoftolihj authority as well 
your feluccas all the faytbfull thorough outJLngladjhat 
yee celebrate euery yeere with due reuerence hisfeaftday 
tvherin bee finished hts life with a glorious pafiton. Mo- 
reouer beecaufe it nobly foe deferuetb y andis moft cxpe± 
dient foryee y that his holy body bee shry ned with all de- 
uoute reuerence and honor y wee doe by the xApoftolicall au¬ 
thority command your difcretion y tbat ajfembling together 
the Clergie and L*ycty> yee doe <ypon a feftiuall day with 
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adeuoute, religious,andfolemne procefionfldce his body ! 
wortbelyinfome *Altar,or elfe ftating it in fome comely 
enclofure (<*j it is bcihouefull)yeeratfc it *vp on high,and 
tndeduour beertafter with your holy prayers to obtayne of 
our Lord hhpatronage for the fdluntion of the faythfull, 
and peace of the'vnitterfall Church. Fareyee well. Dated 
act Sigma a.. Id. TAarti). Thus to the Clergie of the •*. 
Church of Canterbury. There were alfo the fame day 
other generall letters written to all Chriftian people in 
thefewordes. 

QtnorJlltt- [ England fweetely fmeelleth with the fragrant odor 
tns for the andvertue of fignes which Allmighty God worketh 
^knifMnt ^ t ^ ie mer * ttes °f c ^ e holy and reuerent man Thomas 
Thomas*™ l^)t n e t i mes Archbishoppe of Canterbury ; and the 
whole Chriftjan religion of thefaythfull euery where 
’ reioyceth ,beecaufe that hee who is marueylous and 

glorious in his Saintes , hath after his death renowned 
hisSaint,whofe laudable life shyned with merittes^and 
laftly was Crushed with, the Martyrdome of a moll; 
noble combate* And allthough no man can make 
doubt of his fan&ity, who conndereth his prayfewor- 
thy cohuerfation, and weygheth his glorious paflionj i 
Our Redeemer and Sauiour neuertheles would haue j 
the enfignes of his fan&ity shyne with magnificent | 
miracles .that h.eewho with the conftancy of an in- \ 
uincible vertue fuffered for Chrift tribulations and I 
dangers, may now bee knowne by all to haue receaued ] 

in .that eternall blcllednes the tryumph of bis labor 
and combate. And wee truly haueing heard the innu¬ 
merable and greate miracles which the whole multi¬ 
tude of thefaythfull declare to bee dayly wrought by 
themerittes of that holy man>andmoreouer beeing 
efpecially certifyed heetcof.notwithoutourtoo greate 
contentment, by our beeloued brethren Albert of the 
ty tell of faint Laurence in Lucina^and Theodine of the 
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Cycle of faint Vitalis Preiftes Catdinalls and Legates 
of the Apoftohke S ea, who moreperfedUy difcouered 
thole miracles , as hauing bin neere the place where 
they were wrought, and giuing credit as wee ought to 
the tefKmony of diuers other perfons,haue Solemnly in 
the Church,a great alfembly of the Clergie and Lay e- 
ty beeingprcfcnt, in the beeginning of the Fall with 
the deliberate aduife of our brechren, cannonized the 
layde Bishoppe, and docreede that hee should bee 
numbred in the Catalogue of Sainces.Wherfore wee 
admonish all in general !, and by the power that wee 
enioy ftreyghtly command yee , that yee celebrate 
y eerely with folemnity the feftiuall day of the fore- 
laydc glorious Martyr beeing the day of his paflion, 
and labour by our deuoute prayers vnto him to pur- 
chafe remiflton of your hnnes; that heewhofor Chrift 
luflFered in his life exile, and in his death by vercue of 
his conftanc paflion, Mattyrdome, beeing now dayly 
fbllicitcd with the fuffrages of fay thfull, will make in-> 
terceffiontp God for vs. Dated at Signia 4. Id. Mar- 
tij.] There are afterwardes extant in that .volume of 
Epiftles, Apoftolicall letters fent to the Bishop of A- 
/ uerlane,and letters patents and circular to allBishoppes 
of the Cacholike Church. Apd laft ly the payne pur’ 
fueth thelinnc. G$ds nuo* 

For king Henry theyonger when hee could not ob yf on 
tayne of his father one Cicty in England or N ormandy*"* j 
for himfelfe and his Queene^the daughter of the king thtiootbof 
of France to inhabit in , extremely moued with thisf, Tbomru. 
denyall, rayfed a mod vnnaturall and terrible warre 
againft the king his father, wherin not only.his wife 
and all his fonnes together with his nobility ,lubie&es, 
feruantes,and bofbme freindes conlpiring,rebelled;buc 
alfp the kinges of France and Scotland, the Earles of 
jPfaunders, Poy ^iecs, and others confederating, ioyned 
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-all their powers againft him: and was, originally by his 
-owe children , brought into extreme miferyes and 
troubles, who had before ray fed an vngodly perfecu- 
tionagainft faint Thomas Archbishoppe of Canterbu¬ 
ry his fpirituall father. Heereupon enlued huge (laugh¬ 
ters of nis people , and heelike another Dauid terry - 
fyed with the powers of thofe Abfalom's was enforced 
to flye for fuccour to the Pope againffc them, as faint 
Thomas was conftrayned to appeale to the, Pope 
againfthim.O wonderfiiU mutability of worldly for¬ 
tune ! or rather, 6 meruailous iudgment of AUmighty 
Cod! Hee that was wont foe victoriously to preuaille 
againft all his enemy es, in foe much as hee fayde him* 
felfc, hee Was euery day able to conquer a caftle,is now 
The Pipe plunged in thefe neceffityes. But Pope Alexander 
ffrtjhth the drawing faint Pceters fwoard excommunicateth with- 
^ 3*1 out remedy of Appeale,vnles they retumeto obediece, 
hit fjnm bis rebellious wire, formes and fubic&es, wherirf Ri- 
»nd itdiur chard Archbishop of Canterbury, and Rotrodc Arch- 
fdrjes. bishop of Roane as well by godly difcreeteandper- 

fwafiue letters,as by thundering out this dreadfiill fen- 
ttoce, laboured to reduce them to naturall and dutifull 
obedience: but theking of France was in that hyght 
of difpleafure againll the father, and liticked with foe 
ftreyght a league confirmed by oath vnto the fonnes, 
that earthly hopes on all fydes vanishing, heewas left 
for his only refuge to the prayers and patronage ofS* 
Thomas the Martyr, whom hee had beeforc afflicted 
with foe many iniuryes. 

ANNO DOMINI n 7 +- 

. AJ/herfore An. Dom. 1174. commending Norman¬ 
dy with all his Dominions to the protection of God and 
bis Martyr, hee fayledouet into England,andfetting 
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aparte all other important matters, trauclled towardes 
Canterbury .before theentrance wherof, as foone as 
heedifcouered the Metropoly tan Church, wherin the *dmit*blt 
blefled Martyrs body retted , changed from the ** 

iefty of a king to the showe of a moft filly man , with t f 
naked feeteand naked body, beefides one only con- ' *■ 

temptible.coate vpon his naked skinne, with vnfpea- ‘ 

keabledeuotip and humility,like another Dauid on his 


bare feete in the fight of all the people patted his pil¬ 
grimage through the durty Wayes andftreetes: thus 
heewhofe power was terrible tp kingdomes and Na¬ 
tions, now dreading and trembling with deepe fighes 
and lamentations came moft poorely to the Martyrs 
fepulcher, ond there beettowed a whole day and night 
in fatting, wachingj and prayer j theirattembling toge¬ 
ther the Bishoppes with the facred Conuent of the 
Monkes ,and lubmiffiuely bbwingdownehis heado 
into the Martyrs combe, God andhis. Martyr bcehoul- 
ding it, receaued vpon his naked skinne from euery 
Bishop fine ,and from all*-the Religious about foure- 
skorebloweswith Difciplinesjatthe fight whereof all 
the: ftanders by broke out into abundance of teares: 
Moreouer the king, as truly penitent for his offence, 
and to giue full/acisfadtion to the Matty r, did for the 
honor and deuotion which hoe owed him , abrogate 
againe all his wicked cuftomes, beeing the caufes of 
this dilTention, enaftirTg for,thetytne to edmekaft or¬ 
dinances. All (his. Seeing thesfore foe deuoutcly and 
humbly-accomplished', the king on the morrow as a 
pilgrimme, after celebration of the MaflepfaMartyr 
before the reliques of this Martyr, returned fubmifft- 
uely>as hcecame,on his naked and durty feete without 
receauingany futtenance,hauing a lingular hope shor¬ 
tly to recouervnder the patronage or the Martyr re- 
drette of his misfortunes* Neither was it avaynecx- 
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pedtarion; for beeing with fuch (religions arid (euere, 
pcnnancereconcyled to the martyr, Allmighty God 
by the Martyrs interceflion and meritts refcued him 
from thdfe calamitysj yee a maruaillous thing t <3 tell, 
ffii kmgts as well for the Martyrs retie Wne, as the kingeseffe- 
ntmjtt *»-auallpennance,the fame day beeing Satturlday,and 
l ^ e famehower,when as the Mafle was fay d in honor 
rnttUtt?" 0 ^ h e Martyr» an{ l (theSaint beeingas it were pad-' 
? fyed) the king licenced to departe; at the very infant 

of thediuine facrifice (as the World doth witthes and 
the king himfelfe confelfed) the king of Scottes, one 
of his greateft enemyes,armed with a huge hofte of 
men, faagling a fydc from hisinighty power, was fur- 
prifed withont wounde or blowe by a fewe fouldiers of 
nogreateaccompt, which yet remayned faythfull to 
king Henry the father. Neither only was thiskingas 
a prifoner in this forte fubie&ed to his mercy, but all 
the other aduerfe forces alfoe shortly vanquished or 
vanished, his wife and children reduced to obedience^ 
and theclowdes of misfortunes thus difperfed, king 
Henry the father as before v'i&oriously shyned. AU 
which as hee attributed cmly to Allmighty God and 
his Martyr, foe humbly commending my fclfe to the 
mereysof the one,andtheptronage of the other, I 
heere condude this Translation. / f 
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